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THE SEVEN CHURCHES
Third Church ~ Church at Pergamum

REVELATION 2:12-17

Opening prayer

As is our custom, we begin with silent prayer. Then I will pray out loud.

Dear Heavenly Father, we are continually amazed at the treasure You left
here for us: Your wonderful Word that tells us of salvation, Your plan and
Your will in our lives. We thank You for this study covering the Church
Age and for the principles that enable us to live our lives in the light of
eternity. Thank You for young people who love Your Word and want to
know more. May Your spirit teach us as we study. In Jesus’ name, we pray.
Amen.

REVIEW

Use review as necessary for your class.

A. Previous Church

1. Jesus Christ had only praise for the church at Smyrna. Though
they were hated by the world, and bitterly persecuted, most
believers in the church were living virtuously. They were
growing in knowledge and in grace in spite of great pressure
and opposition.

2. The name Smyrna comes from the word “myrrh” meaning
bitterness or suffering.

3. The words “bitterness” and “suffering” suit a church exposed to
extreme persecution. Would the believers be fearful or faithful?
Suffering can make us spiritually rich even if we are paupers by
the world’s standards. What the world calls wealth turns into
poverty when compared to spiritual riches.
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B. LOCATION OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES

Locate Ephesus on a large map and follow the seven churches around

t heli

preacher to all seven churches before his exile to the Isle of Patmos.

r i mperfecto circle.

II. THIRD CHURCH

Rem

A. REPORT CARD

Di stri bute ASloppy Copyo

transfer notes neatly to a new chart at the end of the study. Display the

large Report Card Chart and refer to it when necessary.

There is no memory verse and no suggested song for this session.
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B. REVELATION 2:12-17

REVELATION 2:12-17: And to the angel

(Pastor)y) of the church i n Pergamum write:

One who has the sharp two-edged sword says

t hi s: I know where you

throne is; and you hold fast my name, and did
not deny My faith, even in the days of Antipas,
My witness, My faithful one, who was killed
among you, where Satan dwells. But I have a
few things against you, because you have there
some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who
kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block
before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed
to idols, and to commit acts of immorality. Thus
you also have some who in the same way hold
the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Repent
therefore; or else I am coming to you quickly,
and I will make war against them with the
sword of My mouth. He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To
him who overcomes, to him I will give some of
the hidden manna, and I will give him a white
stone, and a new name written on the stone
which no one knows but

he
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C. WORDS AND PHRASES FROM TEXT

1. Pergamum ~ Revelation 2:12

a. The word oPergamumdé comes from t

Perga, which means “thoroughly,” and (2) gamos, which means
“marriage.”  The word Pergamos means “thoroughly
married”. “Thoroughly married” implies compromise. To
what, do you suppose, is Pergamum “thoroughly married?”

b. Pergamum was a very religious church.

1) Religion is man, in his own way, trying to please God. It is
man trying to work his way to heaven, but man cannot
work his way to heaven.

2) Religion is Satan’s system, designed to draw the human race
away from God’s grace plan of Salvation and God’s grace
plan for living the virtuous spiritual life following salvation.
Religion often involves ritual and man-made rules.

3) Christianity is not a religion. Man can never work for, nor
ever hope to gain, his own salvation. Christianity is man’s
relationship by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, the
second member of the Trinity. Christianity is God reaching
down to man.

2. One who has the sharp, two-edged sword ~ Revelation 2:12

a. The sharp, two-edged sword is God’s Word. The sharp, two
-edged sword pictures Jesus Christ the living Word and the
Bible God’s written Word which convicts the human heart.
It is the long broadsword of protection and judgment.

b. The Word of God guarantees justice and judgment. The
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living Word (Jesus Christ) took our judgment so we would
not be judged. The church at Pergamum needed to recall
this specific truth because many of their members were
compromising with religion. They were “thoroughly
married” to the world. They needed to remember that God’s
Word would convict them for their activity. Further, they
needed to be reminded that Jesus Christ was the One who
would ultimately evaluate their deeds.

c. The Greek word translated “sharp two-edged sword” is the

long sword, for execution of judgment. The use of that
particular Greek word implies believers at Pergamum were
in danger of having God declare war against them.

