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OPENING PRAYER

It is important for believers in the Lord Jesus Christ to be filled with the Spirit.
Therefore, we spend a few moments in silent prayer, confessing our sins (if
necessary) in preparation for study. Then | will pray out loud.

We thank You, Father, for the tremendous portion of Scripture we are
preparing to study. Enable us, by the power of Your spirit, to concentrate
on the things presented. Enable us to store what we learn in our souls and
respond by living our lives in the light of eternity...by Your matchless grace.
Il n Jesusd Name, we pray. Amen.

REVIEW

Vocabulary List

Discuss each item on the list.

Witness

To vouch for what one has seen or heard personally.

Testimony

The content: what is said or written when witnessing.

Credentials

The documents or records that prove one
Blood of Christ

Synonymousterm for the work of Christ on the cross in paying for sin as our
substitute.

Summary

our study covered REVELATION 1:1 and 2, then detoured to study the seven

Blessings and REVELATION 1:19. We have returned to the chronological order
of CHAPTER 1. Review should be helpful, at this point.

Remind students of the following.

The apostle John is our fellow besstvant in the Lord Jesus Christ. He
understood he would face trouble and persecution because of his loyalty to Christ.

He was on a small i sland call ed oO0Pat mc
about the Lord.
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One Sunday morning, John was in fellowship with the Holy Spirit,
studying the Word of God when suddenly a voice as loud as the blast of a
war trumpet startled hi m. The
commanded him to record what he saw and send the information to seG
existing local churches named in the text.

Use this opportunity to remind students of the importance of being
fellowship. If John had not been in fellowship with the Holy Spirit, he
would not have heard the Lordds voice ev

I. HARMONY

A. HARMONY OF PURPOSE

1. PURPOSE OF THE BIBLE

a. The Bible I s Go@Godgaveittoussotwen Wor d t o
could know Him, learn how much He loves us and love Him in

return. Jesus Christ is the living Word of God and the Bible is a

portrait of Him. Men who respond to the truth in the written Word of

God are inspired to live in ways that glorify the living Word of God,
Jesus Christ.

b. Godds complete writt@GHENESIle ssage to
the Biblebs first book and the final
REVELATION. The Bible reveals Godo6és Son,
eternal purpose revolves.

2. PURPOSE OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION

Jesus Christ fills the horizon of God
who He is, what He has accomplished and what He is doing now, but
the book of Revelation, the capstone

emphasizes what He is going to do. REVELATION completes the
reportsbodér yitli 6t he hi story of Jesus Ch

3. PURPOSE OF CHAPTER 1
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a. To introduce the book of Revelation.

1) Chapter 1 is the foundation for the rest of the book of Revelation.
't establishes the title, the Iiter
of communication, Godo6és outline of

purpose and contains, as we shall see, a glorious portrait of Jesus
Christ (Revelation 1:14-16).

2) I n Verse 1 of Chapter 1 we | earn
promised Jesus Christ would use signs, symbols and wonders for the

benefit of His children (other translations actually use the word
Asignifiedo to convey that emphasi s
way of teaching something unfamiliar and complicated, but

important for His children to understand.

b. To establish a foundation for study.

1) The entire Bible sets forth the person of Jesus Christ. The book of
Revelation contains the most concentrated description of Jesus
anywhere in Scripture: the portrait of His glory.

2) CHAPTER 1 divides easily into seven parts.

1. Verse 1 Title

2. Verse 2 Method of Revelation

3. Verse 3 Promised Blessing

4. Verses 4-8  Greetings: from John and the Lord Jesus Christ

5. Verses 9-18 Harmony of Purpose; The Glorified Christ,
Evaluating His Church

6. Verse 19 Outline of the Book: Past, Present and Future

7. Verse 20  Explanation (seven stars and seven lampstands)

3) We are currently in division 5: Harmony of Purpose and The
Glorified Christ, Evaluating His Church. Earlier lessons covered
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verses 9-11, then our lessons skipped ahead to consider the outline of

the book of Revelation in verse 19. We resume, now, with verses 12

and 13.

John heard a voice behind him in verse 10 and verse 11 contained the

Godds command to John to write what h
seven churches. Verse 12 continues...

REVELATION 1:12 And I (Johr) turned to see the
voice (from verse 1pthat was speaking with me.
And having turned I saw seven golden
lampstands...

B. HARMONY OF JOHN’S PURPOSE

1. JOHN TURNS TO SEE THE SPEAKER

a. The voice comes from behind John (REVELATION 1:10).

The voice is |l oud and cl ear. It attra
fisee the voice0O b ut  yseew voiteoyou thearta voice. John turns

to see who is speaking.

b. John is interested and also polite.

