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THE SEVEN CHURCHES
Seventh Church ~ Church At Laodicea

REVELATION 3:14-22

OPENING PRAYER

Before I open class with prayer, let us take a few moments to prepare our
hearts for the study of God’ s Word. \
and claim the teaching power of the Spirit as we learn.

Dear Heavenly Father, we know there is nothing in us in which we can
glory except that You love us and sent Your Son to die in our place. We
thank You for everything You have provided for us. Be with us, now, as we
open Your Word and take into our souls the treasure it contains. Thank
You for young people who | ove Your Wor

I. REVIEW

A. PREVIOUS LESSONS

1. MEANING OF CHURCH NAMES

a. Ephesusd0 Bel oved or Desiredo.
b.SmyrnadoBi tterness or Myrr ho.

c. Pergamumdo Thor oughly marriedo.

d. Thyatiradco Unt i ring (or, wunwearied) sacHt
e.Sardis00 A few escapeo.

f. Philadelphiado Br ot her |l y | ovebo.
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2. MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF EACH CHURCH

a. Ephesus -- left its most important love (they were
neglecting Bible study).

b. Smyrna -- the suffering church.
c. Pergamum -- thoroughly married to the world.

d. Thyatiradount i ring sacrificed, the churc
woman, Jezebel, into idolatry.

e.Sardis--0A few escapebd. Sardi s was know
church but it was really dead. Only a small group escaped
a bad reputation with God.

f. Philadelphia -- The Church of the open door and
Obrotherly |l oveo.

B. PREVIOUS CHURCH

1. OPEN DOOR

a. The Church at Philadelphia understood God’s grace policy of
the open door toward the human race.

b. The Church at Philadelphia kept its doors open so that anyone
might come inside and hear the Good News that Jesus Christ
died in their place for their sins and some would walk through
the open door to the blessings of salvation by trusting Jesus
Christ as Savior.

1) Keep in mind the open door at Philadelphia as we study
Laodicea where we find a tightly closed door.

2) Two doors, one open and one shut, teach things God wants
us to understand about churches and about our ability as
individual believers to live the virtuous life of the Church
Age.
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2. REASON FOR THE DIFFERENCE IN THE PICTURE OF
CHRIST

a. Philadelphia is distinct because none of the pictures of Christ are
in the first chapter of the book of Revelation. The difference
emphasizes Philadelphia’s individuality. Philadelphia was
what a church should be and Christ handled them a bit
differently.

b. Christ told the church at Philadelphia that they were genuine.
In the picture of Himself, Christ compared the “genuineness” of
Philadelphia as a church to His own authenticity as the God-
Man-Savior. There is nothing phony about Jesus Christ and
there was nothing phony about Philadelphia as a church. The
Church at Philadelphia took its character traits from its Savior.

3. PHILADELPHIA IS THE MODEL CHURCH

a. Smyrna and Philadelphia are the only churches with nothing
bad said about them, They received only praise from The Lord
Jesus Christ.

b. Both churches were what Jesus wanted them to be. The subtle
difference between them is that Smyrna was clinging close to
the Lord under persecution and suffering. Philadelphia was
clinging to the Lord though they were not suffering.

C. LOCATION OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES

Using a wall-sized map, point to the location of each church in the imperfect
circle formed by the seven cities. Laodicea is the final church. Remind
students that the spots on the map form a lop-sided circle. Help them
remember the foll owing..

1. Ephesus -- formerly a seaport, but dirt and sand filled in the
harbor over the years.

2. Smyrna -- about 35 miles N. of Ephesus. A seaport.

3. Pergamum - about 45 miles N. of Smyrna
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4. Thyatira - about 35 miles S.E. of Pergamum. An inland city, in
a fertile valley, the only city without an acropolis.

5. Sardis -- about 30 miles S. of Thyatira. The city protected by
cliffs on three sides. (It was attacked anyway!!)

6. Philadelphia - about 35 miles S.E. of Sardis. Far inland.

7. Laodicea - the final city, is between Philadelphia and Ephesus as
the irregular circle attaches to itself.

I. SEVENTH CHURCH

A. REPORT CARD

Di strsboppy*” copy” report cards
the procedure. by now Continue to display the large Report Card Chart to
help students fill in individual cards.

