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REVELATION 1:19 
 

GOD’S OUTLINE 

God’s Purpose ~ God’s Division 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Let us bow our heads for a few moments of silent prayer, then I will pray out loud. 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, we ask Your Holy Spirit to superintend all we study.  We 
pray for understanding in the lives of Your children.  Thank You for providing 
everything for us especially for the marvelous gift of salvation. Thank You, Father, 
for Your matchless love.  We pray in Jesusõ name. Amen. 
 

REVIEW 
 

Vocabulary List 
 

1. Blessings from God. 
 

Blessing means happiness. A blessing from God is super abundant happiness for 
the one who lives in Godõs plan.  Happiness, blessings and beatitudes are all the 
same. 
 

2. Mature. 
 

Mature means to ògrow upó or be ògrown upó.  When used in connection with 
Godõs child (a Christian, a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ), it means to grow up 
in the spiritual life. A mature believer lives in Godõs plan for his life and glorifies 
God on earth. Believers who òdrift off courseó from Bible study remain immature. 
Believers who persist in the spiritual life receive awards in heaven. A young person 
or a teen ager may be considered mature if he or she is  consistently advancing in 
the spiritual life.  Advancing to maturity is the desired  normal condition for Godõs 
child.   
 

3. “Those who die in Christ”. 
 

All Church Age believers are òin Christó. òDying in Christó refers to the physical 
death of Church Age believers who go straight to heaven to be òface to faceó (in 
intimate association) with their Lord (II Corinthians 5:8). 
 

4. “Wash their robes”. 
 

Washing robes symbolizes actions of believers who keep themselves pure by 
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allowing God to cleanse them.  It refers to believers living the spiritual life 
victoriously and consistently.  It strongly supports keeping sins confessed, 
studying and obeying Godõs Word; thus advancing in Godõs plan.  God actually 
does the purifying when believers are humble enough to confess sins.  òWashing 
robesó, òkeeping garmentsó and òobeying Godõs commandsó all imply 
faithfulness on the part of the believer. 
 

5. Wisdom. 
 

Wisdom is based on truth stored in the believerõs soul.  Wise believers value the 
Word of God, study it and make decisions based on what they learn.  When 
decisions are based on Godõs Word, scripture calls it wisdom. 
 

Summary. 
 

Seven Blessings in the book of REVELATION  are promised to believers.  A 
careful study of all seven blessings clearly emphasizes the importance of Bible 
study in the life of the believer. 
 

I. GOD’S OUTLINE 
 

A. GOD’S PURPOSE 
 

 

An important part of Godôs plan is for His children (those who believe Jesus Christ died 

on the cross for their sins) to study His Word and learn about Him so they can love Him  

more and glorify Him while on earth. The book of Revelation is in His Word. 
 

1. TO HELP HIS CHILDREN 
 

One of the things God does to help His children study this book is provide His own 

outline.  That outline is in REVELATION 1:19.  Now, letôs see how easy it is to divide 

the book of REVELATION. 
 

 

 

 

2. MEMORY VERSE 

REVELATION 1:19 Write, therefore the things which 
you have seen, and the things which are, and the 
things which shall take place after these things. 

 

Go over memory verse visuals.  Advise students to take the completed Class 
Activity home and post it in a conspicuous place to remind them to work on 
memorizing the verse.  
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Direct students to look at the symbols for the phrases in REVELATION 
1:19.  Symbols and directions for teaching are in Teacherõs Appendix. Call 
attention to Scripture reference in the shape of a key.  REVELATION 1:19 
is a òkeyó verse in the book of Revelation since it is Godõs outline for the 
entire book. 
 
 

  

3. PARAPHRASE 
 

Jesus Christ directs the apostle John to put into writing some 

important information John witnessed first hand.  Then Jesus quickly 

gives John an outline for organizing the data.  The information divides 

easily into three parts: past, present and future. 
 

B. GOD’S DIVISION 
 

 

1.  TIME PERIODS 
 

a. Class Activity. 
 

 

Pages for class activity are in Student Workbook. 

Class Activity goes with the memory verse.  Students should paste the 
PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE placards in the correct places under the 
phrases from REVELATION 1:19.  Tell students to place the activity pages 
flat on their desks during class and paste symbols correctly, when they are 
sure of their placement. Materials and directions are in Teacherõs Appendix.  
As always, teacher should have a finished example to help direct class 
activity. 
 
 

b. Diagram. 

