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REVELATION is NOT a Mystery—TEACHER’S GUIDE THE PRESENT

Tor the Lord, thingelf will descend from heaven with a shout
it the voice of the archangel and with the trump of God,
and the dead in Christ shall rise flrst
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught: up together with
them
in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air
and thug shall we alays be with the Lord

Jesus Christ comes down from His heavenly home and calls
His church with a loud voice. The archangel joins Him in His
cal l and God’s trumpet sounds
dead believers in resurrection bodies begin to rise out of their

graves. Living believers, also in resurrection bodies, rise and

join the dead believers in the clouds. Both groups meet the

Lord between heaven and earth and return to heaven with Jesus
Christ, never to be separated from the Lord, or each other,
again!
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I THESSALONIANS 4:16, 17

OPENING PRAYER

Let us bow our heads for a few moments of silence to confess our sins, if
necessary. Then, I will pray aloud.

Father, we thank You for providing everything we need in order to live

according to Your plan. We ask that your Spirit take the things we
examine in this lesson and make them part of our stored treasure of truth.

I. END OF CHURCH AGE

A. ATTENTION

Immediately following opening prayer, pause for a moment. Ask
students to please look straight at you and give you their full
attention. Tell them to put aside every thought that might pull the
minds away from what you are about to say. Ask them to keep tt ¢
eyes on you and listen carefully to each word.

Y

Wait a second or two before talking again.

1. TEACHEROGS PRESENTATI ON

|l want you to know that e at
Class, we could suddenly hear a loud shout by someone whose {0n - /3
. i QY
we would recognize immediately though we have never heard t || 3
voice audibly before. The speaker will not speak softly.
He will not be speaking in a whisper.

very
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| believe the owner of that voice will shout to us just as commandingly
as He called the apostle, John on the Isle of Patmos.

| believe He wil|l even say the exact s
command we cannot ignore.

Those of us who believe in the one who is calling will obey instantly.
It wi || be the first time the enti
l't i s the Churchdos Shinning

Those startling words will gain our full attention. However, something more is
going to take place

We will hear the voice of the archangel Gabriel and we will know beyond the
shadow of a doubt that we are hearing an angel speak. The Archangel will
make an announcement as spectacular
as the announcement he made to the shepherds
guarding their sheep the night Jesus Christ was born.

Only, this time, we, His children by faith, will be the ones privileged to hear. The
special announcement will concern our final,
per manent, eternal destiny. We wil/ h
Christdéds Church on earth.

Next, we will hear a trumpet blast the likes of which
we have never heard before.

The sound will be so loud it could burst our eardrums, but it will not hurt our ears
at all.
It wi | | be the sweetest musi c we have
birds hush their singing. o

From that moment forward, we will hear music of that quality whenever we want,
but this will be our first sample of heavenly music.

We will notice that our bodies are changed. We will be wearing resurrection
bodies and they will never grow old. We will be able to soar through space faster
than any rocket has ever flown and will have the ability to go right through solid,

brick walls in a flash.
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We will feel ourselves rise right through the roof of this building and into the
clouds where we will see other people going up in the same way.

We will all be caught up into the clouds.

The Bible tells wus it will happen fdin t
than a wink or a blink.

In that short fraction of time believers of the Church Age, living and dead, all
over the world, will be gathered together in the air.

Imagine !

People on the ground wil|l not even
but that will not bother us.

Perhaps someone in our group will notice a loved one (who died a while back)
rising in the air, too and will call out to that loved one.

Then, others who have died will notice each other and some will call to us with
happy shouts and greetings.

Hugs and kisses will be exchanged and tears of happiness will flow down our
faces.
Can you imagine anything more wonderful than that?

Well, there will be something even more wonderful !!

When webdve had time to greet those web

those we love and be surprised and happy about some we see in the crowd and

have others express surprise and happiness about our being there, we will settle
down a little.

Naturally our eyes, hearts and minds will turn heavenward toward the one totally
responsible for all this wonder.

ee é i n all the

And there. .. we wil/ S
see our

bear to gaze upon é we will
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the King of kings and the Lord
the Lord Jesus Christ in His resurrection body.

He will be wearing His shinning, translucent uniform of glory and in His hands
and feet we will see the nail prints that are His Medals of Honor: He won them
paying for our sins. Jesus Christ will wear His Medals of Honor for eternity and
we will never forget all He has done for us.
He will be waiting for us just as He has always done.

Waiting for us!

As a group we will rise to meet Him in the air and we will never be separated
from Him again, for He will take us home to be with Him.

