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REVELATION 22:16-21 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

 

After a few moments of silence, I will pray out loud. 
 

Heavenly Father,  We give particular thanks for young people who are familiar 
with Your plan. Here we are, able to have a time of refreshment together in 
Your Word. We are individual and unique, but because of our common bond as 
Your children who love Your Word, we have become a band of believers with 
shared confidence in You. We have learned to depend on the power of the Holy 
Spirit and Doctrine in our souls. Thank You, for revealing Yourself  to us. May 
our interest in and our love for Your Word always have first place in our lives. 
In the name of Your precious Son, Jesus,, we pray.  Amen. 
 
 

 

I. COMFORT IN REMINDERS OF JESUS 
CHRIST  
 

 

Begin by reading the final 6 verses of this remarkable book. Then, come back 
and read verse 16 again, including the parenthetical remarks. Be sure students 
understand the added comments are not Scripture.  

 

REVELATION 22:16,   I, Jesus have sent My angel (a 
reminder of the source of the book of REVELATION.  
REVELATION is sent from God, to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
through His teaching, messenger angel and the apostle 
John) to testify to you these things for the churches. 
(It is sent for the express benefit of Church Age believers) I 
(Jesus Christ) am the root (I existed before David) and 
the offspring (I am also a descendant) of David, the 
bright morning star (The bright One, belonging to the 
morning). 

 

 

A. COMFORT IN REMINDERS 
 
 

The final words in the book of  REVELATION  are Christôs parting 

words to His beloved bride-to-be. The Bridegroom tells His love 

ñfarewellòébut it is not the farewell of forever. It is the farewell of ñjust a 

little whileò until He returns to take her home.  It is a farewell of comfort 

and love, as if our Bridegroom is saying, ñDonôt cry, I will be back soonò. 
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In just a few verses, the Bridegroom reminds His beloved that even 

while He is away, He will take care of her because of who He is and 

because He loves her so much. 
 
 

 

 

 

1.  ...OF  WHO  CHRIST  IS 
 

 

Three separate times in  Verse 16 Jesus reminds His beloved who He 

is. It is comforting to remember who Jesus Christ is.  
 

a. ñI, Jesusò: His human name - First, by reminding His beloved of 

His humanity, Jesus causes us to think of His love. Because of His love 

He became a man, conquered sin and death and saved many sinners 

from a terrible fate. He will be  away for a time and He wants His 

beloved to be confident of His continuous, unconditional  love while 

they are apart. He pulls  our thoughts back to REVELATION 1:1 

where He began this love letter revealing Himself to us.  
 

b. òMy angeló: His teaching messenger - By referring to His 
angel, Jesus reminds His beloved that the same messenger from 
REVELATION 1:1 still communicates with her. He is not leaving 

His love alone, but His angel (in addition to the Holy Spirit) will be 

there to help her understand His love letters (the entire Bible) so she 

can know Him better and grow to love Him more while He is away! 
 

c. ñI amò: His divine name - Jesus reminds His bride first of his love, 

then of His Word and finally, with the words ñI Amò, He  speaks of His 

deity. He is more than man. God: the Creator, the King and the One 

who controls all things is promising to take care of ñHis belovedò 

while He is away.  Nothing can cause Him to break His promise. 
   

  THESE REMINDERS ARE COMFORTING TO 
CHRISTõS BRIDE. 

 

2. ...OF THE DEPTH OF  THE LOVE OF CHRIST  

 

a. The book of Revelation records what Jesus Christ has done for 

His beloved because of His love.   
 

The apostle John was a good witness for Jesus Christ. In Chapter 1, he 

recorded everything he learned about what Jesus provided for His 
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beloved because of His love and grace.  John followed instructions 

well. John still testifies concerning the Lord in Chapter 22.  
 

 

Display the eye-gate/ear-gate symbol.  
 

b. In the first Chapter, Christ gave John an outline of the book of 

REVELATION to help those who study it understand it better. 
 

1) The book of Revelation divides into three distinct parts: Past, 

Present and Future (REVELATION 1:19). Knowledge of Revelationôs 

first division, The Past, is essential for a clear understanding of the 

entire book: one of the reasons the first Chapter was covered so 

thoroughly. 
 

2) Knowledge of the first division is important in understanding the 

second division, The Present. Chapters 2 and 3 (covering the seven 

churches) frequently quote Chapter 1. 
 

3) Knowledge of the first division is important in understanding the 

third division, The Future (Chapters 4-22), where so many subjects, 

introduced in the first Chapter, come to harmonious, accurate 

conclusions.  
 