The long, sharp, two-edged sword pictures the Word of
God, as the weapon for “cutting through” Satan’s schemes
and exposing Satan’s lies. Christ uses this weapon to picture
the majesty of His power and justice. Members of the
church at Pergamum should have allowed God’s Word to
separate false worship from true worship. They needed to
be reminded that Jesus Christ judges on the basis of His
Word and will execute punishment when necessary. Both
the written Word (the Bible) and the Living Word (Jesus
Christ) identify truth.

2) The sharp, two-edged sword also cuts apart (separates) true

worshipers from false worshipers. True worship is studying
God’s written Word and glorifying God. Christ, the living
Word of God, is the final authority on what is right and
what is wrong in the church at Pergamum...and for that
matter in any church and any individual believer.

HEBREWS 4:12 The Word of God is living (alive)
and powerful, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing as far as the division of soul and
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to
judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

REVELATION 1:16 Repent; or else I (Jesus
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Christ) will come unto thee quickly, and will
fight against them with the sword of My mouth.

3. Satands throne ~ REVELATI ON 2: 13

Use information from “Satan’s Three Falls” in Teacher’s Appendix, if
needed. Study the following Scripture ahead of class time and be prepared
to answer questions concerning Satan’s throne-headquarters on earth.

EZEKIEL 28:16; JOHN 12:31; EPHESIANS 2:2; EPHESIANS 6:11, 12;
I PETER 5:8; REVELATION 12:13; REVELATION 20:2, 10

a. Satan no longer lives in the third heaven -- he was kicked out
of God’s throne room in Eternity Past and his present living
quarters are in the second heaven. However, Satan has
access to both heaven and earth.

EZEKIEL28:16 By the abundance of your trade
you were internally filled with violence, and you
sinned; Therefore I have cast you as profane
from the mountain of God. And I have
destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the
midst of the stones of fire.

b. Satan’s purpose is still the same: to oppose God’s perfect
plan and lead mankind away from God’s love and grace.

I PETER 5: 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour.

c. Satan still sets up thrones and headquarters on earth.

JOHN 12:31 Now, judgment is upon this world;
now the ruler of this world shall be cast out.

EPHESI ANS 2:2 ¢é. according to the
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the power of the air, of the spirit that is now
working in the sons of disobedience.

d. At the time of our study, Satan’s earthly headquarters were

in the city of Pergamum -- the very seat of Satan’s throne
was right there in the same city with this church
(REVELATION 2:13).

. Pergamum was the perfect city for Satan to set up his
“throne” headquarters. It was a thriving center for pagan
religions. Religion and religious people are Satan’s main
tools for corrupting and neutralizing the church. Since
religion thrived in the city of Pergamum, it was only natural
that Satan would set up his earthly headquarters there.

4. You hold fast My name / Did not deny My faith ~
REVELATION 2:13

a. Hold fast My name.

1) In the very heart of Satan’s headquarters, a small group of

mature believers remained strong in their faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. The short two-edged sword mentioned in
verse 12 (Jesus Christ and the Bible) separates this small
group from the other believers at Pergamum.

2) Jesus praises the smaller group for their faithfulness.

Pergamum, the seat of Satan’s throne, was also the seat of
Roman authority. Combined, these powers presented a
very difficult environment for believers. In spite of living in
the center of Satan’s earthly headquarters, some believers
were sticking to the truth.

3) Jesus tells this group that He knows how difficult it is.

(Doesn’t He always know?) And isn’t it great when we
know that Jesus knows...and that He cares? Not even a
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sparrow falls to the ground that He does not know about
and for which He does not care.

