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THE SEVEN CHURCHES
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REVELATION 3:7-13

Perfect hymn for this church: “For All the Saints”
OPENING PRAYER

We take a few moments to prepare our souls for the study of God's
Word by shifting our thoughts from the cares of the day to the things of
the Lord and agreeing with God about our sins. Then, I will pray out
loud.

Dear Heavenly Father,

Be with us now as we open Your Word to see what You want us to
learn. We thank You for the things we study and for the teaching
ministry of Your Spirit. May the Holy Spirit take the things we learn
and make them part of the treasure of truth in our souls. We pray in
the name of the Lord of lords and the King of kings, Jesus Christ, our
Savior. Amen.

REVIEW

Review according to the needs of your class.

A. PREVIOUS LESSONS

1. CHAIN OF COMMUNICATION

a. A brief review of the chain of communication is helpful in a
study of the church at Philadelphia. The message is
communicated through different links before it reaches its final
destination. Do you remember who wrote REVELATION and



SEVEN CHURCHES Sixth Church ~ Church at Philadelphia REVELATION 3:7-13 3

how many links are in its communication chain? The answer is
right there in Scripture.

REVELATION 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus
Christ, which God gave Him to show to His
bond-servants, the things which must shortly
take place; and He sent and communicated (here
is our word) it by His angel to His bond-servant,
John.

Display symbols for the chain of communication.

b . And in verse 4, we readé

REVELATION 1:4 John, to the seven churches
that are in Asia. ..

C . We know from previous | essons that t
and complete, so John sends the message not only to seven local
churches, but to all churches of the Church Age, including our
own church and each of us within it.

d. Who is at the end of the chain? --- Believers of the Church Age.
We are the believers of the Church Age if we have trusted Jesus
Christ as Savior.

e. Each link in the chain of communication.

1) God, (the source, the One responsible for the message) gave
the REVELATIONt o ¢é

2) Jesus Christ, (God the Son, the One who owns the message
and is the One being revealed) and He sent the message
t hrougheée

3) His angel, by whom it is communicat

4) John, (abond-ser vant of Jesus Christ) who
command to write it down and sent it

5) The seven churches (which means all churches including
ours) and each individual believer: the final destination of
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the message and the final link in the chain of
communication. We are the final link!

2. REASONS FOR REVIEW

The reason for reviewing the chain of communication is that there
is a distinguishing feature about the church at Philadelphia that
the chain of communication compliments: Philadelphia is a local
church ful fi | Watchgor ¢hes dlitinctiprl as we
study Philadelphia. It is important to note.

B. PREVIOUS CHURCH

1. The meaning of the name of each church pictures something
about the churchdés <character. Sar di
means oOa few escapeod.

2. There were only a ofewd believers
bad reputation with God. Sardis had a worldly reputation of
being a olive wirebo church becau

membership and they participated in activities approved by the
world - not approved by God.

3. Sardis was busy with the wrong things.

PHILIPPIANS 3:18 For many walk (are active), of
whom I often told you, and now tell you even
weeping, that they (believers in Jesus Christ) are
enemies of the cross of Christ.

4. A few members at Sardis Oescapedo
were spiritually lifeless. How? By mot being spiritually
lifeless like the others. A few were | iving in

C. LOCATION OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES

On the large map, go around the irregular circle of seven local
churches again, giving particular attention to Philadelphia s location -
38 miles S.E. of Sardis, far inland. Philadelphia is not a seaport.
Philadelphia has no harbor.
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I. SIXTH CHURCH

A. REPORT CARD

Distribute o0sloppy copyao charts
anything they think appropriate for any chart space knowing they will have
an opportunity to edit their final reports.

