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John’s Reaction ~ Christ’s Reassurance

REVELATION 1:17-20

A. JOHN’S REACTION

1. WHAT JOHN DID
2. WHY JOHN DID IT

B. CHRIST’S REASSURANCE

1. WHAT CHRIST DID
a. Placed His right hand on John
b. The hand John knew well and loved
2. WHAT CHRIST SAID
a. “Do not be afraid”
b. Shades of Daniel
c. Jesus reassured Daniel
3. FOUR REASONS FOR NOT BEING AFRAID
a. Jesus is the First and the Last.
b. Jesus is the living one who was dead.
c. Jesus is alive forevermore.
d. Jesus holds the keys of death and Hades.
4. CONCLUSIONS
a. Two verses reviewed

b. Important truth emerges
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The seven golden lampstands with Jesus
Christ walking around in the center
described in the book of Revelation

represent believers of the Church Age.
Christ as the light that shines through
believers demonstrates a very important
truth...

BELIEVERS ARE THE LIGHT OF
THE WORLD.

The REVELATION OF
JESUS CHRIST
is written especially to
believers because they
represent Christ
to the unbelieving world.
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REACTION AND REASSURANCE

John’s Reaction ~ Christ’s Reassurance

REVELATION 1:17-20

OPENING PRAYER

We will spend a few moments in silent prayer, taking the opportunity to
confess our sins, if necessary. Then, | will pray out loud.

Dear heavenly Father, we thank you for the privilege of studying your Word
together under the direction of Your Spirit. We ask that you guide us into
an understanding of the things we consider in this lesson. Thank You,
Father for this group of young people who love You and Your Word. In
Jesusd name, we pray. Amen.

REVIEW
A. Vocabulary List

The essence of God: Ten attributes, characteristics or perfections
belonging to the three members of the Godhead, only.

Godos ten per f e c:tSdveeeigndy, Righteoummdssar act er i st
Love, Justice, Eternal Life, Omniscience, Omnipotence, Omnipresence,
Immutability and Veracity.

The simple definition of each perfection: God is King, Perfect
Goodness, Perfect Love, and Justice, Eternal Life, All Knowing, All
Powerful, Present Everywhere, Unchanging and Always Truthful.

B. Summary

The seven-fold physical portrait of the Lord Jesus Christ in REVELATION

1:14-16 pictures the perfect essence of The Lord Jesus Christ. Class Activity

emphasized Jesus Christ as the perfect Judge who pronounced judgment

upon guilty humankind and proceeded to take that judgment upon Himself.

REVELATION 1:17-20 records Johnds reaction to
magnificent Portrait of Glory.
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I. REACTION AND REASSURANCE

A.JOHNOS REACTI ON

REVELATION 1:17a And when I saw Him, I fell
at His feet as a dead man.

1. WHAT JOHN DID

Though John knew Jesus well, the appearance of Jesus was so different
from when John had last seen Him, it had a dramatic effect on John. The
sight of Jesus Christ in His glorified body caused John to faint. He fell to
the ground as though he were dead.

2. WHY JOHN DID IT

a. The brightness of such an open display of Jesus Christ’s
deity and glory is too convicting for any mortal to behold.
The Apostle John was overcome with his own guilt and
unworthiness.

b. It is a fearful thing to stand face to face with Almighty God.
God spoke to men from time to time in the Old Testament.
Their reaction was much the same as John’s.

Ezekiel records the typical reaction. (EZEKIEL 1:28; 3:23; 43:3; 33:120)

Study for your own i nformati on, Ezeki
God. You may read all the verses. But EZEKIEL 1:28 is an example of
human reaction in an encounter with Holy God.

EZEKIEL 1:28 As the appearance of the rainbow
in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the
appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such
was the appearance of the likeness of the glory
of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell on my face
and heard a voice speaking.
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c. The glorious portrait in REVELATION 1:14-16, pictures
Jesus Christ in all the majesty of His resurrection. His glory
as Almighty God was revealed. Sudden knowledge of Jesus
and His marvelous work for humanity paralyzed the
apostle, John.