B. REVELATION 3: 14 - 22

REVELATION 3:14-22 And to the angel (Pastor)

of the church in Laodicea write: The Amen, the

faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the

creation of God, says this: ol kno
that you are neither cold nor hot; I would that
you were cold or hot. So because you are
lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit
you out of My mouth. Because you say, I am
rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of
nothing, and you do not know that you are
wretched and miserable and poor and blind and
naked, I advise you to buy from Me gold refined
by fire, that you may become rich, and white
garments, that you may clothe yourself, and that
the shame of your nakedness may not be
revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes, that
you may see. Those whom I love, I reprove and
discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent.
Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone
hears My voice and opens the door, I will come
in to him, and will dine with him, and he with
Me. He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit
down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame
and sat down with My Father on His throne. He
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who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches.

C. WORDS AND PHRASES FROM TEXT

1. LAODICEA - REVELATION 3:14

Laodicea means “Justice of the People”, or “The People Rule”. The
meaning reflects the attitude of the citizens as well as the church
at Laodicea. Both substituted the people’s will for the will (or
justice) of God.

2. AMEN - REVELATION 3:14

a. Jesus Christ refers to Himself as the “Amen”. Amen means, “It
is true” or “I believe it.” We end our prayers with “Amen”. It
is the final word. Christ has the final word in judgment. His
judgment is true and He has the final word at the evaluation
seat (Bema Seat) regarding believers and at the Great White
Throne Judgment regarding unbelievers.

JOHN 5: 22 For not even the Father judges
anyone, but He has given all judgment to the
Son.

b. The word “Amen” means “I believe it” and it tells the Laodicean
Church that Jesus knows they no longer trust Him. They are
saved people, but they believe in themselves and their
manufactured rules. He urges them not to forget He is the
One responsible for their salvation and final evaluation.

3. FAITHFUL AND TRUE WITNESS - REVELATION 3:13

a. Christ is faithful. Jesus Christ, God the Son, became human and
faithfully witnessed to the world. He proved (witnessed) that it
was possible to live within God’s plan. Christ proved
(witnessed) that we could live virtuously by utilizing the same
tools He used.
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b. “Faithful and true witness” speaks of Christ’s hypostatic union
(uniting of two natures: Divine and human) as the one of a kind,
God-Man faithfully revealing the Father to the world. He is
faithful to God. He is faithful to us. He is faithful to His Word.

c. Christ is absolute truth. He wants us to use His Word to
evaluate our lives. He does not want us to resort to buck
passing or excuse making and thus deceiving ourselves. His
veracity (truth) strips us of false pretenses and game playing.

d. By citing His faithfulness, Christ convicts the unfaithful
members of the church at Laodicea. They know they are guilty
of being unfaithful. They stand in stark contrast to the faithful
members of the Church at Philadelphia.

4. BEGINNING OF THE CREATION OF GOD -
REVELATION 3:14

As creator of all things, Jesus Christ has supreme authority. The
Church at Laodicea had forgotten that Jesus Christ is the second
person of the Trinity and they no longer honored Him as God. He was
reminding them that He is the One who made everything, owns
everything and has authority over everything.

5. NEITHER COLD NOR HOT - REVELATION 3:15, 16

When liquid 1s lukewarm, it does not taste good. It is not as hot as you
would like some drinks (such as coffee or hot chocolate). Neither is it
as refreshing as you prefer other liquids (coka cola or iced tea). The
Greek word for hot is fizestos and Chi
Afzest o Herwadntmnred them to have a Aburni
things of God, but they were lukewarm.

(@Y

6. I WILL SPIT YOU OUT OF MY MOUTH - REVELATION
3:16

a. When Christ says He wants to spit them out of his mouth, He is
saying “You make Me want to throw up. You are not cold
unbelievers: (at least then you could trust Me and become
believers). No. You are already believers who should be on fire
(HOT, “ZESTOS”), but you are lukewarm, stale, stagnant
and....you make me sick!o
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b. Laodicean believers saved by God’s matchless grace were not
interested in Christ and His Word. Frankly, they make me sick,
too!