John wants to hear the speaker and wants the speaker to know he is

interested. When you hear a voice and make the effort to turn and face

the speaker it shows interest in what is being said. It is also polite to

do so. John was vitally interested. He did not want to miss one word.

We might ask ourselves, AWhat is our
Lord?o.

¢. John sees more than he expected.

When John turns, he sees, surrounding him in a panoramic view, an

amazing sight. After John recovers from his initial shock, He begins to

describe the remarkable Iitems so we ¢

d. Seven Golden Lampstands.
1) The number 78 seven means full and complete.
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The symbol here should be 1 lampstand preceded by the number 7.

N
N 2) Golden- the lampstands are made of pure gold (verse 12). Gold
speaks of Deity. It pictures God.

Di splay Gododés gol den crown symbol

Gold is the first and last metal mentioned in Scripture. Gold, the most
valuable metal in the universe, is warm in color and does not rust. This
most rare and enduring metal is the emblem of divine royalty. God, the
Son lives in believers of the Church Age symbolizing believers are
me mb er s Ruo¥al Fandly 0 s

3) Lampstands - Lampstands picture the churches of the Church Age,
but they do not represent all members of all local churches only those
members who are golden, because Christ lives in them (they are
believers).

COLOSSIANS 1:27c ... to whom God willed to
make known what is the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles, which is, Christ in
you, the hope (confidencedf glory.

4) Seven golden lampstands. Seven golden lampstands picture Ch r i st 6 s
light shinning through all true believers (pastors and individuals alike)

because all true light and knowledge comes from God. When men
believe in God the Son (Jesus Christ), He comes to live in them and
wants to shine His light through them.

‘AV@ Display seven golden lampstand symbols in an open circle without the figure
A N of Christ in the middle.

N

SEVEN GOLDEN LAMPSTANDS REPRESENTCHRIST6 S FULL
AND COMPLETE CHURCH.

ALL BELIEVING PASTORS AND ALL INDIVIDUAL BELIEVING
MEMBERS OF CEGHIRGHDD®B/N THROUGH THE
CHURCH AGE ARE INCLUDED.
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Remind students that all church members are not believers in Jesus (G
and are not golden. Remind them also that some believers in Jesus
have never joined a church. Discuss these things and answer questi 7
necessary.

5) In the Old Testament Tabernacle a golden lampstand provided

brilliant light and represented the coming Messiah to the Jews. In the

New Testament, when Christ came to ea
among men Christ was the light of the world.

JOHN 9:5 While I am in the world, I am the Light
of the world.

JOHN 8:12 Again therefore Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “I am the light of the world; he who
follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but
shall have the light of life.”

2. SOMEONE IN THE MIDDLE

REVELATION 1:13 and in the middle of the
lampstands one like a son of man, clothed in a
robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His
breast with a golden girdle.

Display the seven lampstands with Christ in the center and light from Ch
shinning through each lampstandCall attention to Jesus Christ in the
middle of seven golden lampstands.

D i

a. Jesus Christ left the world and returned to Heaven. His light now
shines through those on earth who have chosen to be His bond-
servants.

b. Jesus Christ in the middle of the lampstands also teaches that
Jesus is personally involved with the members of His True Church.

1) The symbol, seven golden lampstands with Christ in the middle,
represents believers in Jesus Christ receiving His light and displaying
that light in the form of the gospel, the Word of God and the way they
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live their lives. Since Christ is physically absent today, believers are the
light of the world. What a privilege and opportunity it is for the Church.

2) It is only possible for Godods |ig
children. He is the light within us. As believers grow spiritually, His light
(glory) increasingly shines through them.

EPHESIANS 5:8 For you were formerly darkness,
but now yvou are light in the Lord; walk as children
of light.

3) Seven golden lampstands (with Christ in the center) also teach that
Jesus Christ 1s speaking especially to Church Age believers who can
di splay the | ight of the gospel i n t

4) The Revelation of Jesus Christ is
representatives. Believers have the authority to proclaim how to go to
heaven € and how to shun hell

¢. Gospel.

1) If you believe Jesus Christ died in your place for your sins, Jesus Christ
lives in you. If Jesus Christ lives in you, You are golden, too and should
give off His light to the rest of the world.

BELIEVERS ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

BECAUSE THE LIGHT OF CHRIST SHINES THROUGH THEM
AND DI SPLAYS GODOGS LI GHT TO MANI

PHILIPPIANS 2:15 ...that you may prove yourselves
to be blameless and innocent, children of God above
reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, among whom you appear as lights of
the world.

2) Lampstands use oil. Oil pictures the Holy Spirit. Christ is responsible
for the oil i n the | amps. God, the F
name (JOHN 14:26). The One standing in the middle supplies the oil,
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takes care of the lampstands and trims the wicks if they begin smoking
or putting out a bad smell. The One in the middle adjusts the lampstands
to give the best light. The One in the middle is Jesus Christ.