B. CHRI ST S REASSURANCE

REVELATION 1:17b And He (Jesus Christ) laid

His right hand upon me (John),s ay i ng, o0Do
be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the

living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am

alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death

and of Hades. 0

1. WHAT CHRIST DID
a. Placed His right hand on John.

Di splay the symbol of Christos

The right hand is the powerful hand of authority. When Jesus
Christ touched John, that strong hand of power became the
soft hand of comfort and reassurance.

b. The hand John knew and loved.

1) John had seen that same hand bestow spectacular blessings
on those in need. He had seen that hand seize and
overthrow heavy tables used in cheating people. John had
seen that hand reach forth to heal the sick and restore sight
to blind eyes. He had seen the same hand replace the ear of
a guard after Peter’s sword slashed it from his head.
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2) John experienced the tender touch of that hand when he
fainted. The hand of Jesus reached out to His bond-servant
John to give assurance and comfort.

JESUS TOUCHED HIM!

c. Gospel.

1) What is so exceptional about the touch of Jesus” hand upon
the Apostle John at that particular time? The incidents
mentioned thus far happened while Jesus was on earth, but
this touch occurs after the crucifixion, resurrection and
ascension.

2) The right hand of supreme authority now carries a brand:
permanent proof that the authoritative One willingly
submitted Himself to judgment on behalf of His creatures.
The hand of authority was pierced for our sin and by that
piercing wound, we are reminded of His saving work. The
right hand of authority known intimately by John now bears
the imprint of a nail. This same hand was nailed to a cross of
shame...for you and for me.

OHe suffered the Just for the unjust t
bring us all who would believe into Hi
My hands, when | came to you, previou
want you to understand that God all ow
crush Hi m, putting Him to griefod I S

surprising if in that day He would explain the reason for this
incomprehensible and mysterious act of Jehovah in the words He once used

whil e talking to Nicodemus: OFor God
uni que Son. 06 6 JOHN 3:16

RESOURCE: The Two Jerusalems in Prophecy, Clifford, David, Loizeaux
Brothers, New Jersey, ¢.1978 p. 111

2. WHAT CHRIST SAID

THE TOUCH OF COMFORT WAS
ACCOMPANIED BY COMFORTING WORDS.
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a . oDo not be afraid. o6
Di splay the symbol for oDo

not

Christ said “Do not be afraid”. God tells His children not to be afraid

when they receive a glimpse of His glory or a preview of His eternal home.

There are many examples including Adam, Eve, Moses, Daniel, the

Disciples and...you and me.

Study the following verses. Any one would serve, but three examples are &£
de

chosen and printed bel ow,

t o

fearful children. GENESIS 15:1; EXODUS 3; PSALM 36:1; 56:3;

ISAIAH 35:4; MATTHEW 8:26; 14:27; LUKE 12:32

PSALM 271 The Lord is my light and my
salvation, Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the
defense of my life; Whom shall I dread?

ISATIAH 35:4 Say to those with anxious heart,

0Take courage, fear not .

come with vengeance; the recompense of God
wi | | CO0Ome, But He wi | |

II TIMOTHY 1:7 For God has not given us a
spirit of timidity (fear), but of power and love
and discipline.

b. Shades of Daniel.

B

save

The prophet Daniel received a heavenly vision. And afterward, an angel

reassured Daniel and told him not to be afraid.

DANIEL 10:12 Then he (anangel)s ai d t o
not be afraid, Daniel, for from the first day that
you set your heart on understanding this and on
humbling yourself before your God, your words
were heard, and I have come in response to your
words. o

c. Jesus reassured Daniel.

me

youbo.

oDo

7



REVELATION is NOT a Mystery—TEACHER’S GUIDE THE PRESENT

1) Jesus (through an angel) reassured the prophet Daniel, and
reassured His bond-servant, John. Today, He continually
reassures believers through His Word.

