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REVELATION is NOT a Mystery—TEACHER’S GUIDE THE PRESENT

REVELATION 2-3
Facts Are Stubborn Things

OPENING PRAYER

We will take a few moments to prepare for the study of God's Word. Put aside
anything that might distract from the Spirits teaching. Take a few moments to
prepare your hearts for the intake of truth by confessing any known sin to
God. Always remember the importance of being honest with God about sin.

Thank You, God, for young people who love Your Word. We ask that You
teach us, now, as we examine Your Word. Help us store the truth in our souls
and respond to what we learn. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

REVIEW

Vocabulary List

The Purpose Of Review: The purpose of review is two-fold:

1. To be sure what was studied is fully understood.

2. To build up the certainty that what was learned will never be forgotten.

The more the Bible is studied, the more apparent are its supernatural qualities.
The more we learn, the more precious this book becomes to us.

Summary

Review strengthens the truth and helps us store it in our souls permanently. The
fact that large treasures of doctrine are hidden in short portions of Scripture is one
of the many proofs that the Bible did not originate in the minds of men, but came,
rather, from the mind of God.

SCRIPTURE IS GOD BREATHED
The more we recognize the supernatural qualities of Scripture the more

confident we become that the Bible 1s the Word of God. The more we learn
about God, the more our love for God grows.
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3. A Personal Purpose — A note from the Editor

When I was 12 years old, a study of the seven churches in The Book of
Revelation strengthened my belief in the Bible as God's Word.

Living in my home was a lady named Mrs. W. E. Schout, an expert on
prophecy. In her possession were diagrams and charts on various
Bible subjects, but it was the way she taught the book of Revelation
that intrigued me most. Because of her unique presentation and her
habit of constant review, I have never forgotten the things she taught.
I began to see God's order and harmonious design in a way I never
appreciated before. [ learned how God organized the book of
Revelation and placed helpful study aids within the book declared by
so many to be a mystery. It is my desire to impart to others the
knowledge that helps us understand this so called “inscrutable” book.

When the repetitious phrases connected with study of the seven
churches are prayerfully noted under the power of the Holy Spirit a
clear truth emerges: the importance of Bible study in the life of a
believer is strongly emphasized.

1 wish to share with others the treasure “freely given” to me. Frequent
review hastens realization of that goal.

There is another reason I wish to share this treasure with young
people .

| t i s because 1 |l ove young p
Word.

I. FACING FACTS

A.FACTS ARE STUBBORN THINGS

1. PEOPLE FACTS

John was a real man. Leaders in the seven churches were real people.
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Believers in the seven churches were real people. The reports
concerning these real people are factual.

2. HISTORIC FACTS

1) The activities in which these real people and churches were
involved are found in historical reports. Though it is not at all
necessary to prove Scripture by historical records, many of the
activities recorded in Scripture also appear in secular history. The
Scriptural records are true. Facts are stubborn things.

2) Thus, reality emphasizes the

Could a human, or a even a committee of human beings, pull from the
pages of history seven real, local churches, report on their activities
and main characteristics and come up with harmony and agreement of
the truth emphasized?

THE ANSWER ISANEMPHAT | C, “NOI"”

3. CHURCH FACTS
a. The apostle John wrote to seven real churches.

John, the human author of the book, was a circuit pastor. He taught
all seven churches before being banished to the Isle of Patmos. He
was banished because he would not quit talking about the Lord. He did
not quit talking about the Lord even in exile. He simply began writing
letters about the Lord (his favorite subject) and he sent them to his
seven churches.

b. All seven letters are from Jesus Christ, through His servant
John.

REVELATION 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus
Christ, which God gave Him to show to His
bond-servants, the things which must shortly
take place; and he sent and communicated it by
His angel to His servant, John.

c. All seven letters are to existing local churches (around AD 95).
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REVELATION 1:4 John to the seven churches
which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from
Him who is and who was and who is to come;
and from the seven Spirits who are before His
throne.

REVELATI ON1: 11 ésaying,
what you see, and send it to the seven churches:
to Ephesus and to Smyrna, and to Pergamum
and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to
Philadelphia and to Laodicea.

OWrite

d. All seven letters are to the full and complete Church (believers)
throughout the Church Age.

The

(the

recurring number 7 (“full
the messages are to all churches in the Church Age. The true Church
body of Christ) on earth
every member of the Universal Church becomes a believer in Jesus
Christ. Only God knows who the final member will be.

