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And His head and His hair
were white like white wool,
like snow; and His eyes were
like a flame of fire, and His feet
were like burnished bronze,
when it has been caused to
glow in a furnace, and His
voice was like the sound of
many waters. And in His right
hand He held seven stars; and
out of His mouth came a sharp
two-edged sword; and His face
was like the sun shining in its
strength.

REVELATION 1:14i 16

This is the ancient of days, the eternal One who
sees everything, knows everything and evaluates
everything. He is the Supreme judge who has
taken the pronounced judgment upon Himself. He
IS personally involved with His people, He loves
them, protects them and teaches them. He is per-
fectly able and worthy of accomplishing every-
thing because He is the Eternal Creator, Re-

deemer, Prophet, Priest, Judge, King da@d.
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PORTRAIT OF GLORY

SEVEN-FOLD DESCRIPTION; CONCLUSIONS

REVELATION 1:14-16

OPENING PRAYER

We take a few moments to confess our sins to God, the Father, if nece \ NN
to guarantee the filling of the Holy Spirit as we study. | will open witl \
public prayer.

Dear Heavenly Father, again, we thank You for the tremendous truth in
Your Word. We thank You for such wonderful grace that You love us in
spite of what we are and that love gives us hope and makes it possible for us
to have eternal life. Teach us now from Your Word. We pray in the name
of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Savior. Amen.

We are ready to consider an important portion of Scripture
consisting of three potent Bible verses. We call this...

I. THE PORTRAIT OF GLORY

There are seven physical characteristics named in the Glory Portrait. Look
at REVELATION 1:14 and follow in your own Bible.

REVELATION 1:14616 And His head and His
hair were white like white wool, like snow; and
His eyes were like a flame of fire, and His feet
were like burnished bronze, when it has been
caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice was
like the sound of many waters. And in His right
hand He held seven stars; and out of His mouth
came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was
like the sun shining in its strength.

A. SEVEN-FOLD DESCRIPTION

If you were warned ahead of time you would be stranded on a desert
island without a Bible, you would be wise to memorize these verses
and say them repeatedly to remind yourself of the wonders of Jesus
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Christ: who He is and what He has done for you.

This description lists only physical characteristics: His hair, His eyes,
His mouth, His voice, His right hand, His feet and His face. However,
the physical aspects teach deeper truth, as we will discover. Each
symbolizes characteristics or perfections of God.

Follow the verses in REVELATION 1:14-16 as the full portrait comes
into view. Look at this glorious portrait one phrase at a time.

1. CLASS ACTIVITY
Class Activity materials are i n Teach

Class Activity is a twepage spread of symbols accompanied by a page of

| abel s representing Godds ten charact e
characteristics or aspects of Godos es
characteristics as they are recognized. The essence of anything is what it is
Godos essence S made wup of ten di s
Righteousness, Justice, Love, Eternal Life, Omniscience, Omnipresence,
Omnipotence, Immutability and Veracity.

Ol der students may use the first | ette
which characteristics are represented by each physical aspect. Students may

have a list available to help them remember all ten characteristics. Advise
students to |isten carefully to the p
because Portrait symbols speak of more than one characteristic.

If students are unfamiliar with the essence of God, give the short definition

of each. Explain that all relate to ea
is immutable, truthful, all powerful, knows everything, is everywhere, is

just, eternal, righteous and will rule completely.

At t he end of t he presentation of t he
should be sure students recognize the emphasis on judgment.

A justice label should be under every portrait symbol.

PRESENTATION
OF
THE SEVEN-FOLD PORTRAIT OF GLORY
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I.
HIS HEAD AND HAIR
REVELATION 1:14a And His head and His hair were white
|l i ke white wool |, |l i ke snowé
An interesting aside here for teacher ds

ohairo according to an authority 5r e ¢
hair described here is a full, luxurious heaghurt hair. Jesus Christ did Nb""@,
not have long, feminine hair. Long hair is a symbol of rebellion. Jesus Cf ¢

was never rebellious.

a. Hair is on the top of the head. The head symbolizes authority. This
One is Sovereign of the universe and judge over all. God the Father
has committed all judgment to God the Son.

Turn to the book of JOHN.

JOHN 5:22 For not even the Father judges
anyone, but He has given all judgment to the
Son.

b. His hair is solid white. White represents righteousness.The highest authority

is also pure righteousnessGold (meaning divine) and white (meaning purity) are

the colors of heaven. There is plenty of gt
pure white joins the pure gold. The white hair does not mean this is an old man.