B. REVELATION 3:7-13

REVELATION 3:7 8 13 And to the angel (Pastor)

of the church in Philadelphia write: He who is

holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who

opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no

one opens, says t hi s: o | know vyo
Behold, I have put before you an open door,
which no one can shut, because you have a little
power, and have kept My word, and have not
denied My name. Behold, I will cause those of
the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are
Jews, and are not, but lie -- behold, I will make
them to come and bow down at your feet, and to
know that I have loved you. Because you have
kept the word of My perseverance, I also will
keep you from the hour of testing, that hour
which is about to come upon the whole world, to
test those who dwell upon the earth. I am
coming quickly; hold fast what you have, in
order that no one take your crown. He who
overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the
temple of My God, and he will not go out from it
anymore; and I will write upon him the name of
My God, and the name of the city of My God,
the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of
heaven from My God, and My new name. He
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches.

C. WORDS AND PHRASES FROM TEXT
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1. PHILADELPHIA 6 REVELATION 3:7

a . The name oPhil adel phi ao i s mad e
words:0 p hi wheioddh me ans odled \pdnibhsaeang,

Obrothero. Phil adel phia is the Cit
church at Phil adel phia is the <churc

will learn it is the church of the open door as well.)

b. The meaning of the name of each local church tells us something
about its character. We will see ho
tits the church at Philadelphia.

2. HE WHO IS HOLY, HE WHO IS TRUE 6 REVELATION 3:7

a . There is something different abou:
message to Philadelphia. See if we can identify that difference.

Tell students to search for the exact phrase in the first chapter of
REVELATION, but do not leave them searching too long. Again, we we
find the description does not come from the first chapter of Revelation.

b. Christ purposely emphasizes an aspect of His character related
to the character of the church at Philadelphia. The exact phrase
is in REVELATION 6:10

REVELATION 6:10 How long, O Lord, holy and
true, wilt Thou refrain from judging and
avenging our blood on those who dwell on the
earth?

1) OHoly6 comes from a Greek word,
oneo, othe sanctified oneo or 0S¢
osanctified or set aparto unto God.

2) O0Trued means Othe genuine oned, c

c. Christ reminds believers at Philadelphia that He is faithful,
honest and genuine. He i s the oreal
lie. He would not tell a lie even to advance His own cause or to
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ease the blow to someoneds feelings.
is only part of being true. Being true is nobility and honor

resident in the soul. The Lord Jesus Christ is noble, honorable

and true. There is nothing phony about Him.

d. Philadelphia and Sardis are direct opposites. The church at
Sardis had a worldly reputation for being something they were
not (a phony reputation), but Philadelphia is not phony.
Christds description of Himself as the
church of Philadelphia as the genuine article.

e. This is the reason for taking a little more time to study
Philadelphia. Careful study shines light on what a church
should be. What can we learn from the church at
Philadelphia?

1) Philadelphia was walking in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16). This
means they were glorifying God to the maximum (Rom.
8:28; Rom 8:11-13).

2) We might ask ourselves O0Are we wall
we fulfilling Godds pl an, not by wha
all owing Godds work to be manifested
glorify God? If so, then Christ shines through us and we are
the light of the world. Christ will make us what we ought to
be.

HEBREWS 13:20-21 Now the God of
peace...equip you in every good thing to do His
will, working in us that which is pleasing in His
sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be the glory
forever and ever. Amen

WHEN WE WALK IN THE SPIRIT CHRIST SHINES
THROUGH US.

f. Believers at Philadelphia had a reputation (with God) for being
loyal and faithful. They took their character from their Savior.
The best thing to be said about any local Church is that it is
genuine and true:l ioked.hat it is o0Chris

1) Wouldnot it be wonder ful I f God wel
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local church?

2) Wouldndét it be even more wonderf
you as an individual believer? = Churches consist of

i ndi vidual s. Making certain that y
plan begins with you.

3. WHO HAS THE KEY OF DAVID 6 REVELATION 3:7

a . Jesus Chri st ohol ds and keeps o
David.

1) OHolds and keeps on holdingd refl
singul ar ; there is one oOkeyd of [
authority. The one always having possession of the key has
authority to decide how it is used. Jesus Christ is King over
everything. He decides who is responsible for each key. He
is the authority over the key of David.