NHE KNOWS, HE LOVES, HE CARES
NOTHING THIS TRUTH CAN DIM,

HE GIVES THE VERY BEST TO THOSE,

WHO LEAVE THE CHOI CE TO HI M. o

4) Jesus tells the small group of faithful believers that He
knows the pressure they are under because of the evil
around them. He is aware of the temptation to compromise
with the world in order to get along with people. God does
not condone that compromise in any way, but He knows
how hard it is for those at Pergamum to resist.

EPHESIANS 6:12 For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the powers, against the world forces of this
darkness, against the spiritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly places.

b. Did not deny My faith.

Jesus tells this small group at Pergamum that He knows they
are “not denying” their faith in Him. He is proud of them.

5. Antipas, My witness, My faithful one ~ REVELATION 2:13

a. This portion of Scripture tells us all we know about Antipas.
He was murdered because of his faith in, and constant
witness for the Lord Jesus Christ. Antipas means “against
all”. Perhaps he was lonely because of his faith.

b. Faith is simply believing in a person, place or thing. If the
object of one’s faith is not trustworthy, faith is worth
nothing. “Believe” is the verb form of faith and it means to
assent that something is true. Antipas had faith that the
Lord Jesus Christ died in his place for his sins. In response
to what had been done for him, Antipas could not help
being faithful. The faith of Antipas was of eternal value,
because the object (Jesus Christ) was worthy of his faith.
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c. Since Satan’s throne was in Pergamum, one could easily
assume that Antipas refused to take part in the evil worship
so widely practiced there and was killed for his loyalty to
Jesus Christ. Antipas was like the Apostle John, he would
not quit talking about the Lord. Other faithful believers
followed in the footsteps of Antipas and John.

oBUTo6éagai n! ~ REVELATI ON

a. The word “but” is translated from the Greek word “alla,”
which implies a sharp contrast between two things. The
context of Scripture reveals the objects involved. In the
church at Pergamum the contrast is between two groups of
people in the same church at the same time.

1) One group, loyal to Jesus Christ, withstood the pressures
and temptations facing them. They remained true in the
middle of Satan’s earthly headquarters.

2) The other, larger, group, trapped by worldliness, was
“thoroughly married” to the world. Its members were
compromising with religion and Satan’s world.

b. In the Church at Ephesus, there was a contrast between two
periods of time. Only a short time before, the believers in
the church at Ephesus had been “on fire for their most
important love...” “BUT” (“alla”) there was a strong
contrast in their attitude by the time John was writing the
book of Revelation. Alla is such a little word, but it conveys
so much. There is also the implication from the Greek that
Jesus is saying, “I have a few concise and definite things
against you.” The Greek words imply that the list of things
against the second group at Pergamum is short, sweet, and
right to the point.

14
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7. BALAAMOS TEACHI NG ~ REVELATI ON 2

Go over the following Scripture before class. Relate facts to the students.
Be prepared to answer questions concerning Balaam.

NUMBERS 22:18-24; NUMBERS 22:5-7; NUMBERS 31:15-16;
NUMBERS 25:1-9; DEUTERONOMY 23:4; NEHEMIAH 13:2-24; I
PETER 2:15; JUDE 1; REVELATION 2:6, 14

a. Balaam was a follower and a prophet of the true God, but he
constantly searched for ways to make money. He was
greedy and covetous. Balaam, the son of Beor, had been a
soothsayer, before salvation and received money for cursing
and blessing people. Evidently, he had a communication
gift, but he fell back into his old ways and started wanting
money for his service for God.

b. The “Way of Balaam” was covetousness. Balaam wanted to

Hire himself out and make a large profit while in God’s
service. Balaam was greedy

c. The “Error of Balaam” was thinking God would curse Israel.

d. The “Doctrine (or teaching) of Balaam” was that Israel
would bring cursing upon themselves if they could be
enticed into immorality. This would accomplish the same
thing as cursing, because Israel would place themselves
under God’s policy of discipline.

e. Later, Nicholas of Antioch got into this same problem and
gained followers. The Ephesian church would not put up
with Nicholas” teaching, but Pergamum allowed it. Later,
Thyatira embraces it. One of Thyatira’s members performed
immoral, idolatrous ceremonies right there in the church
building. Many believers joined her in integrating
immorality into a ritualistic system. It was not pleasing to
God. Many of Thyatira’s members placed themselves under
discipline by their actions.