Jesus Christ remains around 33 years of age, forever. His white hair symbolizes

wisdom and is white because of the shock of bearing our sins.

c. Wool pictures eternal wisdomThe glory of youth lies in its strength. The glory
of old age lies in wisdom and experience. This person is ageless. He is eternal
Life, wisdomand dignity. It speaks of the glory Christ had with the Father before
the world began.

In the early days of our country (and still today in some places), judg
wore white wigs as the emblem of their role as mature, wise judges. ;

This is a description of the Ancient of Days spoken of in
DANIEL.

DANIEL 79 I kept looking until thrones were
set up, and the Ancient of Days (Jesus Chrittook
His seat; His vesture was like white snow, and
the hair of His head like pure wool.
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d. White snow pictures the unstained purity of fresh fallen snow before it has been
touched It points not only to freedom from sin, but places an emphasis on the
pure righteousnes®f One who always can be trusted to carry out the right action.
The One spoken of here always was and always will be perfect.

Characteristics reflected by white hair like wool: Sovereign, Justice,

Righteousness, Eternal Life, Omniscience, Veracity.

WHITE HAIR LIKE WOOL AND SNOW PICTURES THE
ABSOLUTE RIGHTEOUSNESS, WISDOM LOVE, AND GLORY

BELONGING TO JESUS CHRIST,
THE PERFECT JUDGE.

2.
HIS EYES

REVELATION 1:14b His eyes were like a
flame of fire.

Display symbol for eyes like a flame of fire.

a. The penetrating, fire-blazingeyesof Jesus Chri st ar e
time. He knowseverythingwe do, say and think (He even knows what you did last
night). Today, His eyes are carefully inspecting every local church and each
individual believer. Believers do not need to be concerned about the judgment of
a pastor. Believers do not need to worry about the opinions of other believers,
their friends or any central organization. The Lord Jesus Christ is the one doing the
inspecting and judging

WE NEED NOT WORRY ABOUT WHAT OTHER PEOPLE THINK
ABOUT US, BUT WE SHOULD BE VITALLY CONCERNED
ABOUT
WHAT THE LORD KNOWS ABOUT US.

Direct everyone to turn to | CORINTHIANS, Chapter 4.

I CORINTHIANS 4:3, 4 But to me it is a very
small thing that I should be examined (judged by
you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even
examine (evaluat¢ myself. I am conscious of
nothing against myself, yet I am not by this

wat chir
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acquitted; but the One who examines me (for the
purpose of evaluatingds the Lord.

b. Connecting the phrase Ali ke a Fl ame of fi
the aspect of judgment There is no literal fire in the eyes of our Lord, but Jesus

Christ judges with unchanging fairnesbecause He sees everything and knows

everything.

c. The omniscienteyes of Jesus Christ burn and pierce into the soul so that guilty

ones know He sees their guilt. (é Hi
denial at the crucifixion. Oh, Peter knew! LUKE 22:56-61.)
d. His eyes not only show tenderness in sympathy and love (read,
MARK 10:21), but often flash in righteous indignation. Daniel
describes His eyes.
DANIEL 10:6 His eyes like flaming torchesé
e. Anyone who has looked into the eyes of Jesus is changed, forever. His
penetrating gaze can never be forgotten. Many times, we read that His piercing
eyes swept over the multitude around Him. (MARK 3:34; 10:23; 11:11) | am
sure those eyes did not miss a single detail.
f. Scripture teaches that fire evaluates t he
Heaven. 't i s possible one gl jadygmeat f -~ > “hr i ¢
fret hat burns up the wood, hay and s ¢ -3’ b

Symbols for the fire of judgment at the Evaluation Seat may be displayec

I CORI NTHI ANS 3: 13 Each
become evident; for the day will show it,
because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire
ltself will test the quality of each

EYES LIKE A FLAME OF FIRE PICTURE
JESUS CHRIST AS THE ALL SEEING, ALL KNOWING JUDGE,
THE ONE WHO EVALUATES BELI EVERSGO MOTI VES,

Symbols of Gododéds characterist.i
Immutability, Love.

3.
HIS FEET
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REVELATI ON 1: 15 éand His feet

burnished bronze, when it has been caused
to glow in a furnaceé

Display symbol for the feet like burnished bronze.

a. Feet are symbols for judgmentas when feet stomp on grapes to crush out the
juice. In the same way, judgment crushes sin. But these feet picture more than
jludgment. Do we see the evidence of nail prints in these feet? Motivated by love,
the owner of these feet bore our sins in His own body.

b. Burnished bronze. Although feet picture applied judgment these feet are
described as being burnished themselves. Burnished bronze is metal that has been
heated to a glow in a furnace and vigorously rubbed to a mirror-like shine. These
feet have come through the red hot fire themselves, and (as pictured by the
vigorous rubbing) have borne additional torment.