 

 

 

 
 

Call attention to the three divisions according to the book of 

 

ñTHE THINGS WHICH                                 ñTHE THINGS WHICH                           ñTHE THINGS WHICH 

    YOU HAVE SEENò                                               AREò                                                 SHALL TAKE PLACEò 

 

 THE THINGS WHICH             THE THINGS WHICH                    THE THINGS WHICH 

   YOU HAVE SEEN                              ARE                                     SHALL TAKE PLACE 

          

     PAST                              PRESENT                            FUTURE 
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REVELATION: òthe things which you have seenó; òthe things which areó; òthe 
things which shall be...after these thingsó. 

c. Song:  “ John the Apostle”. 
 

The song òJohn the Apostleó has already been introduced.  It is fun to sing using 
accompanying signs and it qualifies as an activity. Words and directions are in 
Teacherõs Appendix. 

 

d. Use of time divisions. 
 

1) God uses the divisions of time to organize and enhance understanding of 
the book of REVELATION.  

2) God seems to be saying “I‟m doing everything I can to help those who 
want to understand My book. If you are interested in knowing  My future 
plans, you don‟t have to go to any other source.  I will tell you everything 
you need to know.” Our God is most kind and thoughtful, is He not? 

3) There is another way to express the divisions of time: “PAST, PRESENT” 
and FUTURE.” The past happened yesterday and all the days before.  The 
present is right now, today.  The future will happen tomorrow and all the 
days to come. 
 

Display the infinity symbol showing time pulled down like a shade. Place the Past, 
Present and Future diagram under the scroll to demonstrate time as we know it 
separates into these three parts. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY IS THE TOMORROW YOU  

THOUGHT ABOUT YESTERDAY. 
   

 

      

  

PAST                                          PRESENT                               FUTURE 

Time, pulled down like a shade 

INFINITY 
Eternity Past and Future  
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2. DIVISIONS DEFINED 
 

Point to these divisions on the infinity chart as you teach. 
 

a. Past. 
 

1) The past refers to yesterday and all the days before, but closer 
examination of VERSE 19 defines the “yesterday” about which John 
was told to write. God did not direct John to write about events from 
the Old Testament or about everything  in history. God‟s directions 
were specific.  God instructed John to record what he had seen with 
his own two eyes. 
 

If you are directing class activity, the òPastó label should be pasted under the 
òThings which you have seenó. 
 

2) What were the things John had seen?  They could include what 
John saw while Jesus Christ was on earth.  John had seen Christ 
perform miracles such as healing the sick, restoring sight to the blind, 
enabling the lame to walk and bringing the dead back to life. 
 

Visuals depicting the miracles, the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus Christ  could be scattered around on the flannel board. 

 

3) John was an eyewitness to the crucifixion of Jesus. He was an 
eyewitness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ and he was there the day 
Christ returned to heaven. 
 

Display symbols for these events. 
 

4) Can you think of a place in the Bible where John wrote about those 
events? They are recorded in John‟s Gospel and in the books of First, 
Second and Third John.  

THE THINGS JOHN SAW MIGHT INCLUDE THE EVENTS SPOKEN 
OF IN HIS OTHER WRITINGS, BUT THE PHRASE “THE THINGS 

WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN” SPECIFICALLY REFERS TO...  

WHAT JESUS CHRIST REVEALED TO JOHN IN THE  

FIRST CHAPTER OF HIS REVELATION.  THAT  IS THE PAST 

REFERRED TO HERE. 
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b. Present. 
 

The Present might be more difficult to explain since John lived long before 
the time we think of as the present. 
 

1) The phrase “The things which are” refers to the Church Age, the 
age in which we live. The Church Age began on the Day of Pentecost 
in A. D. 30, when there were tongues of fire, the Holy Spirit came to 
dwell in believers and men spoke in and understood foreign 
languages. John was there (ACTS 2:1-13). 
 

2) The Church Age ends when Jesus Christ removes His Church 
from the world at the Rapture or resurrection.  The Rapture has not 
yet taken place.  The Church Age is still going on.  John lived in the 
early days of the Church Age and we live in the final days of the 
Church Age (I CORINTHIANS 15:51-57; I THESSALONIANS 4:13-18). 
 

THE CHURCH AGE BEGAN WHILE JOHN WAS ALIVE. 

IT WAS THE PRESENT TO JOHN. IT IS STILL THE PRESENT TO US. 

WE LIVE IN THE SAME AGE AS JOHN. 

 
A simple timeline alleviates confusion. Teacher should be familiar 
with the chart.  

 

3) Timeline.                                                            
    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

The phrase “The things which are” (The Present) refers to the 

Church Age. 

