QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS Introduction ~ Questions REVELATION 1:1, 2

INTRODUCTION V
l. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
This | esson contains
A. INTRODUCTION notes, songs, activities and presentatipn
1. WHO? directions. It ig larger than others and may
take two sessions to cover. Teacher should
2. HUMAN AUTHOR judge according to class comprehension.
3. TWO AUTHORS Teacher could plan two full lessons
distributing songs and activities equally.
4. TWO AUTHORS
EMPHASIZED
5. BOND-SERVANTS EMPHASIZED
6. SUMMARY

7. TWO SETS OF CIRCUMSTANCES

B. QUESTIONS

1. WHERE?

2. WHAT?

3 WHEN?

4. WHY?

5. WHAT FOR?

6. DEFINITIONS

7. MEMORY VERSE

8. COMPLETED PARAPHRASE

9. SONG

10. PREPARATIONS FOR NEXT SESSION
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REVELATION CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION V

*PREPARATIONS FOR DEMONSTRATING THE MEANING OF
OREVELATI ONO.

A large picture of Jesus Christ covered with a thick drape should be on an easel i
inconspicuous spot before students arrive. Be careful! Do not allow anyone to get too clc
the exhibit. If anyone peeps under the cover before the correct time, the impact o
demonstration is lost. If students inquire, tell them the easel will be explained later. A dot
asterisk*i n Teacherds Guide identifies where

OPENING PRAYER

Take a few moments to prepare your soul
sins to God the Father, and consciously switch your attention away from the things of
world toward the things of God.

Dear Heavenly Father, We call on Your Spirit to guide us into all truth as we study Yol

Word together. Thank You, Father, for vy
we pray. Amen.
REVIEW

Vocabulary List
Prophecy a pre-written record of future events.

History: a record of the statements, characters and flow of past events.

Poetry: beautifully flowing text with lovely descriptions and vivid word pictures.

Letters: written messages sent to a definite person or group of people.

Godds Ltitheg aG6 books in the Bible inspire

) Seven Churches the seven churches in Asia written to in 96 A.D. by John: a terr
signifying all believers from the Day of Pentecost until the Rapture.

Summary:

As the last book in the Bible, the prophecy of REVELATION, must be studied for a v
rounded knowledge of Godods Word. God h.
demonstrate REVELATION is not a mystery, but a slowly unfolding message se
specifically to believers of the Church Age.

CLASS ACTIVITY POSSIBILITIES
1. Song oJohn the Apostle on the Isle of P

directions are in Teacherodos Appendi x a
following page in Songbook.
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2 . Students may write answers to questio
Why?06 in Student Workbook or on special

3. Symbols for the chain of communication (in Student Workbook -~==

Teacherdos Appendi x) may be cut oIf d p
l. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
I

A. INTRODUCTION

College Journalism professors suggest pausing regularly to ask
five simpl e guestions when studying

Wher e?, What ?, When?, and Why ?0 We l
guestion, OWho?60
|

1. WHO? Who wrote the book of Revelation?
a. The Holy Spirit superintended.

GOD THE FATHER AND GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT ~ WATCHED
OVER THE WRITING OF ALL SCRIPTURE.

[l PETER 1:20, 21But know this first of all, that no
prophecy of Scripture is a
interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by

an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy

Spirit spoke from God .

REVELATION 1:1 makes clear that Jesus Christ is involved in the
writing of this book. All three members of the-Trnity are involved in
the recording of ATHE REVELATI ON OF
the Son is the member of the Trinity most personally involved.
Because it is His revelation.

b. A human penman recorded the words.

Look at REVELATION 1:1. See if students can identify the human autho

REVELATION 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ,
which God gave Him to show to His bond -
servants, the things which must shortly take place;
and He sent and communicated it by His angel to
His bond -servant John.
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Direct attention to verse four, then, look at verses eleven and nineteen.

REVELATION 1:4 John to the seven churches that
are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from Him who
is and who was and who is to come; and from the
seven Spirits who are before His throne.