ISATIAH 22:22 Then I (Jesus Christ) will set the

key (authority-responsibility) of the house of David

on his shoulder (in this case, Eliokim, receiving

authority over the house of David that previously

belonged to someone else), when he opens no one

will shut, When he shuts no one will open

(pi cturing EI' i oki mds God given aut
results ordained by God).

See, also the okeys of death a

nd Hades
of the kingdomo. ( MATTHEW 16: 19

)

2) The k ey of Davi d pictures Godod
blessings. = God, by supreme authority, showered all
categories of blessings upon David. David holds the all time
record for blessings (in every category) in time. Whatever
caused God to bless David so abun
David.

3) David was physically and mentally blessed. David was
blessed with riches and many possessions and servants and
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honor, praise and admiration. David was blessed with good
looks, power, intelligence and authority. He was King of
the greatest and most powerful Kingdom up to that time. In
addition, David was greatly loved. It is hard to think of an
area in which David was not blessed. What is the key to
Daviddos blessings from God?

4) People have a hard time understanding why David was so
richly blessed when David was an adulterer and a
murderer.

b . God authorized the Dblessings becau

and the unbelievable mountain of Doctrine stored in
Davidds soul

1) The years David spent away from his father and mother

medi tating on Godds Word. The year
sheep, storing Godods Word I n hi s S
advance in respect and love for God. Though David was an

I mper fect man, he |l oved Godods Wo r
responded to what he | earned. He was
2)Davi d6és tremendous | ove for God and

key to the blessings God bestowed upon him. Jesus Christ
hol ds the key (the authority) t o Da\
God bestows blessings where He wishes and He wishes to

bestow them upon those who choose to love Him and love
His Word.

4. WHO OPENS AND NO ONE WILL SHUT, AND WHO
SHUTS AND NO ONE OPENS 8 REVELATION 3:7

We cover in more depth the Doctrine of the Open Door when we study the
church at Laodicea . The subject is introduced here.

a. Open doors picture equality of opportunity for blessings.
There are five main points where the doctrine of the open
door applies.
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1) SALVATION - The first open door represents equal
opportunity for salvation available to everyone on earth.

2) FELLOWSHIP - The second open door is the equal
opportunity for every believer to maintain the blessings of
tellowship when sin often breaks fellowship with God.

3) GOD3S WO-RThe third open door is the equal
opportunity for every believer to receive blessings by
studying Gododés Word.

4) AT DEATH - The fourth open door is the equal opportunity
for every believer to receive blessings while facing death.

5) IN ETERNITY - The fifth open door is the equal
opportunity every believer had during life on earth to build
up special blessings, awards or crowns in Eternity.

b. A specific open door .

Christ speaks of a specific open door in REVELATION 3:8. Help students
recognize its connection with the key of David. It is the door of opportunity
for blessing sourced in fellowship with the Holy Spirit.

REVELATION 3:8 Behold, I have put before you
an open door which no one can shut, because
you have a little power and have kept My word,
and have not denied My name.

c. Paraphrase

Look at this spectacular sight. There, right in front of you is an open
door . . . the door was opened in the past and it keeps on standing
open for your potential blessing. Because you recognize the Holy
Spirit is your source of power, you have stepped through the open door
of blessings from taking advantage of the equal opportunity to study
My Word and honor My name.

d. It is the opportunity for believers to study the Bible and
grow in knowledge of Jesus Christ. We have equal
privileges.
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1) We have the indwelling Holy Spirit and our own spiritual ears.

2) We have the ability to be cleansed of our sins and maintain

fellowship so the Holy Spirit can teach us (I JOHN 1:9).

3) We have the finished Canon of Scri|
4) We have local churches and earthly Pastors and teachers.

5) We have books, tapes, schools, radio and T.V. stations.

6) The tools are in place -- all we need to do is walk through the open

door of opportunity for spiritual blessings.

COLOSSIANS 3:1 If (and it is true) you have been
raised up with Christ (you are saved), keep
seeking (studying) the things above, where Christ
is seated at the right hand of God.

7) Scripture tells us the only thing we can legitimately boast about is
our knowledge of God.

