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OPEN BIBLE AWARD 

SPECIAL ACTIVITY 
 

Since this is a special class activity. Format is unique. Outlines are 
unnecessary. There is no memory verse. There is one song suggestion. 
Students might suggest other  songs related to the importance of God’s 
Word, if time permits.   
 

OPENING PRAYER 
We will take a few moments for silent prayer. Then I will pray out loud. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father. We thank You for young people who love Your 
Word. We thank You for Your faithfulness in  providing all Your children 
need to live in Your plan. Thank You for the study of the seven churches 
and for the principles that tell us what a  model church should be. Thank 
You, also that those same principles teach us as individual believers how to 
live as Your child. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 
A. CLASS ACTIVITY 

 

This activity may be left out in the interest of time or if 

unsuitable for the age group.  

 

 

The Open Bible Award is planned as activity for one full class session, 

approximately 45 minutes in length.  
 

If there is extra time at the end of activity, students may suggest 

familiar songs and/or review memory verses from previous lessons.  

Teacher should prepare for both contingencies. 
 

This presentation follows study of the Seven Churches. Teacher should 

be sure students have all seven final Report Cards  in front of them 

before discussing awards.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Keep Report Cards in classroom for an activity 
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in the following lesson.  Students may then take report cards home. 
 
 

B. INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Miniature report cards of all seven churches are in Teacher’s Appendix. 
 

Be sure each student has completed all Report Cards. Instruct students 

to place all seven Report Cards in correct order in front of them. 
 

Distribute sheets of Bible Award symbols to each student. Show 

students the correct space on the report cards for placement of each 

Award. 
 

Teacher’s Bible Award sheet is supplied with the correct symbol for 

each church. 
 

If necessary, refresh students’ memories about the character of each 

church by reviewing the final Report Cards. Go over the following 

information with students before beginning activity. 
 

1. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this activity is to evaluate and determine which 

churches deserve an Open Bible Award. This is not a test for students. 

It is designed to be a helpful memory tool for reinforcing what has 

already been taught. 

 

2. REQUIREMENTS 
 

a. Two important questions to answer about each church. 
 

1) Is there Scriptural evidence in the report that  believers of this 

church study the Word of God on a daily, persistent basis? 

 

2) Is there Scriptural evidence that believers in this church (at the time 

of the report) are responding to what they learn from Scripture, 

showing respect for God’s Word and thereby glorifying God? 

 

b. THE ANSWER TO BOTH QUESTIONS MUST BE “YES” IF 

THE PARTICULAR CHURCH IS ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE  

THE OPEN BIBLE AWARD. 
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C. BEGIN ACTIVITY  
 

 

1. Begin process by eliminating churches full of believers who did not 

study the Bible at all. Place the correct Bible symbol on the individual 

Report Card and remove the Report Card from the line-up.  Proceed in 

the following manner. 
 

Tell students to look over their church Report Cards. 
 

2. CAN  ANYONE NAME A CHURCH WHERE THE WORD OF 

GOD WAS NOT AVAILABLE AND THERE WAS NO STUDY OF 

GOD”S WORD? 
 
Allow time for students to look over their Report Cards. If necessary,  lead  
students to recognize the church at Laodicea as the worst example of all. 
Teacher could use a few visuals from Laodicea’s report to remind students 
what this church was like. 
 

a. How about the Church where believers studied books on philosophy 

and psychology?  Members were spending time on everything but 

Bible study. God was not honored at all. Even the pastor ignored the 

Word of God and spent his time on extra studies. There probably was 

not a single Bible in the building. This church is the worst example. 

 

b.  We can place the set of philosophy and psychology books on the 

chart for the church at Leodicea. 

 
Display the Leodicea symbol and the set of books  and direct the students to 
place the correct symbol  on the report card for Laodicea. 
 

3. WHICH CHURCH, IN YOUR OPINION, COMES NEXT IN 

NEGLECT  OF GOD’S WORD?  
 
Follow the same procedure. Allow time for students to look over their report 
cards and lead them to the correct answer, if necessary. 
 

a. How about the church where believers spent most of their time on 

ritual and long drawn out services?  Which church was busy with 

activity that  did not include studying God’s Word?  
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Display the Thyatira symbol and the closed  Bible covered with spider webs. 
Be sure all students place their  symbols correctly. These two church report 
cards could be removed at this time to make room on student’s desks. Five 
report cards remain. 

 

4. WHICH CHURCH DO YOU THINK IS THIRD IN A NEGATIVE 

ATTITUDE TOWARD  GOD’S WORD ? 

 

Suggest students look over their remaining Report Cards. Guide them 

to look at Pergamum as the next church in the line of those who 

neglect the study of God’s Word.   

 

Members of one of the remaining churches were more interested in the 

things of the world than God’s Word. Religion was a business with 

them. A closed Bible fits this particular church well. Do you know 

which one it is? 

 
Help students place an unopened Bible symbol on the chart for the church at 
Pergamum. Display the Pergamum symbol  and a closed Bible symbol. 
 

5. DOES ANOTHER CHURCH DESERVE AN UNOPENED 

BIBLE? 
 

Allow a little time for students to think, then lead students to see that the 
majority of believers in the church at Sardis neglected God’s word. 
 

a. Only a few (The name Sardis means “a few escape”) in the church at 

Sardis had any interest in studying the Bible. Believers were too busy 

making friends and attending social events to study God’s Word. The 

pastor was still teaching Bible classes, and some believers attended, 

occasionally, but they probably met with the pastor outside the church. 

