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REVELATION 1:1 ~ PAST
INTRODUCTION IV

The previous session covered the importance of confessing sins and
mai ntaining the power of Godoés Spirit.
the filling of the Spirit in order to teach and understand the Word of God.
Remind students to confess their sins.

OPENING PRAYER

Before beginning any study of Godods Wor
Understanding Godds Word is a gift, ap
our heads for a few moments of personal, silent prayer after which | will pray

out loud.

We thank You, Father for sending the Holy Spirit to provide understanding
and to guide us into all truth. Thank You, especially for young people who

| ove Your Word. I n Jesusd name, Amen.
REVIEW

Vocabulary List

Child of Man: Those born physically into the
descendants.

Child of God: A°. chi |l d of man born into Godods
Jesus Christ.

Relationship in God’s Family; Me mber s of Godoés family [
faith in Jesus Christ.

Fellowship as God’s child: A relaxed, comfortable close rapport with God
the Holy Spirit; harmony with God; being under the influence of (filled with,
controlled by) Gododés Spirit; walking wi

Confess: To level with God, about sin; to admit sins to God. To acknowledge
sin; agree with God when you think, say or do something wrong; see sin the
same way God sees it and be honest with God.

Sin: Anything unlike God or not according to His Word.

Summary
The child of God must stay in fellowship in order to learn the Word of God
and grow in Godds pl an. Fell owship 1 s

moment the Holy Spirit brings them to t
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I. THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

A. UNIQUE

1. DEFINITION

a. Unique means rare, different, unusual, or exclusive - sometimes
the only one of its kind.

b. Here we go!

We are introducing one of the most unusual books in the Bible. Do not
misunderstand, every book in the Bible is important, but no other is
quite like this one. God the Father directed the communication of this
book through Jesus Christ. In this book, Jesus not only reveals His
person and His glory, but also some secret, previously hidden events
in His Father’s plan .

2 . PART OF GODO0OS WORD
a. All books of the Bible are important.

There is marvelous harmony and agreement among the Bible’s books.
Though the Bible is made up of many books, it is one. It
progresses...each book builds on the others. Still, the Bible is one
complete book speaking of Jesus Christ.

HEBREWS 10:7 In the volume of the book it is
written of Me.

b . Negl ect of any single book | eaves ga
has a negative effect on oneds ability t

II TIMOTHY 3:16, 17 All Scripture is inspired by

God (Scripture is 0br eat hed 0 Uahdd by
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,

for training in righteousness; that the man of God

may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

WITHOUT THE BOOK OF REVELATION
GOD6 S WORD | SLETRCOMP

3. UNUSUAL

a. God exhaled (breathed out) all Scripture to human writers who
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i nhaled (breathed in) Godds Word and
to record (Il TIMOTHY 3:16).

b. The book of Revelation is no more and no less important than any
other book in the Bible, but it stands by itself in three important
ways.

1) FIRST. Revelation is the only last book in the Bible. It is the final
book in God’s written Word to man. REVELATION ties up loose
threads of truth that run through the rest of the Bible. It speaks of
future events not disclosed anywhere else.

2) SECOND. The book of Revelation is the only book in the Bible
containing God’s promise of a blessing to those who read it.

REVELATION 1:3 Blessed is he who reads and
those who hear the words of the prophecy, and
heed the things which are written in it, for the
time is near.

THIRD

3) THIRD. The book of Revelation is the only book in the Bible sent
specifically to believers in the Church age. (The word “bond-servants”
in REVELATION 1:1)

REVELATION 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ
which God gave Him to show to His bond-
servants...

4. SPECIAL MESSAGE

a. God constantly pursues man and every book in the Bible contains
Godods message for man.

b. In the book of REVELATION God sends a special message to a
special group of people: those believing in Jesus Christ in the
Church Age.

c. REVELATION attempts to equip believers with the ability to
recognize Godds plan and to stay on
distractions, sorrows and temptations they face in the future.

REVELATI ON 22:10 AnDonbte sai d t
seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for
the time I s nearo.

(0]

t
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REVELATION 1:1, the opening verse in the book of Revelation, is the
memory verse for the next three lessons. Introduce the verse in this
lesson. If you are not using the Student Workbook, use large visuals
from Teacher os appendi X t o hel
Suggestions for teaching memory
Lessonso.