We will never cry again.
We will never feel pain again.
We will never be sorrowful again
We will never be hungry again

We will never hate anyone again or be jealous of anyone, be bitter
or even get our feelings hurt,

We will be full of perfect peace, perfect happiness and perfect love.
We will never sin again. We will newgantto sin again.
We will be in heaven in our resurrection bodies with the Father, the Son, the Holy
Spirit, the Holy angels and all our believing loved ones and friends

forever and ever.

It could happen tonight.

IT COULD HAPPEN AT ANY MOMENT!
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2. RELATED SCRIPTURE

All verses are helpful and may be used as teacher desires. Reaa
many as you wish to your class first. Then, come back to the menr .‘e
verse. Use visuals to help students understand and memorize. 74

a. Memory Verse - Use for at least two class sessions.

I THESSALONIANS 4: 16, 17 For the Lord,
Himself, will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel and
with the trump of God; and the dead in Christ
shall rise first. Then we who are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and
thus shall we always be with the Lord.

b. Paraphrase: A simple explanation to help us better understand.

Jesus Christ comes down from His heavenly home and calls with a

loud voice. An Archangel (probably Gabriel) joins Him in the call

and Godods trumpet sounds at the same
believers in resurrection bodies rise out of their graves. Living

believers, also in resurrection bodies, join the previously dead

believers. Both groups meet the Lord, between heaven and earth and

return to heaven with Jesus Christ, never to be separated from the

Lord or each other, again!

¢. Other helpful verses

Read the bold text to the students (Scripture) first. Then, read -"
entire text incorporating the italicized explanatory words. \‘/'

I CORINTHIANS 15: 51853 Behold, I tell you
a mystery; we shall not all sleep (die), but we
shall all be changed (receive resurrection bodies),
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound and
the dead (those decaying, perishable bodies already
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in the grave) shall be raised imperishable (with
resurrection bodies, no longer able to decay) and we
(those who are still alive) shall be changed (receive
resurrection bodies, too). For this perishable (one
who is dead and in the process of decay) must put
on the imperishable (a resurrection body) and
this mortal (a living person who eventually will
die, physically) must put on immortality (eternal
life in the form of a resurrection body).

HEBREWS 10:24, 25 ..and let us (believers)
consider how to stimulate one another to love
and good deeds, not forsaking our own
assembling together (the believer, attending the
local church), as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another (supporting other
believers); and all the more, as you see the day
drawing near ( the day the Lord returns for His
church: the Rapture).

And VERSE 37: For yet in a very little while,

He (Jesus Christ) who is coming (at the Rapture)

will come (His coming is certain) and will not

delay ( He wi | | C ome, qgui ckl vy. He wol
about it).

PHILIPPIANS 3:20 For our citizenship (the
citizenship of believers) is in heaven, from which
also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ (when Jesus comes at the Rapture, He
comes from heaven).

JAMES 5: 8 You too be patient; strengthen

your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at

hand Jesus Christds coming is next
schedule).

I CORINTHIANS 15:22-23 For as in Adam all
die (spiritually and physically), so also in Christ
(those who believe in Him as Savior) all shall be
made alive, but each in his own order: Christ
the first fruits (at His resurrection), after that
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t hose wh o ar e Chr i s@lld s at Hi s conmn
believers at the first resurrection).

REVELATION 3:10 Because you (believers)

have kept (obeyed) the word of My
perseverance (t he command to oOBelieve in
Lord Jesus Christ adaalsb you vge =

will keep you from the hour of tribulation
which shall (without a doubt) come upon all the
world (not just part of the world, so believers
would have to be gone to escape it) to test those
who dwell (those comfortably settled down, as
believers are notuponithe t he devil 0s
earth.

The definition of Rapture is in the following session. This lesson deals
with alternate theories concerning the time of the Rapture. Refer back to
the former verses as needed. Return to memory verse and use memory
verse visuals to help students memorize, after that return to

0B. THEORI ESGO bel ow.

B. THEORIES

There are basically three main “theol
____________________________________|

1. PARTIAL RAPTURE

a. The partial Rapture or resurrection theory is that only part of the

Church will be ready to go to heaven before the Tribulation. This

theory is an insult to the grace of God. God does not divide His

Church. Every member of the True Church is totally purified

and resurrected at the same time.

b. Christ’s work on the cross accompl

for salvation of the entire Church. t
of all who trust Him as Savior. The Church will not be divided.

2. MID-TRIBULATION RAPTURE

The teaching that the entire Church will go through half of the



10 REVELATION is NOT a Mystery—TEACHER’S GUIDE THE PRESENT

Tri bulation is not valid because o0
Church would be protected from the

REVELATION 3:10 Because you (Christ,
speaking to His Church) have kept the word of
My perseverance (you have believed in Me), 1
also will keep you (the Church) from the hour
of testing which is about to come upon the
whole world to test those who dwell
(unbelievers, comfortably settled down) upon the
earth.

