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REVELATION 1:4, 5a  
GREETINGS 

To Seven Churches ~ From Jesus Christ 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 
We will use the next few moments to prepare our souls for the most important 
activity in the life of Godõs child: the study of Godõs Word.  After a few moments 
of silence, I will pray aloud. 
 
Thank You, Dear Heavenly Father for the portion of Your Word we consider in 
this lesson. Take the things we learn and make them part of the treasure of 
wisdom in our souls.  Thank You for loving us. In Jesusõ name, we pray. Amen. 
 
 
REVIEW 
 
Vocabulary List 
  
Teacherõs copy contains definitions and suggestions for promoting and 
encouraging discussion.  Copy for distribution to students is in Teacherõs 
Appendix. 

 

Godôs Outline for the Revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 
John records Godõs official outline for THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST 
in verse nineteen of the first chapter. First: òThe things which you have seenó. 
Second: òThe things which areó. Third: òThe things which shall be after these 
thingsó. That is, the book of Revelation is divided into past, present and future. 
 
Past. 
 
The past happened yesterday. Specifically, in the book of REVELATION, the past 
refers to the things John saw in CHAPTER 1. 
 
Present. 
 
The present is right now. The Church Age is the present age; the age John 

lived in (at its beginning) and we live in, now (near its end). 

Future. 
 

The future will happen tomorrow and all the days to come. Specifically, in 
REVELATION, it refers to the time after the Church Age. 



3   GREETINGS  To Seven Churches ~ From Jesus Christ          REVELATION 1:4  

ñIn Christò. 
 

A synonymous term for the special relationship to Jesus Christ when one trusts 
Him as personal Savior and is, therefore, Godõs child. 

 
 

Summary 
 

God wants to help His children study His Word.  In the first couple of verses of 
REVELATION, God gives the official name of the book: òTHE REVELATION 
OF JESUS CHRISTó, declares it a book of prophecy and promises a blessing for 
those who study it.  In addition, John records Godõs official outline in CHAPTER 
1, Verse 19 dividing the book into Past, Present and Future.  The entire book fits 
nicely under these three headings. 

 

I. GREETINGS  
 

Display the Greetings visual 

 
 

A. TO SEVEN CHURCHES  

 
 

Display all Seven Church symbols plus Church Age symbol 

 
The penman of the ñREVELATION OF JESUS CHRISTò is the apostle John, but 

notice John does not put any title before his name, here, nor does he call attention to his 

special relationship with Jesus in any way.  He is saying there is no difference in rank 

among believers.  We (believers) are all the same in Christ Jesus. (The term ñin Christò 

was taught in the previous lesson.) 
 

1. MEMORY VERSE  

REVELATION 1:4 John, to the seven churches that 
are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who is 
and who was and who is to come; and from the seven 
Spirits who are before His throne.  

 

2.  PARAPHRASE  
 

The apostle John greets believers of the Church Age by wishing them 

undeserved blessings and constant soul stability. John is joined in the 
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greeting by all three members of the Godhead, but especially by the 

Head of the Church, Jesus Christ. The greeting is sent to His Church 

whom He loves and  for whom He will return. 
 

3. CHURCHES 
  

Locate all seven churches on the map. Map in Teacherõs Appendix may be 
copied and distributed to students.  

 

a. Real local churches 

 
Refer to symbols for all seven churches. 
 

1) All seven churches existed at the time of Johnõs writing. The 
reference to Asia in verse four does not mean China, Japan, Korea, 
Thailand or Vietnam, but refers to the Roman province of Asia.  These 
seven local churches were located in what is Western Turkey, today. 

 
Point to Western Turkey on the map. 

 

2) There were many other churches in the world in those days.  
However, God chose seven representative churches to teach specific 
truth.  
 

b. The number seven.  
 

Display the large 7 symbol. 
 

The number seven means òfull and completeó.  In this case, it refers to 
the full and complete Church of Jesus Christ. It includes every believer 
in every generation down through the Church Age. Not one believer is 
left out.  
 

4. JESUSõ VITAL INTEREST IN HIS CHURCH 
 

a. By recording this message through His angel and John, Jesus 
sends greetings to every member of the True Church.  
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1) Jesus Christ is not talking to all members of local churches; neither 
is He speaking to all who attend local churches. He is speaking to 
Godõs children (true believers) wherever they are. He speaks to all 
who appreciate what He has done to redeem them and trust Him as 
Savior. 
 

2) Knowing that Jesus is talking to believers makes a difference in our 
ability to understand this unique book of Scripture.  
 

3) When one realizes believers have become involved in the terrible 
things described in the messages to the seven churches, the depth and 
impact of Christõs disappointment becomes even more recognizable. 
 