JEREMI AH 9:24 0. .. buboast et him who bo
of this, that he understands and knows Me, that o L T

I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness,
justice, and righteousness on earth; for I delight
in these things, 6 declares the Lord.

e. The door is open!

We can wal k through the open door to ¢
and on the other side of that door are tremendous blessings.
As long as believers live on earth, we have the option of
walking through the open door of opportunity. Bible
teaching iIis available and God is poi
shower blessings upon us as our capacity to enjoy them
grows with our knowledge of Him.

5.1 KNOW YOUR DEEDS 6 REVELATION 3:8

Jesus tells believers at Philadelphia that He knows they are
producing divine good works by living in His plan. Their
deeds will survive the fire at the evaluation seat in heaven.

6.l HAVE PUT BEFORE YOU AN OPEN DOOR WHICH NO
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ONE CAN SHUT 6 REVELATION 3:8

When Godds Word repeats a thought
must want His children to pay attention to it. The same things
apply here that applied to the words in verse 7, just one verse
away. God has opened the door of opportunity for blessing and
no one can shut it. The door is wide open. We can only refuse
to walk through.

7. BECAUSE YOU HAVE A LITTLE POWER 6 REVELATION
3:8

Jesus Christ is not telling the believers at Philadelphia they have a
minimum amount of power. This church is doing everything
right. They are operating in the power of the Holy Spirit. They
are in Gododos ©pl an. These belie
operating power . They know t he
them, but they have the greatest power in the universe (the
power of Godds Spirit) at their

8. HAVE KEPT MY WORD 6 REVELATION 3:8

Jesus Christ praises believers at Philadelphia for stepping through
the open door of opportunity to study His Word and receive
blessings. They are keeping His word and they are obedient.

9. HAVE NOT DENIED MY NAME - REVELATION 3:8

a. Believers deny the name of the Lord by not staying in fellowship
( by grieving, quenching or lying to the Holy Spirit. Ephesians
4:30; I Thessalonians 5:19) and by not abiding in His Word, i.e.:
not | iving in Gododés plan for the

I n

ver
re

di s

iro |

b . The Church at Sardis had a reput a

They were exceedingly active, but they were not operating in
the power of the Holy Spirit. Sardis was not genuine. Every
day, by their attitude, they denied the name of the Lord.

c. Believers in the Philadelphia Church werei n Godd6s pl an.

were in fellowship, studying the Bible on a daily basis
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responding to what they learned and growing to maturity.
They did not deny the name of Jesus Christ.

10. FIVE PROMISES TO THE BELIEVER - REVELATION 3:9-
12

a. The first promise is that Christ will cause their enemies to
respect them and make their enemies aware of His love for
them

REVELATION 3:9 I will cause those of the
synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews,
and are not, but lie (enemies of believers) 0 behold I
will make them to come and bow down at your
feet, and to know that I (Jesus Christ) have loved
you.

b. The second promise is that Believers will not go through the
Tribulation

1) Memory Verse

REVELATION 3:10 Because you have kept the
word of my perseverance, I also will keep you
from the hour of testing, that hour which is
about to come upon the whole world, to test
those who dwell upon the earth.

Visuals for use in memorizing are in Appendix.

2) Paraphrase

Those who have kept My Word by trusting Me as Savior, I promise to
deliver from the terrible universal time of trouble that will test the
entire earth and all those comfortably settled down in the devil s
world.

Additional Scripture: Matthew 24:21; I Thessalonians 4:17

c. The third promise is that Christ is coming back quickly -
REVELATION 3:11

Jesus promised to return quickly. Attached to that promise was
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Christodos advice to believers
of their rewards. He was reminding them that His return at the
Rapture and their final evaluation at the end of the Church age
relate (intricately) to each other. It is possible for others to rob
them of rewards at the Bema Seat in heaven by pulling them
away from Godds pl an.

d. The fourth promise is that faithful believers will receive special
recognition in heaven.

REVELATION 3:12 He who overcomes, I will
make him a pillar in the temple of my God, and
he will not go out from it anymore.