 

 

c. In the book of Revelation, Christ actually testifies for Himself. 
 

Since Jesus knows everything (Omniscience), His testimony is true, 

accurate, all inclusive, and it can be trusted.  The phrase  ñto testify to 

you these thingsò in the middle of verse 16, echoes Chapter 1.  
 

REVELATION 1:2 éwho bore witness to the 
word of God and to the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, even to all that he saw.  

 

 

REVELATION 1:4 John to the seven churches 
(believers of the Church Age) which are in Asiaé 

 

JESUS CHRIST, THE PERFECT WITNESS, REMINDS HIS BRIDE WHAT HE 

HAS ALREADY DONE FOR HER. 
 

 

d. Christ is the ñRoot and off-spring of Davidò. 
 

REVELATION 22:16 cites Jesus as ñthe root and off-spring of 

Davidò.  Jesus reminds Israel, and His Church of three important 

truths. #1. As ñthe root of Davidò  Christ was God before David was 

born. #2. As ñthe off-spring of Davidò, Christ is Davidôs human 

descendant and rightful heir to Davidôs throne. #3. As the God-Man, 
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Christ is Davidôs Savior as well as ours. He had to be both God and 

man to be the Savior and the mediator between God and man. 
 

  

 

                                     

                                               

                      

                                                                                                         

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

AS GOD,  JESUS CHRIST  PRECEDED DAVID. 

AS MAN, JESUS CHRIST FOLLOWED DAVID.  

AS GOD AND MAN JESUS IS DAVIDôS SAVIOR. 
 
 

 

e. Christ is the ñBright Morning Starò. 
 

BY REFERRING TO HIMSELF AS THE BRIGHT MORNING 

STAR, JESUS CHRIST, THE PERFECT WITNESS, REMINDS HIS 

BRIDE WHAT HE IS GOING TO DO FOR HER. 
 
 

 

 

1) Numbers 24:17 subtly alludes to Christ as the Morning Star. The 

Order of the Morning Star seems to be the highest honor available to 

Church Age believers, much like Americaôs Congressional Medal of 

Honor.  
 

NUMBERS 24:17 I (Godõs prophet) see him, 
(Balaam sees Jesus Christ in a vision)) but not now 
(not at  that time);...A star shall (at a future time) 
come forth from Jacob, And a scepter shall rise 
from Israel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Jesus, the original Morning Star, the One who established the Order, 

awards the Morning Star Medal for unusual service. Christôs personal 

recognition is promised to believers who persist  in Godôs plan for a 

maximum amount of time during their physical lives. Jesus spoke of 

this high honor when talking to the church at Thyatira in the second 

Chapter of Revelation. 
 
 

REVELATION 2:28 éand I (Jesus) will give him 
(the believer who deserves it) the morning star. 

David  lived on earth.   Jesus lived on earth as the  

ñoff-springò of David. 

Jesus existed in Eternity Past 

as the ñroot ñof  David. 

HEAVEN 

EARTH 

Jesus returned 

to heaven as 

God and Man 

in One unique 

person. 
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3) Church Age believers, who serve as the light of the world while the 
true Light of the World is absent, receive the Morning Star Award at the 
Bema Seat in heaven. (A more complete description of ñmorning starò 
in Revelation 22:16, incorporating all the Greek meanings, is ñthat 
staréthe bright one, the one belonging to the morningò.)   
 

 
 

 

Point to the Morning Star Medal symbol. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4) The celestial morning star appears in the sky at the darkest time of 
night, right before dawn. The time of its appearance pictures Jesus 
Christôs return as the original Morning Star.  Spiritual darkness abounds 
before Christ calls His Church home and the world is at its darkest at 
the end of the Tribulation before the Lord returns to rule. The light of 
the world, Jesus Christ (the Morning Star) pierces the most intense 
darkness.  
 

 

B. COMFORT IN JESUS CHRIST 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

1. ...IN WHAT JESUS CHRIST IS DOING, NOW 

 

a. Christôs titles as ñRoot and Off-Spring of Davidò and ñMorning 

Starò reflect His personal relationship with two groups of people.  
 

  

1) The title ñRoot and Offspring of Davidò reflects Christôs Old 
Testament relationship to Israel as their God and as future King on 
Davidôs throne. 
 

2) The  title ñBright and Morning Starò reflects Christôs New Testament 
relationship with His Church which includes both Jews and Gentiles  
(I CORINTHIANS 12:13; EPHESIANS 2:13, 14).  There is comfort  

Picture of the  

Congressional 

Medal of 

Honor. 