REVELATI ON 1:11 . ..SAYI NG, OWrite
what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, and to Thyatira and
to Sardis and to Philadelphia and

REVELATION 1:19 Write therefore (the heavenly
director, speaking to Johtf)e things which you have
seen, and the things which are, and the things
which shall take place after these things.

c. Heaven is directing.

Do you get the idea that someone in heaven is directing someone on
earth? There is only one human called by name inREVELATION 1:1 .
All others are heavenly beings. A man was commissioned to record
this book for all members of the True Church on earth and his name is
John.

2. HUMAN AUTHOR

A . We see from REVELATI ON 1:1 the humz:

John an apostle of Jesus Christ is accepted by Theologians as the human
penman of the book of REVELATION.

0The Hebrew idioms i n the book, t he a
chur ches, the use of di stinctively Jol
God, 6 and the corroboration of alrenae
affirm that the apostle John was the author of this.b@aok Rev el ati on,
Charles C. The Lochman Foundation, La Habra, California. 1996, P. 14

Direct students to write, 0The apost|
REVELATI ON?6

3. TWO AUTHORS

Both authors of THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST are named
and both authors are emphasized in The Chain of Communication.

REVELATION 1:1; 4, 5 and 11 make it clear that Jesus Christ is the
heavenly Author directing John, the earthly author.

THE HEAVENLY AUTHOR, JESUS CHRIST, DIREC TS THE
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HUMAN WRITER, JOHN, TO RECORD THE MESSAGE GOD
WANTS TO SEND.

a. Heavenly author.

1) The entire Bible in its original languages came from God through
human writers directed by the Holy Spirit and protected from
recording errors. God the Holy Spirit moved on the minds of certain
chosen men so that what they wrote was...the Word of God.

The moving of the Holy Spirit over those recording Scripture is the doctring
of Inspiration, one of the basic components of Bibliology. Information fc
further study of Bibliology is 1in

TIMOTHY 3:16 All scripture is qiven by
inspiration of God (i s -WrGeoat hng di® )
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,

for instruction in righteousness.

I PETER 1. 21 For no prophecy was ever made by
an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy
Spirit spoke from God.

2) Resounding evidence points to the apostle John as the human
writer. John, a beloved disciple of Jesus Christ, declares himself to be
the human author four times in the book of REVELATION. His
reminders are spaced throughout the book so the student will not
forget.

REVELATION 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ,
which God gave Him to show to His bond -
servants, the things which must shortly take place;
and He sent and communicated it by His angel to
His bond -servant John.

REVELATION 1:4 John to the seven churches that
are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him
who i s and who was and who I s t 0O Cco0Ome ¢

REVELATION 1:9 [, John, your brother and fellow
partakerée

REVELATION 22:8 And |, John, am the one who
heard and saw these things.

b. Background of human author.
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1) John and James, both sons of Zebedee, were among the original
twelve disciples of Jesus Christ. John, the youngest of the twelve, was

among the first to follow the Lord. P
Thunder o suggests he was a power ful pu
2) John, a fisher man, |l eft work to tr

doing well in a prominent fishing business. His father was probably
wealthy and traveled in high society in Jerusalem.

MATTHEW 4:21 And going on from there He saw
two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee,
and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee
their father, mending their nets.

3) John was with Peter, James and Andrew when the Lord answered
guestions concerning the events scheduled for the end of the age.

MARK 13:3 And He was sitting on the Mount of
Olives opposite the temple, Peter and James and
John and Andrew were questioning him privately.

4) John was with the Lord on the mount of transfiguration (LUKE 9:28-
36). John was present at the last supperLUKE 22:7-14). John was close
to Jesus Christ while He was on earth.

5) At the crucifixion Jes ((JOHN 19:P6t Hi s |
27). John was an eye witness when Jesus returned to heaven from the

Mount of Olives (MARK 16:14-19). John was in the upper room on the

day of Pentecost, the day the Church was born when there were

Ot ongues (AGI$ 2:1-4f. dohnewas with Peter in prison. John

was also with Peter when a crippled man was healed and Peter said...