A pillar with the faithful bel
will stand forever in heaven. The custom was familiar to
believers at Philadelphia because heroes in ancient Rome were
honored in this way. OHe wi
emphasizes the permanence of the records. The records will
never vanish.

See footnot e, 0The Ryrie Study
p.1899

“Believers will be honored. The promise that believers will be pillars
may allude to the custom in Philadelphia of honoring a magistrate or
philanthropist by placing a great pillar with his name inscribed on it in
one of the temples. Believers will be so honored in the temple of God
and permanently so (‘will not go out from it any more’, v. 12)”.
Revelation, New Edition, Ryrie, Charles C., Moody Press, Chicago,
1996 p.35.

e. The fifth and final promise to the church at Philadelphia
concerns three names

1) REVELATI ON 3:12béand I
him the name of My God.

The name of our God is OFather
Amo) . As members of His f ami

n

W i

ot

ever 0 s

Bi

not

bl e

Son

Yy,

we

a
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MATTHEW 28:19 Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy

Spirit.

2) REVELATION 3:12 - The name of the city of
My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down
out of heaven from My God (will be written on
believers).

The name of the New Jerusalem (not the Millennial Jerusalem) is
written on believers. It means believers have privileges in
eternity connected with the New Jerusalem.

REVELATION 21:10 And he carried me away in
the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and
showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God.

3) REVELATI ON 3 Mk Znéwa natneé (Chr i st 6 s new
name will be written on them.)

We dondt know what Christds new name \
we can be sure it reflects His glory
and He gives it to us. Husbands give their names to their
brides. The Church is the bride of Christ. It is as if Christ is
saying; OHer e s he i s, Fat her . I am
You, My Bri de! | snot she beauti ful ?c«

D. CHARACTER OF THE CITY

1. Built on five hills, Philadelphia is located 38 miles S.E. of Sardis.
Philadelphia is far inland, there is no harbor. It was a city of
less importance than the other six. Philadelphia was famous for
its wines. It had been a wine center during ancient times and
was the center for worship of the wine god, Bacchus (Dionysus).

2. A Roman named Attalus founded the city of Philadelphia.
Attalusd older brother, -MEN&EHenes | I .
loved his brother very much and nick-named him
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oPhil adel phuso6 meaning brotherly I

ov

3. Attalus served as Eumenesd gener a

Eumenes was influenti al i n Ro me
Macedonian monarchy. The Roman leaders became suspicious

of Eumenes because of this victory and sought to dismantle his

power as a king of Persia. They even tried to get Attalus to

betray his brother. We know Attalus did not betray Eumenes,

because the two brothers ruled Pergamum together, and after
Eumeneso6 death in 158 B.C., At t al
carried on the traditions and laws of his brother. He even
married his brotherds widow.

0 S

u .

/
It

4 . Eumenes gave his brother the name
oOhe |l oves his brotherod) because of
and (in Attalusd® honor) named a ¢
the city of obrotherly | oveod).

5. The city of Philadelphia was known for its violent earthquakes
and was finally destroyed by one. Romans rebuilt the city and
named it ONew Caesar 6. Most peopl
because of its magnificent Greek temples.

6. There is a Turkish city in the same location today named
Allishair. 20 years ago, there was still a Greek Orthodox Church
there. At that time, the chief industry was a licorice factory.
There is probably one there today.

II. THE CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA

A. CHARACTER

1. The Church at Philadelphia is distinct from the other churches in
our study (with the exception of Smyrna) and its message is a
bit different. It is one of two churches to receive only praise
from Jesus Christ.

2. While studying the Church at Ephesus, we learned that Jesus
Christ wants us to love Him by choice. He does not desire
robots programmed to love Him without free will. At that time,

e
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we heard one church would best fulfill that condition.
Philadelphia is that church.

3. If we want to know what God expects of a church and of us as
individual believers 6t hi s i s the message to stud
why Philadelphia is the model church.

