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REVELATION 11:1-2 
 

I. TRUMPETS PAUSE II 

 
A. THIRD SUBJECT 

1. JOHN MEASURING THE TEMPLE 

2. WORDS AND PHRASES FROM REVELATION 11:1-2 

a. Measuring rod “like” a staff 

b. Measure the temple of God, and the altar, and those who    

worship in it  

c. And leave out the court which is outside the temple, and  

do not measure it 

d. given to the nations 

e. they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two  

months. 

3. SUMMARY 

 

B. SEVEN TEMPLES 
1. SOLOMON’S 

2. ZERUBBABEL’S 

3. HEROD’S 

4. TRIBULATION 

5. MILLENNIAL 

6. IN HEAVEN 

7. PRESENT TEMPLE 
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REVELATION 11:1, 2  
 PAUSE IN THE TRUMPETS II 

Third Subject ~ Seven Temples  
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

As God’s children, we have the option of naming our sins to God and 
therefore, being in fellowship with Him as we study. Let us take a few 
moments to prepare our souls.  Then I will pray out loud. 
 

We pray, Father, that Your Spirit will teach and guide us into all truth as we 
look into Your Word.  We pray, Father that our motive always will be to 
search for Your meaning in Your Word. Thank You, God, for young people 
who want to study and learn more about You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 

REVIEW 
 
 

VOCABULARY -SUMMARY 
 

 

Review  combines the Vocabulary and the Summary. Three important phrases 
are defined. The first is a coined phrase original to this series. The other two 
phrases are from Scripture in Chapter 10.  
 

Allow discussion and be sure students understand the phrases before they 
record the definitions. 

 

1. “PAUSES THAT REFRESH” 
 

The  phrase ñpauses that refreshò (not a Scriptural term) describes the 

nature of the interludes between the sixth and seventh  in each of  three 

sets of Tribulation  judgments. Regularity of the interludes is consistent 

with the precision of the book of Revelation. All three pauses contain 

encouraging words and provide refreshing relief for the believer. 
  
2. “EATING THE LITTLE BOOK” OR OPEN SCROLL 
 

The phrase from REVELATION 10:9 “Eating the little book” pictures 
studying (“feeding on”) God’s Word. 
 

3. “SWEET IN THE MOUTH, BUT BITTER IN THE STOMACH”  
 

In the preceding lesson, John ate a little book that tasted sweet, but became 
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bitter in his stomach after he swallowed it. The book pictures the Word of 
God. The truth from God’s Word was sweet at first, but when John realized 
the fate of those who reject God’s Word, the words became bitter to his 
stomach. 
 

4. CHAPTER DIVISION INFORMATION 
 

The final verse in the 10th Chapter goes with Chapter 11. 
 

REVELATION 10:11 And they said to me, òYou 
must prophesy again (resume teaching) concerning 
(against) many peoples and nations and tongues 
and kings.ó  

 

An additional reason for the scroll’s bitter aftertaste is that John has the 
undesirable task of predicting judgment on many people of different 
languages and nationalities.  
 

Information from the little book, particularly the portion concerning the 
future of the nations, is to be the subject of John’s new teaching, i.e.: 
additional prophecy contained in the book of Revelation. Some people study 
only prophecy and neglect other portions of Scripture. Over emphasis on 
prophecy is misguided, but knowledge of prophecy is necessary for a well-
rounded understanding of God’s Word.  In Chapter 11, John, according to 
instructions, begins teaching prophecy again. 
 

I. PAUSE IN THE TRUMPETS  II 
 

 

The trumpetsô pause began in Chapter 10, with an angel carrying an 

open scroll. The eleventh chapter of Revelation begins with the word 

ñandò signifying there is no need for a break between the two chapters.  

The pause between the sixth and seventh trumpets continues. Chapter 

11 is a prophetic Chapter. John  obeys his instructions to resume 

teaching  about the future (ñYou must prophecy again...ò, Chapter 

10:11).    

