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REVELATION 11:3-6 
 

       OPENING PRAYER 
 

After a few moments of silence, I will pray out loud. 
 

Thank you, Heavenly Father, for providing everything we need to do your will. 
Guide and direct us as we study Your Word. Give us, by the power of Your 
Spirit, the ability to use the Truth we learn to live within Your custom made plan 
for each of  us. Guide us as we study. In Jesusõ name, we pray. Amen. 
 

      REVIEW  

Vocabulary 
  

1. The sometimes hidden meaning of measuring something in Scripture: 
to demonstrate whether an item meets Godõs Standard. 
2. History’s visible temples: Solomonõs, Zarrubbabelõs, Herodõs, 
Tribulation, Millennial 
3. Invisible Temples: individual souls of believers during the Church Age 

(the larger temple constructed by those individual ñstonesò joining 

together). The Temple in heaven 
4. Purpose of the Temple: to house the Shekinah Glory and in spite of the fact 
that God is omnipresent, to provide a specific place for God to meet with His 
people. 
5. The Shekinah Glory: The visible manifestation of Jehovah Godõs  divine 
presence/dwelling on this earth. 
 

Summary 
 

The Shekinah Glory resides in the true temple.  God designed the earthly Temple 
for Israel. The specific design and floor plan for the true, earthly temple is in the 
book of Ezekiel. No temple constructed during human history fits these exact 
specifications. The other temples do not measure up to Godõs standard. However, 
the temple built by the Jews and Antichrist during the Tribulation  not only  is 
the worst temple of all: it is the Devilõs counterfeit. We will refer to it as the 
Tacky Temple. Solomonõs is a Terrific Temple as is the temple in the Millennium.  
 

During the Church Age, the Temple is in the souls of believers where the 
Shekinah Glory dwells.  
 

The Millennial Temple fits the design recorded in Ezekiel. Jesus Christ (the 
Shekinah Glory) dwells there and rules from the Temple in Jerusalem. 
 

In Eternity Future, Almighty God and the Lamb are the Temple in heaven. 
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(No memory verse and no particular song is planned for this lesson.) 
 

I. TRUMPETS’ PAUSE  III 
 

Display a  trumpet Symbol. Display symbols for each of the pause subjects as 
each one is mentioned. 
 

Four distinct subjects emerge in the pause between the sixth and seventh 

Trumpets. 
 

1. An angel carrying an open scroll serving as heavenly herald for the 

coming King. 
 

2. John eating a scroll. 
 

3. John measuring the Tribulation Temple. 
 

4. Two Evangelist Witnesses proclaiming the gospel serving as earthly 

heralds for the coming King. 
 

This lesson deals with the fourth subject: Two Witnesses. 
 

A. TWO WITNESSES: King’s Earthly Herald Evangelists 

 

 

1. BACKGROUND CRISIS 
 

A crisis arises in the last half of the Tribulation:  an emergency situation is 

brought about when Antichrist (and his false, satanic religion) takes over 

Jerusalem and the temple.  Antichrist twists the truth, claiming to be God, 

and using the furniture in the temple to promote his own cult. Spiritually 

mature believers (including the 144,000 Jewish witnesses) obey Godôs 

command to run to the hills when they see the image of Antichrist in the 

temple (MATTHEW 24:15, 16).  No one is left to give a clear gospel 

message. 
 

MATTHEW 24:15, 16 Therefore when you see the 
Abomination of Desolation (referring to the man of sin 
breaking the treaty with the Jews and setting up the image of 
himself in the middle of the Tribulation) which was 
spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in 
the holy place (let the reader understand), then let 
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. (Mature 
believers study Scripture, they know when to run to the 
mountains and they do so, leaving no one behind to proclaim 
the gospel.) 
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ABSENCE OF MATURE BELIEVERS IN JERUSALEM LEAVES 

A VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF EVANGELIST. 

 

2. GOD’S SOLUTION 
 

a. However, as always, because He foreknew what would happen, God 

has a solution set up in His plans. God appoints two special human 

beings to fill the office of prophet for the last half of the Tribulation. 
 

b. Two men serve as earthly heralds for the Coming King, Jesus Christ. 

