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JOHN 3:16 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, as serious students of Scripture, we take a few 
moments to prepare our souls for the teaching of Your Word. Thank You, for 
the opportunity to study and for the Holy Spirit to guide and enable us to 
understand truth You want us to know.  Thank You for young people who 
honor Your Word and want to study it.  We pray in the name of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

I . RELATIONSHIP  
 

 

A. BECOMING  GODôS CHILD 

 
 

Outline page of Student Workbooks or outline from this guide (page #1) 
could be used to help students build a solid habit of taking notes.   
 

The gospel is handled from the perspective of the sin barrier between man and 
God. If teacher is using òThe Cross Removes the Barrieró presentation, the 
barrier side of the display should be set up before students arrive. Visuals and 
directions for a more simple Sin Barrier presentation are on page 13. 
 
 

 

I. RECOGNITION  

Recognition  of manõs total dependence on God is a good place to 
begin a study of Godõs Word and so, we do just that.  It is of utmost 
importance that we understand how to become Godõs child and 
recognize there is nothing we can do to earn or deserve that family 
relationship.  Humans are born separated from God.  
 

ONLY THROUGH JESUS C HRIST CAN A MEMBER OF THE HUMAN 
FAMILY BECOME A MEMBER OF GODõS FAMILY.  

 

JOHN 14:6b ...no one comes to the Father, but 
through Me (Jesus Christ). 

 

 

 

2. NECESSITY 

a. In order to understand the book of Revelation it is necessary for a 
child of man to become a child of God.  
a.  

b. The term òchild of manó is the same as ònatural manó. 
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I CORINTHIANS 2:14  But a natural man (not a 
spiritual child of God) does not accept the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him , 
and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually appraised (spiritually understood). 

c. A ònaturaló child of  man cannot understand Godõs Word.  

d. Only Godõs child can understand Godõs Word. 

e. The book of Revelation is Godõs Word. 

f. It is to the advantage of a a natural child to become Godõs child. 

 

3. EXPLANATION  

 

a. Just as we are born into a natural or human family, God has made 
it possible for us to be born into His Eternal, Spiritual family.  
 

JOHN 3:6 That which is born (physically) of the 
flesh is flesh and that which is born of the Spirit  
(born spiritually from above) is spiri t. 

JOHN 3:3b ...unless one is born again (into 
Godõs Family), he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. 

b. How is it possible for a child of man to be become Godõs child?   

BY BELIEVING THE GOS PEL 
 

 

 

4. GOSPEL 

a. The word ògospeló means ògood  newsó 
 

I CORINTHIANS 15:1 -3  Now I make known to 
you brethren, the gospel, (the ògood newsó) which I 
preached to you, which also you received, in 
which also you stand. For I delivered to you as of 
first importance what I also received, that Christ 
died for our sins  according to the Scriptures and 
that He was buried, and that He was raised on the 
third day  according to the Scriptures.  

b. Without a doubt, the gospel is good news. Unfortunately, before 
we study the good news, there is bad news we need to understand.  
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B. BAD NEWS  

 

 

1. MAN HAD A PROBLEM  
 

a. The Bad News is man had a problem he could not solve: God is 
perfect  and cannot have anything to do with imperfect creatures.  
 

b. Man is not perfect . Scripture says all men have sinned and fall  
short of Godõs glory. 

ROMANS 3:23 For all (all Adamõs children) have 
sinned and fall short of the glory (perfection) of 
God (Jesus Christ is the revealed glory of God. No one 
lives up to His perfection). 

c. Man could not get rid of his sin and make himself perfect.  

d. Therefore, an immovable sin barrier stood between man and his 
God.   

ISAIAH 59:2 But your iniquities (sins) have made 
a separation (a barrier) between you and your God, 
and your sins have hid His face from you, so that 
He does not hear.   

e. Man could not climb over, dig under or even scoot around the 
barrier to reach God and become Godõs child.  

f. Man was  in a hopeless situation.  
 