Chart on this subject S at t he ¢
Appendix.
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I CORINTHIANS 10:19-20 What do I mean
then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is
anything, or that an idol is anything? No, but I
say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice
they sacrifice to demons, and not to God; and I
do not want you to become sharers in demons.

Other helpful Scripture for teacher: I KINGS: 16:24-34; 21; II KINGS 9:30,
37; Il Peter 2:15; Jude 11

1) Some believers in Pergamum compromised their faith by
joining the pagan culture in Satan’s world headquarters.
They lived in a city full of pagan influences and Jesus Christ
warns them not to take part in its immorality and idolatry.

Note also: New Scofield Study System, footnote, Revelation 2:14. p. 1316

2) A Stumbling block. (VERSE 14) The NASB translation (and
others) has the words, “Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to
put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel...” This
phrase refers to “The doctrine or teaching of Balaam” which
caused the nation of Israel to stumble. Tolerating false
worshippers led Israel to sin by joining them in their
blasphemous activity.

JAMES 4:4 You adulterers and adulteresses,
know you not that the friendship of the world is
enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a
friend of the world is the enemy of God.

3) Things sacrificed to idols (VERSE 14). The Israelites were
not to eat meat that had been sacrificed to idols, but the
practice was encouraged in the church at Pergamum.

Additional Scripture: I CORINTHIANS 8-10 and ACTS 15:20, 29.

4) These scriptures cover the debate in the early church over
eating food sacrificed to idols. It was decided that believers
could buy food at the public market but they should not go
to the temple and socialize with pagans. Social life in
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Pergamum was closely tied to idol worship and immoral
ceremonies. Many feasts honored the Emperor and involved
emperor worship. Many believers in the church at
Pergamum compromised pure worship by taking part in
these feasts. Believers were to stay away from such

practices.

8. Teaching of the Nicolaitans ~ REVELATION 2:15

a. The doctrine or teaching of Nicolas of Antioch is much the
same as “Balaam’s teaching. The Nicolaitans taught that it
was all right to associate with sin so it could be better
understood. It is a wicked doctrine.

ROMANS 6:1 What shall we say then? Are we
to continue in sin that grace might increase?
May it never be! How shall we who died to sin

still live in it?

b. The teaching of the Nicolaitans also refers to a clerical
system ruling over people: a combination of the Greek
words “nikao” (to rule) and “laos” (people).

c. The Ephesian church did not accept this system.

See lesson on EPHESUS.

REVELATION 2:6 Yet this you do have, that you
hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also
hate.

d. Unfortunately, the social order Ephesus hated become a
dominate system in Pergamum. Whenever evil doctrine is
tolerated it poisons everything around it. We find this hated
practice actually has crept into the church at Pergamum.
Believers were listening to corrupt teaching and practicing
corrupt worship. Compromise with sin and worldliness led
to Church leaders becoming government leaders, too. The
Church found itself under governmental control.
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This condition led our wonderful country, America, to write a
law prohibiting the government from establishing a state
religion. This law is being twisted, today, to say that religion
cannot have any part in government, and that the two must
be completely separated. It was not the original intent and is
another one of Satan’s lies.

9. ORepent 6 ~ REVELATI ON 2:16
a. ORepentt® domelarsge. g our mind

This particular word comes from the Greek, METANOEQO. Meto, which
means “after” implying change, and noeo, “to perceive with the mind”.
“Repent” does not carry the connotation of sorrow or guilt, but simply a
“change of mind”. (Not a direct quote.)

Source: Vine’s Complete expository Dictionary, Page 525, W.E. Vine,
Thomas Nelson Publisher’s, Nashville, Atlanta, London, Vancouver, ISBN:
0-7852-1160-8.

b. Christ wants believers to change their minds about
compromising with the world. He wants His children to be
in the world but not of the world.