2) Believers are so often full of fear. Yet, those who place their
trust in Jesus need not fear anything.

PSALM 56:3, 4 When I am afraid, I will put my
trust in Thee. In God whose word I praise, In
God I have put my trust; I shall not be afraid,
what can mere man do to me?

JOHN 14:27b Let not your heart be troubled, nor
let it be afraid.

3. FOUR REASONS FOR NOT BEING AFRAID

Jesus followed His comforting statement by citing four reasons why John

need not be afraid. The same four reasons apply to believers today.

a. Jesus is the first and the Last.
Display the symbol for the first and the last.

1) First, Jesus told John not to be afraid because He (Jesus) is
the first and the last. REVELATION 1:17

2) By saying He is first and last, Jesus reminds John that He is
always here. He was there in the beginning and He will be
there when everything ends. He is everlasting.

3) The Infinity symbol demonstrates eternity. Time as we
know it was simply pulled down like a shade for our use.
One day time will return to eternity.

‘W Di splay the symbo for time being pull

I
al ways hered6 at the bott om.
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4) The phrase, “I am the first and the last” includes Eternity. It
looks forward through forever and backward to the place
where the past meets the future.

5) When Christ said, “I am the first and the last” it reminded
John that, as God, Jesus controls everything. He works the
circumstances of history to comply with and fulfill His
pland. John as Christ’s bond-servant is safe in His care.
Indeed, every believer is safe in Jesus’ care.

b. Jesus is the living one who was dead.
Display the resurrection symbol.

1) Second, Jesus told John not to be afraid because He (Jesus) is
alive though He was dead. REVELATION 1:18.

2) Jesus reminded John that He is resurrected He conquered
death. No grave could hold Him.

3) The phrase reminding John that Jesus was living though He
had been dead is both a claim and a promise: Jesus claimed
to have conquered death, which He did. At the same time,
He promised His children that their resurrection is certain.

II TIMOTHY 1:10 But now has been revealed by
the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who
abolished death, and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel.

c. Jesus is alive forevermore.
Display Christ in resurrection body symbol.

1) Third, Jesus reminds John there is no need to be afraid
because He (Jesus) IS alive forever. Those who believe in
Jesus have eternal life, they will live forever...with Him.

JOHN 14:19 After a while the world will behold
Me no more; but you will behold Me; because I
live you shall live also.
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2) The fact that Jesus and His Church will live together forever

reinforces His promise never to leave His Church.

HEBREWS 13: 5céfor He , Hi mself

will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake
you, 0é

f. d. Jesus holds the keys of death and Hades.
‘f'% ‘ Display the symbol for keys of death and Hades.

1) Fourth, Jesus reassured His bond-servant John and

reminded him not to be afraid because He (Jesus) holds
supreme authority (keys imply authority) and power over
physical death and the final destination of human beings.
Believers have nothing to fear because Jesus Christ decides
the best time, the best place and the best manner of
departure for the believer from this life.

The use of the two words (death and Hades in
REVELATION 1:17b) signify Jesus Christ’s control over the
final destination of all human beings. Keys imply the ability
and right to open and close the gates. The keys to the gates
are His.

HEBREWS 9:27 And in as much as it is
appointed for men to die once and after this
comes judgment.

3) The word “death” in REVELATION 1:17b refers to physical

death. Jesus Christ is sovereign over death. Hades is the
Greek word for the compartment of the dead in the center of
the earth. Right now, Hades refers to the destination of
unbelievers only. Believers go immediately to heaven and
are face to face with Christ at physical death. Christ controls
both physical death and the second death (the final
destination of unbelievers to the Lake of Fire.)

Information for teaching the compartments of the underworld is in

h a:
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Teacherodos Appendi x. It may be us
subject any further the information already covered should be sufficient for
understanding the current lesson.

/
A
7

MATTHEW 16:19 I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven and whatever you shall bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven and whatever
you shall loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.

