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1 JOHN 1:9 
 

OPENING PRAYER  
 

Let us bow our heads for a few moments of silent prayer to prepare our souls 
for the study of Godõs Word.  Then, I will pray out loud. 
 

Thank You, Heavenly Father, for young people who love Your Word and for 
the opportunity to teach them.  We thank You for our Spiritual Teacher, the 
Holy Spirit, who gives us understanding. May the Spirit take the things we 
study and make them part of our souls so we can make wise decisions for the 
rest of our lives.  We pray these things in Jesusõ name. Amen.    
 

REVIEW  
 

Each review covers important points from the previous lesson, plus additional 
information helpful to the current lesson. Some reviews are more extensive 
than others. Teacher should use only what is needed for the particular class.  

 

Vocabulary List  
 

The Barrier between God and Man: Sin was the barrier between God and 
man.  
 

Sin: Anything unlike God. Any thought, word or act contrary to Godõs 
perfect character.  The selfish attitude of putting oneõs self  ahead of anything 
else. 
 

Gospel: The òGood Newsó that Jesus Christ died in my place for my sins. 
 

Impute: To put to an account something that was not there before. 
 

 

Natural Man: A physically alive human being without spiritual life: child of 
man. 
 

Child of God: Someone born again (spiritually) into Godõs Family: child of 
God. 
 

Summary  
 

The previous session was about our family relationship with God.  At the 
moment of faith in Jesus Christ (believing Jesus Christ died as our substitute 
for our sins) the believer is placed into Godõs forever Family. He is a new 
creature: he has a new life (eternal), a new family (Godõs), a new nature 
(spiritual) and a new relationship with God (as Father).  All are permanent.  



3  PREPARATION  Fellowship  I John 1:9  

I. INTRODUCTION III  
  

A. FELLOWSHIP  

  
 

1. LIVING AS GODõS CHILD 
   

a. God wants everyone to be saved and become His child.  
 

I TIMOTHY 2:3, 4 This is good and acceptable in 
the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men 
to be saved and come to the knowledge of the 
truth.  

GALATIANS 3:26 For you are all the sons 
(children) of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  

JOHN 1:12, 13 But as many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to become children of 
God, even to those who, believe (have faith) in His 
name, who were born not of blood, (not by physical 
birth) nor of the will of the flesh (not by  
inheritance), nor of the will of man (not by human 
decree), but of God (from above, by Godõs grace 
through faith). 

b. Lesson 1 was about a family relationship with God.  

We learned how to become Godõs child by faith alone in  Christ alone. 
Heaven is guaranteed to every believer (I PETER 1:4-5). This lesson 
concerns fellowship or harmony within our new family.   
 

c. Perhaps you believe in (trust)  Jesus Christ as your Savior , but you 
are asking òAm I really Godõs child?ó  
 

And you might also wonder  òWill I always be in His family?ó If you 
believe Jesus died as your substitute for sin, God says  you have (as a 
present possession) eternal life, you are His child and you can know  

this to be true. 

I JOHN 5:13 These things I have written to you 
who believe in the name of the Son of God in 
order that you may know  that you have eternal 
life.             
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d. God says our family relationship with Him is secure and 
everlasting.  

 

ROMANS 8:38, 39  For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor  things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other created 
things, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord   (believers 
are òINó Christ Jesus).  

 

WE CAN BELIEVE WHAT GOD SAYS  
FOR GOD DOES NOT LIE  

              

TITUS 1:2  éin the hope of eternal life, which 
God, who cannot lie , promised long ago.  

 

GOD IS ALWAYS TRUE T O HIS WORD.  
GOD KEEPS HIS PROMIS ES.  

 

e. If it is hard for you to believe that you can know  you are Godõs 
child and that you are secure in that relationship  think of this.  

You became Godõs child because God loves you. It cost you nothing, 
but it cost God His own, dear Son. Since God paid such a high price, 
why would He let anything take you out of His family ?ó   
 

GOD IS NOT WEAK.  THERE IS NO POWER STRONG  
ENOUGH TO SEPARATE G ODõS CHILD FROM GODõS LOVE. 

 

This is an excellent time to fill out Spiritual Birth Certificates. Copy 
certificate from page 13, distribute to students, discuss each item and help 
students fill in information. Be sure they KNOW they are Godõs child and 
that nothing can change that fact.  Some were saved long ago and wonõt  
remember when it happened. They can fill in òexact time unknownó. Do not 
force any student to sign. Use any reticence to answer questions. Allow 
unsigned certificates to be taken home if there is no positive decision. Follow 
through in future classes with such students. 
 

2. GODõS PLAN  
 

IT IS IMPORTANT FOR GODõS CHILD  
TO LIVE IN GODõS PLAN. 
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a. God has a unique plan for each of His children after  salvation.  
 

b. What is Godõs plan for you? Godõs purpose always includes 
growing to maturity spiritually (II PETER 3:18). He even supplies 
the tools necessary for reaching that objective.  
 

c. It is possible for every child of God to live within Godõs plan,  
glorify God and receive the highest and best God has provided for 
His children (EPHESIANS 1:3 -6; JUDE 24, 25). 
 