7 . ol AM RI CHEPANOTNENREVBLATION
3:17

The full phrase i s fiBecause you say
wealthy, and have need of nothingébd
they did not need God. They were quite content with their worthless

l i1 ves. They | i ked being | ukewar m.

(

rather than taking Godds Word seri ol
[

' iving within Godoés pl an. They al
possessions to distract them from the true source of blessings.

8. YOU ARE WRANDCNAKERSREVELATION 3:
17

Christ, the true evaluator and source of all things, told believers at
Laodicea they were ignorant and had everything backwards. Jesus
said they did not have true wealth and they needed a change of
attitude. Christ warned believers at Laodicea that discipline awaited
them if they continued to think in such a way (3:20). The shame of
possible nakedness or absence of awards at the Bema Seat should have

motivated them to change their mind:

9. BUY FROM ME GOLD REFINED BY FIRE 6 REVELATION
3:18

a. Spiritual wealth is contrasted to worldly wealth and is
purchased through dedication and devotion to the study of
God’s Word. Gold is a symbol for divine wealth which comes
from knowing Christ and honoring His Word. Christ wanted
Laodicean believers to study His Word and thus “buy” true
wisdom (Divine viewpoint) from Him.

b. Spiritual wealth comes through dedication and devotion to
God’s Word, by enabling believers to live the virtuous life of the
Church Age and grow to maturity.
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c. Christ also wanted Laodicean believers to “buy” some spiritual
eye salve from Him so they could seetheir worthless condition.
They have rejected God’s plan and have withdrawn from God’s
solutions when they could have had divine prescriptions for
their ills and acquired a uniform of glory instead of being
naked. If they did not start using their spiritual eyes (as well as
their spiritual ears) they would continue thinking of themselves
as wealthy and would never recognize their spiritual poverty.
They rejected God’s solutions and had only the world’s
viewpoint from which to draw (DEUTERONOMY 28:28).

Help students understand that [ukewarm-ness, nakedness, blindness,
stopped up ears and poverty all describe believers who are not normal.
Explain that God's children shoul d
walking in the Spirit they will have none of these characteristics.

10. THOSEWHOMILOVE ¢é | DI CI PLI NE
REVELATION 3:19

a. Two important points

1) First: God disciplines His children because He loves them
and always wants what is best for them in the light of
eternity. Discipline is in harmony with the action of Christ
“knocking at the door” in REVELATION 3:20. Each “knock”
stands for punishment or discipline for the believer out of
fellowship. God wants to train His children to think like He
does so they will be happy.

2) Second: REVELATION 3:19 amplifies REVELATION 3:20
where Jesus Christ stands outside, desiring with all of His
grace and love to get the attention of those inside.
“Dinning” pictures the intimacy of comfortable fellowship
and harmony.

b. God speaks to believers in the messages to the seven churches.

Some believers are disobedient to the Father. They refuse to
confess their sins and stay in fellowship, but they are still
believers. They will live in heaven with God in eternity.

not
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HEBREWS 12: 6 For those whom the Lord loves
He disciplines, (spanks) and He scourges
(administers stronger punishment to) every son
whom He receives.

11. ol STANDOGR AME KN®CKO
REVELATION 3:20

Additional information follows at the end of this lesson.
a. Memory verse

REVELATION 3:20 Behold, I (Jesus) stand at the
door and knock (discipline); if anyone hears My
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him,
and will dine with him and he with Me.

b. Paraphrase

Look at this awesome fact. Jesus Christ stands at the door of the souls
of those who are out of fellowship, continually trying to get their
attention with discipline. He wants anyone still able to use their
spiritual ears to hear Him and open the door to close fellowship by
confessing their sins and allowing God to purify them from all wrong
doing. If they refuse, Jesus Christ might be forced to increase
discipline even to the point of physical death.

c. The closed door policy

1) God’s door to fellowship is always open and no one can
close it. However, the closed door of the church at Laodicea
pictures believers who refuse to confess their sins and
arrogantly close the door of their own souls, refusing close
harmony and fellowship with God The Church at Laodicea
operated under a “closed door” policy of their own making.