 

2. MANõS SIN  

a. Definition of sin.  
 

1) Sin is anything unlike God: any thought, word or act contrary to 
Godõs perfect character.   
1)   

ISAIAH 53:6a  All of us (Adamõs children) like 
sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to 
his own way . 

2) The phrase òhis own wayó describes sin well. Sin is the selfish 
attitude of putting oneõs personal desires before anything else, 
including Godõs  plan.  
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b. All men are guilty of being òunlike Godó, wanting their own 
way: preferring to be independent of God.  
 

c. Man was helpless to remove the  sin barrier.   

 

 

3. THE SIN BARRIER  
 

Use òThe Sin Barrieró presentation. Introduce all three blocks in the sin 
barrier from top to bottom as you spell S-I-N. Each letter in the word òS-I-Nó 
stands for a block in the barrier and helps explain the barrierõs magnitude.  Point 
to related symbol as you teach.  
 

a. Sin is composed of three basic elements: (S) òsinsó that are personal 
choices, (I) òimputed ó sin and (N) ònatureó to sin. Every person, 
possesses all three. 
 

Explain blocks in reverse going from bottom block to top. 
 

b. Foundation block (N) at the barrierõs base represents manõs 
ònatureó to sin.  
 

1) God created Adam as a perfect creature, without a sin nature. 
Adamõs perfect nature changed to a sinful nature when he exercised 
his will to disobey God.  

2) Since Adamõs fall, humans have been born in Adamõs likeness, with 
a nature that constantly  encourages...yes, urges us to sin.  

4) Sin natures come to us from our parents. Strengths and weaknesses 
in sin natures, much like physical characteristics, are combinations of 
the tendencies inherited from our human parents. Sin natures are as  
distinct as fingerprints. No two are exactly alike.  
 

AS ADAMõS CHILDREN, WE ARE BORN IN THE LIKENESS OF OUR 
SINFUL, HUMAN FATHER            

c. The middle block (I) in the sin barrier represents òimputed ó sin.  

1) Impute means òplace to an account something that was not there 
beforeó. 

2) Adamõs sin is placed to the account of every one of his descendants: 
the whole human race.  
 

ROMANS 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man 
(Adam), sin entered into the world, and death 
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through sin, and so death spread to all men (all of 
Adamõs descendants), because all (it was as if we were 
all there when Adam, the father of the human race) 
sinned . 

 
 

 

AS ADAMõS CHILDREN, WE INHERIT HIS SIN NATURE WHEN 
WE ARE BORN.  

e. The remaining block (S) in the barrier represents òsins that are 
personal choicesó.  
  

1) Personal sins are our individual choices to òobeyó the voice of our sinful 
nature.  

2) Personal choices to sin fall into three categories: mental (what we think), 
verbal (what we say) and overt (what we do).   

What we think...  

GENESIS 6:5 Then the Lord saw that the 
wickedness of man was great on the earth, and the 
intent of the thoughts of his (manõs) heart (soul) 
was only evil continually.  

What we sayé 

JAMES 1:26 If anyone thinks himself to be 
religious, and yet does not bridle (does not have 
control over) his tongue but deceives his own heart, 
this manõs religion is worthless.   

What we do...  

ROMANS 3:12b ...there is none who does good, 
there is not even one. 

 

C. GOOD NEWS  

 
 
 

 

1. GOD SOLVED MANõS PROBLEM 

 

a. God provided the way for any member of the human family to 
become a member of His Family.  

 

b. God loves the human race so much He sent His Son to pay the 
penalty for sin and  remove the sin barrier that separated man from 
God.  
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 c. Christ paid the penalty for our sin and offers eternal life, 
righteousness and membership in His Family as free gifts. That is a 
great exchange. 
 

Display the  gift from God symbol. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

GALATIANS 3:26 For you are all sons (children) of 
God through faith in Christ Jesus . 