5. MEMORY VERSE

REVELATION 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ
which God gave Him to show to His bond-
servants, things which must shortly take place,
and He sent and communicated it by His angel to
His bond-servant John.

6. PARAPHRASE

REVELATION 1:1 This book concerns the removal of a veil by Jesus Christ, so that

secrets and mysteries concerning previously hidden truth are uncovered and laid

bare. Jesus Christ owns this revelation. It belongs to Him. He is the One doing the

uncovering and He is the One being revealed. God gave the information to His Son

and Jesus, in turn, forwards it to some peo,
children, believers of the Church Age.

The events spoken of in the unveiling are scheduled to happen next (exactly when

God planned them) on Godds calendar and once
out quickly. Jesus Christ uses sign language and symbols familiar to those who

receive the message to help them understand. Jesus wants those who have chosen to

love Him, to be ready and not be afraid of the future. Jesus Christ sends the

uncovered message forward through His teaching angel and His willing slave John

to all other willing slaves of the Church Age: true members of His Church.

7. SPECIAL RECIPIENTS

a. Jesus Christ is giving the Revelation to a man named John, but
Jesus directs John to forward it to some other bond-servants and
| ater, the recipients are referred to as ¢

REVELATION 1:10-11 I was in the Spirit on the
Lordods day, and | hear d
saying, OWrite in a $enddatk
to the seven churchesé

b. The term oseven churchesdé refers to t]
Christ. All those who believe in The Lord Jesus Christ as personal
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Savior during the Church Age are members of the true Church.

Hevy, That 6s wus! !

8 . SONG: oLook At This Worl doé

Student Songbook, p. 119

THE BOOK OF REVELATION IS UNIQUE.ITISGOD®3 S
SPECIAL TELEGRAM TO THOSE WHO LOVE JESUS CHRIST
AND UNDERSTAND WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR THEM.

| SNOT I T A SHBEMEVERSBOARE NOT
INTERESTED IN ITS EXCITING MESSAGE?

9. GOSPEL

a. If you believe Jesus Christ died in your place on the cross and
paid the penalty for your sins, you are a bond-servant of Jesus Christ
(a child of God, a believer, a Christian). REVELATION is sent
especially to you.

b. Can you think of anything more fascinating than studying
(giving close attention to) a message from God written especially to
YOU?

B. IMPORTANT

1. SEVEN REASONS TO STUDY REVELATION

a. The number seven in the Bible is important.
b. The number seven stands for ofull

The book of REVELATION contains many lists of sevens. The list of
seven reasons to study the Revelation of Jesus Christ is designed to
harmonize with the many sevens listed in the book. It is not a list
found anywhere in the Bible. However, the seven reasons are valid.
First, take a quick look at a few other sevens in the book of Revelation.

Use the following list to introduce the concept, but do not spend much time
on the subject. The oO0sevenso will be
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c. Sevens in the Book of Revelation.

1) Seven blessings or beatitudes: Revelation 1:3-22:14.
2.) Seven golden lamp-stands: Revelation 1:12; 20

3) Seven components in the physical description of Jesus Christ:
Revelation 1:14-16

4) Seven Spirits and seven stars: Revelation 1:16; 20

5) Seven letters to seven churches: Revelation, Chapters 2-3
6) A book with seven seals: Revelation 5:1-5.

7) Seven horns and seven eyes on a Lamb: Revelation 5:6.

8) Seven seals, 7 trumpets,7drinking goblets: Revelation Chapters 4-16
9) Seven years in the Tribulation: Revelation Chapters 4-19.

10) Seven angels: Revelation 8:2.

11) Seven peals of thunder: Revelation 10:3, 4.

12

13

)
) Seven important characters: Revelation, Chapters 12-13.
) Seven mountains: Revelation 17:9.

14) Seven new things: Revelation 21:1-22: 5 (And more...).

d. OQur ofull and completedo (7) I
of REVELATION.

List to copy and distribute to students is on page ??

1) The first and best reason to study the book of Revelation is that God
wants you to.

II TIMOTHY 2:15 Be diligent (study) to show
yourself approved unto God a workman who
needeth not to be ashamed; rightly dividing the
word of truth.

GOD WANTS HIS CHILDREN TO STUDY THE BIBLE.
THE BOOK OF REVELATION IS IN THE BIBLE.
GOD WANTS HIS CHILDREN TO STUDY
THE BOOK OF REVELATION.