 

A. THIRD SUBJECT 
 

 

1. JOHN MEASURING THE TEMPLE 
 

REVELATION 11:1-2 And there was given me 
(John) a measuring rod like a staff; and someone 
said, òRise and measure (evaluate) the temple of 
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God, and the altar, and those who worship in it. 
And leave out the court which is outside the 
temple, and do not measure it, for it has been 
given to the nations (Gentiles); and they will 
tread under foot the holy city for forty-two 
months. 

 
 

 

2. WORDS AND PHRASES FROM TEXT 
  

a. Measuring rod “like” a staff. 
 

Passages in EZEKIEL 40:3 and 5, ZECHARIAH 2:1, 2 and 

REVELATION 21:15 speak of a line or rod used for measuring. The 

rod in REVELATION 11  is ñlikeò a staff.  Think back to the picture 

frames we used to compare two items.  A rod ñlikeò a staff  pictures 

evaluation and judgment, because the shepherd uses his staff to count 

his sheep and keep them on the right track. A measuring rod ñlikeò a 

staff  implies evaluating the temple to see if it is fulfilling Godôs 

purpose. John is ñacting outò a Bible lesson for God. 
 

b. Measure the temple of God, and the altar, and those who 

worship in it.   
 

 JOHN ACTS OUT A VISUAL AID FOR GOD. 
 

Because of the treaty with the Gentile political leader (Antichrist), the 

Jews have returned to a form of worship used in ancient Israel, but 

God is saying ñI want everyone to see that the temple built in the 

Tribulation does not measure up to My standard.ò  God already knows 

it has no value, but He wants its worthless qualities publicly 

demonstrated and proclaimed. 
 

c. And leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not 

measure it. 
 

1) ñDo not waste your time measuring the outer court of the Gentiles.ò 

God tells John  ñThere is  no need to evaluate the outer court to 

demonstrate pagan worship is practiced there.ò Gentiles have 

controlled the outer court during the first half of the Tribulation. 

Everyone knows it. 
 

2) The temple referred to in our passage is the place of worship during 

the Tribulation, the last seven years of the Jewish Age. Worship in this 

temple should, at least, follow Godôs order for the Jewish dispensation, 

but it doesnôt.  Gentile control during a Jewish Age widely broadcasts 
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and proves the illegitimacy of the Tribulation temple. The temple and 

its entire worship system is worthless and God wants that universally 

proclaimed. 
 

d. Given to the nations. 
 

1) ñGiven to the nationsò emphasizes Gentile control of the entire 

temple. 144,000 Jewish witnesses plus other mature believers 

(converted during the first half of the Tribulation) flee Jerusalem in the 

middle of the Tribulation, leaving only unbelievers and believers 

negative to Bible truth. (MATTHEW 24:15-20) Only truth rejecters 

remain in the city. They control everything. Those still worshipping in 

the temple embrace a false, satanic, religion, agreed upon with 

Antichrist.  Antichrist demands worship of himself as God. 
 

2) Antichrist encourages a system of ritual and ceremony. There is no 

reality to this worship and Israel is in the worst spiritual condition 

ever.   
 

3) Jews in Jerusalem and those worshipping in the temple are immoral, 

degenerate, idolatrous and demon possessed. Interest in anything 

concerning God is completely lacking. The whole temple is corrupt. 
 

e. …and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two 

months. 
 

Gentiles control the Temple and the city of Jerusalem for ñforty two 

monthsò which is precisely three and a half years. The Tribulation 

Temple is under full direction of Antichrist for the last half of the 

Tribulation. 
 

THE TRIBULATION TEMPLE IS THE WORST TEMPLE OF ALL.  

IT IS SATANôS COUNTERFEIT. 
 

 

3. SUMMARY 
 

The purpose of the temple was to be the home for the Shekinah Glory  

(the earthly presence of God) and the place for God to meet with His 

people so they could worship Him. Since Titus, the Roman, destroyed 

the temple in 70 A. D., the Jews have had no temple.  
 
 

 The Tribulation temple will be constructed by a Gentile with the 

cooperation of apostate Jews led by the False Prophet. When 

Antichrist turns on the Jews in the middle of the Tribulation, sets up 

the idol of himself (the abomination of desolation), and strong 
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believers leave Jerusalem, God rejecters, under the leadership of 

Antichrist, control the temple. The purpose of the temple is to house 

the Shekinah glory, which represents the visible manifestation of God 

on earth. It is easy to think of the Shekinah glory as the presence of 

God. Though God is everywhere, He wanted a specific locality to meet 

with His people and have them recognize His earthly residence.  