This church is not a candidate for an Open Bible Award. 

 
Help students place a closed Bible on the Report Card for the church at 
Sardis. Display the Sardis symbol.  Place the closed Bible symbol beside the 
Sardis symbol.  

 

NOW, LET’S RECALL A SHOCKING FACT.  
 

BELIEVERS WERE 

NEGLECTING THE WORD OF GOD. 
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BELIEVERS WERE INVOLVED IN THE  

DISHONORABLE ACTIVITIES LISTED IN THE LETTERS TO 

THESE  SEVEN CHURCHES. 
 

Also, point out that the order of elimination might be a matter of opinion, 
but we can all agree that these four churches should be eliminated from 
consideration for the top award. 

 

b. We have eliminated four churches as candidates for the Open Bible 

Award. Three candidates remain: Ephesus, Smyrna and Philadelphia. 

Let’s give detailed examination to these three churches. 

 

D. FINAL THREE CHURCHES 
 

 

Talk about Ephesus first. 

 

1. WHAT IS YOUR OPINION OF EPHESUS? 
 

Encourage students to express their opinions. If necessary, lead them 

to the following conclusions. 
 

Believers in the church at Ephesus were pretty good as church 

members, were they not?  They had been studying regularly and their 

love for God had been growing.  However, notice God’s praise is all 

about their past.  It seems a problem was developing. Believers were 

beginning to neglect the study of God’s Word.  We cannot give them 

an Open Bible Award, can we? There is no evidence in the report that 

they ever woke up, changed their minds and returned to Bible study 

even though Christ advised them to do so. The partially opened Bible 

ought to fit the church at Ephesus. 
 

Place the partially open Bible on the chart for the church at Ephesus. 
Display the Ephesus symbol and the partially open Bible symbol. 

 

2. FINAL TWO CHURCHES 
 

a. We are down to two final churches.  Do the reports of these two 

churches indicate believers are studying God’s Word?  Look 

carefully at the Report Cards for the churches at Smyrna and at 

Philadelphia. What do you think? 
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b. Yes, according to the reports, both were studying God’s Word  

faithfully. 
 

c. Give both Smyrna and Philadelphia an Open Bible Award.  And for 

good measure, let’s give them both a blue ribbon!! 
 

Display Smyrna and Philadelphia symbols and place symbols for Open 
Bible Award and blue ribbons close beside them both. 
 

d. Now, we have a great big #1 Award remaining, and another difficult 

decision.  How can we choose between these two churches?  Christ 

had nothing negative to say about either of these churches. He had 

only praise for both of them.   
 

BELIEVERS IN BOTH CHURCHES LOVED GOD’S WORD AND 

BIBLE STUDY HAD PRIORITY IN THEIR DAILY LIVES. WHAT 

DIFFERENCE DID WE FIND BETWEEN THE TWO? 
 

DO YOU REMEMBER? 

 

3. FINAL AWARD FOR #1 STATUS 
 

There is a fine line of difference, but a single, significant feature helps 

distinguish one of these churches from the other. Let’s look at them 

more closely. 
 

a. SMYRNA 
 

1) Believers in the Church at Smyrna were suffering. Suffering kept 

them clinging to the Word of God.  
  

2) Suffering was not something they planned or could chose for 

themselves. They had not made a conscious decision to suffer, but 

because of it the Church at Smyrna had an additional incentive to 

study the Word of God. They couldn’t make it any other way.  
 

b. PHILADELPHIA 
 

1) In contrast, believers in the Church at Philadelphia had no extra 

incentive to make them cling faithfully to God’s plan and purpose. 
 

2) Believers in the church at Philadelphia were studying and 

responding to the Truth they learned. Studying was a regular part of 

their lives. They loved God’s Word. 
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3) God’s plan is perfect. God’s Word is capable of handling every 

problem in life: trouble, sorrow, catastrophe, suffering, tragedy, 

frustration, disappointment, failure and sin. God’s Word can even 

handle the great successes in life. When things are going well, people 

tend to forget their dependence on God.  Believers at Philadelphia 

were making an A+ on the most difficult test of all: the prosperity test. 

Philadelphia is the model church.  

 

4) The church at Philadelphia sets the example for individual believers, 

too. God’s child responding positively to God’s Word in his soul can 

face whatever happens with courage and stability and God can change 

him from the inside out. 

 

Present the #1 Award to the Church at Philadelphia.  Help students 

place the Number 1 Award on the chart for the church at Philadelphia. 

 
THE MAIN TRUTH EMERGING FROM A STUDY OF THE 

LETTERS TO SEVEN CHURCHES IN THE BOOK OF 

REVELATION IS THAT STUDY OF AND RESPONSE  

TO GODôS WORD  

SHOULD HAVE FIRST PLACE  

IN THE LIFE OF GODôS CHILD. 

 
SONG: ñThe Bible Standsò, Great Hymns of the Faith, p. 178. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, Your Word is a gracious gift to us.  As the book 

of Proverbs says, we should “take Your instruction (teaching from 

Your Word) rather than silver and choicest gold” and “the most 

desirable things in life can not compare with” the wisdom received 

from studying Your Word.  How we thank You for providing such a 

treasure whereby we can learn about You, Your character and Your 

marvelous works.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 

 

Proverbs 8:10, 11 