GOD WOULD NOT HAVE INCLUDED REVELATION
IN HIS WORD IF HE HAD NOT WANTED
HIS CHILDREN TO STUDY IT.
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God placed many extra features in REVELATION designed to help
serious students understand its message. God would not have wasted
His time placing so many helpful signs and symbols in this book if He
had not wanted His children to study it.

2) The second reason for studying the book of Revelation is that God
promises a blessing to those who study it.

REVELATION 1:3 Blessed is he who reads and
those who hear the words of the prophecy, and
heed the things which are written in it, for the
time is near.

GOD WOULD NOT PROMISE A BLESSING FOR SOMETHING
HE DID NOT WANT HIS CHILDREN TO DO.

3) The third reason for studying the book of Revelation is that gaps in
knowl edge of Goddés plan occur when thi

neglected.

II TIMOTHY 3:16 All scripture is inspired by God
(breathed out by Gocind profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, for training in
righteousness...

a) Lack of knowledge concerning the end of human history leaves
gaps in the believer's understanding of the whole Bible. Full
knowledge of Scripture is impossible if the last book is ignored,
neither will there be sufficient knowledge of how God brings His plan
to an end.

b) In the Old Testament God instructed Daniel to “close up” his book,
(DANIEL 12:9), but God told John to “write”, “reveal” and “send” the
book of REVELATION. Since God says Daniel’s message should be
sealed “until the end time”, it seems possible that “THE
REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST” is part of the unsealing of
Daniel’s book.

DANIEL 12:8, 9 As for me, I heard but could not

under st and: so | sai d, oMy Lord,
outcome of these events?o6 And he
way, Daniel, for these words are concealed and

sealed and sealed up until the end time. 0

REVELATI ON 22:10 AnDonbte sai d to
seal up the words of the prophecy of this book
(REVELATION),f or t he ti me is near 0.




i gncle)niifeynie) BA'/A The Revelation of Jesus Christ ~ Unique; Important Revelation 1:1 9

60The sealing of the book (of Daniel) mean
prophecy was like a closed book. What a contrast with the Revelation in the

New Testament, where John, the penman is expressly told not to seal the

sayings of the prophecy of this book (Revelation) for the time is at hand (and

the book is specifically called by a word of unveiling and laying bare). To

Daniel much was unintelligible, his great book was to be sealed or shut up.

(Today, the Holy Spirit is here living in each believer). We have a complete

revel ation. The great New Testam
Jesus Christo S an unveiling a ng
understand as God in His infinite Grace has permitted us a little measure i

end. We often hear people say it is no use to read Revelation or the Book of
Daniel, for these are sealed books. Even preachers and Christian teachers
speak thus. If it is not ignorance, such language expresses sheer laziness to
turn with diligence to what God has given and what God is willing to unfold

to our hearts. Yet, to Daniel ds people (t
sealed, not to us as Christians. When the time of the end comes the wise
among them wil/ see and understand. 6 ( P:

compiler of this study.)
SOURCE: oO0The Prophet Daniel 6 by Arno Gaebe

DANIEL WAS TOLD TO SEAL.
JOHN IS TOLD TO REVEAL.
GOD&S CHI LDREN ARE TOLD TO.STUDY AND OBEY
Note differences in the commands in the following
Verses.

c. The following statement was made to Daniel, directing him to keep
some truth secret.

DANIEL 8:26b But keep the vision secret, for it
pertains to many days in the future.

d. The next statement was made to John, directing him to reveal the
truth.

REVELATI ON 22:10 AnDlo nbte s ai
seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for
the time i s nearo.

1) The statement in II TIMOTHY 2:15 is made to us, as God’s children,
in the Church Age directing us to study the whole truth.

2) AND.. finally, God makes the following statement emphasizing the
importance of obeying the truth they learn.
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DEUTERONOMY 27:10 You shall therefore obey
the Lord vour God, and do His commandments
and His statutes which I command you today.

3) The fourth reason for studying the book of Revelation is that it
strengthens the believer’s confidence in the Bible as God’s Word.

a) It is obvious even to the casual reader that The Revelation of Jesus
Christ was not written by any man. Its beauty and depth of Divine
Doctrine reflect God’s full superintendence.

b) Neither one man, nor any group of men working together could
have devised the awesome characters and events described in this
book and related them to each other. This book was not written apart
from Godds inspiration.

IT TIMOTHY 3:16 All scripture (the entire Biblejs
inspired by God (breathed out by Godand
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
for training in righteousness.