ñShekinahò is a Hebrew term (never used in Scripture) meaning ñhe 

caused to dwellò.  The Shekinah glory is what God looked like to 

human beings before they met Jesus Christ in person. When John 

measures the Tribulation temple it is found to be totally worthless. 

There is no Shekinah glory in residence. 
   

Seven distinct temples are mentioned in Scripture.  A booklet “ The Kregel 
Pictorial Guide to the Temple”, Dr.  Tom Dowley, editor,  published by 
Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids, Michigan is recommended for further 
study. Another excellent source is Chapter 10 “The Temple in Jerusalem” 
from “A Road Map to the Future” by P. Frederick Fogle, published by 
Xulon Press. 
  

The tabernacle was the forerunner of the temple. It was designed to 

serve as the dwelling place for the Shekinah Glory and as the specific 

place for Godôs people to meet where they might worship Him. The 

tabernacle was the travelling temple or the means of transporting the 

pieces of the temple until establishment of a permanent temple site .  
 
 
 

B. SEVEN TEMPLES 
 

 

1. SOLOMON’S TEMPLE 
 

Display symbol for Solomon’s Temple. 
 

I KINGS 6:2 As for the house which King 
Solomon built for the Lord, its length was sixty 
cubits and its width twenty cubits and its height 
thirty cubits. 

 

Solomonôs was earthôs first temple and was the most elaborate  of all. 

Built in 967 B.C. (I KINGS 6-7) by King Davidôs (and Bathshebaôs), 

son Solomon, it was dedicated by Solomon (I KINGS 8:1) to the 

glory of God and lasted nearly 400 years.  It contained no outer court. 

It was indwelt by the Shekinah Glory until Ezekiel prophesied 

concerning the coming judgment on Israelôs Southern Kingdom, then 

the Shekinah Glory departed. (EZEKIEL 9 - 11) It was destroyed in 
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583 B.C. by the Babylonian King, Nebuchadnezzar (II KINGS 24 

and 25). 
 

Make note of the reluctance of the Shekinah glory to depart. Explain 

how sad that is. No one cared. 
 

2. ZERUBBABEL’S TEMPLE 
Display symbol for Zerubbabel’s Temple. 
 

EZRA 6:15-18  And this temple was completed 
on the third day of the month Adar (March, 516 
B.C. ); it was  the sixth year of the reign of King 
Darius. 

 

Zerubbabelôs temple was built in 516 B.C. (EZRA 6:1-22) on the 

same basic site as Solomonôs, but on a smaller scale. Built under the 

direction of Zerubbabel, Davidôs descendant (I CHRONICLES 3:19; 

EZRA 3), after the return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity.  It 

had no outer court, was initially indwelt by the Shekinah Glory and 

lasted about 500 years. It was dishonored and destroyed by the Greek 

leader, Antiochus Epiphanes in 168 B.C. (Danielôs prophecy 

concerning Antiochus Epiphanes foreshadows the great ñman of 

perditionò Antichrist (DANIEL 8:10, 11). Antiochus defiled this 

temple by demanding pigs be sacrificed and forcing Jews to eat pork, 

an abomination to Jewish people. 
 

3. HEROD’S TEMPLE 
 

Display the symbol for Herod’s Temple. 
 

In the first century B.C. a Gentile ruler, Herod the Great, as regent of 

Jerusalem under Roman rule, built this temple.  Attempting to please 

the Jews, he greatly enhanced what was left of the temple destroyed by 

Antiochus.  It was an on-going project that took 46 years.  The temple 

lasted 85 years and was in existence while Christ was on earth.  

(JOHN 2:19) It had an outer court.  It was not indwelt by the 

Shekinah Glory and was an illegitimate temple under Gentile control.  