American 

Navy. 

Sketch, 

representing 

the  Medal for 

the Morning 

Star Award. 

THE  

ORDER  

OF  THE 

MORNING 

STAR 
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in the title that reflects Jesus Christôs relationship to Israel and His 
Church. 
 

 

3) Earthly kings and high ranking rulers often bear titles separate from 
their primary designation. These titles reflect additional honors, offices or 
relationships. Jesus Christ is ñKing of kingsò, but He is also the ñRoot and 
Offspring of Davidò and ñThe Morning Starò.  He is, in fact, the most 
titled person in the history of the universe.  
 

(Chart of a few of Christôs titles is on page 14. Go over chart now or distribute for 

students to study at home.) 
 

 

4) An excellent earthly example is Queen Victoria of England and her 

many official titles: Sovereign, Her Royal Highness, Queen of England, 

Empress of India, Imperial Highness, Queen of Canada and the one who 

established the Order of the Victorian cross. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

5) The original insignia of the Victorian Cross, designed by Victoriaôs 

husband, Albert, is a bronze Maltese cross with straight arms. In the 

middle of the cross a lion stands guard over the Royal Crown. Below the 

Crown, a scroll bears the inscription ñPRO VALOREò (Latin, meaning,  

ñfor valorò).  

Queen Victoria of England 

established the Royal 

Victorian Order of chivalry 

on April 21, 1896, as a way of 

rewarding exceptional, 

personal service to her or her 

Monarchy. The order remains 

a matter of the Sovereignôs 

personal initiative and 

recommendation (just as the 

Morning Star is initiated and 

recommended by Jesus. 

Since the Victorian Cross was established in 

1896,  less than 12,000 have been awarded.  
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6) On the back of the medal is a raised circle upon which the date of the 

recipientôs action is engraved. The award is still presented today in 

England, Australia, New Zealand and Canada by recommendation of 

Englandôs Monarch for service involving exceptional, personal  courage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

b. Two titles belonging to  Jesus Christ reflect His present activity on  

behalf of two groups of people. 
 

The titles ñRoot and Off-spring of Davidò and ñBright Morning Starò  

A more recent example of 
multi-titled monarchs is 

Grace Kelley, the 
American movie star who 
married Prince Rainier of 
Monaco. Princess Grace 

was the most  titled 
woman in the world at 
that time. Often, she 
recognized unusual 

service by honoring her 
subjects in the name of her 

highest titles. 
 

Photo: from Town and 
Country Magazine Cover. 

November 2007.  

 INSIGNIA OF THE ORDER 

OF THE VICTORIA  CROSS 
Victoria Cross 

displayed under 
License. 

Agreement 
wikipedia.org 
the Creative 
Commons 

Attribution 
ShareAlike 2.5  

 REPLICA OF MEDAL 

PRESENTED  

TO VICTORIAN CROSS  

RECIPIENTS .   
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reflect what Jesus is doing at the present time. Jew and Gentile are united 

in the Church Age (I CORINTHIANS 12:13). Christ evaluates and 

intercedes for His Church until the final evaluation at the Bema Seat 

where He, as the original  ñMorning Starò, personally recommends and 

presents the Morning Star medal to some Church Age believers.  
 
 

II PETER 1:19 And so we have the prophetic word 
made more sure, to which you do well to pay 
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until 
the day dawns and the morning star arises in your 
hearts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

c. Christôs message in the final verses of His book reflects His present 

activity on behalf of the same two groups of people. 
  

1) Jesus Christ made clear in Revelation 1:4 that He was sending the book 

of Revelation to His Church. He closes the book of Revelation with some 

specific words to that same Church...now His beloved bride. 
 

REVELATION 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride 
say, òCome.ó  And let the one who hears say, 
òCome.ó  And let the one who is thirsty come; let 
the one who wishes take the water of life without 
cost. 

2) Immediately after Jesus identifies Himself as the Morning Star He 

begins to talk about the bride, the Holy Spirit, those who hear and those 

who thirst. 
 

3) The bride, the ones in whom the Holy Spirit resides, those who hear 

and those who thirst are all the same.  The ñHoly Spiritò lives in 

believers; the Church is no longer on earth during the Tribulation and has 

 
Display the Morning Star Award symbols. 
Christ is the Root and Off -spring of David, 
the Savior of the world and the Bright and 
Morning star. Awards are not described in 
Scripture. These symbols are specifically 
designed to represent the Morning Star as 

heavenõs highest award. 
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now become the ñbrideò; the ñone who hearsò is a believer using his 

spiritual ears and the ñone who is thirstyò is a believer who knows his 

strength comes from drinking the water of life.  ñThose who thirstò also  

encourages believers to long for the water of life to flow through them. 

