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REVELATION 22:20-21

*TEACHER: During closing prayer in this final session, students might be
encouraged to express thanks for salvation, for Jesus Christ, for the filling

ministry and instruction of the Holy Spirit, for the special book we have been
studying and Godds precious Word that
problems. Encourage students and help them feel comfortable thanking our
matchless God in prayer.

There is no vocabulary and no memory verse.
OPENING PRAYER

After a few moments of silence to prep
Word, | will pray out loud.

Heavenly Father, Be with us as we examine these final verses in Your Word. May
the ministry of the Holy Spirit enable us to understand the deeper meanings as
You reveal them to us. I n Jesus®d name,

|. COMFORT FROM JESUS CHRIST

A. COMFORT IN INVITATIONS

1. INTRODUCTION

a. In the preceding lesson we learned believers legitimately may be proud of
knowing and understanding God. The prophet Jeremiah proclaims that truth.

JEREMIAH 9:24 ...but let him who boasts boast of

this, that he understands and knows Me, that | am the

Lord who exercises loving kindness, justice, and

ri ghteousness on earth; for | del i
declares the Lord.

b. God makes clear what delights Him in the life of His children: He longs

for them to know Him better and love Him more. The New Testament
expresses the same trutHlilCORINTHIANS 10:17 . This Aknowi
| oving Godo and figrowing to maturit:
accomplished by consistent Bible study, in the power of the Holy Spirit...

after salvation (salvation by faith in the Gospel of Jesus Christ).

| CORINTHIANS 15:1 -4 contains the full scope die Gospel of Jesus Christ
Read all four verses to class from an American Standard Bible. Then, read verses
(including parenthetical comments) as they come up in the lesson text.
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| CORINTHIANS 15:1 Now, | ( Paul) make
known to you, brethren ( believers...Paul speaks to
those who are already sayethe gospel (the good
news that Christ died in their placewhich |
preached (in the past to you (Paul 6s br ot he.
Christ), which also you received ( they believed it

when Paul delivered it to themin which also you

stand (once they believed it they were I
family, forevey.

c. Jesus Christ presented the Gospel to Paul on the road to Damasriis
(ACTS 9:1-9; 22). Paul believed (received) the Gospel and was sa\&g_

THE GOSPEL IS THE GREATEST REVELATION
MANKIND WILL EVER HEAR

d. Paul delivered to the Corinthians the same Gospel he received f
Christ, they believed it and were saved. These Corinthians believe
Christ as Savior, but most of them do not believe in His resurrection.
They are not secure and confident in their salvation, their own
resurrections or the afterlife. Paul addresses their illogical thinking.

Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone (JOHN 3:16; | Peter 2:24a; |
JOHN 2:2)). However, assurance of resurrection (though not required for
salvation) provides the environment necessary for advancing to maturity &
the Spiritual Life of the Church Age (I CORINTHIANS 15:18). The two
phrases set apart by o0accor dd arg =
accompanied by proof of their occurrence. The full content of the Gosp..®C
underlined in the following Scripture. Continue reading lesson text below.

| CORINTHIANS 15:2 -4 By which also you are

saved (by believing Christ died on the cross in their

place for their sins if you hold fast the word

which | preached to you, unless you believed in

vain (since Paul speaks to a group of saved people,

obelieving in vainod means it is poss
life on earth after salvatign For | delivered to you

as of first importance what | also received ( from
Christ Himself, on the road to Damasgushat Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and

that He was buried, and that He was raised on

the third day (one can be saved without believing in
bodily resurrection, but if one is not confident of this
part of the Good News one will not advance in the
Spiritual Life of the Church Ageaccording to the
Scriptures (according to Old Testament predictipns
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e. Though saved, by grace through faith, many Corinthian believers
rejected the companion doctrine of 1
Christ: wunst aCORINTHIANSGA@Hd 6s Gpdaa (
Salvation Plan is in three phasgBne following chart may be enlarged

to classroom size or copied and distributed to students.)