4) The fifth reason for studying REVELATION is to know the final outcome
and to be encouraged in the sufferings and troubles of life. This is possible only
when God'’s children understand God’s overall plan. REVELATION establishes
Jesus Christ as the winner in the conflict between good and evil.

REVELATI ON 21: 4, 5a eéand He shal
every tear from their eyes; and there shall no

longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the

first things have passed away. And He who sits

on t he t hr one sai d, oBehol d, |

things new.0

IT IS COMFORTING TO KNOW
THAT JESUS CHRIST WINS!

a) The book of Revelation tells the
the story of Jesus Christ). God wants those who have chosen to be His

bond-servants to have a clear understanding of current events so their

souls can remain stable and peaceful under every circumstance. This is
possible only when Gooddb6s oxeriall dr glnanu

b) Knowledge of the final victory of The Lord Jesus Christ causes His
bond-servants to have a relaxed mental attitude toward their problems.
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When believers are secure in their final destiny they face life with
greater courage...knowing their straightforward dependence on the Lord
gives glory to God.

A RELAXED ATTITUDE OF PEACE AND CONFIDENCE IN GOD IN
TIMES OF PRESSURE
REFLECTS THE POWER AND GLORY OF GOD TO OTHERS.

6) The sixth reason for studying the book of Revelation is that it
increases the desire to tell others about Jesus Christ.

REVELATION 22:3, 4 And there shall no longer
be any curse; and the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be in it, and His bond-servants shall
serve Him; and they shall see His face, and His
name shall be on their foreheads.

a) Study of Revelation strengthens the believer’s desire to glorify God
and tell others what Jesus Christ has done for them. Knowledge of the
final destination of the unbeliever causes God’s children to want to be
sure their loved ones and friends will join them in heaven.

GODG6S CHI L DRE RO SMAREWHAT THEY KNOW WITH
OTHERS!
b) The believer’s desire to make good use of the time God has given
him is made stronger. Revelation makes it clear that any activity
not honoring God is a waste of time. Time is short. Those
thoughts cause God’s children to concentrate on eternal issues.

STUDY OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION MAKES IT OBVIOUS
THAT THE BIBLE IS DIVINELY INSPIRED.

7) The seventh reason for studying the book of Revelation is that it
strengthens faith in the return of Jesus Christ.

REVELATION 2212 Behold, I am coming
quickly...

REVELATION 22:20 He who testifies to these
t hi ngs Ysesalyam, coming quickly. 6 A men.
Come, Lord Jesus.

THE STUDY OF REVELATION MAKES IT UNDENIABLY
CLEAR THAT CHRIST IS COMING AGAIN AND THAT HE COULD
COME AT ANY MOMENT.
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2. COMPARED TO GENESIS

Refer to the chart comparing Genesis and Revelation in Appendix and
Student Workbook. Pick out a few things to discuss with students in class.
Make the point that GENESIS records the beginning of all things and
REVELATION brings everything to an end. Allow questions. Chart contains
information that may be studied more fully at home or in additional class.

GENESIS IS THE SEED PLOT FOR
AN EXPANDING MESSAGE
WHICH COMES TOGETHER IN REVELATION.

GENESIS 1:1 In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.

REVELATION 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
passed away, and there is no longer any sea.

GENESIS RECORDS THE BEGINNING OF ALL THINGS.
REVELATION RECORDS THE END OF ALL THINGS.
BETWEEN THESE TWO BOOKS LIES THE ENTIRE
RECORDED MESSAGE FROM GOD TO MAN.

Teacher might review the progress of
i n Teacherodos Appendi x. |t coul d be
accompanying that study may be used also. For younger students, conduct
the following activity

Direct students to hold up their Bibles so everyone can see. Tell them to
gather together the pages of the book of REVELATION and separate them,
slightly, from the rest of their Bible. Perhaps they could use a paper clip to
hold the pages.

Follow the same procedure with the pages of the Book of GENESIS. Notice the
difference in the length of the two books.

Students might also count and record the exact number of pages in each book.
When this was done in my class, using the pages of a Pilgrim Edition of the
Bible, it was discovered that Genesis had 80 pages and the book of Revelation
consisted of 24 pages. It seems the writers of Scripture needed 3 times more
space to establish and describe the beginning than they needed to predict the
end.
r__________________________________________________________|

3. POSI TI ON I N GODG6S LI BRARY

a. Godods Library (the Bible) I's hand
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literary styles: History, Prophecy, Poetry and Letters. All others
(Gospel, Major and Minor Prophets, etc.) fit under these basic
divisions.
HISTORY IS A RECORD OF THE STATEMENTS, CHARACTERS AND
FLOW OF PAST EVENTS.