10. ol am coming quicklydéd ~ REVELATI O

a. This phrase does not mean Jesus Christ is coming back
immediately. It means He could come at any moment; and
when He does, it will take place quickly, “in the twinkling
of an eye”.

b. “I am coming quickly” is a warning that the sharp, two-
edged sword (the living Word, Christ) will return quickly
and evaluate His people for their failure to change their
minds (repent) and separate from the world. His people
need to be ready for Him to return at any time.

11. sword of My mouth ~ REVELATION 2:16
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ISAIAH 11: 4 But with righteousness He will
judge the poor, And decide with fairness for the
afflicted of the earth: And He will strike the
earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the
breath of His lips he will slay the wicked.

HEBREWS 4:12 For the Word of God is living
(alive) and active (powerful) and sharper than
any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the
division of the soul and spirit, of both joints and
marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and
intentions of the heart.

a . The osword of My mout ho
Word: the Bible.

b. The Bible cuts through untruth and reveals and judges false
teaching and false application. Jesus Christ is the Judge and
He will discipline those who are disobedient. God’s Word
convicts and proves guilty many believers in the church at
Pergamum.

12. Hidden manna ~ REVELATION 2:17

a. Manna is used three ways in Scripture ~ ISAIAH 64:4

1) Manna was literal bread - Food for the physical body.

The word “manna” means “What's it?” When the Jews first
saw manna falling from heaven, it was unlike anything they
had ever seen. Therefore, they asked, “What is it?” Manna
nourished the Israelites for 40 years in the wilderness. It
contained every element needed to sustain physical life.

2) Manna is a picture of spiritual bread - Food for the Spirit -
Bible truth.

al so

r

€
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Believers, feed their souls with God’s Word. God’s Word
contains everything needed to sustain Spiritual life. It meets
every need if we will let it. We are receiving manna from
heaven right now as we study God’s Word.

3) Manna was a picture of the bread of immortality (bread of
Life): the person and work of Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ, like manna, came from Heaven. His work on the
cross provided everything we need to receive and sustain
eternal life. (It speaks of His all sufficiency.) He will supply
everything the believer needs and satisfy every longing of

the believer’s soul. Jesus calls Himself the “Bread (manna)
of Life.”

JOHN 6:32-35 Jesus therefore said to them,
oTrul vy, truly | say to you, It s n
has given you the bread out of heaven, but it is
My Father who gives you the true bread out of
heaven. For the bread of God is that which
comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the

worl d. 6 They sai d therefore t o Hi
ever more give us this bread. o Jesus
ol am the bread of | 1 f e: he who c¢come

not hunger, and he who believes in Me shall
never thirst.o

b. REVELATION 2:17 tells us there is hidden manna that will
be revealed in heaven.

1) There is doctrine not revealed today that believers will
understand in heaven. Everything in the Bible is possible to
understand now (though some of the treasures require deep
digging), but additional truth is hidden (not revealed),
because we are not able to bear it in our earthly state.

I CORINTHIANS 13 For now we see in a mirror
dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part,
but then I shall know fully just as I have been
fully known.

DEUTERONOMY 29:29 The secret things belong
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to the Lord our God, but the things revealed
belong to us and to our sons forever, that we
may observe all the words of this law.

2) Jesus implies believers will learn more truth in heaven.
Evidently, some of this hidden truth was given to Paul
ahead of time...perhaps revealed when he was stoned at
Lystra and caught up to the third Heaven.

3) In I CORINTHIANS, Paul speaks of a man (Paul is actually
speaking of himself) who was caught up to heaven. Paul
says he later received a “thorn in the flesh” because of the
extraordinary knowledge (the secret, hidden doctrine) he
received. Such knowledge could easily make a man “puffed
up” with his own importance.

II CORINTHIANS 12:3-4 &7 And I know how such a man --
whether in the body or apart from the body, I do not
know, God knows -- was caught up into Paradise, and
heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted
to speak. And because of the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting
myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to buffet me -- to keep me from
exalting myself.