REVELATION 1:20 As for the mystery of the
seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and
the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are
the angels (Greek=messengers) of the seven
churches, and the seven lampstands are the
seven churches.

and

W i

com

n o

e. All seven letters are to all individual believers in the Church

Age.

1) Oil in lampstands pictures the Holy Spirit living in believers of the
Church Age. (MATTHEW. 25:1-1 3 ) Chri st

wh o

overcomes"” , and “he who hafs

const

implies one who has spiritual life because of faith in Jesus Christ.
Having an ear signifies spiritual understanding. The letters to the
seven churches speak to believers.

I JOHN 5:5 And who is the one who overcomes
the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the
Son of God?
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2) There is another overcomer: one who overcomes sin and avoids bad
choices in |Iife after salvation by
and responding to what is learned (I JOHN 5:4)..

I JOHN 4:4 You are from God little children,
and have overcome them; because greater is He
who is in you than he who is in the world.

3) Such a one receives additional awards at the Evaluation Seat in

heaven. Jolwves r“cloarieirév &kreeps hi s spiri
and is able to hear the Holy Spirit speak to him. The words (spoken

seven times in the discourse to the
| et him hear what the Spirit says t
stay in fellowship so they can | i st

4) And how does the Holy Spirit speak to believers during the Church

age? The Spirit speaks through the Word of God as the child of God

(in fellowship) studies. The admonition to listen to the Spirit is

repeated seven times to the Church. It is a command from God,

advising God’s child to study God’s

II TIMOTHY 4:3, 4 For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine (not listen to
the Spirit); but wanting to have their ears tickled
they will accumulate for themselves (false)
teachers in accordance to their own desires and
will turn away their ears from the truth, and will
turn aside to myths.

f. Each church represents a different type of church. and a
different type of believer.

1) These seven letters make it clear that every believer has an equal
opportunity to live the virtuous life of the Church Age.

2) Every believer has a fair shake.
plan are in the Bible. God left the instruction book (the Bible) here.

The power of the Holy Spirit is available to all believers. God is

telling His children, “Follow My in:
Spirit and | will achieve victory f.
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3. INDIVIDUAL CHURCH FACTS

This may be used as a Class Activity. Direct students to look over
the seven church Report Cards and keep their Bibles open to
REVELATION, Chapters 2 and 3, as you conduct the following
review. Encourage students to see if they can name the churches as you
list the interesting facts. Students should be well informed concerning
the churches since the Open Bible Award lesson has just concluded.

If using this as Class activity, chart for writing names of correct
churches should be distributed at this time. Or teacher can write them
on the board as students call out the churches names.

a. Preparation

God’s child grows spiritually by |l ear

from God’'s Word. Spiritual growth i ni
enjoy life, love, blessings and happiness. The quality and impact of
the | ife of God’'s child and the degre

Seat are based on how the believer lives from the time he is saved until

he leaves earth. Each church in our study of seven revealed something

about God’'s desired standard of condu
against, because God knows what produ
what we | earned about God’s plan for
seven churches. There are distinct contrasts that teach us a great deal.

Lead students to discuss what an individual believer should learn from each
report. Students may call out the names of churches as they recognize each
one. Allow a |little time before
know the answer.

b. One church was genuine. Another was a phony. Pause for
student reaction. Then lead discussion. Continue this procedure.

There was nothing phony about Philadelphia. The Church at Sardis
was a real phony, putting on an act to please people, not God.

c. One church was having a funeral, another church was having a
wedding.

Sardis was having a funeral because they were a dead church.
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Pergamum was married to the world.

d. One church was comfortably settled down in the world.
Another church was persecuted by the world.

Pergamum was settled and comfortabl
brutally persecuted in Satan’s wor |l

e. Christ said He would be proud to introduce one church to His
Father. Another church made Him want to throw up.

Christ was proud of Philadelphia. Laodicea made Him sick.

f. One church was operating in Sat a
church was operating in the city of brotherly love.

Pergamum was operating where Satan had set up headquarters.
Philadelphia was located in the City of Brotherly love.

g . One church was poor in worldly g
Another church thought they were rich, but they were miserable,
wretched, poor, blind and naked 1in

Smyrna was rich in the eyes of the Lord. Laodicea was miserable,
wretched, poor, blind and naked.

h. One church had a wide open door.
tightly closed from the inside...against the Lord.