THREE PHASES I N GODG6S PLAN OF SAL
| CORINTHIANS 15:1 -4; 24

PHASE | PHASE I PHASE llI
STAND: Verse 1 HOLD FAST: Verse 2 DESTINATION : Verse 24
A MOMENT IN TIME A PROCESS IN TIME THE GOAL: ETERNITY
Guaranteed Presence in] Advancing in the power of the| IN HEAVEN
Heaven. Receive EternalfHo |l vy Spirit; sfudying Gododég Word
Li fe, Chrj sdandapplyingto life whatis
Righteousness and 40 learned, from the moment of
permanent assets. salvation until death or

the Rapture.
BECOMI NG GOD@SGRAWLNG UP AS] PERUANENST POSITION

ONCE AND FOR ALL CHILD AS GOD&6S CHI LD I N
(by a single decision to tru (requires many consistent ETERNITY
Christ alone...withresultsth@td e ci si ons t o |Ifi Vfhe Rinkhe®PrédGee | P! an) .

last forever).

f. Growing to maturity as Godoés chil
confidence in resurrection. If Christ is not resurrected He cannot be our

Savior. It follows logically that He cannot return at the Rapture and we

cannot be resurrectetHQCORINTHIANS 15:12 -16) therefore, our

faith is in vain. Faulty thinking al
floundering in insecurity. Saved, but unable to grow spiritually.

Christds Resurrection Chart, on page !
Teacher may teach it in class or direct students to study at home.

2. FINAL TWO VERSES

Christds parting words to Hdi2% Bride ar

REVELATION 22:20, 21 He who testifies to these
things s a y gJesus dChrigtam coming
quickly (suddenly. Amen. Come Lord Jesus. The
grace of the Lord Jesus be with al

a. Paraphrase.

Jesus Christ, the One who gives pure testimony in this book, promises
His return will be a wonderful surprise. We can relax because of the
certainty of His coming and we can fully depend on His matchless
grace to supply super abundantly above all we could ever ask or think.
His grace is all we need until we see Him face to face.
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b. More truth and comfort.

Typical of all Scripture, the closing verses of Revelation contain more
truth than a solitary reading reveals. Closer attentimovers two
subtle invitations supplying believers with additional comfort

3. FIRST INVITATION

ol am ¢ o mi nigan igvitatian krdmyJésus to His beloved bride
(the Church) and to the world through the Church. What do we mean
that?

a. The first invitation is in two parts.

4

1) In thefirst part of the first invitation, Jesus invites His beloved to
stay close to Him

2) By reminding His bride that He is coming quickly, Chiistites
her to joyfully anticipate His return. His invitation is in the form of a

promi se. He says fnNnBel oveMdeandt urge you
My work because promise to come back and receive you unto
Myself that where | am you may be ald®HN 14:3) . 0

3) Christ clearly invites His Church to watch for Him. What is our
response? W Ill we be as wise Acs __Mnses
di scipline was gr eHeEBREWS 11124°26), oiE 25

will we be preoccupied with the pleasures of this world when our
Beloved returns?

b. In the second part of the first invitation, Jesus invites the world
to come to Him.

1) Jesus implies one of His favorite
second part of the first invitation. He sends the summons through His
ambassadechildren to anyone who will receive it.

2) With this invitation Jesus Christ reminds His children that the world
needs to come to Him before it is too ldtas the responsibility of

His ambassadors (Church Age believers) to maintain a sense of
urgency in delivering His invitation, for He could come back at any
moment.

Il CORINTHIANS 5:20b Therefore, we (  believery
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were

entreating (inviting) through us; we beg you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled ( brought back to
God.
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JESUS DESIRESIS AMBASSADORS TO DELIVERHIS
INVITATION TO THE REST OF THERNVORLD (I PETER 3:15).

4. SECOND INVITATION

a. The second invitationiseven moresubtleChr i st 6s bel oved
Jesus to come back

REVELATION 22:20b Amen, Come Lord Jesuseé

When John says AComeo0 he serves a |
i's a member of the Church. When t

the Church, also, because He indwells all Church Age believers.