Additional Scripture: ACTS 14: 19; I CORINTHIANS 11:25-33;
II CORINTHIANS 2:7-10

c. Believers will have previously secret doctrine revealed to
them in heaven.

|
13. The white stone with a new name written on it ~

REVELATION 2:17

a. The white stone is explained by voting procedures during
ancient trials.

1) An ancient procedure made it possible to vote without
revealing how you voted. A box with a small hole was
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used. Those voting “innocent” would secretly drop a white
stone in the box. Those voting “guilty” would drop in a
black stone. Voting negatively (for guilt) was called
“blackballing.”

2) God has placed a white stone into the voting box for all who
believe in His Son as Savior. His is the only vote that
counts.

3) White pictures the purity of Heaven. Believers are acquitted
before God and declared righteous. Believers cannot be
“blackballed” out of heaven.

b. A new name written on the stone - REVELATION 2:17

1) A new name will be written on this white stone. God has
given new names to many people to commemorate their
faithfulness to His plan.

2) When Abram reached spiritual maturity, his name changed
to Abra-Ham signifying God’s good opinion by the addition
of His breath (the sound of the letter “H”). The same is true
of Abraham’s wife, Sarai “contentious”, who became Sarah
“Princess”.

4) God gave Jacob, (meaning “supplanter”) a new name, Israel,
“God contends”. Further name changes include: Saul
“asked for”, renamed Paul, “small or humble”; Levi
“associate” who became Matthew “gift of God” and Simon
“harkening”, whom Jesus renamed Peter, “the rock”. These
changes reflect God’s approval, but other name changes
reflect God’s disapproval. There was a man in Jeremiah
20:3 so wicked that God changed his name to “Terror on
every side”. How would you like to be labeled as a terrorist,
forever ?

5) Believers in Jesus Christ automatically go to heaven. We are
God’s sheep and He calls each sheep by name. Your
heavenly name is individual and special between you and
Jesus Christ...a unique nick-name highlighting an endearing
personal quality of yours, expressing your Lord’s affection
and love.
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Our NEW, heavenly name WILL refle
earthly actions.
What name would you like for eternity?

D. CHARACTER OF THE CITY

1. Pergamum was previously called Pergamos. The NASB
translation uses “Pergamum” (REVELATION 2:12).

a. Pergamum was located in the Roman province of Asia,
about 45 miles north of Smyrna.

It is Turkey today. Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamum were all
important cities in John’s day. Pergamum, just like the other
two, was very beautiful. Each had an acropolis (the fortified
part of the city).

b. Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamum competed with each other
for acclaim. All three were important in commerce, politics
and religion. Ephesus was better known in the political
arena. Smyrna, a constant seaport, was greater in the field
of commerce. Pergamum was the greatest religious center
(Satan’s headquarters). Pergamum was the worst of the
three in the field of religion and, as we have noticed, the
other two were pretty bad.

Remind students again that religion
his (mandés) own way (without God) .
promoted by Satan. It is designed to lead man away from God.

2. Satan’s headquarters were in Pergamum at that time.

3. Pergamum was referred to as the “Royal City” because of the
temple dedicated to Caesar Augustus. Many elaborate temples
for worshipping pagan gods were there. One was the god of
healing, represented by a serpent. Pergamum was the home of
a well-known healing spa where famous and powerful people
came for its so-called “healing powers.” Healing was an evil
activity all mixed up with religion and ritual. It was fitting that
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the god of healing had a temple there.

4. In addition to politics, commerce, and religion, Pergamum had a
magnificent library. In fact, the city was given its name because
of the parchment (pergamena) used in the over 200,000 volumes
contained in the library. Queen Cleopatra took this famous
library and placed it in Alexandria, Egypt, where it grew to be
the greatest library the world has ever known. It lasted, as such,
for centuries. Many theories exist concerning its demise, but
according to the most reliable sources, dust, fire and time took
their toll until this magnificent library gradually diminished
and disappeared.

Source: Battles, Matthew, “Library: An Ungquiet History”, 2003; Harris,
Michael H., “History of Libraries in the Western World”, 1995.