THE FEET OF BURNISHED BRONZE PICTURE THE

RIGHTEOUSJUDGESUFFERI NG THE FI RE OF JUDGM

IN OUR PLACE.

The Divine characteristics reflected by the feet are love and
justice.

Direct students to note carefully the symbol for the feet of burnished bronze.
Be sure they notice the nail holes.

c. These are not the feet of an ordinary judge. They belong to the Divine
Righteous, Judge who voluntarily allowed Himself to be nailed to the
cross, He suffered the penalty for our sins, not His own.

4.
HIS VOICE

REVELATION 1:15 His voice was like the sound
of many waters.

a. The same words describe the voice of God in the book of EZEKIEL.

EZEKIEL 43:2 éand behol d, t he
God of Israel was coming from the way of the

east. And His voice was like the sound of many

waters, and the earth shone with His glory.
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b. The voice that previously sounded like the blast of a war trumpet is, now, like
the sound of many waters. It remains overwhelming. If you have heard the sound
of a majestic waterfall, such as Niagra Falls, you know how awesome that is. It is
not the sound of a leaky faucet.

c. Itis the voice that called the universe into being and commanded Lazarusto
come forth from the grave when his body had already begun to decay.

d. Itisthevoicet hat wi | | someday <call al | beli evers
voice of authority.

e. Water has many different voices. In contrast to the thundering sound of a
rushing waterfall there is also the comforting sound of a tiny pond stirred only by a
gentle breeze.

WATER ALSO SYMBOLIZES CLEANSING AND PURIFYING.

f. Power cleaners use the force of water to remove dirt. The water of the Word of
God judgesand purifies. The Bible is the written Word of God. Christ is the living
Word of God.

g. Some have said I JOHN 1:9 is a license to sin, but nothing could be further
from the truth. Anyone who treats it with that arrogant attitude is not fulfilling the
intent. It requires an attitude of abject humility. Purifying water speaks of believers
made pure by God as they admit their sins on a regular basis and obey what they

l earn from Godds Word.

IJOHN19Ifwe( bel i ever s, coffbedsd 6 s ¢
(admit) our sins, He (God, the Father)s faithful
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse (purify) us from all unrighteousness

(wrongdoing.

I JOHN 1:9 IS NOT A LICENSE TO SIN,
BUTAPERMITFORGOD6O S | MPERFECNT@HI LDRE
PRACTICE THE SPIRITUAL LIFE OF THE CHURCH AGE. IT
PROVIDES SINNERS WITH THE FREEDOM AND ABILITY TO
SERVE THEIR SAVIOR.
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PERMIT TO PRACTICE

I JOHN 1:9

Card holder's name:

LI [N AR VI NN ) [ I I R S ] [ 2 B S O LY ou vy vvlll One

ADepart from Me! o

MATTHEW 25:41 Then He will also say to those
on Hi s Ddpatffrom Me) accursed ones, into
the eternal fire which has been prepared for the
devil and his angel s. 0

THE VOICE LIKE THE SOUND OF MANY WATERS
PICTURES SUPREME AUTHORITY,
POWER AND
THE ABILITY TO JUDGE, CLEANSE, PURIFY AND COMFORT.

Characteristics pictured by the voice are Omnipotence, Justice, and
Sovereignty.

5.
HIS HAND

REVELATION 1:16 And in His right hand
He hel d seven starsé

a. The hand belongs to Jesus Christ. It is specifically the right hand of Jesus Christ:
the hand of authority and the place of honor.

EPHESIANS 1:20 Which He brought about in
Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and
seated Him at His (Go d &ight hand in the
heavenly places.

b. Jesus holds the stars in His right hand. Holding signifies safety, security, love,
faithfulness and ownership. Possession or ownership carries with it the right to
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judge.

Characteristics reflected by the right hand holding the stars are Sovereignty,
Justice, Immutability, Love and Omnipotence.

JOHN 10:29 My Father who has given them to
Me, is greater than all and no one is able to
snatch them out of the Fath

The Creator-Owner has the right and authority to judge.

BELIEVERS HAVE BEEN BOUGHT
WITH A PRICE. THE PRICE WAS PAID BY JESUS CHRIST.
BELIEVERS BELONG TO JESUS.

NOTHING CAN CHANGE THAT.