In this verse, Christ passes on the right to proclaim salvationto Peter

and to us as believers in the Church Age.. We, now, can proclaim the

way of salvation. The keys refer to opening the way of making the

truth about Christ known and the fait!
save .

THE ONE WHO DIED FOR US AND WHO LOVES US
NO MATTER WHAT WE HAVE DONE,
HOLDS THE KEYS TO OUR FINAL DESTINATION
IN THOSE LOVING, NAIL PIERCED HANDS OF HIS.

4. CONCLUSIONS

a. Two verses reviewed

Two verses need reviewing as the division of the Past ends.

1) The first verse to be reviewed is an important memory verse
in the Past division of the book of REVELATION. It is a
key verse in our study.

REVELATION 1:19 Write, therefore the things
which you have seen, and the things which are,
and the things which shall take place after these
things.
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This verse begins with the word “Write”. Jesus commanded John to record
everything he saw and heard. REVELATION 1:19 was taught early in our
study because it contains God’s outline of the book.

Because REVELATION 1:19 is a key verse in the book of REVELATION,

it is one of the most important memory verses. Students should be familiar

with it and should have it memorized. Take the opportunity to review it as

a memory verse by asking the class to stand and repeat it from memory. If

you think it necessary to refresh their memories, allow them to look at the

verse in their Bibles for a second or two, close their Bibles and repeat the

verse in unison. Use the visuals to review the three divisions: Past, Present

and Future. Remind the class that the first division in the REVELATION

OF JESUS CHRI ST: o0The Past o ends wi t
di visi on, othe things which arebo, The
and 3. The third division, The Future, begins in CHAPTER 4 and

continues through the rest of the book of REVELATION.

2) The second verse to be reviewed.

REVELATION 1:20 As for the mystery of the
seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and
the seven golden lamp stands; the seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches and the seven
lamp stands are the seven churches.

a) REVELATION 1:20, the last verse in the first chapter,
explains a few of the symbols mentioned in REVELATION
1:16. It establishes the identity of the seven stars Jesus
Christ holds in His right hand. It documents the symbolism
of the seven golden lamp stands in REVELATION 1:12, 13.

b) REVELATION 1:20 confirms the seven golden lamp stands
represent seven churches. REVELATION 1:20 also tells us
the word “stars” refers to angels. The word angel means
“messenger”.

c) “Messengers” could refer to heavenly beings or it might
refer to earthly beings. The text usually makes clear which.
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d) REVELATION 1:20 probably includes both categories,
but the emphasis is on earthly messengers. Therefore, it
refers to believers who are God’s messengers to the world:
both pastors and individuals.

Di spl ay and discuss the AAmbas

b. Important truth emerges

1) The seven golden lampstands represent believers. Christ as
the light that shines through believers demonstrates a very
important truth.

BELIEVERS ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.

The REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST
is written especially to believers because they represent Christ
to the unbelieving world.

2) The REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST is written especially
to believers. Recognition of this principle is a primary
requirement for better understanding of the book.
REVELATION is not written for unbelievers although
unbelievers can benefit from reading it. It is not filled with
messages that invite salvation although men can be saved
by studying it. It is written specifically to inform and
benefit believers in the Church Age and beyond.

Di splay the fARevelationodo symbol

3) The opening verse, REVELATION 1:1 proves
REVELATION is especially for believers: it is Jesus Christ’s
REVELATION. Jesus Christ is sending the REVELATION
to His bond-servants: all believers of the Church Age.

Di splay the AChain of Communi

4) A study of the chain of communication from REVELATION
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1:1, supports the fact that the book of REVELATION is
written to believers. The chain of communication proclaims
the book is sent from God to Jesus Christ for Jesus to show
to His bond-servants. Jesus sends the revelation through
His teaching angel to His bond-servant, John (a believer)
and forwards it to all members of His Church (believers).

Di splay the fiSeven Bl essingso

5) The seven blessings prove (though Revelation is a very
Jewish book) the book is written especially to believers.
Every blessing promises an abundance of happiness to
believers involved in the activities described. All blessings
are promised to believers.