ACTS 3: 6 0Silver and gold have |
as | have give | thee, in the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth rise up and wal k. 0

6) John was a willing bond-servant to Jesus Christ. He called himself

Ot he one whom Jesus hobbecause he thqughthel N 1 3 : 2
was loved more than the other disciples, but because he was deeply

aware of the value of Jolthhappresidted she | ov e
priceless quality of Christods perfect

7) John, a Pastor before he wroteREVELATION , came to Rome
around 70 AD. He traveled to seven local churches in the Roman
Province of Asia and taught about the Lord. John talked about Jesus to
the people he visited and bumped into as he traveled. Though John
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was warned to stop talking about the Lord, he loved Jesus so much he
could not quit talking about Him. Are we not the same way when we
love someone a great deal? We want to talk about them all the time,
do we not ?

8) It was because of Johndés | ove for Ch
Word that the Roman Emperor, Domitian, banished him to the Island

of Patmos in the Aegean sea (an arm of the Mediterranean Sea

between Greece and Turkey).

REVELATI ON 1:9 |, John, € wa
called Patmos, because of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus.

9) Johnds brother, James, was murdered |
John, the youngest apostle, was the last apostle to die. The last living

apostle (John) wrote the last gospel, (The Gospel of John), one of the

last epistles (Il John) and the last book of the Bible (THE

REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST).

Col onel Bob Thi eme, Pastor, Ber aft Chu
John put the period on the last Amen in the book of Revelation the Cat

Scripture was compl eteo.

JOHN WAS GIVEN THE FANTASTIC PRIVILEGE O F RECORDING
W TH PERFECT ACCURACY THE LORDGS GLORY ¢/
WITH FUTURE EVENTS THAT BRING HUMAN HISTORY TO A
CLOSE. WHAT AN HONOR

WHAT A THRILL IT MUS T HAVE BEEN FOR JOHN !

4. TWO AUTHORS EMPHASIZED

The chain of communication recorded in the first Chapter of REVELATI(‘
emphasizes two Authors. Visuals for the chain of communication are ir W‘é’
Visuals Appendix. 7

a. First and second links in the Chain of communication.
1) God is the first link in the chain of communication.

2) God the Father gave the Revelation to Jesus ChristGod the Holy
Spirit, although not specifically named, is always involved in the
communication of Godds Wor d.

3) Jesus Christ is the second link in the chain of communication.
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4) As the curtain is pulled back, The King of kings and the Lord of
lords, Jesus Christ reveals Himself in all His glory. At the same time
He reveals many other marvelous things concerning the work He has
done and is going to do for the human race. His Revelation includes
some magnificent future plans for purifying His creation.

5) It is meaningful that God the Father gave the Revelation to His Son
because as God, Jesus Christ did not need to have anything revealed to
Him.
AS GOD, JESUS ALWAYS KNEW EVERYTHING, BUT
JESUS (GOD THE SON) BECAME MAN.

PHILIPPIANS 2:7 -8 But emptied Himself, taking
the form of a bond -servant, and being made in the
likeness of men. And being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a
Cross.

b. Third and fourth links in the chain of communication.
1) The third link is a teaching, angel messenger from heaven.
2) The fourth link is John, the human, author messenger.

c. Final link in the chain of communication.

REVELATI ON 1: 1: O. . bdndd show t
servantsé (r ef erring to those who have
Christ as Savior).

5. BOND -SERVANTS EMPHASIZED

REVELATION 1:4 refers to seven churches in the Roman province of
Asia (when Asia was under Roman rule) as the fifth link. The seven
churches are called by name at the end of verse eleven:Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea. All
are literal local churches existing at the time John penned the book of
Revelation, but they also symbolize churches and individuals down
through the Church Age.

a . oBendant sd and o0seven churchesodo ref
people.