Also: I THESSALONIANS 4:17

3. END OF TRIBULATION RAPTURE

a. The “end of the Tribulation Rap
will go all the way through the Tribulation. This flies in the face of

God’'s grace. 't i mplies God does
Christ did not complete the work of purifying His Church.

b. The Church will never face judgment. Jesus Christ took our

judgment wupon Hi msel f. | ndi vi dual
may be disciplined when they misbehave, but they will never be

the recipients of the Father’ s wra
His wrath.

4. CASE FOR RAPTURE BEFORE TRIBULATION

a. The correct view fits all requirements. The Tribulation is the last
seven years of the Jewish age. God does not mix His dealings with
His Church and His dealings with the Jews. They are two distinct
groups with two separate purposes. Christ will complete His work
with His Church, before turning back to Israel.

b. The Church is removed before the last seven years of the Jewish
Age resumes. During the Tribulation the Church is in heaven, being
prepared to become the bride of Christ. Only a cruel Bridegroom
would refuse to protect his beloved from a time of universal
trouble. Christ is the perfect Bridegroom. Why would He not
protect His bride? Such treatment is unreasonable to consider.
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c. The plain command of Jesus , repeated several times, that we are to

watch, expectantly, for Christ’s retu
13:33, 35-37) proves that Christ could come back at any moment.

God would be dishonest requiring us to watch and wait for the return

of His Son if the Rapture were not ne

WE ARE TO WATCH, CONSTANTLY, SINCE JESUS MAY COME
AT ANY MOMENT.

d. If the Rapture were in the middle or at the end of the Tribulation

there would be no el ement of surprise
I THESSALONIANS 4:17; PHILIPPIANS 3:20; REVELATION

22:20; I JOHN 2:28.

e. The Tribulation is exactly seven years in length, a definite, well
defined time. If the Rapture were connected to this predicted time in
any way, any Church Age Bible student would not be looking and any
believer living in the Tribulation would know just exactly when the
Rapture would occur.

f. In the middle of the Tribulation (after, the Man of Sin places an
image of himself in the Jewish Temple and claims worship belonging
only to God) there are three and a half years remaining (Dan. 7:25;

9:27; Rev. 12:14).

g. Three and a half years is forty-two months (Rev. 11:2). Or, exactly

1,260 days (Rev11:3; 12:6). Anyone would know exactly when those

1,260 days began and exactly when they would end. All warnings to

be watching for the Rapture would be ridiculous with such a

predictabl e day. Christ’'s coming for |
Tribulation since “no man knows the d
of Man comet h” .

5. PROOF FROM THE BOOK OF REVELATION

a. “ Church” is translated from a Greek
means “called out assembly."” The Ch
the world. From chapter four all the way to the end of the book of
REVELATION, the church is mentioned only one more time and
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that mention is obviously for the purpose of tying up loose ends.

REVELATION 22:16 I, Jesus, have sent My
angel to testify to you these things for the
churches.

b. The Church is mentioned by name at least nineteen times in the

first three chapters of the book of
mentioned no more. Obviously, a change has taken place. The
Church is gone. From this point on, the Church is seen only in
heaven with Christ and is referred |
REVELATION 21:9 And one of the seven
angels who had the seven bowls full of the
seven last plagues, came and spoke with me,
saying, 0 Clchalé shdmeypwethe bride,
the wife of the Lambo.
A consistent guestion posed when t hi s
state of Church Age believerds soul s w
wait to receive resurrection bodies? Refer students to II Corinthians 5:18.
Explain: at physical death, Church Age believers go immediately to be with
Christ (the Greek says oface to facebo,
heaven. |t i's taken for granted there
period of time as God would not leave the soul exposed. We refer to this
protective covering as an ointerim bo

c. The True or Universal Church is not an organization. It is an
organism made up of individuals who have trusted Christ as personal
Savior. An organization during the Tribulation is called a harlot
because it pretends to be the True Church, or bride of Christ. Think
of it: some organizational churches will meet after the True Church is
removed and most of the members will still be in attendance. These
churches will carry on as usual. They will not miss a single word in
their songs and moral stories. It is a sad thing, but they are pretenders
or counterfeit churches. These churches will thrive during the
Tribulation and will become one dominant religion.

d. The evaluation of believers at the Bema seat and subsequent giving
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of awards in heaven during the Tribulation on earth makes the Rapture
(of the full Church) before the Tribulation, absolutely essential.