Psalm 42 expresses this principle beautifully. 
 
 

PSALM 42:1, 2 As the hart panteth after the water 
brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God. My 
soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when 
shall I come and appear before God?  

4) Without Godôs Word believers become dried-up brooks. All four 

terms in REVELATION 22:17 refer to believers, reminding Church 

Age believers not to neglect Bible study. 
 

5) A recurring assertion in Revelation is the high value of regular  Bible 

study in the believer's life. In the final chapter, the importance of Bible 

study is emphasized one more time. 
 

6) Seven times in His letters to the seven churches (REVELATION 2 

and 3), Christ tells His children ñHe who has an ear let him hear what 

the Spirit says to the churchesò.  The way to hear what the Spirit says is 

to study the Bible. The Holy Spirit speaks to believers with spiritual ears 

through Godôs Word. In the closing verses of Revelation, Jesus Christ 

advises anyone who longs to learn more about God, to consistently, 

persistently search His book and act on what they learn. Jesus still 

speaks personally to His Church through the Bible.  
 

Display the spiritual ears symbol. 
 

7) Spiritual ears can become deaf. Only the believer in fellowship keeps 

his ears open to what the Spirit says.  With His parting Words, Jesus 

reminds His children ñSince you are my children, continue listening to 

what the Spirit teaches by studying My Word...until I return.ò  
 

Read Matthew 11:28-29a. 
 

8) In fact, there is one thing about which believers legitimately may be 

proud. It is acknowledged by the prophet Jeremiah.   
 

JEREMIAH 9:24 ...but let him who boasts boast of 
this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am 
the Lord who exercises loving kindness, justice, 
and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these 
things.ó declares the Lord. 

 

 9) Scripture teaches knowing and understanding God is a worthy goal or 
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ambition. How do we get to KNOW God?  The way to truly know God 

is to study His Word. Studying Godôs Word, using spiritual ears and 

having spiritual thirst are all the same.  Godôs plan and our desire 

become one. 
 
  

STUDYING GODôS WORD IS THE MOST IMPORTANT ACTIVITY IN 

THE LIFE OF GODôS CHILD. 
 

10) ñHearingò refers to the ability to understand Godôs Word. Being 
ñthirstyò speaks of  believers who long for  knowledge of God  
 
 

Matthew 13:14-15 is also an important verse to read to consider the 
alternative . 
 
 
 

GODôS WORD IS THE ONLY THING THAT  

SATISFIES SPIRITUAL THIRST. 
 

 

 

REVELATION 21:6b I will give to the one who 
thirsts from the spring of the water of life without 
cost.  

11) Johnôs Gospel refers to this water. The spring of the water of life is 

available to believers. It springs up within them as they study the Bible 

in the power of the Holy Spirit and flows out to others. There is no 

charge for the water of life and those who thirst for it are in line for high 

awards. 
 

GOD PROVIDES TRUTH FROM HIS WORD 

FOR ANYONE ñTHIRSTYò FOR TRUTH. 
 

JOHN 7:37b, 38 òIf any man is thirsty, let him 
come to me and drink. He who believes in 
Me...From his innermost being shall flow rivers 
of ôliving water.õ ò 

d. God tells those thirsty for Godôs Word, how to quench their 

thirst.  
 
 

Church Age believers are provided with more spiritual assets than 

believers at any other time in history. Individual believers may be at 

different stages of spiritual advance, but God provides every one with 

the same tools. Church Age believers have the completed Canon of 

Scripture, the indwelling Holy Spirit, the ability to be filled with the 

Spirit (I JOHN 1:9), a local church home, a  Pastor-Teacher and a body 

of believers in that local church with whom to fellowship and share 

spiritual gifts.  God works through His Word and through the local 
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Church. EPHESIANS 3:18; PHILIPPIANS 1:21 and HEBREWS 10:24, 

25 teach Godôs child to fellowship with (ie: gather, sit down in the presence 

of other believers regularly to study Godôs Word, pray, share problems, 

weaknesses and gifts, and celebrate a memorial until He returns  

(I CORINTHIANS 11:25, 26).  
 
 

THESE ARE MANDATES FROM GOD, THEY ARE NOT 

SUGGESTIONS.  
 

 

2. ...IN THE WARNING OF JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

a. Christôs important warning follows in Verses 18-19.  
 