Technically, REVELATION was a gift from God, the Father, to God the
Son. Jesus Christ (in turn) sent REVELATION through His teaching
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angel to His bond-servant, John, to seven local churches symbolizing
all believers of the Church Age.

b. Il denti tyyerofantod®@ neimphasi zed.

l)Bondser vants are Godds <children: t hose
Savior and desire to serve Him. The seven churches symbolize the

ofull and completed Church of the Church
2) oBemdant s6 does not apply to every
membership |Iists or even to al/l who regu
of Jesus Christ o0 is sent to all/l who ha\

whether or not they attend any local church.

Information comparing membership in the True Church of Jesus Chris{
| oc al church membership is iIin Tes

JESUS SENT THIS BOOK TO BELIEVERS.

3) A willing bond -servant has an attitude of humility toward his

master. A voluntary bond -s er vant wants to do the mas:

and shoul d be caref ul to |isten to the

the masterds desires.

4) Christs@s vabbobsad make inphe Cham ofl ast l i nl
Communication.

5) John <call ed -steirmaealtf6. a Jobondvi Il Il ingly
Himself to Jesus Christ. The same is true of Paul, Peter, James and

Jude: al | refer servhemseél oéstar A--dd

Scriptural References: GALATIANS 1:10; Il PETER 1:1; JAMES 1:1; Ju
1:1.

6) The apostle, Peter, speaking to a group of free men, advised them to
use their freedom wi s el-gyyerbwa rcthsod sa fn g
Jesus Christ.

| PETER 2: 16 Act as free men, and do not use
your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as
bond -slaves of God.

COLOSSI ANS 3:24 éknowing tha. 2, om
you will receive the reward of the inheritance. Itis
the Lord Christ whom you serve.

IT TAKES HUMILITY TO BE A WILLING BOND -SERVANT.
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IT TAKES WISDOM TO C HOOSE TO BE A
BOND -SERVANT TO THE RIGHT PERSON OR CAUS E.

7) Gospel

All 'who have trusted Jesus Christ as Savior are -sendhnts. Use this
orientation to repeat the Good News that Jesus Christ died on the cross for
our sins as our substitute, then point out that believers with humility and a
positive attitude toward the Word of God can be relaxed and secure no matter
what is going on around them because they know their Master, who holds the
future in His hands, is in controlChrist controls history .

8) Jksus wants to share the vision of His glory with the bond -servants
who will share everything with Him in eternity.

BELIEVERS OF THE CHU RCH AGE ARE THE BOND -SERVANTS
REFERRED TO.

WE ARE THE LAST LINK IN THE CHAIN!

6. SUMMARY

It is the delight of Jesus Christ to let His besetvants know His deeper
thoughts and the wonderful things He has planned for them.

The Revelation of Jesus Christ is the only book in the Bible sent under the
particular chain of communication recognized in this lesson. It is the only

book given personally to Jesus Christ by God the Father, and sent especially to
His willing bond-servants. It is emphasized throughout the study.

Al'l books of -brheeatBh ébd &, alrwet orcm dot her
Jesus Christ to the believers of the Church Age. REVELATION is sent so

that Church Age believers might wunder

in His plan for their lives.

Believers can have peace in their souls under the pressure of problems and
di saster if they stay in fellowship
grow up as His children.

In the book of Revelation Jesus Christ unveils things previously hidden.

Some Ol d Testament aut hors were tol d

the things God reveals are for His besetvants and their children.

DEUTERONOMY 29:29 The secret things belong
to the Lord our God, but the things revealed
belong to us and to our sons forever, that we
(believersmay observe all the words of this law .

(

w
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A REVELATION IS NOT A MYSTERY!

7. TWO SETS OF CIRCUMSTANCES

a. Johnds personal <circumstances.

1) John is a witness. A witness is one who has personal knowledge of
the subject because he either saw it or heard it, first hand.

2) John is a reliable witness because he, personally, saw and heard
everything he recorded.