ROMANS 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life  in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  

CHRIST PAID THE DEBT WE OWED BECAUSE WE OWED A DEBT 
WE COULD NOT PAY.   

II CORINTHIANS 5:21 He (God, the Father) made 
Him who knew no sin (Jesus Christ) to be sin on 
our behalf (on behalf of all mankind), that we (anyone 
who will trust Jesus Christ) might become the 
righteousness of God in him.  

If teacher is using visuals from Teacherõs Appendix: reversing barrier pieces 
one at a time, to build the cross, begin now. Or, teacher may point to each 
barrier piece as it is described and cover the entire barrier with the full cross. 
 

1) Jesus Christ removed the top block (S-sins that are personal choices) 
from the Sin Barrier when He paid sinõs penalty by dying in our place, 
for our sins.  

COLOSSIANS  1:14  In whom (Jesus Christ) we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

2) Jesus Christ removed the middle block (I-imputed sin) from the Sin 
Barrier. 
 

a) When we believe Jesus Christ died on the cross for our sins, we 
become Godõs child and Christ deals with our imputed sin.  

Membership in Godôs 

family is a gift to those 

who trust Godôs Son, 

Jesus Christ 

TO YOU 
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II CORINTHIANS 5:21 He (God) has made Him 
(Jesus Christ) to be sin for us, He who knew no sin 
that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him (in Jesus Christ). 

 

b) The moment a child of Adam believes Jesus Christ paid the penalty 
for his sins, Christ gives him Righteousness.  
 

3) Jesus Christ removed the final block (N -nature to sin) from the sin 
barrier.  

a) The moment anyone believes Christ died for his sins he becomes a 

ònew creatureó (spiritual), is born into a ònew familyó (Godõs) and 
receives a ònew natureó (Godõs righteous nature).  

I CORINTHIANS 5:17  Therefore, if any man is in 
Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have come.  

 

THE BELIEVER NOW HAS TWO NATURES.  
 

PHILIPPIANS 3:9  ...and may be found in Him, not 
having a righteousness of my own derived from 
the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness which comes from God on the 
basis of faith ... 

ROMANS 5:19  For as through the one manõs 
(Adamõs) disobedience the many were made 
sinners, even so through the obedience of the One 
(Jesus Christ) the many will be made righteous . 

THE CROSS COMPLETELY REMOVED THE SIN BAR RIER. 
THAT IS GOOD NEWS FOR THE HUMAN RACE.  

Whether you have removed all blocks and replaced them with the cross or 
covered the barrier with the cross symbol, be sure both man and God are on 
the same side of the cross as you close the presentation. 

b) Jesus Christ removed the sin barrier that separated man and God 
when He paid sinõs penalty on the cross. Sin is no longer the issue. Our 
attitude toward Godõs Son  is the issue. The way to God is open.  

AND é                 

JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY WAY.  

JOHN 14:6 Jesus said to him, òI am the way the 
truth and the life, no man comes to the Father 
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except through Me. ó  

ACTS 4:12  And there is salvation in no one else 
(no one but Jesus Christ); for there is no other name 
under heaven that has been given among men, by 
which we must be saved.  

 

b) Because Jesus died on the cross for all sin, it is possible for anyone 
to become Godõs child. Salvation and eternal life are offered as gifts to 
anyone who will receive them by believing Jesus Christ died in their 
place. God wants to make us His children, but He cannot unless we 
trust Him. He will not force us.  
 

JOHN 1:12  But as many as received Him, (Jesus 
Christ) to them (the ones who received Him) He gave 
the right to become children of God, even to those 
who believe in His name.  
 

GALATIANS 3:26 For you are all the sons 
(children) of God through faith (not through anything 
you do: faith is non-meritorious) in Christ  Jesus. 

JOHN 3:36  He who believes in the Son (believes 
Christ is who He says He is and has done what He says 
He has done) has (right now, as a present possession) 
eternal life (Godõs life).  
 