Phil adel phia’s door was wide open.
doctrine of the open door and the doctrine of the fair shake.

Laodi cea had sl ammed its door shut.
doctrine of the open door nor did they understand the doctrine of the
fair shake.

i. There was a sharp contrast between two periods of time in one
church.

or to the me

Just a few years pri ti
ull of |l ove for Go

fai thful church f
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process of changing. They were neglecting their most important
chronological love. They were replacing time for Bible study with
other activities such as begging for money and participating in
programs devised by men.

j- There was a sharp contrast between two groups of people in one
church.
Students will probably need a little extra time here.

One very small group in the church at Thyatira was sticking with Bible
study. The other group in the church at Thyatira was involved in
ritualistic idolatry.

k. One church had left its most important love. Another church
was known for its love.

Ephesus left its most important love which was consistent Bible study.
Philadelphia was known for its love resulting from consistent Bible
study.

I. In the study of the seven churches the downward progress of evil
was obvious.

1) Ephesus hated the evil doctrine that taught it was good to sin so you
could understand it better.

2) In Pergamum some of the members attended classes in another
location, to study the very doctrine Ephesus hated.

3) The Church at Thyatira was all owi ni
same horrible doctrine right there inside the church.

4) When we reached the church at Sardis we learned that only a small
group of believers was not involved in that evil teaching.

5) .... AND HEAVEN ONLY KNOWS WHAT WAS GOING ON IN
LAODICEA.

m. One of the churches had completely pushed Jesus Christ
outside of its doors, had thrown out the Bible and was studying
books of philosophy, etc.
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The church at Laodicea and it
Word. They cared only about human good, philosophy and
psychology. They approached life from their own selfish viewpoint.

n. Letters to five of the seven churches reported things they were
doing that did not please God.

1) Those churches were: Ephesus, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis and

Laodicea. Letters to these churches made it obvious that God expects
(as normal behavior) believers to live the virtuous life available to all
believers of the Church Age. God wants believers to live in His plan.

2) We learned that Jesus Christ, in Hypostatic Union, tested the
spiritual life of the Church Age. He operated in the power of the Spirit.

3) Jesus proved it was possible

plan by maintaining the filling of the Holy Spirit. We learned that each
individual believer in the Church Age has equal privilege and equal

opportunity to |ive within God’

0. Two churches were doing exactly what they should be doing.

Two churches were operating exactly as Christ expects: Philadelphia
and Smyrna. The only difference between these two churches is that
Smyrna was under persecution. Philadelphia was not. What were they
both doing that was right?

Staying in fellowship, studying and responding to what they
learned from the Bible.

C. FACTS ABOUT SALVATION AND REWARDS

1. SALVATION IS A GIFT
Display the gift symbol.
ROMANS 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but

the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

S

me mb

S

f

or

pl
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EPHESIANS 2:8, 9 For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and that (salvation is) not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of
works, lest any man should boast.

2. REWARDS ARE EARNED

Display symbol for rewards or crowns.

a. Salvation.

I f you have never trusted Jesu i s
know that He died in your place for your sins and took the punishment

you deserve...you do not have a foundation upon which to build works

worthy of reward. Works without Christ are filthy to God.

Display firm foundation symbol with Christ as cornerstone.

THE FOUNDATION FOR THE SPIRITUAL LIFE OF THE CHURCH AGE
IS SALVATION.

| [ [safuarjon] | |
I O

JESUS CHRIST IS THE CORNERSTONE OF THE
FOUNDATION. OF SALVATION

I CORINTHIANS 3:11-15 For no man can lay a
foundation other than the one which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds
upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious
stones, wood, hay straw,
become evident; for the day will show it,
because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire
il tself will test the quality of each

Display symbol for divine works built upon the firm foundation of Jesus
Christ.
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b. Works.

1) We live in a great deal of darkness today. Though darkness is
everywhere, Christ is light. One day, His light will shine on each
one’s works and reveal them for
precious stones or wood, hay and straw.

Display symbol for gold, silver and precious stones.

2) The gold, silver and precious stones are works done in the power of
the Holy Spirit. They will not burn up at the Bema Seat in heaven.

Display wood, hay and straw symbol.

3) Wood, hay and straw refer to human works done for our own selfish
reasons while out of fellowship with God. These works will not

w h

survive the f i r e Hdohisonf@ipotentsdsliksa i ns pec

flame of fire!

Display eyes like a flame of fire symbol.