This is an excellent place to si

I CORINTHIANS 6:20 For you have been
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in
your body. (Also, I CORINTHIANS 7:23)

c. i Ho | dspeaksmpiithe eternal security of believers because the One who holds
them will not let them fall out of His all powerful hand. Jesus Christ owns and
controlsthe universe and everything in it. He is not about to release His hold on
those who belong to Him.

d.Jesusholdsseven stars in His right hand. The nu
compl et eo. Christ holds His ddful | and compl
authority.

e. Thestawoormeanis fimessengerso. So does the wo

words are sometimes translated fimessenger so.

f. REVELATION 1:20 explains that the seven stars are the angels (from the Greek
word, ANGELLOSpf t he seven churches. The word Aat
messenger. True believers are messengers from God to the world.

REVELATION 1:20 As for the mystery of the
seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and
the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are
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the angels (messengey®f the seven churches, and
the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

LUKE 9:52 And He sent messengers (angellospn
ahead of Him. And they went, and entered a
village of the Samaritans, to make arrangements
for Him.

Amessengerso, al so. Believers
bought them and to whom they belong. Jesus loves thenpholds them firmly,

watches over them, evaluateghem and protects them from harm.

The wor d A MEYELATIQNepassgo, speaks to Behieger-
Pastors, but includes all believers in the Church Age because they are His

ar e

HOLDING SEVEN STARS IN THE RIGHT HAND PICTURES

OWNERSHIP AND RESPONSIBILITY. IT SPEAKS OF THE

ONE WHO ALWAYS LOVES, PROTECTS AND YET MUST
EVALUATE BELIEVERS OF THE CHURCH AGE.

REVELATION is NOT a Mysteryi TEACHERG S ( THE PAST

hel d

Symbols for the hand: Sovereign, Immutable, Omnipotent, Justice, Love.

6.
HIS MOUTH

REVELATI ON 1:16 eand
came asharptwo -edged swor dé

Call attention to the symbol for the sharp t&dged sword coming from His

mouth. There is little doubt about the symbolism here. Scripture often refers
to the double edged sword as the Word of Gbis. is the Romphaia, the
sword of judgment.

a. Out of the mouth of Jesus comes the absolute truthof His Word, which

executes perfect judgmentnd never changes

ISAIAH 11:4b And He will strike the earth with
the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His
lips He will slay the wicked.

EPHESIANS 6:17 And take the helmet of
SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which
is the Word of God.

S e
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b. As believers we had better pay 2attoe

upon which our works are evaluated. Jesus speaks to us through the Bible and He
judges us today by the truth in His Word.

HEBREWS 4:12 For the word of God is living
(alive) and active (powerfu), sharper than any two-
edged sword, and piercing as far as the division
the soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow
and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of
the heart (the motives behind our actigns

c. His Word is powerful and true. It is two sided. His Word is able to cut off the

sin from the man or cut off the man in His s
concerning sin as Gododos Word directs, after
of fo by taking him to Heaven in the sin unt

REVELATION 19:12-15 is helpful for further study. The sword is
mentioned six times in the book of REVELATION: REVELATION 1:16°
2:12, 16; 6:8; 19:15, 21

d. The sharp, two-edged sword coming from the mouth of Jesus Christ speaks of
the unchangeable Word of Truth by which all things are judged.

THE SAME SWORD OF JUDGMENT COMES OUT OF
THE MOUTH OF JESUS AT THE END OF TIME.
JESUS CHRIST SPEAKS ONE WORD AND
HIS ENEMIES ARE DESTROYED.

Symbols for His mouth: Veracity, Justice, Immutability, Omnipotence.

7.
HIS FACE

Display the symbol for His face. For the final, physical symbol, ask stude
to look at Verse 16.

REVELATION 1:16 His face was like the sun
shining in its strength.

a. His face was like the sun. Our human eyes cannot look directly at the sun.

Can you imagine how much brighter is the face of the One who created the sun?
The brightness pictures the unveiling of all the glory and perfectiorof His
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resurrection body. The face of Jesus Christ has been described as shining like the
sun before. Perhaps John is remembering his experience on the mount of
transfiguration.

MATTHEW 17:2 And He was transfigured
before them and His face shone like the sun, and
his garments became as white as light.

b. His face is not like the sun covered with clouds on a hazy day. It gives off the
same dazzling, white luster that stunned and blinded Paul on the road to
Damascus. The absolute purity of Spiritual truth is too bright for human eyes.

c. It is the face of the Son of RighteousnessJesus Christ is the brightness of His
Fat herds gl ory. Hi s glory causes us to se
our guilt. He is our righteous judge

I TIMOTHY 6:16 Who alone possesses
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light:
whom no man has seen or can see.