Return to and reatREVELATION 22:17.

REVELATION 22:17 And the Spirit (the Holy
Spirit, living in believers)and the bride (the Church)

S
h e

say, o0Come. 6 And | et tthe one who
believer, yearning for deeper un
Word) come; let the one who wishes take the water

of life without costt ( Godds Word is the water

An unbeliever needs the water of life. An advancing
believetthirsts for more life giving water.)

b. The second invitation is from the bride.

AChurcho and fABridedo are different
c. The second invitation emphasizes the gospel.

1) The words dAwithout costo (Verse
as Godods grace gift. No one deserve:

salvation. It is offered as a free gift...to anyone who will receive it by
grace through faith in Christ JesEEPHESIANS 2:8-9).

JESUS CHRIST PAID THE FULL PRICE.

2) Church Age believers should unit
Bridegroom to come back.

d. The second invitationshould bethe desire of the entire Church.

REVELATION 22:2621 He who testifies to these

things (Jesus Christs ay s, (wvaitivoats doubt)l

am coming (@6uddegpl 9, without warni
And John the human author expresses his opinion

concerning the matter by saying.Amen (I believe it).

Come Lord Jesus (John expresses his desire and the
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confident expectation of mature Church Age believers for
the return of Jesus Christ).

JOHN AND THE HOLY SPIRIT SPEAK FOR THE CHURCH WHEN
THEY INVITE JESUS CH RIST TO RETURN.

B. COMFORT IN REWARDS

Display a few crown symbols and the symbol for the Morning Star Award.

1. COMFORT FOR BELIEVERS

a. There is comfort at the Rapture of Church Age believers as they all
receive resurrection bodies.

b. There is comfort for mature Church Age believers and those
advancing in Godods plan as they
Bema Seat evaluation (Rev. 22:12. Perhaps even the Morning Star!). <

2. ADDITIONAL COMFORT

a. There is comfort in Godobés promise tc
beloved until He comes back for her.

REVELATION 22:21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be
with all.

1) InVERSE 21Christ leaves a legacy of grace and indicates His grace is
sufficient until He returns.

2) VERSE 21promises a blessin@he Old Testament end&dth the
threat of a curs@MALACHI 4:6). The New Testament closesth the
guarantee of a blessing: a promise made by the One who keeps His
promises and from whom all blessings flow.

3)Mands first r e whendaa dashding oh the gamenGo d
expressed feari (Adam)heard Thy ( G o dvdice in the garden and
(Adam)was afraid. 6 ( GENESI S 3:10) .

4)But mandés final areicCornke d owar ds _
(VERSE 20).

IT SOUNDS LIKE SOME OF US
ARE NO LONGER AFRAID!

5) Many men no longer hide from God, but, with souls full of responsive
| ove, eagerly watch for Christos returr
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girls wait to be gathered into the arms of Jesus Christ and taken to the
Father s house.

6) Many...withsincerelyt han k f u | heartséwil |l hear
shouts ACome up here!o. (Remember,
connected with truth. Chrigt Truth.)

b. There is comfort in Christos fnFal
Jesus tells His bel ovwoudforting@maomsevel | 0,

to protect her with a wall of fireZECHARIAH 2:5) and graciously
supply all her needs and comforts until He returns

3. CONCLUSION
Display the grace and peace symbol.

a.ln REVELATION 1:4, Jesus Christ greeted His bondservants
with the words fAiGobace to you and pe:

1) God reminds us in the closing | i
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be wi
2) There Iis no sin too great for Goi
that Goddés grace cannot reach it. |

children that His grace is enough. It will bless and support His beloved

ones while they watch for His return. What He leaves is enough to

uphold us. fAThe PBALM?23il)s. oWe dScredth ermre
anything else.

b. All good things come to us through grace

We live by the very grace of God. Every breath we take is supplied

because of His matchless grace. Spiritual freedom is available only by

the grace of God. Without grace we would not be saved, neither could

we understand nor have the power to
Wor d. Wit hout Godbés Grace, we woul c
eart h. May we, as Godbés children, n
message to a dying and guilty world...until Christ returns.