A previous lesson dealt with the angelic herald from heaven, the one in 

the cloud uniform and the rainbow hat. Now, we are introduced to two 

human heralds on earth. They proclaim the gospel during the final 

days of the Tribulation and announce the coming of the King. They are 

very special: we might call them ñrecycledò human beings. 
 

3. 4 PRINCIPLES FOR ALL TIME 
 

a. Scripture does not record the names of these two witnesses. 
 

PRINCIPLE:  IT IS THE MESSAGE THAT IS IMPORTANT, NOT 

THE MAN WHO DELIVERS IT. 
 

b. In obedience to God’s instructions in MATTHEW 24:15, 16, 

spiritually mature believers have fled to the hills for safety. 

 

PRINCIPLE: GOD PROTECTS HIS PEOPLE. 
 

c. God protects the mature believers and, at the same time, 

provides two witnesses to fill the gap during a time devoid of 

spiritual influence. 
 

PRINCIPLE: GOD NEVER LEAVES THE WORLD WITHOUT 

THE INFORMATION THEY NEED FOR SALVATION. 
 

d. The witnesses are physically, mentally and spiritually ready to 

complete the assignment God gives them. 
 

PRINCIPLE:  GOD USES PREPARED BELIEVERS. 
 

Help students see how these principles apply to their lives. Go over the 

principles one more time. 
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If you want God to use you in some special way, see to it that you are 

prepared.  Grow to spiritual maturity.  Stay in Godôs plan for your life. 

The principles are the same: believers can be prepared, willing and 

able to fulfill Godôs plan. That preparation requires the humility to 

admit sins and continue in faithful study of and response to Godôs 

Word. It is not a matter of obedience to our favorite commands, but a 

matter of choosing to know all of Godôs commands (that is: study), 

obey Godôs commands (respond positively to what we learn) and 

confess our transgression when we slip and lose fellowship (I JOHN 

1:9). 
 

4. THE WITNESSES 
 

REVELATION 11:3-4 And I will grant authority 
to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 
twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in 
sackcloth.  These are the two olive trees and the 
two lamp stands that stand before the Lord of 
the earth. 

 
 

5. WORDS AND PHRASES FROM TEXT 
 

Amplification of six important phrases in the text enhances our 

understanding. 
 

a. I will grant authority to My two witnesses… 
 

Two possessive pronouns, (ñIò and ñMyò) emphasize Godôs 

sovereignty over the witnesses and the events in which they 

participate. The witnesses are the Lordôs willing bond-servants. They 

have chosen to serve Him. 
 

b. Two witnesses. 
 

Two is the number of witnessing.  Disciples were required to witness 

two at a time.  The Mosaic Law required at least two witnesses when 

accusing someone of a crime. God sends two witnesses to meet the 

requirements of the Mosaic Law for accurate testimony. 
 

DEUTERONOMY 19:15  A single witness shall 
not rise up against a man on account of any 
iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on 
the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter 
shall be confirmed. 
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GENESIS 41:32 Now as for the repeating of the 
dream to Pharaoh twice, it means that the matter 
is determined by God and God will quickly 
bring it about. 

 

c. Prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days. 
 

Two Witnesses prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days. Twelve 

hundred and sixty days is the last half of the Tribulation: three and a 

half years. 
 

d. clothed in sackcloth. 
 

1) The Two Witnesses wear sackcloth. Sackcloth does not mean the 

witnesses are dirty or sloppily dressed. Sackcloth is a finely woven 

mesh material. Sackcloth symbolizes mourning and failure. The 

witnesses are clean, neat and well dressed, but they are in mourning 

for the failure of the nation of Israel and the world. 
 

2) Many Old Testament prophets wore sackcloth. The prophet Amos is 

a good example. (Others: Jonah, Moses, Isaiah, Elijah, Elisha and 

Mordecai.) The two prophet-witnesses in Chapter 11 have plenty to 

grieve over during the Tribulation. Whatôs left of Israel, as a nation, is 

in a state of complete rejection of God and His plan. It is a sad time for 

the nation as a wholeéindeed for the entire world! 
 

3) God established the office of prophet in the Old Testament after 

Israel failed to execute His plan. 
 