BEMA SEAT CHART

HEAVEN
P | N A L > seses P> eeeee P eeeee >

After the Rapture, believers are evaluated at the
Bema seat in Heaven
while Tribulation plays out on Earth, and they

return to earth with Christ at the end.
IN THE AIR

: I EARTH

Alive in Christ \ \ /

Dead in Christ
TO GO INTO REVELATION CHAPTER FOUR WITHOUT

ACKNOWLEDGING THE ABSENCE OF THE CHURCH
WOULD BE TO IGNORE THE
NATURAL BREAK I N “THE URBEWHHIRATITON OF
AND TO REJECT GOD"™S OUTLI NE OF THE

6. ORDER OF EVENTS

It might be helpful to compare |l THESSALONIANS 4:17 with
REVELATI ON 4: 1, where John is told to o0C:
similarities: there is a voice from heaven, the sound of a trumpet and the
command to come up to heaven. They appear to be descriptions of the same
event.

Use memory verse visuals (I Thessalonians 4:17) to show the changes
brought about by our perfect resurrection bodies.
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a. The Lord descends from heaven with a shout. (It is not a whimper

we are to listen for.)

The voice of the archangel is heard.

The trumpet of God sounds.

The dead in Christ rise with resurrection bodies.

Living believers receive resurrection bodies and join other believers

in the clouds.

e. Both groups meet the Lord in the air and return to heaven with
Him.

f. All (in resurrection bodies) will be with the Lord forever.

oo o

ROMANS 8:29 For those God foreknew He also
predestined to be conformed to the likeness of
His Son, that He might be the firstborn among
many brothers.

1) ROMANS 8:29 tells us we will be like Jesus in His resurrection
body.

Use visuals for I Thessalonians 4:17 to help demonstrate the changes
occurring at the Rapture.

2) Christ had no sin nature. Il n or d
conformed to His image, we will shed our sin nature and exchange our

mortal bodies for resurrection bodies like that of the Son of God
(PHILIPPIANS 3:20-21).

3) Jesus’ resurrection body is perf:
beatings and persecutions, but retains, forever, the nail prints in His

hands and feet and the mark of the spear in His side He showed them

to Thomas (JOHN 20:27). He will wear those scars forever as medals

and reminders of what He did for us in dying on the cross in our place.

4) He was recognizabl e, but differel
first, because He had been so beaten up when she saw Him last and

now He is glorified (JOHN 20:14). He was Himself with all

imperfections removed.

5) We will also be different. Perfection will change us. Our scars and
imperfections will be removed. There will be no glasses, hearing aids,



Attention ~ Other Theories  THESSALONIANS 4: 16,17 15

crutches or crippling diseases in heaven. We will be around 33 years

old as that is Jesus’ age i n resurrec
6) Jesus is able to soar through space and pass through solid walls. We

will be able to soar as far and as fast as we wish to go. We will go

through solid obstacles like doors as if they were open (JOHN 20:19).

We will never grow old and we will never die.

Remind students that these are physical changes. Resurrection bodies also
leave behind the sin nature which resides in every cell of the earthly body.
All sinful motivations, thoughts and desires are left behind. Whatever Bible
truth and happy memories we store in our souls during life on earth will
remain. Sin and evil are wiped away. There will be no more tears, no
sorrow, worry, guilt, pain, hatred, jealousy, lack of mercy or intolerance.
Peace , love , kindness and happy memories will dwell forever in our souls.

7. CLASS ACTIVITY: Review Questions

Activity Page is printed at the end of this lesson. Copy the page of
review Questions and distribute to students. Discuss answers. Be sure
there is good understanding of the Rapture of the Church. Close class
with a song.

7.SONG:0 Comi ng Againd Great Hymn t h
151

CLOSING PRAYER
Thank You, Dear Heavenly Father for the wonderful surprise you h :
designed for your children. I n&e us o6
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. The event we have been studying is called:

2. When Jesus comes to take us home with Him our bodies will be ...
. It will happenin

Underline the correct statements.

3. Jesus will call us:

With the sound of a trumpet.
With a shout.

Over radio and television.

By playing on a beautiful harp.

4. The next thing that happens is ...

Unbelievers will scream and holler praises up at Jesus.

The voice of the archangel is heard

The heavenly host sings a joyful song.

The Devil holds on to some believers and keeps them from hearing

5. Believers who have already died when Jesus calls will ...

Be caught in their graves and not be able to go up.
Not be able to hear because they are under the earth and dirt clogs

their ears.
Rise up at the same time living believers do.
Rise first.
6. Fill in the blanks for the foll owi
“For the Hi msel f will desc
, with the of the archangel, and the

; and the dead in Christ shall rise
. Then, we who are alive and remain shall be
__ together with them , to meet the Lord
and thus we shall always be with the

I Thessalonians 4:16, 17