Help students recall the good things about the church at Philadelphia. Ask

OWhy do you suppose Philadelphia is diff

God had only good things to say about Sm
mo d e | Church?5do Encourage discus¢ Ma
between Smyrna and Philadelphia is minute. Smyrna was doing the right
things, but was their suffering causing their full dependence on God?
Would they have acted the same if they were not being persecuted? We «
donot know for sur e. Phil adel phia st
faithfully I|Iived in Gododés plan and f

was not their lot. They passed the prosperity test. As individuals and as

local churches we should live as God wants regardless of our circumstances.

Suffering is something over which we have no control. We cannot choose to

suffer. Philadelphia is the model church because they faithfully executed

Godods plan under the most difficult test

B. REPORT CARD

Use visuals to help students complete the chart on the Church at
Philadelphia.

1. Name of Church: Philadelphia

2. Number of Church: Church #6

3. Meaning of the Name: ABrotherly | ovebo

4. The Scripture: REVELATION 3:7-13

5. The character ofthecity: t he name ABrotherly | oved
history of the founding of the city.

6. The character of the church: The c¢churchdés name (fABr ot
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and its open door policy portray dominant characteristics of love and
grace. They reflect the character of their Savior.

7. Description of Christ: He who is holy, who is true, who has the key
of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one
opens.

8. Where the description first appeared in REVELATION: Holy and
true is not in first Chapter, but later in book (REVELATION 6:10).
Key of David is in ISAIAH 22:22.

9. What Christ knows because of His omniscience: everything about
them.

a. Good: Christ has nothing but praise for this church.

b. Bad: Zero, Zilch, Nada, Nothing negative is recorded about this
church.

c. Advice: Christ advises them to hold fast to the doctrine they have
learned.

d._Warning: not to let anyone distract them from receiving their crown
at the Bema Seat in heaven.

e._ Promise: to honor them in heaven and give them special recognition
for their faithfulness.

10. He Who Has An Ear: keep on listening to what the Spirit is saying
to you, all the rest of your life on earth.

C. PARAPHRASE

Read paraphrase to class before distributing copies to students.

PARAPHRASE OF THE MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH
AT PHILADELPHIA

To the Pastor of the local Church in Philadelphia, [ command you to
write.
The genuine one, the one who is always faithful, Jesus Christ, says
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these things: “I am the one who has the authority to give blessings.
No one else, neither man nor angel has control over the giving of
blessings. My father authorized Me.”

1 know the good things going on in your soul as a result of the truth
you have stored there. I know you consider my Word to be a treasure
and you are guarding what you have in your soul by building up a
thick wall of more truth to buttress and protect what is already there.

I have provided a marvelous opportunity for you to receive blessings.
As long as you are alive you may study My Word. No one has the
power to stop you, except yourself. Blessings are waiting to be
showered upon you on the basis of your capacity to enjoy them.

You have been true to My name. You have not backed away from
living the spiritual life of the Church Age. You are aware that your
strength comes from the nobility of your own soul as it recognizes your
need to trust Me for everything.

I have many promises for you. Because you have been wise enough to
guard My Word, I promise to guard you from enemies who hate you
and wish to hurt you because of Me. They will know beyond the
shadow of a doubt that I love you.

1 promise I will keep you out of the terrible trouble that is about to
come upon all the people of the world (a reference to the Tribulation)
to test those who have chosen Satan and settled down comfortably
upon the earth .

I will come back suddenly. I advise you to cling to the truth of My
sudden return, so that no one will be able to rob you of your reward in
Heaven.

I promise permanent strength and ability to the victorious believer
throughout eternity. All believers will belong to Me, forever.

Continue to listen to the Holy Spirit, allow Him to be your teacher
until I come back for you”.

~

Distribute copies of the paraphrase to each student. Point out where
the paraphrase answers each portion of the chart.

D. FINAL REPORT

Distribute clean report cards to students. Allow time for students to
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transfer final reports to clean charts.

CLOSING PRAYER

Dear heavenly Father, Thank You for the wonderful report of this special
church of oBrotherly Loveo. Thank
know Your plan for a church as well as Your will and plan for our lives.
May we remain in Your plan so that we will not be ashamed when our

You

deeds are evaluated at t he Bema Seat i

pray. Amen.