In 70 A.D., 25 years before John recorded the book of REVELATION, 

the Roman Emperor, Titus, marched on Jerusalem and destroyed this  

temple.  The Jews have had no temple since. Today, a Muslim shrine 

rests on or very near the temple site. Though in ruins, the west wall of 

this temple still stands today and is called the ñwailing wallò.  Jews are 

drawn there to pray for fellow Jews, Jerusalem and the rebuilding of 

the temple. 
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Herodôs Temple is the temple cleansed by our Lord. Christ on two 

separate occasions.  (At the beginning of His public ministry and again 

during the last week of His life.) MATTHEW 21:12-16; MARK 

11:15-18; LUKE 19:45-46).  At one cleansing, Jesus drove out cattle 

and called the Temple ña den of robbersò.  Later, our Lord drove out 

traders and called the temple a ñhouse of merchandiseò. Thus, He 

opened and closed His public ministry by cleansing the Temple. 
  
These three are historical temples. According to Scripture, two more 

temples will yet be constructed on earth: the Tribulation temple (the 

one John measures) and the Millennium Temple. 
 
 

4. TRIBULATION TEMPLE 
 
 

Display Tribulation temple symbol: the idol or “abomination of desolation” 
might be used as Tribulation temple symbol. 
 

This earthly temple, yet to be built, is the one John finds to be 

exceedingly wanting. According to Revelation 11, this temple will be 

built in Jerusalem and will be occupied by Antichrist. 
 

Antichrist helps unsaved Jews build their temple in Jerusalem after the 

Rapture of the Church as part of his pretense at protecting the Jews 

and gaining their favor, but in the middle of the Tribulation, he sets up 

his own image inside the temple and declares himself god. Mature, 

believing Jews recognize this act as their cue to flee Jerusalem and run 

to the  ñhills of the wildernessò, perhaps Moab and Ammon (DANIEL 

9:27; MATTHEW 24:15-16; II THESSALONIANS.2:3-5). 
 

Antichrist performs the final dishonor to this temple in the same way 

Antiochus Epiphanes defiled Zerubabbelôs temple. 
 

The Tribulation temple has an outer court, it is under Gentile control 

and there is no Shekinah Glory in residence.  It is an illegitimate 

temple: the worst temple of all. It is Satanôs counterfeit.  It is destroyed 

by the great earthquake at the sixth seal, (REVELATION 8:5) the 

seventh trumpet (REVELATION 11:19) and the seventh drinking 

goblet (REVELATION 16:18) judgments at the end of the 

Tribulation, preparing the way for construction of the Millennium 

temple. 
 

See MATTHEW, CHAPTERS 24, 25 and II THESSALONIANS 2 

for further information.  
 
 

a. Timeline reviewing three main events  of the Tribulation. 
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b. Scripture. 
 
 

II THESSALONIANS 2:3, 4 Let no man in any 
way deceive you, for it will not come unless the 
apostasy (the catching away; the Rapture) comes 
first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the 
son of destruction, who opposes and exalts 
himself above every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of 
God, displaying himself as being God.ó 

 

 

 

5. MILLENNIUM TEMPLE 
 

Display symbol for the Millennium Temple. 
 

The final earthly temple is built by the Lord Jesus Christ, the Shekinah 

Glory, after the Second Advent.  It is the temple on earth during 

Christôs 1,000 year reign (EZEKIEL 40-44).  It is the most 

magnificent of all visible, earthly temples and all the nations of the 

earth will worship the King of kings at this Temple during the 

Millennium (MATTHEW 25:31). 
 

Plans for this temple are in EZEKIEL 40:1-47:12, which is 

appropriate since Ezekiel saw the Shekinah Glory depart from 

Solomonôs temple (EZEKIEL 43:5). It has no outer court.  It is the 

legitimate earthly Temple.  Christ rules from there in peace as Priest 

and King for 1,000 years. 
 

 
 

b. Two invisible temples 
 

The temples named so far are visible, literal, earthly buildings. Two 

additional temples remain. Both are invisible to us: the temple in 

heaven and the temple in the souls of Godôs children. 
 
 

 Treaty 

between 

Antichrist and 

the Jews. 

 Image of 

Antichrist in 

the temple. 
Campaign of 

Armageddon. 

BEGINNING                          MIDDLE                                       END 
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6. THE TEMPLE IN HEAVEN 
 

Display the symbol for the Temple in heaven. 
 