2) A door with Jesus on the outside reveals Laodicea as a
church full of believers out of fellowship with God. They
closed Jesus Christ out of their church and out of their
hearts and souls. Even when believers arrogantly say “No!”
to God’s solution to sin, Jesus graciously keeps on knocking.
His door to fellowship remains open. Laodicea has
slammed their door in His face.
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12. SIT DOWN WITH ME ON MY THRONE - REVELATION
3:21

Jesus Christ promises faithful believers (overcomers of sin and evil in
their lives after salvation) will rule with Him and share in the pleasures
of His Kingdom. (REVELATION 20:4)

D. CHARACTER OF THE CITY

1. Laodicea was about 90 miles due E. of Ephesus, about 45 miles
S.E. of Philadelphia, far inland, but overlooking a river. Its
proximity to water made it a very fertile valley. The city of
Laodicea was on the east side of the Lycus river, between
Ephesus and Syria, on the trade route to Phrygia, at what was
known as the “Gate of Phrygia”. Large, wealthy caravans came
through Laodicea, and contributed to its wealth. Point to on map.

2. Antiochus II founded the city of Laodicea around 264-261 B.C.
and named it after his wife, Laodice. [OCD; 3rd edition; p. §15]

3. Sardis and Laodicea were the wealthiest cities in the area.
Laodicea, located on a major trade route between Ephesus and
Phrygia, was a great banking and money exchange center. The
city was known for the production of a fine wool cloth and a
medical school famous for a healing eye salve. The salve,
praised as a cure for blindness, was made of clay from the
surrounding hills.

4. Mud from the area has been tested and found to have no
healing power at all. Clearly, Laodicea practiced deception in
more than one category. The Lord called believers, living in a
city f amous for i ts ohealingéo eye
significant!

4. The City of Laodicea had no water supply of its own. Water was
brought in from nearby sources. Cold water came down from
the mountain springs of Colosse. Hot water was piped up from
the hot springs in Heirapolis.



12

REVELATION is NOT a Mystery—TEACHER’S GUIDE THE PRESENT

5. By the time cold water came down from the mountain it
warmed up, and by the time hot water made it up to the city it
cooled down. Laodicea could get nothing but sickening
lukewarm water. They hated lukewarm water and complained
about it all time.

II. CHURCH AT LAODICEA

A. CHARACTER

1. The Lord called believers at Laodicea “lukewarm”. Of all people
in the world, they knew best what “lukewarm” meant. They
hated lukewarm water. Calling them “lukewarm” was a
shocking insult!

The following is a good subject for class discussion. Familiarize yourself
with the information. Visuals are available for emphasizing the danger of
teaching Philosophy and Psychology 1ins

2. In the apostle Paul’s letter to the Colossians (the book of
Colossians), he mentioned Laodicea’s trouble in the spiritual
realm. He was concerned that someone might lead them astray
with false teaching because they were so easily deceived.

COLOSSIANS 2:1 For I want you to know how
great a struggle I have on your behalf, and for
those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who
have not personally seen my face.

COLOSSIANS 2:8 See to it that no one takes
you captive through philosophy and empty
deception, according to the tradition of men,
according to the elementary principles of the
world, rather than according to Christ.

How should the believer study? According to the principles of Christ and
not the principles of the world.

a. Evidently, someone succeeded in captivating the Laodicean
Church through philosophy and empty deception (the
Pastor is teaching psychology and philosophy). Some
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individual believers (today) act like the church at Laodicea.
Some Churches are like the church at Laodicea today. They
will dominate the world at the end of the Church Age, right
before the Tribulation. I would have to say, judging from
their growing number, today, we are fairly close to the end
of the Church Age.

b. Two churches out of the seven in Revelation do not have
anything good recorded about them: Laodicea and Sardis.
Both were popular churches wealthy in material possessions
and both were spiritual failures. Neither of them passed the
prosperity test. Is there anything we could cite that would
make one of these two churches a bit worse than the other?

c. Christ told the church in Sardis to “wake up”. Evidently,
Christ believed they still had an opportunity to recover.

d. The pastor at Laodicea has thrown the Bible out the
window. His sermons deal with “How to Make Yourself
Happy” and “How to be a Good Person”. Anyone interested
in Bible teaching left the church at Laodicea long ago and
joined another church. Those remaining, “wallow” in the
sweet sermons and psychological stories. And they were
believers. No wonder they made Christ sick.