3) As a witness, John gives his personal testimony. A testimony is the
type of evidence required in a courtroom to prove a case.

4) As a witness, John gives accurate and reliable testimony. He is able

to do so because he was an eye witness to Jesus Christ as He walked

on earth. Johnds testimony is reliable be
character.

5) As a witness John is in fellowship and has the advantage of being
guided by God, the Holy Spirit. Scripture tells us it is Sunday morning
on Patmos Island.

REVELATI ON oh@)Was in the pirit ( in
fellowship on t he L®undhy).s day é

b. The circumstances of the Sunday morning Bible Class.

o0Does this mean 6t he Day of the Lordd i.e.
or does it mean He was in the Spirit on t
week? It I's not the prophetic day of t he
which the early Church from the beginning celebrated as the day of His

resurrection. O O0Gaebel einds Conci se Com

Loizeaux Brothers, New Jersey, 1989, p.1204

oln my judgment, t he Day of the L
things. We recognize that artat and fat auntie are two different things and
that a chestnut horse and a horse chestnut are two different things. And
would say that the Day of the Lord and t
things also, and that the Lordodés Day is wl
OThru The Bi bl eo, Mc Ge e, J . Ver non, Thoma
Volume. V., p. 893

REVELATION 1:9 1, John, your brother and fellow
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partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and
perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island
called Patmos, because of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus.

1) John is on the Isle of Patmos because he would not quit talking
about the Lord.

2) The following verses show that John was told not to talk about Jesus
anymore.

ACTS 4:17-20 But in order that it may not spread

any further among the people, let us warn them to

speak no more to any man in this name. And

when they had summoned them they commanded

them not to speak or teach at all in the name of

Jesus But Peter and John answered and said to

t hem, OWhet her It I's right in th
give heed to you rather than to God, you be the

judge; for we cannot stop speaking what we have

seen and heard.

Acts 5:28 €sayi ng,rdeisWet gave you
to continue teaching in this name , and behold,
you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and
i ntend to bring this mands bl ood

3) The Emperor Domitian warned John he would be punished if he

di dndt hush, but John kept right on t
Emperor sent John to a small, rocky island in the Aegean Sea off the

coast of Asia Minor (Turkey, today).

4) Bible class is taught on the island called Patmos (REVELATION

1:9) and John attends. Scripture re
Pat mos at the time of Johnds writing
iIsland was meant if the name changed over the years. In this case, the

name, Patmos, has remained.

5) The Island of Patmos is about ten miles long and six miles wide. It
was too far out in the Aegean Sea for John to swim to land: it was the
Alcatraz of the ancient world. The Emperor thought he had shut John

up by sending him so far away. But the Emperor was wrong! John did

not stop talking about Jesus.

6) John found a way to send letters back to his seven churches. And
what do you think he wrote about? John kept right on talking about
Jesus Christ. He wrote letters from Patmos to his churches telling them
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more about his precious Lord.

Mediterranean
Sea

B. MORE QUESTIONS
I ——

1. WHERE? Whereis the book of REVELATION?

a. Look in the Bible.

1) It is impossible to study the Bible without using the Bible.

Ask students to open their Bibles to the book of Revelation. In some Bib
notes, maps and references are placed at the end. Revelation may not be ¢
very back of those Bibles, but it is still the last book.

WO /3

2) OWhere is the book of Revel ation | ocat

Bible.
There is another OWhere?d0 questi 0n¢
book of Revelation was being writt

too: John was on the Isle of Patmos.

b. John hears a trumpet-like voice.

REVELATION 1:10 | was in the Spirit (in
fellowship, filled with the Spiritjon t h e Lor dos
(Sunday morning)and | heard behind me a loud

voice like the sound of a trumpet .

John 1 s probably studying Godds Word
when he hears behind him a loud voice like a trumpet. A

trumpet blast is a means of getting immediate attention. John

does not hear a real trumpet, but a loud, strong, clear voice. It

gets Johndods attention and gives him so