Di splay AThe Greetingso symbol

6) The greeting in REVELATION 1:3 proves the Book of
Revelation is written to believers. The Head of the Church
(Jesus Christ) sends the greeting to all the members of His
True Church (believers).

Di splay the APortrait of GIor

7) The description, the setting and the Portrait of Glory
documented Jesus Christ as the One who provided
everything for His Church. He is speaking primarily to
believers who are the members of His Church.

Di splay the fiStarso symbol

8) The reference to stars (messengers) held in Jesus’ right hand,
in the Glorious Portrait, proves Jesus Christ is speaking
especially to believers. Only believers can serve as Christ’s
messengers (light) to the world.

symbo

(@

Di splay the fiLampstandso symbol

9) The lampstands mentioned in REVELATION 1:12, 13 prove
Jesus Christ is speaking especially to believers. The lamp

synm



(o70) (I RISy () o) aley:0- Vg0 : M John's Reaction ~ Christ’s Reassurance REVELTION 1:17-20 15

stands truly represent believers of the Church Age. Christ is
the light of the world. He shines his light into the world,
today, through the members of His Church.

Di splay the fiHe who has an ear

10) And, getting a bit ahead of ourselves, another proof that
Jesus is speaking especially to believers of the Church Age is
that in each letter to the churches in chapters two and three
the phrase, “He who has an ear listen to what the Spirit says
to the churches” is repeated seven times. It refers to
spiritual ears which only believers possess. Only believers
have spiritual ears. Only believers in fellowship are using
them. Christ is speaking to His full and complete Church
and to all the spiritual ears of the Church Age.

11) The seven-fold reference to those who are “overcomers” in
CHAPTERS 2 and 3 is another proof that Jesus is speaking
to believers. Only believers are “overcomers”.

I JOHN 5:4-5 For whoever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that
has overcome the world - our faith. And who is
the one who overcomes the world, but he who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

12) We will see when we study the second division of THE
REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST (the Present, “the things
which are”) that the letters to the seven churches (in
CHAPTERS 2 and 3) each quote a different phrase from the
glorious portrait of Jesus Christ.

5. SUMMARY

a. All of these points prove Christ is speaking primarily to the
believers (both inside and outside) of local churches; not to
unbelievers who might be attending local churches.

b. Right now, Jesus Christ is in heaven seated at the right hand
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of the Father, pleading the case for His Church. How busy
He must be! Constantly He acts as the defense attorney for
His Church and explains that the sins the members of His
Church commit are already paid for. When Satan comes
before God’s throne (JOB 1:6-12) and accuses any believer,
Jesus reminds Satan that it is none of his (Satan’s) business.
It is a private matter between Jesus Christ and the members
of His Church.

c. Though Revelation is a very Jewish book, it is also extremely
church oriented. The first CHAPTER emphasizes important
Bible Truth so it will not be forgotten. The first CHAPTER
is foundational for full appreciation and accurate
understanding of the rest of the book. That is our motivation
for spending so much time on its twenty verses.

d. The first CHAPTER of THE REVELATION OF JESUS
CHRIST has been given careful attention. It has taken a
while, but it is time well spent. We now have a firm
foundation upon which to build the rest of the study.

LET US SEE HOW EASY IT IS TO
UNDERSTAND THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST.

6. SONGS: Ivory Palaces, Great Hymns of the Faith, p. 115
How Firm a Foundation, p. 268 (1st and 2nd verses.)

CLOSING PRAYER

Dear Heavenly Father,

Thank you for Your Word. Thank
special, so spectacular and thrilling to your bond-servants. We ask that the

Holy Spirit take the things we have examined from the first chapter of the

Revelation from and about your Son, Jesus Christ, and make them part of

our soul. May we value what we have learned and treasure it in our hearts.

Il n Jesusd precious name we pray,

y ou

Amen.