II. CHURCH AT PERGAMUM

A. CHARACTER

1. Though religion was big business in Pergamum, some believers
remained faithful to Jesus Christ.

2. The name “thoroughly married” reveals the most outstanding
characteristic of this church. Most of the members
compromised with the outside world because it was easier to
get along with people when they did. They allowed false
doctrine (religion, rituals, a ruling class over regular members,
and loose morals) to creep into the church itself.

B. REPORT CARD

Refer to the large Report Card. Instruct students to follow closely as you
display visuals emphasizing the Report Card. Visuals are in Teacher’s
Appendix. Students should check their notes at this time.

1. Church name: Pergamum

2. Church number: Church #3

3. Meaning of thename: A Thoroughly marriedo. The
propensity for illegitimate compromise.

4. Scripture: REVELATION 2:12-17

5. Character of the city: Religious headquarters, S
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headquarters, his synagogue.

6. Character of the Church: Compromising with the world

7. Description of Christ: the sharp, two-edged sword reminding
believers that He as the Living Word of God has the solutions to all
manos problems and the answers
8. Where the description first appeared in REVELATION:
REVELATION 1:16

9. What Christ knows because of His omniscience: everything about
them.

10. Good: Jesus Christ knows that some in the church at Pergamum

t

were |living in Goddés plan in spi

11. Bad: Jesus Christ knows some were allowing false doctrine
(rituals, clergy ruling over the people, and loose morals) to creep into
the church and into their lives.

12. The Advice: Jesus Christ knows the advice they need. He advises
them to change their minds about being involved in things He hates.
13. The Warning: Jesus Christ knows what they need to be warned
about. He warns them to change their attitude or He and His Word will
prove them guilty

14. The Promise: Jesus Christ knows the promise they need to hear.
He promises that those who remain faithful (the overcomers) will feed
on the bread of life and be fully satisfied for eternity. He will vote for
their entrance into heaven. He will give them a stone with His name
on it and it will be an intimate, personal name.

15. He who has an ear: Jesus Christ knows they need to be reminded to
listen to what the Holy Spirit teaches as they study.

C. PARAPHRASE

1. A paraphrase means someone has checked the Greek meanings
of the words and has incorporated additional truth (taught by
the Greek) into words easy for you to understand.

2. The teacher is the one who does this for you.

Read entire paraphrase before distributing copies to students.
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PARAPHRASE OF REVELATION 2:12-17

To the Pastor of the Church at Pergamum, write; The living Word of
God, the One who has the answers to m
and, therefore, will evaluate and discipline those who are disobedient,

~

says, A | know everything about vyou.

Al know some good things. | know you
circumstances. I know Satands headqu.
live (I PETER 5:8). | know of the many satanic temples built there,

the evil religions and fake healings going on right there in your own

back yard where religion is big business. | am not talking about

anybody anywhere else. | am dealing strictly with you now.

A | know it is hard for you to continu
the second member of the Trinity and | know it is hard for you to keep

on seeking truth from Scripture when many believers in your church

have been killed for being faithful; but, some of you remain loyal in

spite of the threat of death hanging over your heads. Some of you

continue growing to maturity by studying My Word and responding to

what you learn. | am proud of the ones doing that, but | have a few

definite things against the rest of you.

Al know some bad things. The I ist wil
point. You are involved in activities that do not please me. Many of

you, as members of the Church, are compromising with the teaching

that promotes worldly thinking contrary to My Word. It is as if you are

married to the world instead of your true love. Some in your midst

have embraced the evil doctrine that it is all right to practice sin in

order to understand it. | hate that doctrine.

Al advise you to change your mind abo
Me, the living Word of God.

Al warn you that if you wil!/ not do t
Word and the Living Word of God will convict you and prove you are
guilty of evil thinking.

Please listen to what the Holy Spirit teaches you from My Word.

Al promise those of you who believe M
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place, I will cast My vote for you to be received into heaven. Without
any doubt, you will be there with Me forever.