3. SALVATION IS A PRESENT POSSESSION

God gives salvation and eternal life to the believer at the moment of
faith alone in Christ alone.

EPHESIANS 2:8, 9 For by grace you have been
saved through (by the means of) faith and that
(salvation) is not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God.

I CORINTHIANS 15:1, 2a now, I make known
to you brethren, the gospel which I preached to
you, which also you received (as a gift), in which
also you stand, by which also you are saved...

JOHN 6:47 Truly, truly I say to you, he who
believes has (right now) eternal life.
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I JOHN 5:12 He who has the Son has life; he
who does not have the Son of God does not have
the life.

4. AWARDS ARE FUTURE

Display symbols for crowns and Bema Seat.

a. Presented at the Bema Seat.

motives of menos heart s and
praise will come to him from God.

b. Presented on the basis of overcoming sin after salvation and

|l iving the victorious, spiritual

1) Victorious believers may eat from the tree of life in Heaven.

I CORINTHIANS 4:3-5 But to me it is a very
small thing that I should be examined by you, or
by any human court; in fact, I do not even
examine myself. I am conscious of nothing
against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted;
but the one who examines me is the Lord.
Therefore, do not go on passing judgment before
the time, (before the Bema Seat) but wait until the
Lord comes who will both bring to light the
things hidden in the darkness and disclose the

Display tree of life symbol.

2) Faithful (overcomer) believers receive certain crowns as

awards.

Display crown of life symbol.

REVELATI ON 2:7 éto him who

will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise of God.

REVELATI ON 2: 10 é Be
and I will give you the crown of life.

t hen

| i f

€
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3) Secrets hidden in Godoés Word wil
believer.

Display the hidden manna symbol.

REVELATI ON 2:17 éTo him who over cc
him I will give some of the hidden manna.

4) Victorious believers will be given a special gift with a
meaningful name written on it.

Display the special gift with a name written on it symbol.

REVELATI ON 2 I will égieenldm a
white stone, and a new name written on the
stone which no one knows but he who receives
it.

5) Victorious believers will rule nations and have the authority to
apply capital punishment.

Display symbol for someone with great authority.

REVELATION 2:26-27 And he who overcomes,
and he who keeps My deeds until the end, to
him I will give authority over the nations; and he
shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels
of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have
received authority from My Fatheréé

6) Victorious believers will receive the Order of the Morning Star.

The Order of the Morning Star is the highest award. It is presented by
Jesus Christ who is The Morning Star.

Display the Order of the Morning Star symbol and the symbol of Christ
wearing the Morning Star.

REVELATI ON 2:28 éand the wil |l gi ve
morning star.
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7)

Not only will He call the names of victorious believers, but He will
proudly present them to His Father and the Holy Angels in heaven.

8)

REVELATION 22:16b I am the root and the
offspring of David, the bright morning star.

Chri st wi | | cal l out t

REVELATION 3:5 He who overcomes shall thus
be clothed in white garments; and I will not
erase his name from the book of life, and I will
confess his name before My Father and before

His Angels.

Beli evers who | ived th

be honored and recognized in heaven.

Display symbol of the pillar in temple with a name written on it.

A pillar in the Temple in Heaven will permanently record the

Vi

ctorious believer

s her

h e

el

ol

embossed in the book of life and Christ will mark him out as His
per sonal possession by writing on

9) Victorious believers will rule on earth with Jesus Christ.

REVELATION 3:12 He who overcomes, I will
make him a pillar in the temple of my God, and
he will not go out from it anymore; and I will
write upon him the name of My God and the
name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem,
which comes down out of heaven from My God,
and My new name.

REVELATION 3:21 He who overcomes, I will
grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne,
as I also overcame and sat down with My Father
on His throne.

Display symbol for Christ on the throne.

r

C

names

of

deeds.

hi

m
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5. CONCLUSIONS

a. Study of the seven churches builds confidence in the Bible as
Godds Wor d.

b. It emphasizes the importance of believers admitting their sins to
God.

CHRIST PAID FOR SIN, NOT EXCUSES OR COVER UPS.

God wants His children to level with Him, to be honest about sin and
to agree with Him that sin iIis wrong
continue in harmonious fellowship with the Holy Spirit.

c. The way to grow up as Godos chil«
the Bible, believe what is learned and follow the instructions.

d. Rewards at the Bema seat are presented on the basis of the
amount of Bible Doctrine stored in the soul and responded to.