B. REPORT CARD

Use visuals to enhance students’ rst
the Report card. Allow questions and discussion. Place the large report card

chart in the front of the room. Point to the portion of the card being taught

and place the related visual(s) on a separate flannel board.

1. Name of Church: Laodicea

2. Number of Church: Church #7 (the final church)

3. Meaning of the Name: Ajustice of the peopl eod ¢

4. Scripture: Revelation 3: 14-22

5. Character of the city: A very wealthy city. Most of the wealth made
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by deception -- the healing salve for which they were known was
phony. Their water came from other places and was lukewarm.

6. Character of the church: Believers at Laodicea made Christ sick
because they benefited from His grace, but refused to be grateful.
They were lukewarm believers.

7. Description of Christ: The Amen, The faithful and true witness (the
one who fulfills all promises), the beginning of the creation of God.

8. Where the description first appeared in Chapter 1: REVELATION
1, Verse 5 and Verse 8. (AAl pha and
same meanings as the Amen.)

9. What Christ knows because of His omniscience:

a. The Good: Nothing. Christ did not have anything good to say about
this church.

b. The Bad: This church is wretched, poor, miserable, blind and

naked in Christods sight. They are
hot . An unbeliever would be col d,
enthusiasm by believing in Jesus Christ. This is a no good, middle of

the road, church. Believers at Laodicea are guilty of all kinds of

hypocrisy. Even the Pastor was putting on a show. He taught from

j oke books and books on philosophy.
Word.

Di splay visuals for the |ist of nBa
Laodi cea, her e. | f you did not rea

library visual as you covered #7 under CHARACTER of the church at
Laodicea, read them now.

c. The Advice: Believers at Laodicea need to make better use of
their time by gathering spiritual riches instead of the
worldly wealth they value so highly. They need to
recognize their “lukewarm-ness”, get back in fellowship
and return to the study of God’s Word.

d. The Warning: Christ warns that if they do not change, their
works will not survive the test of fire at the Bema seat. They
will be ashamed (II TIMOTHY 2:15) and will be minus
decorations for their resurrection bodies. Jesus Christ
reminds them that He will send warning discipline of



SEVEN CHURCHES Seventh Church ~ Church at Laodicea

REVELATION 3:14-22

15

increasing intensity and He may even find it necessary to
inflict the sin unto death.

. The Promise: Believers out of fellowship still have the

opportunity to change their minds and open the door to the
Holy Spirit’s voice. Responding to God’s Word (“walking in
God’s plan”) automatically supplies harmonious
relationships with all three members of the trinity. Christ
promises anyone who responds to His advice and lives in
God’s plan (the overcomers) will rule with Him on His
throne in heaven. What a promise!

10. He Who Has an Ear: Again Christ admonishes “Listen to what
the Holy Spirit teaches you.” It is important to remember that
we cannot change the Truth, but the Truth can change us!

C. PARAPHRASE

Distribute copies of the paraphrase to students after you read it to the
class. The paraphrase should help them finalize their report cards.

PARAPHRASE FOR THE CHURCH IN LAODICEA

To the Pastor of the Church at Laodicea write: The one who is
everything worth believing, who created all things and is the authority
over everything, the One who came to the earth to test and prove it is
possible to live virtuously after salvation, says this:

Al

know everything there is t

anything good. I only know bad things. You are believers and you
make me sick. You are so proud of your wealth and riches in worldly

t hi

ngs and you brag that you

you are completely worthless, you cannot hear or see any spiritual
truth anymore. In My opinion, you are spiritually wretched, miserable,
poor, blind and naked.

I advise you to start making better use of the time you have left by
building up divine works that will not burn up in the fire so you will
not be ashamed at the evaluation seat. You are very busy with your
works. Start doing My works.