Look at Proverbs 30:6 first. Then, read Revelation 22:18, 19. 
 

REVELATION 22:18, 19 I testify to everyone who 
hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if 
anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the 
plagues which are written in this book, and if anyone 
takes away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the tree 
of life and from the holy city, which are written in 
this book.  

b. Godôs warning reveals the high value He places on His Word.  
 

Godôs wise children know it is dangerous to misrepresent Godôs Word. 

There is comfort in the fact that God protects His Word from error. God 

uses His Word to bring about changes in His children. 
 

 
 

I THESSALONIANS 2:13  And for this reason we 
also constantly thank God that when you received 
from us the word of Godõs message, you accepted it 
not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the 
word of God, which also performs its work in you 
who believe.  

c. Paraphrase. 

Because the Bible tells us how to walk in Godôs plan and glorify God, we 

are always grateful for those who honor the Bible and recognize it as not 

originating from men, but as coming directly from Almighty God. God is 

able to bring about changes in His children when they study and respond to 

what they learn from His Word. Their faithfulness will be recognized  

(perhaps by the Award of the Morning Star?). 
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Verses 20 and 21 are Jesus Christõs parting words to His Bride. Letõs look 
at them, again. 
 

REVELATION 22:20,21 He who testifies to these 
things says, òYes, I (Jesus Christ) am coming 
quickly (suddenly). Amen.  Come Lord Jesus.  
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.  Amen.ó 

 

d. Paraphrase. 
 
 

Jesus Christ, the One who gives pure testimony in this book, promises 

He is coming back suddenly. We can be certain of His return and we 

can fully depend on His matchless grace to supply super abundantly 

above all we could ever needé until He returns and we see Him face 

to face. 

 

e. Song: ñMy Faith Has Found A Resting Placeò,  p. 228. ñTurn 

Your Eyes Upon Jesusò p. 204, Great Hymns of the Faith,  

 
 

CLOSING  PRAYER 
 

 

And now, Heavenly Father, we pray the super-abundant happiness 
available through fellowship with Jesus Christ and His Word will be a 
growing reality in our lives until we see Your Beloved Son face to face. 
 

May we use our spiritual ears to listen to Your voice through Your Word in 
the power of Your Spirit and may we continually thirst for the water of life 
until the Morning Star arises in our hearts. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 
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 A FEW TITLES A FEW TITLES A FEW TITLES    
OF THE LORD JESUS CHRISTOF THE LORD JESUS CHRISTOF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST   

Alpha and Omega  
Revelation 1:8 

Emmanuel 
 Matthew 1:23  

Blessed Hope 
Titus 2:13  

King of  Kings and  
Lord of Lords 
Revelation 19:16 

Bread of Life  
John 6:35 

King of the Jews  
Matthew 2:2; John 19:19 

Bright and Morning Star  
Numbers 24:17; II Peter 1:19; 

Revelation 2:28;  22:16 

Lion of the Tribe of Judah 
Revelation 5:5  

Captain of the Host of 
the Lord 

Joshua 5:14-15  

Root and Off-Spring of 
David 

Revelation 22:16  

Chief Shepherd  
I Peter 5:4  

Rose of Sharon  
Song of Solomon 2:1                                                        

Counselor  
Isaiah 9:6 

The Resurrection and the 
Life 

John 11:25 

ţŸƆƈƆ ŜŻƅżƆƇLƆ ƇżƇſŸƆ ŷŸƀƂƁƆƇƅŴƇŸ šŸ żƆ ƇŻŸ ƀƂƆƇ ŷŸŶƂƅŴƇŸŷ ŦƂƁŴƅŶŻ żƁ ƇŻŸ 
universe.  As King of kings, He will award medals and decorations to those who 
have honored Him and His Word during their lifetime. The highest award of all 

seems to be the Award of the Morning Star. It is presented at the Bema Seat, in His 
name, by His recommendation. 
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Christ is the Root and Off -spring of David, 
the Savior of the world and the Bright and 
Morning star. Awards are not described in 
Scripture. These symbols are specifically 
designed to represent the Morning Star as 

heavenõs highest award. 

PRESENTED AT THE 

BEMA SEAT BY  THE 

LORD JESUS CHRIST  IN 

HIS NAME AND BY HIS 

RECOMMENDATION,  

FOR SPECIAL SERVICE. 

IMAGINED DESIGNS 

FOR THE MORNING 

STAR AWARD. 

THE 

ORDER 

OF THE 

MORNING 

STAR 