OUR STUDY |I'S TI TL EDNGTRAE WEYLSATTEIROND .| S
BY THIS TIME THOSE WHO HAVE STUDIED TOGETHER
SHOULD BE OF THAT SAME OPINION.

HOWEVER, THERE REMAI NS AN UNFATHOMABLE PUZZLE.
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C . AHow does one who has trusted Jesus
t he riches of Godobs |l ove and grace as &
back on his great benefactor and ignore His precious Word during life

on eartl? o

THAT IS THE GREATEST MYSTERY OF ALL!

I N THE LI GHT OF GODO0S G&HO0ID, HOW, THE
BELIEVERS LIVE UNTIL CHRIST RETURNS?

d. Two verses in Il PETER should help us understand.

I PETER 3:11 Since all these things (the present
heavens and eaithare to be destroyed in this way,

(that is, by fir¢ what sort of people ought you to be

i n holy conduct and godliness

I PETER 3:18 ...but grow in grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the
glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

BELI EVERS WHO DEPEND ON IGENAYS| GRACE C
WILL CONTINUE TO RENOVATE THEIR MINDS BY STUDYING
GODOS WORD FXBHLHEVFINGIT TOTALLY;
FOLLOWING ITS TEACHINGS OBEDIENTLY; WORSHIPING GOD
TRIUMPHANTLY; APPLYING WHAT IS LEARNED TO LIFE
FERVENTLY; AND PROCLAIMING IT TO OTHER3URGENTLY.
AS GRACE ORIENTED BELIEVERS THEY WILL WTCH
EXPECTANTLY FOR THE RETURN OF JESUS CHRIST; GLORIF
GOD TO THE MAXIMUM AND BE CANDIDATES FOR
THE AWARD OF THE MORNING STAR.

Two designs showing how the Award of
the Morning Star might appear.

4. FINAL WORDS
a.REVELATION 22:12 c |l ai med our attention with t
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promising somethingpectacular.. and we have not been disappointed.
The last nine verses held gloriously magnificent truths and we found
within the final two verses messagg®ectacularin their depth.

b. As one who has benefited from Go:i
is lifted to unparalleled heights by the glory of His Wardthing would

please me more than to close our study with some unforgettable

(spectacular) words of my own

BUT...THERE ARE NO WORDS
MORE SPECTACULAR THAN GODOGS

AND SO, WE ARE CONTENT TO CLOSE OUR STUDY
WITH JESUS CHRI ST6S AFAREWELLO, SO BI
IN ITS SIMPLICITY, SO COMPLEX IN ITS MESSAGE.

OHE WHO TESTIFIES TO THESE THI NGS S
0 YES, I AM CONMIKNG. U AMEN. COME

LORD JESUS. THE GRACE OF THE LORD JESUS BE

WI TH ALL, AMEUTION 2RFV21

c. Song:6 Coming Againé, p. 151, o0Great Hy!
has held opening exercises enough to b
Band of Believerso, they might enj oy ¢
perhaps repeating REVELATION 1:1, before you close in prayer. Song is in
Student Songbook. Other sugstons oPass it ono, o0One D
Graced or O0OWhy?560

CLOSING PRAYER

Dear Heavenly Father, We thank You for the growing reality in the lives of

young people who love Your Word. May we live our lives in the light of
eternity, allowing Your Spirit to keep alive in us the fervor of our first love,

Your Word, which reveals Your plan and Your will and causes our love for

You to grow. May we depend on Your gr a
face to face.

Thank You, Father, for revealing to us that RevelatioN@sI a mystery and

that the things revealed belong to those who study and love Your Word.

May we use our spiritual ears and may we have souls that thirst for Your
Word until the Morning Star arises in our hearts.

May we, as bondervants of Jesus Christ, truly love His appearing at the
Rapture and join the apostle John in
qguickly!o
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EVEN SO, COME PRECIOUS SAVIOR!
I N JESUSO NAME, AMEN.