 

4) REVELATION Chapters 2 and 3 contain God‟s report of the 
Church Age. John describes in detail seven real, local churches 

 

                              “THE    THINGS   WHICH   ARE” 

        THE PRESENT        We are 

Here   
  JOHN     

Beginning of Church Age 

Todayôs date? A.D. 200? 

Day of Pentecost   30 A.D. 
Acts 2:4 

End of Church Age - Rapture 
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existing at the time of his writing. 
 

5) The number seven means “full and complete.”  Seven churches 
picture the true church (that is: every member of Christ‟s Church from 
John‟s time until the Church Age ends). 

 

Students should paste the symbol for òThe Presentó under òthe things which 
areó on their activity pages. 

c. Future. 
 

1) The future division begins after the removal of the Church from the 
earth. The exact time of the removal is unknown, but it is the next 
event on God‟s calendar.  The majority of the events in REVELATION 
occur after the Church is removed. That is the Future division. 
 
 

2) “The things which shall take place…after these things” is a 
reference to events scheduled to happen after the Church Age. 
 

3) “The things which shall take place” includes four distinct, and 
distinctly different, periods: 1. the Rapture of the church; then two 
earthly periods. First, 2. seven-years known as the Tribulation and  3. 
1,000-years referred to as the Millennium. 4. It also presents a short 
report on eternity future.  A list of some of the future events follows. 
 

Many students will be hearing the names of these future events for the first 
time. Do not try to explain or teach them, now.  Handle them as 
announcements of coming events.  Point to the chart as you announce each 
event to show it occurs in the future. 

 

ONE EVENT IS PRIOR TO THE TRIBULATION 

Rapture of the Church  

TRIBULATION EVENTS 

(Evaluation of believers in heaven as Tribulation plays out on earth) 

Signing of a treaty between the Jews and Antichrist 

Seven seal judgments 

Setting up of Antichristôs image in the temple 

Seven trumpet judgments 

Seven drinking goblet judgments 

Destruction of Babylon 

Campaign of Armageddon 

MILLENNIAL  EVENTS 
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Return of Jesus Christ 

Separation of sheep and goats 

Satanôs confinement to the abyss 

Christôs 1,000-year reign on earth 

Satanôs release from the abyss 

Gog-Magog war 

Satan sent to the lake of fire 

Great White Throne judgment 

Unbelievers sent to the lake of fire 

ETERNITY  FUTURE 

New Heaven, New earth, New Jerusalem 
 
 

4) Jesus Christ„s return to earth at His Second Advent is connected 
with the final battle in the campaign of Armageddon which ends the 
Tribulation.  Christ‟s 1,000- year reign follows. At the end of time, 
unbelievers are judged and cast into the Lake of Fire.  Unbelievers 
are not condemned because of sin, but for rejecting the divine 
solution for sin: faith alone in Christ alone.  

5) Gospel. 
 

 

Keep reminding students that Church Age believers do not go through the 
Tribulation.  You might utilize the gospel information in Teacherõs 
Appendix to present the òGood Newsó that Christ died for our sins and rose 
again.  Following the presentation, address the believerõs eternal security 
and protection from judgment. 
 

6) Your decision concerning Christôs work on the cross determines 

your final destiny.  Once you have trusted Jesus Christ as Savior your 

destination is secure.  You are going to heaven and that is settled. 

Additionally, as a Church Age believer, you are protected from the 

horrors of the Tribulation. Church Age believers are removed before 

the Tribulation begins.  That is settled also. 
 

 

REVELATION 3:10 Because you (believers) have 
kept the word of my perseverance (by obeying the 
command to trust Christ ), I also will keep (protect) 
you from the hour of testing (the Tribulation), that 
hour which is about to come upon the whole 
world to test those who dwell (are comfortably 
settled down, that is, unbelievers) upon the earth.  
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a) If you are God‟s child, your destination is secure.  Your protection 
from judgment is secure.  However, what you do with your life from 
the time you believe until you leave this earth will make a great deal of 
difference.  

b) God has a special plan for your life.  In the Church Age, God has 
given believers everything they need in order to grow to maturity in 
that plan.  God never gives a command without providing the ability to 
carry it out.  The believer is commanded to stay in fellowship 
(GALATIANS 5:25), be active in a local church (HEBREWS 10:25), 
study the Bible regularly and apply what is learned (II TIMOTHY 

2:15).  True happiness, true blessing, true meaning and true purpose in 
life can only be achieved by following God‟s directives (COLOSSIANS 

3:1-2; PHILIPPIANS 1:6). 
 

c) Church Age believers do not enter the Tribulation and are not even 
required to appear in the courtroom at the Great White Throne 
judgment. Believers are evaluated for awards, but protected from 
judgment.    