You need to agree with Me about your sin and get back in fellowship.
You need to start studying My Word so you can know Me better and
love Me more. You have put me out of your life, but I still have the

O know at

donot

n e e€
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desire for close harmony with you. I am trying to get your attention so

you will let me return.

| warn you that i f you wonodot take m
Me, I will be forced to send more punishment.

If any one of you will take My advice and begin living the virtuous life,

I promise you will rule with Me during the Millennium

If anyone is still able to hear with spiritual ears, keep on listening to
what the Holy Spirit teaches. (ISAIAH 30:21 READ)

End of paraphrase.

Distribute copies of the paraphrase to each student. Discuss where each
portion of the report card chart is covered in the paraphrase.

D. FINAL REPORT

Help students go over their notes and be sure they are satisfied with their
final answers. Distribute clean Report Cards. Allow students to transfer
notes to clean Report Cards.

CLOSING PRAYER

We thank you, Father, for your grace in keeping the door back into
A fellowship open for us when we sin. May we be humble enough and
/ sensitive enough to admit our sins to You. May we continue to appreciate
Your wonderful Word, the Bible. May we store the truth in our hearts and
allow Your Word to guide us in our decisions so You can work through us
to the glory of Your name. We pray In the name of the King of kings and
the Lord of lords, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

MEMORY VERSE FOR THIS LESSON

REVELATION 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door
and knock (symbolizing discipline); if anyone hears
My voice and opens the door, I will come in to
him, and will dine with him and he with Me.

Additional information for teaching this memory verse follows on the next
three pages.

Visuals to use in memorizing REVELATION 3:20 are in Visuals Folder
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REVELATION 3:20
MEMORY VERSE INFORMATION
CHURCH at LAODICEA

Before we learn any memory verse, we should be sure we understand
it. Since this is one of the most misunderstood and misused verses in
the Bible, we will explain it carefully.

Evangelistic meetings often us
Christ into their hearts. Some say this verse means Jesus Christ is

e

knocking at the door of an unbel

to come in.

I want to state categorically, right here, right now -- this is NOT a
verse for salvation. This verse is talking to believers who are already
saved, but have closed Christ out of their lives.

I. WHY YOU CAN NOT INVITE CHRIST INTO YOUR HEART
FOR SALVATION.

A . The Bible says, RnThe heart
it ?0

(GENESIS 8:21; JEREMIAH 17:9; ROMANS 8:27)

1. Jesus Christ cannot go into a deceitfully wicked place. To God, it
would be like inviting Christ into a garbage can full of sin and evil.

2. Christ cannot accept an invitation into a garbage can.

B. An unbeliever becomes a believer by trusting Jesus Christ and
the work He did on the cross. Jesus Christ is the source of the
action. The new believer simply receives Jesus Christ.

JOHN 1:11, 12 He came unto His own and His
own received Him not, but as many as received
Him to them He gave the right to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe in His
name (KJV).

t

S

hi s

ever
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1. The moment anyone believes Jesus Christ died on the cross for his
sins, that person is saved.

2. Christ comes into that personos
Christ alone. Nothing can keep Him out. By trusting Christ as Savior,

an unbeliever becomes a believer and receives (among other blessings)

the righteousness of God. He is no longer a garbage can and Christ

automatically, without any invitation, takes up residence in his heart.

When anyone becomes a believer there is no way he could prevent

Jesus Christ from ficoming ino.

EPHESIANS 3:17, 18 That Christ may dwell in
your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend
with all saints what is the breadth, and length,
and depth and height; and to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might
be filled with all the fullness of God (KJV).

3. Nothing can prevent Jesus Christ from abiding in the believer at the
moment of salvation.

COLOSSIANS 1:27 To whom God would make
known what is the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory (KJV).

4. No invitation is necessary.

II. REVELATION 3:20 IS TO BELIEVERS NOT
UNBELIEVERS

A. We have learned that in His letters to the seven churches,
Christ is talking to believers of the Church Age.

1. Chri st advises each of the seve,
him hear what the Spirit says unto -

a. Only believers possess spiritual ears.

b. Only believers are capable of hearing the Holy Spirit speak to them.