BELIEVERS ARE MEMBER S OF CHRISTôS TRUE CHURCH. 

JESUS CHRIST GREETS ALL BELIEVERS OF THE  CHURCH AGE NO 

MATTER WHAT LOCAL CHURCH THEY ATTEND. JESUS SENDS 

GREETINGS TO ALL MEMBERS OF GODôS FAMILY IN WHATEVER  

CENTURY OF THE CHURCH AGE THEY LIVE,  

EVEN IF THEY ARE  

NOT MEMBERS OF ANY LOCAL CHURCH.  
 

Refer to the chart showing the difference between members of local churches 
and members of the True Church of Jesus Christ. Chart is in Teacherõs 
Appendix. Each student should have a copy. 
 

b. Greetings of grace and peace. 

 

Display symbol for Grace and Peace, showing peace coming through the 
grace pipe because of the cross. 

 

The words ògraceó and peaceó are appropriately used, because Jesus  
Christ carried out the grace plan of His Father, which made peace 
available. Grace and peace are offered to all mankind, but only Godõs 
child appropriates what Christ offers.  
 

c. òGraceó. 

 

Information on òGod, the Three in Oneó is in Teacherõs Appendix. 
 

Essence box or list of Godõs characteristics is in Teacherõs Appendix. 

Scripture verses accompany each essence or attribute of God. 
 

Go over Godõs ten characteristics: Sovereignty, Righteousness, Love, Eternal 
Life, Justice, Omniscience, Omnipresence, Omnipotence, Veracity and 
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Immutability.  All three members of the Trinity possess the same ten 
characteristics or perfections. 
 

Inquire of students, òWhere is grace in the list of Godõs characteristics?  
What?   It is not there?ó 
 

1) Grace is not in the list of Godõs characteristics, because grace is not 
one of Godõs characteristics or perfections.  Grace is Godõs policy. 
Grace is Godõs love and kindness in action. Grace is Godõs good 
favor to those who deserve the opposite. Grace is the way God treats 
the human race and only because of Godõs grace is peace available. 
The human race would not exist without Godõs grace. 

2) As sinners, we deserve to be wiped off the face of the earth. 
Instead of destruction, however, God offers forgiveness and loving 
kindness.  Now, that is grace. 

3) The letters of the word òG R A C Eó provide a good definition of 
the word itself.  

                                GéGODôS            

                                       RéRICHES 

                                              AéAT 

                                                     CéCHRISTôS            

                                                            EéEXPENSE 
    

4) Grace is all that God is free to do for man because of Christõs work 
on the cross.  It is Godõs kindness freely given, though undeserved. 
Grace is based on Godõs character, not on manõs goodness or ability.  
Nothing about man makes him worthy of Godõs grace. 
 

UNDER GRACE GOD DOES ALL THE WORK  

AND MAN DOES THE RECEIVING.  

MAN SIMPLY ENJOYS TH E 

BENEFITS OF GODôS GRACE. 
 

EPHESIANS 2:8, 9 For by grace you have been 
saved through faith; and that (salvation is) not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; (salvation is a gift) 
not as a result of works, that no one should 
boast. 

 

5) In ancient times, the Greeks used the word ògraceó as a form of 
greeting. Instead of saying òHelloó as we do today, the Greeks 
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would say, òGrace to you.ó as they passed each other on the street. It 
meant òKindness to youó or òFavor to you.ó 
 

c. òPeaceó. 

1) The definition of peace is harmony or lack of conflict. Peace is 
stability and/or strength even in the face of pressure.  
 

2) Jesus gives peace to those who trust Him. In grace, God offers 

peace. Godõs grace policy comes before Godõs blessing of peace. 
 

JOHN 14:27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I 
give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to 
you.  Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be 
fearful.  

 

PEACE WITH GOD IS TH E OPPOSITE OF THE CONSTANT 

CHURNINGAND UNREST  

IN THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO  

WILL NOT TRUST JESUS  CHRIST. 

PEACE IS THE ABSENCE OF WAR.  UNBELIEVERSô SOULS ARE 

RESTLESS AND AT WAR UNTIL THEY  

FIND PEACE IN JESUS CHRIST. 
 

d. Two kinds of peace.  
 

1) God, in His grace offers two kinds of peace. 

2) First, we receive peace with  God the moment we believe in His Son 
as our Savior. 

3) Second, the peace of God is available to believers who grow up as 
Godõs children. As we learn more about God from His Word, we gain 
the peace of God. 

4) The following verses refer to the peace of God. 

EPHESIANS 6:23, 24 Peace be to the brethren, and 
love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Grace be with all those who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ with a love incorruptible.  