REVELATION 11:19 And the temple of God 
which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of 
His covenant appeared in His templeé 

 

The purpose of earthly temple buildings is to house the Shekinah 

Glory on earth and serve as the specific place for God to meet with His 

people. The original temple is the heavenly one wherever Christ is. 

Earthly temples are shadows of the heavenly temple. 
 

HEBREWS 9:24 For Christ did not enter a holy 
place made with hands, a mere copy of the true 
one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us. 

 

There will be no physical temple for eternity, because the Lord God 

Almighty and the Lamb (the Shekinah Glory) are the Temple in the 

New Jerusalem. No building is necessary.  REVELATION 21:3, 22. 
 

REVELATION 21:22 And I saw no temple in it, 
(that is in the New Jerusalem, in eternity future) for 
the Lord God, the Almighty, and the Lamb, are 
its temple.  

 

 

7.  TWO MORE TEMPLES 
 

 

a. Two temples are in existence in the 21ST CENTURY, today: 1) the 

believer is the legitimate temple indwelt by the Shekinah Glory,   

(ñChrist in you, the hope or confidence of gloryò COLOSSIANS 

1:27) and 2) according to Scripture, believers as individual ñliving 

stonesò cooperatively build a temple on earth (EPHESIANS 2:19, 

22). 
 

I CORINTHIANS 3:16  Do you not know that 
you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwells in you? 

 

I CORINTHIANS 6:19, 20 Or do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
who is in you, whom you have from God, and 
that you are not your own? For you have been 
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bought with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body. 

 

 

II CORINTHIANS 6:16-18 Or what agreement 
has the temple of God with idols? For we are the 
temple of the living God; just as God said, òI 
will dwell in them and walk among them; And I 
will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
Therefore, come out from their midst and be 
separate,ó says the Lord. òAnd do not touch what 
is unclean; And I will welcome you. òAnd I will 
be a father to you, And you shall be sons and 
daughters to me,ó Says the Lord Almighty. 

 

8. CLASS ACTIVITY: The Soul of the Believer 
 

 

a. Man was created in the image and likeness of God.   
 

When Adam sinned, he plunged the entire human race into spiritual 

darkness and death. The likeness of God (Spiritual life) was lost 

completely and the image of God in manôs soul was marred or messed 

up.  Without Spiritual life, the soul has no ability to respond to God.  

Only by being  born again and therefore receiving  Spiritual life is the 

soul able to respond to God.  
 

b. Contents of the human soul (the Image of God which was 

marred at the fall of Adam in the garden).  

Information for deeper study, if desired, is in Teacher’s Appendix. 
 
 

 

           

   

   

 

    

                        

c. When the Spirit (the likeness of God is alive) the believer is 

“THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.” 
 

Since emotion is not one of Godôs attributes or characteristics, Godôs 

image does not include emotion.  Human emotion is allowed by God 

and reflects the contents of the human soul.  Emotions that reflect 

Self consciousness = I am 

 Intellect or intelligence = I can 

Conscience or Norms and standards = I 

should 

   Volition or will = I will  



12  
REVELATION is NOT a Mystery—TEACHER’S GUIDE FUTURE: The Tribulation 

 

appreciation  of God, His Word, His will and His plan are good. Emotions  

reflecting a negative attitude toward God, His plan and His will are harmful 

to the human soul.   

 

9. CLASS ACTIVITY  
 

 Help students paste the symbols for Self awareness, Intelligence, Conscience and 
Volition inside the large soul symbol. If you can secure side views of each student, 
paste symbols there.  Allow each student  to choose whether or not to place a temple 
of God symbol at the bottom of his or her own handcraft. Directions are in 
Appendix. 
 
 

10. MEMORY VERSE 
 

I CORINTHIANS 3:16  Do you (believers, Christians, 
Children of God) not know that you are a temple of God 
and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

 

11. PARAPHRASE 
 

Believers in Jesus Christ as their personal substitute, who died on the cross 

for their sins, can be absolutely sure of the indwelling of the Spirit of God. 

He lives in them. The Bible tells us so. 
 

 

12. CONCLUSION 
 

a. Temples, mentioned in CHAPTER 11, can be contrasted with each other.  