AAnd, finally, to those who cont.i

life of the Church Age and continue to study and respond to My written
Word all the way to the end, | promise to give an understanding of
hidden truths in My Word. In addition, | will present a special gift as
your permanent possession. That gift will have My name on it. The
particular name | use will have a secret, private meaning just between
you and me, and it wil!/ be of

~

c. Remember, the warning, the advice, the promise to
overcomers and the reminder to listen to the Holy Spirit
apply to all true members of the Church of Jesus Christ.

After reading the paraphrase, distribute copies to students. Go over the
paraphrase and show where each category on the chart is covered. Subjects
are marked in the margin of teacher’s copy, in appendix . Instruct students’
to write, I JOHN 5:5 (“salvation/overcomer”), Il PETER 2:20 (“believer/
overcomer”) and I CORINTHIANS 2:14 (he who has an ear) in the proper
place in the margin of their paraphrase.

D. FINAL REPORT

Distribute clean Report Cards. Advise students to go over their notes to be
sure they are satisfied with their reports. Allow time for students to
transfer final reports to clean report cards.

CLOSING PRAYER

Dear Heavenly Father,

As we come to the close of our study time with You, Father, we want You to
know how grateful we are for the privilege of studying Your Word. We
thank You for the fantastic opportunity of storing truth in our souls and
using it in our lives. We know that we are able to do that only because of

nu
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the tools You provide: Your Word: the Bible and Your Spirit, our teacher.
We thank You for those provisions and ask that You take the things we have
examined in this lesson and add them to our treasure of knowledge. Thank
You for young people who love You, Your Son and Your Word. In Jesus’
name, we pray. Amen.

| TEMS FOR TEACHERG6S APPENDI X
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BLESSING VS. DISCIPLINE CHART

PLACE OF ODb@® S PLACE OF ODO6 S
BLESSING DISCIPLINE
AN OBEDIENT BELIEVER, STUDYS A DISOBEDIENT BELIEVER,

GOD®6S WORD FAI THFU
WI THI N GOD6S PLAN
GOD6S PURPOSE FOR
SALVATION AND GLORIFIES GOD
BY WALKING ACCORDING TO

GOD6 S WORD.
THIS BELIEVER PLACES HIMSELF,
BY HIS OWN DECISIONS, ON THE
BLESSI NG SI DE OF

ABUNDANT BLESSINGS ARE
RECEIVED DURING LIFE ON
EARTH AND REWARDS ARE
RECEIVED AT THE BEMA SEAT IN
HEAVEN AFTER THE RAPTURE.

LLREFUBEESTO STUDY GOD6S WORD
F UILSF IUINNJASWARE OF GODO®&S PLAN,
LIGCENNMGTTERULFI LL GOD6S PURPOSE

FOR LIFE AFTER SALVATION AND
GLORIFY GOD BY WALKING
ACCORDI NG TO GOD6S WORD.
THIS BELIEVER PLACES HIMSELF,
BY HIS OWN DECISIONS, ON THE

gOD6 SDUSGITPICENE SI DE OF GODG6S
JUSTICE.
ABUNDANT DISCIPLINE IS

RECEIVED DURING LIFE ON
EARTH AND LITTLE OR NO
REWARDS ARE RECEIVED AT THE
BEMA SEAT IN HEAVEN AFTER

BOTH THE OBEDIENT AND THE DISOBEDIENT BELIEVER
ARE IN HEAVEN FOR ETERNITY WITH RESURRECTION
BODIES, PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS AND NO OLD SIN
NATURE.

COLOSSIANS 1:27 ...To whom God willed to make known what is the riches
of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the
hope (confidence) of glory.

EPHESIANS 2:10 For we are His (G 0 d) #@kmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for (unto) good works (that is divine good works should result) , which
God prepared beforehand (God provided all the tools), that we should walk in
them.

COLOSSIANS 1:9-12 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we
have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the
knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you
may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects,
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the
attaining of all steadfastness and patience, joyously giving thanks to the
Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.