I JOHN 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of
God, and it has not appeared as yet what we
shall be. We know that, when He appears, we
shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just
as He is.

d. The face shining like the sun pictures the white purity of the righteousnes®f
God who must judge all unrighteousness

e. To look directly into the glorified face of Jesus Christ with our physical eyes
would be like gazing straight into the most brilliant noon day sun or being struck
directly in the pupil of the eye with a sudden flash of lightning. Resurrection eyes
will be able to stand the glory, but it is far too bright for mortal eyes.

Righteousness and Justice are the dominant characteristics reflected by

Christds face oshining as the suno.
There are 7 parts to this description.
and completed. This is our oful]l and c

Christ. It might require extra digging to extract all the treasure, but it is
available.
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B. CONCLUSIONS

This completes the description of Jesus Christ in His incomparable Glory. His
Portrait of Glory has seven aspects. It is the full and complete, symbolic

description of the Lord Jesus Christ. When John first saw Jesus, he fainted, but
Jesus revived him by reminding him that he is the first and last and is the never
changing One. These words comfort John. John remembers that the Sovereign,
Righteous, Just, Loving, Omniscient, Omnipresent, Omnipotent, True and
Unchangeable Jesus Christ alwaysacts _hi s (Johnés) favor.
Read REVELATION 1:1416 again and consider what has been covered.

1. MEMORY VERSE

REVELATION 1:14 6 16 And His head and His
hair were white like wool, like snow; and His
eyes were like a flame of fire; and His feet were
like burnished bronze, when it has been caused
to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the
sound of many waters. And in His right hand
He held seven stars; and out of His mouth came
a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like
the sun shining in its strength.

2. PARAPHRASE
Taking the physical aspects in order of their appearance and considering
what we have learned, wvean knowt he f ol | owi ngé

This is the ancient of days, the eternal One who sees everything, knows everything
and evaluates everything. He is the Supreme judge who has taken the pronounced
judgment upon Himself. He is personally involved with His people, He loves them,
protects them and teaches them. He is perfectly able and worthy of accomplishing
everything because He is the Eternal Creator, Redeemer, Prophet, Priest, Judge,
King and God.

3. CLASS ACTIVITY

Go over the Glorious Portrait again, considering each point on the Activi
page. Explain that every part of the se¥eld physical description
emphasizes Jesus Christ as Supreme Judge. Judgment dominates. Be sure
points are proven logically and scripturally.
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Additional Scripture; ISAIAH 53; Il CORINTHIANS 5:21; TITUS 3:5

Direct studentds attention to the comp
the central interest and importance of the feet of burnished bronze in the
description. Concentrate on this symbol.

The feet picture judgment. These are the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ. He

has the power and the right to judge. He owns that right as Creator. He

earned that right as Redeemer.

4. GOSPEL

a. The feet are fiburnished bronze. o Wh a t
things? Burnished things have passed through intensive heat and have been rubbed

to a fine polish while still hot. The Judge passed through the fire of judgment for

us. He took our place and paid for our sins. When we, by faith, trust Him as

Savior, we receive the gift offered by the Judge and our salvation is secure.

b. The fact that the Divine Judge has taken the punishment Himself is an
unbelievable truth of primary importance. We need to have that truth indelibly
etched upon our souls so we can be comfortable in its truth, forever. It cannot be
emphasized enough.

Be sure you have students full attention. Ask them to listen, carefully, to
what you say.
BURNISHED BRONZE FEET HAVE BEEN THROUGH THE
JUDGMENT, THEMSELVES.THEY PICTURE A JUDGE WHO
PRONOUNCES FAIR AND IMPARTIAL JUDGMENT AGAINST
HORRI BLE CRI MI NALS (WRETCHES LI KE ME, GO
FOR WRETCHES, YOU KNOW?) e THAKETMROCEEDS T«
PUNISHMENT HIMSELF.. .AS THEIR SUBSTITUTE HAVE YOU EVER
HEARD OF A JUDGE WHO WOULD DO THAT?

THE FEET OF BURNISHED BRONZE
PICTURE THE
RIGHTEOUS JUDGE SUFFERING THE FIRE
OF JUDGMENTEé
IN OUR PLACE.

SONG: To God Be the Gloryd p. 449,
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Fait h. OR; oONow | Belong To
CLOSING PRAYER

Thank you, Heavenly Father for sending your Son to take our judgmec...

upon Hi msel f. I n Jesus0d name, we_ Dray,
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