Godôs temple vs. Satanôs temple. Genuine vs. counterfeit. Temple in Heaven 

vs. temple on earth. In each case, one is authorized by God, the other is 

measured and found wanting.  
 

b. Satan has his own dwelling place on earth (Chapter 2:13). He has some 

deep teaching about his own domain (2:24). He has his own throne (2:13) 

and his own synagogue (3:9).  In addition, he attempts to counterfeit Godôs 

Trinity, Godôs Temple, Godôs Covenants and Godôs Millennium.  
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for the things we have studied in this lesson.  
We are amazed, Father, at the precision of Your Word and the blessing it is to our 
souls.  We thank you for Your Spirit living in us enabling us to understand truth 
beyond our human ability and carrying out Your custom designed plan for our 
lives.  In Your Son’s precious name, we pray, Amen. 
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Additional information for teacher. 

Source: Systematic Theology, Chafer, Lewis, Dallas Seminary Press, 

Dallas, Texas, 1948, Volume VII, p.300, 301 
 

TABERNACLE AND TEMPLE 
 

1. THE TABERNACLE: Mosesô tabernacle presents the most 

exhaustive single item of Old Testament typology. Therefore, it figures 

largely in New Testament interpretation (cf. Heb. 9-10) with special 

reference to Christ and every feature of it important. Indeed, it presents 

inexhaustible material for study as a type.  
 
 

2. THE TEMPLE.   
 

a. No typology of the temple is expounded in the New Testament other 

than the following intimations or usage: 
 

(1) Temple, or as some would translate ï sanctuary, is used of the 

temple in Jerusalem. (Matt. 23:16, etc.). 
 

(2) Temple is also an expression used for the believerôs body (I Cor. 

3:16-17; 6:19). 
 

(3) The local church likewise is constructed as a temple of God. (2 Cor. 

6:16). 
 

(4) The true Church also is so reckoned. (Eph. 2:21). 
 

b. Hieron is distinguished from naos as a word for ótempleô as grounds 

are distinct from a residence built on them. (John 2:14-15; cf. vs. 19-

21). 
 

c. The following data should also be observed: 
 

(1) The Mosaic tabernacle (translated temple, I Sam. 1:9; 3:3) lasted 

around 500 years, right up to the time of the first Jewish temple 

which it replaced.  

(2)  Solomonôs temple (I Kings 6:1-38) lasted nearly 400 years and was 

destroyed finally by Nebuchadnezzar. 

(3) Zerubbabelôs temple (Ezra 6:15-18) lasted about 500 years and 

then was destroyed by Antiochus Epiphanes. 

(4) Herodôs Temple (John 2:19) was forty-six years in building and 

lasted eighty-five years. It was destroyed by Titus the Roman. 

(5) The temple of God (2 Thess. 2:4) is to be built by Jews of the end 
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times and occupied by the ñman of sin.ò 

(6) The millennial temple (Ezek. 40-44) is to be set up by the returning Messiah. 

(7) The heavenly temple (Rev, 21:3, 22) is nothing but the presence of God in new 

Jerusalem. 

(8) The human body (John 2:19-21; I Cor. 3:16-17; 6:19) is accounted a veritable 

temple. 

(9) The living stones (Eph. 2:10-22) which believers are accounted, form a temple.  

~ 

Adapted from “Road Map to the Future, Fogle, P. Fredrick, P. 127 

JEWISH TEMPLES 

 20 

B.C.           

          

RESTORATION 

951 

B.C 

583 

B.C 

538 

B.C
536 

B.C

Solomonôs Temple  

destroyed by Babylonian 

King, Nebuchadnezzar. 

Solomonôs 

Temple 

completed 

967 

B.C. 

Solomonôs 

Temple 

begun. 

Cyrusô 

decree to 

rebuild 

temple. 

Zerubbabelôs 

Temple  

completed.  

515 

B.C 

Zerubbabelôs  

restoration of  

temple begun. 

Herod begins temple 

renovations. 

CHRIST 

70 

A.D. 

Roman 

Emperor, 

Titus  

destroys 

Herodôs 

temple. 

Church Age 

Tribulation 

? 

Millennium 

? 