PROPHECY RECORDS EVENTS SCHEDULED TO HAPPEN
IN THE FUTURE.
POETRY IS BEAUTIFULLY FLOWING TEXT
FULL OF LOVELY DESCRIPTIVE WORD PICTURES.
LETTERS ARE WRITTEN MESSAGES SENT TO
A DEFINITE PERSON OR GROUP OF PEOPLE.

b . Revel ationds position.

1) If we are not careful, we might get into a heated argument about
where the book of Revelation belongs in God’s Library and each
opinion might seem to be right. Here are the possibilities:

a) The book of REVELATION carries the flow of history forward, so it
might be placed under the History label.

b) In the first chapter, John declares he is writing letters to seven
churches in the province (under the rule) of Rome, so REVELATION
could be placed in the Letters category.

c) Fantastic word pictures, metaphors and allegories make
REVELATION a candidate for the Poetry category. It is poetry to the
ears of a believer who understands its message of salvation and
assurance of God’s final triumph. But, alas, it is scary and fearful to
those who are not God’s children. Since it sounds beautiful to our ears
we might assume it belongs in the Poetry category.

d) It is full of descriptions of future events, so REVELATION fits the
Prophecy category, too.

2) Many wise theologians have referred to THE REVELATION OF
JESUS CHRIST as the fifth Gospel. Though “Gospel “ is not one of
our basic literary styles, The Revelation of Jesus Christ could also
qualify under that category.

c. It is easy to be sure.

1) Believe it or not it is easier to prove where “THE REVELATION OF
JESUS CHRIST” belongs in God’s Library than almost any other book
in the Bible.
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2.) Why is it so easy? Because God just plain tells us where it belongs.
It is a good thing He does. If left on our own we might place it under
any of the categories.

3) The phrase “the things which must shortly take plafe in
REVELATION 1:1, refers to future events. God declares REVELATION
is a book of prophecy.

REVELATION 1:3 Blessed is he who reads and
they that hear the words of this prophecy.

Read the verse again.

OBl essed i s he who reads the wo
what?
That | S correct, t he wor

Oprophecyo.

4) God says the same thing four more times.

REVELATION 22:7 Behold, I come quickly:
blessed is he that keeps the sayings of the
prophecy of this book.

REVELATI ON 22:10 And he said to
seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for
the time is nearo.

REVELATION 22:18 For I testify unto every man
that hears the words of the prophecy of this book,
If any man shall add unto these things, God shall

add unto him the plagues that are written in this
book.

REVELATION 22:19 And if any man shall take
away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the book of
life, and out of the holy city and from the things
which are written in this book.

4. SONG: Hello and Goodbye Songs, p.157; Class Anthem,
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p. 156; Study Godo6és Word, p.13; The Bi bl
33. All in Student Songbook. Trust and Obey, Great Hymns of
the Faith, p. 261,

4 . CLASS ACTI VI TY: Gododos Library

Use Student Workbooks to help students cut out and paste the books in iz
proper pl aces on Godods Library sh
Teacherdos Appendi x.

5. CLOSING PRAYER

Dear Heavenly Father, \
We thank You for this special book of prophecy. We are grateful that You
have made it possible for those of us who love You and are Your children
to be relaxed and not fearful as we see evidence that the stage is being
set for future events to begin unfolding. May we store truth in our souls,
place our trust in You and have continual peace in our hearts.

Il n our Savior, Jesus Chri st ods, name we
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The Revelation of Jesus Christ
which God gave Him to show to
His bond-servants, the things
which must shortly take place;
and He sent and communicated it
by His angel to His bond-servant
John.

REVELATION 1:1

The Revelationunveiling and laying bare®f
Jesus Christ which God gave Hidesus)o
show to His boneservantsthose who trust Him
as Savior and choose to love Hiritg things which
must shortly take placé@ather speed and happen

quickly once they start to unfolddnd He (Jesus
Christ) sent and communicated itused signs
and symbols to help His borsgrvants understand)y
His angel(His heavenly messengé) His bond
servant John(His earthly messenger).