2. Christ speaks again and again i
overcomeso.
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a. Only believers have overcome the world.

b. Only believers are capable of overcoming sin and evil in their lives
after salvation.

2. Christ is speaking to believers: those in fellowship and those not in

fellowship. He wants those who have closed Him outside (are no

longer in harmony with Him) to allow Him back into their lives. He is
Aknockingo to get their attention so
communion, spiritual harmony or intimacy (implied by the activity of

Adi ningo ) with Him. 0Knockingo pictur
interrupting the affairs of the out of fellowship believer, to get his

attention.

III. WHAT THIS VERSE MEANS TO LAODICEA

A . The first word is ABehol do.

1. Behold means fiNotice, take a good

2. This is a very strong exclamation.
3. It means something very important is about to happen.

B . Next, Christ says Al standd which
-AHESTEMI 0.

1. It requires many English words to express the full impact of this
one Greek word.

2 . Al stando should be transl ated,
particular spot with the result that [ will keep on standing here and will

always stand here and do the same thing every time these same
circumstances exist.o

-1}

C. Next the Greek also helps us understand exactly where Jesus
Christ 1 s standing: |t says (i n the
to the dooro.

D. And He knocks.

1. This door is tightly closed. There is no need to knock on an open
door.

2. We know Christ is knocking on the door of the Church at Laodicea,
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because He is speaking to that church in this letter. He is knocking on

the door of any church in the Church Age where He has been placed

outside. He is also speaking to believers out of fellowship all the way

through the Church Age. He is continually knocking on the door of

every fAout of fellowshipo believer
refuses to respond so often that he no longer has any positive volition

in his soul. At that point, Christ might remove such a negative,

beli ever from earth by physical dea
are my child and you candét seem to |
or representative to the world, so,

3. Believers in the Church at Laodicea (as a whole) have closed the
door to Jesus Christ. They have closed Christ out of their lives.

4. Jesus Christ is on the outside, knocking on that door, asking
believers to let Him return to an intimate, comfortable, fellowship
(symbolized by Adinning or suppingo

nAdams, Lane, Christian aut hor and |
| ncredi bl e Patience of Godo, Xul on
devotional, July 16, 2009, Rick Warren, Purpose Driven Life.

The following is an excerpt from:
AThere Are No Shortcuts to Mat ur it
Driven Life, Daily Devotions, July 16, 2009.

Al am sure that God who began the g
right on helping you grow in His grace until His task within you is

finally finished on that day when J
LB).

It takes years for us to grow to adulthood, and it takes a full season for

fruit to mature and ripen. The same is true for the fruit of the Spirit.

The development of Christ like character cannot be rushed. Spiritual

growth, like physical growth, takes time.

When you try to ripen fruit quickly, it loses its flavor. In the United

States, tomatoes are usually picked
during shipping to the stores. Then, before they are sold, these green

tomatoes are sprayed with CO2 gas to turn them red instantly. Gassed

tomatoes are edible, but they are no match to the flavor of a vine-

ripened tomato that is allowed to mature slowly.

While we worry about how fast we grow, God is concerned about how
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strong we grow. God views our lives from and for eternity, so He is

never in a hurry.

Christian author Lane Adams (in his b
Godo) once compared the process of sp
the Allies used during World War II to liberate islands in the South

Pacific. First they would fAsoften upbo
resistance by shelling the enemy strongholds with bombs from
offshore ships.

Next, a small group of Marines would invade the island and establish a
A b e ac kahing fragntent of an island that they could control. Once
the beachhead was secured...they would begin the long process of
liberating the rest of the island one bit of territory at a time.

Adams drew this parallel: fABefore Chr
sometimes has to Asoften us upo by al
handl e. ...Jesus is saying, fABehol d I

Lane Adams closes his paragraphs on this subject with the words,

ARnOnce Christ gets a beachhead, He beg
more and more territory until all of your life is completely His. There

will be struggles and battles, but the outcome will never be in doubt.

God has promised that O0He who began a
on to completion (NIV). &0

GOD ACCOMPLISHESTHIS A GOOD WORKoO I N US WHEN
WE AOPEN THE DOORO TO HI M.