EPHESIANS 2:8, 9 For by grace you have been 
saved through faith and that, (salvation is) not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of 
works, (not of any works that you have done, but as a 
result of the work of Jesus Christ on the cross) so that 
no one may boast (it is nothing we can brag about 
because it is all of Godõs grace). 

c. Memory verse. 
 

JOHN 3:16  For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.  

d. Paraphrase. 
 

God loved (unconditionally) the whole world of mankind so much and in such 
a way that the result  was He ògaveó His uniquely born Son. (And in that 
ògivingó is implied: the birth of Christ, His  sinless life, His willing, 
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sacrificial death on the cross in our place, His resurrection, His role as 
mediator on our behalf at the right hand of the Father, His return for the 
Church and His return to earth as King.)  Anyone who trusts in Godõs Son, 
Jesus Christ, shall never die, but will surely, without a doubt, go to the place 
of eternal life in heaven as opposed to the place of eternal death in the Lake of 
Fire.  Such a believer has, right now, as a permanent possession eternal life 
which is the same life as Godõs.  
 

I KNOW JESUS CHRIST DIED FOR MY SINS AND I AM SO GRATEFUL.  

I PRAY YOU KNOW HE D IED FOR YOUR SINS, TOO.  
 

 

 

2. KNOW  AND BE SECURE  

  

a. The Bible tells us we can know  we are Godõs child. 
b.  

JOHN 1:12, 13  But as many as received Him 
(because they trusted Him) to them He gave the right 
to become children of God,  even to those who 
believe (have faith) in His name.  Who were born 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God (born again, from above). 

I JOHN 5:13 These things I have written to you 
who believe in the  name of the Son of God, in 
order that you might know that you have eternal 
life . 
 

b. The Bible tells us once we become Godõs child, nothing can 
change that relationship.  
 

 

JOHN 10:28  And I  (Jesus Christ) give unto them 
(those who trust Him as  personal Savior) eternal life 
(Godõs life); and they (Godõs children) shall never 
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of 
My hand  (no power is strong enough to remove them 
from Godõs hand: they are secure). 
 

c. Summary.  

Everyone has an opportunity to become Godõs child by believing  in Jesus 
Christ. Godõs child can know  he is in Godõs Family because the Bible tells 
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him so. Each childõs position in Godõs Family Circle is permanent and cannot 
be reversed by any power on earth, under earth or in heaven. God holds His 
child in the palm of His hand. 
 

 

Display the òFamily of Godó symbol showing Godõs child held safely in Godõs 
hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

IF YOU ARE NOT ALREADY GODõS CHILD, WILL YOU BECOME 
GODõS CHILD  RIGHT NOW 

BY BELIEVING JESUS CHRIST TOOK YOUR  

PUNISHMENT FOR SIN AND DIED IN YOUR PLACE?  

 

5. CLASS ACTIVITY ñThe Sin Barrier Is Removed  
 

 

Class Activity demonstrates the cross removing the sin barrier. Directions and 

symbols are on pages 14-15. Scissors and tape or paste are needed. Teacher should 
complete a class activity ahead of time and display completed activity while 
students are working. 
 

 

While students are working, go to each child and ask questions. Repeat and 
answer some questions for class; explain others one-on-one.  
 
 

6. SONG : òNow I Belong to Jesusó, Page 487, òGreat Hymns of 

the Faithó 
 

 

Teacher may choose to sing anytime during  lessons, but it is suggested that 
òNow I Belong to Jesusó be sung immediately preceding closing prayer. 
 

CLOSING  PRAYER  
 

Thank You, heavenly Father for Your wonderful plan for removing the barrier 
that stood between You and the human race.  Thank You that we can be Your 

THE BELIEVER  IN  JESUS CHRIST IS 
A MEMBER OF GODõS FAMILY 

FOREVER.  

THERE IS NO GREATER NEWS  IN 
THE UNIVERSE.  

  