All believers receive eternal life, righteousness and resurrection

bodies, but crowns and awards are presented on the basis of the

believer’'s attitude toward Bible Do
until the time of his physical death.

ECCLESIASTES 12:13 The conclusion, when all
has been heard, is: fear God and keep His
commandments (the commandments must be known
in order to be followed), because this applies to
every person.

e. This study presents basic knowledge of assets available to
believers of the Church Age.

It accepts the book of REVELATION as a supernatural book inspired
by God. God left the entire Bible here for His children to study. No
part of God’'s Word should be negl ect
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6. EMPHASIS

a. Godods Word for Gododés chil d.

The i mportance of God’'s child faithfu
God’ s Word is the consistent emphasis
churches. It is a subtle undercurrent in the entire book of

REVELATION. Understanding that emphasis should influence

believers’”™ choices for the rest of th
b. Chart for three phases of |ife as
PHASE I PHASE II PHASE III
SALVATION From the moment of ETERNITY
A point in time, faith in Christ until From the moment
at th? moment of removal from earth at of death or the
faith alone in death or the Rapture. Rapture through
Jesus Christ as eternity.
Savior.

FIRST TWO PHASES: IN TIME. LAST PHASE: AFTER TIME.

1) Phase I is salvation. Faith alone in Christ alone places you in the
plan of God.

2) Phase Il is from the moment of salvation until death or the Rapture.

This is the time of equal privilege and opportunity when the believer

can choose to |ive i n God’s plan for
at the Bema Seat or the Evaluation Seat of Christ.)

a) During phase II, the believer has an opportunity to grow to maturity.

Rewards or awards are based on the be
The goal is achieved by good choices day by day to study (feed on)

God’s Word. A new believer is I|ike a I
correct food in order to grow up to be a healthy adult.
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b) The purpose in the |ife of God’s
become an “overcomer” in the spirit
Only a maturing believer glorifies God. He does so by showing the
world and the angels what God is able to do in the life of one who
stays in God’'s plan and | eaves the

HE KNOWS, HE LOVES, HE CARES,
NOTHING THIS TRUTH CAN DIM,
HE GIVES THE VERY BEST TO THOSE,
WHO LEAVE THE CHOICE TO HIM.

¢) God is pleased to proudly display to men and angels those who live
in His plan.

I CORINTHIANS 4:9 For, I think, God has
exhibited us apostles last of all, as men
condemned to death; because we have become a
spectacle to the world, both to angels and to
men.

MATTHEW 4.4 B ut he answered and sai d,

written, Oman shall not l' i ve on b
on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of
God. 0 6
3) Phase 111l begins after the belie
The believer’s status i s set accord

of his salvation until he reaches heaven.

HEBREWS 5:12 For though by this time you
ought to be teachers, you have need again (you
must be humble enough to know you need to be taught)
for someone to teach you the elementary
principles of the oracles of God, and you have
come to need milk (basic Truth) and not solid
food (deeper Truth).

c. Chart for living in Phase II.

Chart showing all service for God i
Wor d while in fellowship. Chart ap
look at it again.
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CHART

Praying, Teaching, Singing, Giving,
Ministering, Witnessing, Praising God.
One memorial (Communion),
- Studying, learning and sharing spiritual gifts
in the presence of other believers.
(Growing to maturity in God’s Plan)

RESULTS

STUDY OF GOD’'lS WORD
FOUNDATION
‘ I FELLOWSHIP: Under the guidance of the Spirit. |

BLOCKS
S ALVATION

WON’ T YOU CHIOWESHE LTFOFOUND ONLY IN
THE SOURCEOF LIFE,J ESUS CHRI ST? WON’' T YOU AL
GOD TO MAKE THE BEST CHOICES FOR YOU?

THAT IS WHERE TRUE HAPPINESS LIES.

DEUTERONOMY 30:19, 20 I have set before you

|l ife and death, so choose
Lord your God, by listening to His voice, and
holding fast to Him. For the Lord is your life.

FOR THE LORD IS YOUR LIFE!

CLOSING PRAYER

Thank You, Heavenly Father, for Your life-changing Word. Thank You
that it teaches us what choices are best after we become Your child. Thank
You that Your Spirit provides us with the power to make wise choices and
stick with them. May we make personal choices to study and respond to
Your Word and become oOovercomer so as ou
I n Jesus Christds precious Name we pray.