3) Now that Jesus Christ has returned to Heaven, believers receive
power from the indwelling Holy Spirit and they are the light of the
world. Lampstands picture the true Church of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ
is in the middle of His Church. He is personally involved with individual
believers and constantly evaluates their motives.

4) 1t is undeniable that the Church he
well as it could. However, many believers shine enough that unbelievers

Asettled down on eartho cannot help bt
of Chr i indoriesof His lchildrey.

3. THE ONE JOHN SEES
a. Is “like” the Son of Man (still verse 13).

Call attention to the golden symbol for Jesus Christ.

b. The word “like”.

1) The word, dlikeo tells wus this One
other humans. Jesus Christ is fully man and that is important. However,

He is more than man. Jesus Christ is both God and Man in one. This is

an important doctrine_known as the Hypostatic Union.

The term AHypostatic Uni ono comes fr
meaning fAnatures unitedo

See Teacher 6s Appendi x for st ui
class session. However, teacher may study the packet and at this point,
summarize what students need to know for this lesson and be prepared to
answer questions.
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2) No other human being is God. No other member of the Godhead has
ever become Man. Jes@Oneof&€indi st i s

c. The phrase “Son of Man”.

This phrase emphasizes Jesus as fully Man (JOHN 5:27) . The One
responsible for lighting the lampstands is still with His lampstands. In a
way HlEkeoiHswas wien He lived on earth. He continues to
watch over His Church and be personally involved with the members.

THERE IS ONLY ONE
GOD-MAN: THE MAN, JESUS CHRIST.

4. WHAT THE ONE JOHN SEES IS WEARING

a. A full length robe.
Next, we find the one John sees dressed in clothes of priestly

dignity as judge. The Father has given all judgment to the Son
(JOHN 5:22).

For a full description of the clothing worn by priggtiges of Israel, study the
entire CHAPTERS of EXODUS 28 and ZECHARIAH 3. A basic knowledge
of Melchizedek: priest and king, would also be helpful (GENESIS 14:18;
PSALM 110:4; HEBREWS 7:1).

1) Scripture describes the robe as full length. In ancient times only men
of great importance and wealth wore full-length robes. Long robes
dragging along the road easily picked up dirt and only the wealthy could
afford to keep them clean.

2) Jesus Christ is even more important than a king and priest. He is the
Prophet, the Priest, the King and the Judge. He is the Great High
Priest He is God.

b. A golden girdle.

Display the golden girdle symbol.
1) It has already been noted that gold speaks of God. This is not a belt

N
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interwoven with single golden threads, but is fashioned from pure,
golden material. Gold is the first metal mentioned in the Bible (Genesis
2:11, 12) and also the last mentioned in Revelation (Chapter 21:21).

2) Girdle -This is not a girdle like women wear to hold in their tummies.
It is a very long belt or sash.

3) Across His breast - The belt comes over the shoulder, wraps around

the waist and still reaches all the way to the ground.

4) The golden girdle emphasizes Jesus Christ as Divine Judge whose

authority comes from God the FathefThe golden girdle formally

announces the Judgebs arrival . The R
presents a preview of the Judgebs fut

JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAVIOR NOW, BUT IF WE WILL NOT TRUST
HIM AS SAVIOR
WE WILL, ONE DAY, FACE HIM AS JUDGE.

WHICH WOULD YOU RATHER DO?

5. SONG: “One Day!” Page 103, Great hymns of the Faith”.

THE ONE WEARING THEULL LENGTH
ROBE IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PERSON
IN THE UNIVERSE.

CLOSING PRAYER

We thank You, Father, for the wonderful truth from Your Word. We tha\
You for our heavenly Teacher, Your Spirit, and we ask that He take
doctrine we have learned and add it to the treasure of truth in our douls.
Jesusd Name, we pray, Amen.
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And His head and His hair
were white like white wool,
like snow; and His eyes were
like a flame of fire, and His feet
were like burnished bronze,
when it has been caused to
glow in a furnace, and His
voice was like the sound of
many waters. And in His right
hand He held seven stars; and
out of His mouth came a sharp
two-edged sword; and His face
was like the sun shining in its
strength.

REVELATION 1:14-16

This is the ancient of days, the eternal One who
sees everything, knows everything and evaluates
everything. He is the Supreme judge who has
taken the pronounced judgment upon Himself. He
Is personally involved with His people, He loves
them, protects them and teaches them. He is
perfectly able and worthy of accomplishing
everything because He is the Eternal Creator,
Redeemer, Prophet, Priest, Judge, King and

God.