 

 

3. GODõS WORD  
  

 

a. It is impossible to reach an objective in a plan without 
instructions.  Therefore, God provided an instruction book (the 
Bible) for His children.   
 

b. Knowledge of Godõs Word teaches Godõs child how God thinks 
and how much He loves His children.  
  

c. Knowledge of the Bible enables Godõs child to grow in knowledge 
of God and motivates His children to love Him more.  

JOHN 4:19  We love because He first loved us.  
 

d. Love for God motivates us to obey Godõs instructions.  
  

e. Anyone desiring to know Godõs plan for his life must study Godõs 
Word, the Bible.  
 

GOD PUT INTO WRITING EXACTLY WHAT HE WAN TS HIS 

CHILDREN TO KNOW.  I F YOU WANT TO KNOW  

GODôS PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE, YOU WILL HAVE TO  

 STUDY  HIS BOOK. 

THERE IS NO OTHER WAY.  
 

 

Teacher might put the following chart on the board: the Bible is Godôs 

ñBasic Instruction Before Leaving Earthò. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

B...asic 

       I...nstruction 

          B...efore 

                L...eaving 

                      E...arth 
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4. GODõS  FELLOWSHIP            

 

a. Staying in fellowship is important for Godõs child (I 
CORINTHIANS 2:12 -13).  
 

1) Because his new family is spiritual, God provided a spiritual teacher 
to help His child  understand His spiritual instruction book.  
   

JOHN 14:16  And I will ask the Father, and He 
will give you another helper,  that He may be with 
you forever (Godõs Spirit never leaves Godõs child, but 
fellowship can change); that is the Spirit (Holy Spirit) 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive (only 
Godõs child receives Godõs Spirit), because it does not 
behold Him or know Him, but you know Him 
because He abides with you and will be in you  
(after Christ left earth and went back to heaven, His 
Spirit came to live in every believer). 

 

2) A child of God begins as all children do...as a baby.  Just as a new 
baby needs food, so Godõs children need to òfeed onó Godõs Word. 
The way to grow up in Godõs family is to study and respond to Godõs 
Word in the power of  Godõs Spirit.   
 

 I PETER 2:2  Like newborn babes, long for the 
pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow  in 
respect to salvation.     

MATTHEW 4:4  But He answered and said, òIt is 
written, ôMan shall  not live on  bread alone, but 
on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of 
God.õ ó 

II PETER 3:18  But grow in the grace and 
knowledge  of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

 

b. Learning Godõs Word is essential.   
 

Without knowledge of Godõs Word Godõs children become weak and 
do not grow spiritually. The family relationship remains permanent, 
because it depends on the faithfulness of God. Godõs power holds His 
child firmly within His Family circle.  
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Display the Family Circle symbol showing Godõs child firmly held in Godõs hand.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOHN 10:28  I give eternal (Godõs everlasting. 
permanent) life to them (those who trust Jesus Christ as 
Savior) and they shall never (no, not ever) perish (in the 
lake of fire), and no one shall snatch them out of the 
Fatherõs hand (Godõs children are secure).  

 

2) Godõs child needs the ministry of Godõs Spirit to teach him Godõs Word 
Believers have the indwelling of the Spirit and are commanded to be 
filled with the Spirit. The Spirit is our teacher and mentor. It is impossible 
to fully understand Godõs Word apart from the filling of Godõs Spirit. 
 

 EPHESIANS 5:18  And do not get drunk with wine, 
for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit 
(Godõs command is òkeep on being filled with the spiritó). 

EPHESIANS 4:30 And do not grieve (make unhappy or 
sad)  the Holy Spirit of God , by whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption.  

I THESSALONIANS 5:19 Do not quench (smother or 
ignore completely) the Spirit...  

GALATIANS 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and 
you will not carry out the desire of the flesh (the Spirit 
gives you strength to resist the old sin nature). 

ROMANS 15:18-19 For I will not presume to speak of 
anything except what Christ has accomplished 
through me, resulting in the obedience of the 
Gentiles by word and deed, in the power and signs 
and wonders, in the power (guidance, harmony and 
fellowship) of the Spirit . 

GODôS CHILD IS SECURE IN 

THE PALM OF HIS  FATHERôS 

HAND. 
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B. GODôS WAY  

 
1.  AFTER SALVATION  

 

SIN AFTER SALVATION SPOILS FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD.   
 

PROVERBS 8:36  But he who sins against Me injures 
himself.  

a. Sin breaks fellowship.  
 

1) Godõs child begins life in Godõs family with all previous sins forgiven 
and forgotten. At the moment of faith in Jesus Christ the believer  is in 
Godõs Family Circle and the Fellowship Circle at the same time. This 
remains true until the child of God commits a sin (to his own injury) after 
becoming Godõs child.  
 

Display the symbol showing the believer in both circles at the same time. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) As Godõs child on earth we still have a problem: the old nature 
constantly urges us to sin. The desire to commit personal sin remains with 
us until the day we die and leave our physical bodies behind . 
 

I JOHN 1:8 If we say that we have no sin we are 
deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  

                      

3) After salvation, Godõs children make bad decisions to commit sin. Sin 
takes the believer out of fellowship. He loses the power of the Spirit.  
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FAMILY CIRCLE AND THE 

FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE AT THE 
MOMENT OF FAITH IN 

CHRIST. 