 

ROMANS 15:13  Now may the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, that you  
may abound (increase in riches and/or success) in 
hope (in confidence) by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.  
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II CORINTHIANS 13:11 Finally brethren, rejoice, 
be made complete, be comforted, be like minded, 
live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall 
be with you.  

 

PHILIPPIANS 4:7 -9 And the peace of God, which 
surpasses (goes beyond) all comprehension, 
(understanding) shall guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, brethren, whatever 
is true, whatever is honorable,  whatever is right, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
of good repute (has a good reputation), if there is 
any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, 
let your mind dwell on these things.  The things 
you have learned and received and heard and seen 
in me, practice these things; and the God of peace 
shall be with you.  

 

5) The Greeks said, òCharis, é Grace to youó when they met and the 
Jews said òShalom, é Peace to youó when they met. 

6) In REVELATION 1:4 , Jesus Christ greets the believers of the 
Church Age with the words òGrace to you and peace.ó  The greeting 
contains both the Greek and the Hebrew salutation. Is it, perhaps, 
emphasizing that Jews and Gentiles are united as members of Christõs 
True Church?  All Believers (both Gentiles and Jews) are treated with 
grace and are given peace. 

7) The greeting, òGrace to you and peaceó expresses Godõs desire that 
men be believers in Godõs Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore, 
benefit from Godõs blessing of peace in the soul. 

8) The words òGrace and Peaceó speak volumes about Christ and the 
work He did on the cross for the benefit of man.  Christõs unspeakable 
love motivated Him to die in our place. He accomplished the work 
through His remarkable policy of Grace.  
 
 

B. FROM JESUS CHRIST 

 

REVELATION 1:4  é from Him who is and who 
was and who is to come ... 
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Display the òWho sends the Greetings?  symbol  with the God triangle 
directly under it. 
 

Scripture makes clear who sends the greeting.  In the first line of verse 

four, John, the Apostle, as the penman of the Book of Revelation, states 

he is sending the greeting, by saying, ñJohn, to the seven churches éò  

However, someone else is involved.  Let us see if we can tell who it is. 
 

Point to the God symbol, then call attention to the symbol for the phrase, òHe 
who is and who was and who is to comeó, in the upper left hand corner of the 
God triangle. 
 

1. CHRIST SENDS THE GREETING  
 
 

a. The Father and the Spirit are involved.  
 

The Father and the Spirit are involved in sending the greeting, but 
since the Father gave the revelation to His Son (REVELATION 1:1)  it 
follows that Jesus Christ would be the One to send greetings. 
 

b. The phrase òfrom Him who is and who wasó. 
 

1) The phrase òfrom Him who is and who wasó speaks of God. The 
phrase òwho is to comeó is a direct reference to the second coming of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

2) òHe who is and who was.ó broadly refers to all three members of 
the Godhead.  All three are always present (òisó refers to right now) 
and all three always existed (òwasó refers to the past).  On the other 
hand, Jesus Christ is specifically referred to with the words, òwho is to 
come.ó  Jesus Christ is the member of the Godhead who came to the 
earth as a man at the First Advent and will òcome againó at the Second 
Advent to claim His throne, His crown and His kingdom.  The 
emphasis is on Jesus Christ as the member of the Triune God sending 
the greeting. 
 

REVELATION 1:4c éand from the seven Spirits 
who are before His throne.  
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2. THE HOLY SPIRIT  
 

Reference to seven Spirits does not mean there are seven different Spirits. John is 

talking about the one Holy Spirit.  (Seven means ñfull and completeò). Technically, 

it refers to the seven ministries of the Holy Spirit indwelling Jesus Christ as the One 

and Only God/Man.  The Holy Spirit is involved because the Holy Spirit indwells 

Jesus Christ in Hypostatic Union, that is, when Jesus Christ as fully Man and fully 

God lived on earth, the Holy Spirit lived in Him. 
 

 Information for deeper study on the hypostatic Union is in Teacherõs 
Appendix. 
 

a. ISAIAH 11:2  
 
 

ISAIAH 11:2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest 
upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord.  

 

b. Seven ministries of the Holy Spirit  
 

Display the visual for the seven ministries of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understanding current events  

in the light of Godôs Word. 

Spirit of the 

Lord 

ROOôAKH 

Filling of the Spirit 

Spirit of  

Knowledge 

DEAH 

Spirit of Counsel 
ETSAH 

Spirit of  
Wisdom. 

CHAKMAH  

Doing  what ós right when  difficult. 

Strength in virtue. 

GERUBAH 

Respecting God 

Fear of the Lord 
YIRAH 

Applying Godôs Word 

Spirit  
of  understanding 

BINAH 

ISAIAH 11:2  

Understanding Godôs Word 

Recognizing Godôs plan 