 THE GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT IS FOR UNBELIEVERS. 

d) After the Great White Throne judgment, God supplies a new 
Heaven, a new earth and a new Jerusalem.  

e) “The things which shall take place” is the easiest division to pin 
down, because all events are future, to us, today.  The Future is the 
longest of the three divisions. 
 

Students should paste the symbol for the Future under òthe things which shall 
take place after these thingsó Point to all three symbols lined up under the 
three Scripture phrases. 
 

GOD DIVIDES THIS BOOK INTO “PAST, PRESENT AND 
FUTURE”. 

e. Future Chart: Chapters 4 through 22 , THE FUTURE. 
 

A simple chart for Chapters 4 through 22 follows.  A more detailed chart is in 
Teacherõs Appendix. 
 

REVELATION has 22 chapters.  Subtract the first 3 CHAPTERS 
(Chapter 1 covers the Past division; Chapters 2 and 3 cover the 
Present).  19 CHAPTERS remain to cover the Future division.  
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CHARTING THE FUTURE DIVISION BY CHAPTERS  

HEAVEN 

 

  

 
                        

                                              
                                                                                                     

 

      

 

                                

EARTH       
                                   

THE MAJORITY OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION  

IS PROPHECY. 
 

 

Display a large , more detailed classroom chart (Directions are in Teacherõs 
Appendix) and refer to it often while teaching. Take a few minutes to 
explain the chart. The following information could be included on studentsõ 
individual charts, or students could take notes as teacher reports. 
 

a. CHAPTERS 4 and 5 deal with a scene in heaven after the 
Rapture of the Church. 

 

b. CHAPTERS 6 through 19 cover the Tribulation. 
 

c. CHAPTER 20 deals with the Millennium. 
 

d. CHAPTER 21 and the first 5 VERSES of CHAPTER 22 
speak of eternity future.  

e. CHAPTER 22, VERSES 6 through 21, conclude this unique 
book in God’s Word.  Indeed, those 16 VERSES are God’s 
final, written words. 

 

I BELIEVE GOD’S FINAL WORDS ARE IMPORTANT FOR HIS 

CHILDREN TO STUDY. 

I HOPE YOU DO, TOO! 
 

3. THREE REMINDERS 
 

Go over the three reminders briefly. Two were taught with the seven 
blessings. This slightly different approach reinforces the truth they teach. 

Chapter 20 

TRIBULATION 

The Tribulation  is 

the longest unit in 

the Future 

division. 
MILLENNIUM 

HEAVENLY 

SCENE 

CONCLUSION 

ETERNITY 

Chapters 6-19 

Chapters 4, 5 
Chapter 21-22:5 

Chapter 22:6-21 
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a. Blessing. 
 

The last chapter of ñTHE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST” contains the 

final of the seven blessings we just studied.  We learned that REVELATION 

begins with a blessing and REVELATION ends with a blessing. 
 

b. Warning. 
 

We also learned that REVELATION 22 contains a warning. One of the three 

reminders is a warning not to add to, take away from or misquote the Bible.  We 

have already studied that warning. God placed it at the end of His Word to help us 

remember a most important fact: Godôs Word is true. We can believe it. We can 

trust it. We must not change it! 
 

THE TRUTH IN GOD’S WORD IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN OUR PET 

IDEAS OR THEORIES. 

THE IMPORTANT THING IS, “WHAT DOES GOD’S WORD SAY?” 
 

c. Final reminder.  
 

Finally, Jesus Christ reminds His children that He is coming again to take us to 

heaven to live with Him. Three times in CHAPTER 22 (vs. 7, 12, 20) Jesus Christ 

promises to return to earth. God placed the promise of His return at the end of His 

Word to remind His children that His Son is coming back.  God urges His children 

to listen to His message, watch for and be ready when His Son comes back.  The 

emphasis is obvious. 
 

GODôS WORD ENDS WITH A MARVELOUS REMINDER TO WHICH 

GODôS CHILD CAN CLING. 
 

JESUS CHRIST IS COMING AGAIN! 
 

4. SONG 
 

òWhen We Think of Christõs True Loveó, Student Songbook. P. 72, 
ORéóJesus is Coming Againó.  P. 151, òGreat Hymns of the Faithó. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, 
 

Thank You for providing so much truth for us.  Thank you for 
communicating with signs that help us, for dividing this book and giving us 
your outline. Thank You for making it possible for us to study under the 
power of your Spirit and understand your message more clearly. Take the 
things we have learned and make them part of our thinking. In Jesusõ Name, 
we pray,  Amen. 