4) Sackcloth reflects a mental attitude of humility. The two witnesses 

in the book of Revelation are humble and they allow God to work 

through them. 
 

SACKCLOTH IS NOT A SIGN OF SLOPPINESS.  IT PICTURES 

HUMILITY, SADNESS AND HEAVINESS OF HEART. 
 

e. Paraphrase of verse 3. 
 

God authorizes (which includes the right and the ability to prophecy 

along with the promise of divine protection from harm) two witnesses 

to preach for approximately three and a half years in humility and in 

mourning. The two witnesses are evangelists, ambassadors for God 

and heralds for the King.  They take their responsibilities to God 

seriously. 
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6. POWER AND ABILITY 
 

REVELATION 11:4 These are the two olive trees 
and the two lamp stands that stand before the 
Lord of the earth. 

 

a. The connection between olive trees and lamp stands is oil.  Olive 

oil comes from olive trees.  Olive oil was valuable to Israel and one of 

its most important uses is supplying fuel for lamp stands. 
 

Zechariah, Chapters 3 and 4 describe the images of lamp stands and olive 
oil.  (Ryrie footnotes are most helpful. Ryrie Study Bible, p. 1418, footnote 
for Zechariah 4:12 and 4:14) Zechariah pictures the power of the Holy Spirit 
represented by olive oil.  REVELATION 11 teaches that the two witnesses 
operate by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The filling of the Holy Spirit is required for legitimate witnessing. 
 

b. Oil pictures the filling of the Holy Spirit. The two witnesses 

depend upon the Holy Spiritôs power and the light of their message 

will reach the ends of the earth.  No one will have an excuse for being 

unprepared  when Christ returns.  Every individual has an opportunity 

for salvation by trusting Christ as Savior and every believer has an 

opportunity to execute Godôs plan for his life. 
 

Further information on ñThe Fair Shakeò (equal opportunity for 

salvation for all) is in Teacherôs Appendix. 
 
 

7. PROTECTED BY GOD 

The only protection the two witnesses have is provided by God. Today, 

our protection comes from the same source. 
 

REVELATION 11:5, 6 And if anyone desires to 
harm them, fire proceeds out of their mouth and 
devours their enemies; and if anyone would 
desire to harm them, in this manner he must be 
killed.  These have the power to shut up the sky, 
in order that rain may not fall during the days of 
their prophesying; and they have power over the 
waters to turn them into blood, and to smite the 
earth with every plague, as often as they desire. 

 

a. Equipped with fire, water and plagues. 
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God protects the witnesses until their job is finished. God equipped 

both witnesses with personal flamethrowers, which shoot fire from 

their mouths.  Fire is their weapon against those who want to harm 

them. 
 

b. And more... 
 

1) In addition, God gave the two Witnesses authority to hold back rain 

from the earth and turn water into blood. Finally, Scripture says they 

have the power “to smite the earth with every plague, as often as 

they desire”. 
 

2) Recognition of two basic points is essential for understanding the 

book of REVELATION. a) The events recorded in Chapter 11 are 

prophetic. They will certainly happen sometime in the future. b) The 

events recorded in Chapter 11 are actual, real events and people. 
 

 

B. IDENTITY CRISIS 

 
 

The identity of the witnesses is far less important than the truth God 

wishes them to convey (which is that God supplies witnesses in every 

age), but let us consider the possibilities.  Their identity is not 

something to argue about, but something interesting to consider. There 

are logical reasons for eliminating certain candidates and considering 

others. 
 
 

1. FIRST WITNESS 
 

a. MALACHI 4 clearly identifies the prophet, Elijah, as one of the 

witnesses. 
 

MALACHI 4:4-5 . . . Behold, I am going to send 
you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and terrible day of the Lord. 

 

b. The question is “Who is the other witness?” 

 

2. SECOND WITNESS 
 

a. First possibility: Men living at the time. 
 

1) Since Revelation does not mention either of these men by name, 

there are different theories as to who they might be. One possibility is 

that they are men of the hour living on earth during the Tribulation and 
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that possibility must be considered. However, there are problems. 
 
 

2) It is possible the Two Witnesses are living Tribulation believers who 

fill the vacancy in the office of prophet in the ñspirit and powerò of 

two Old Testament prophets. 
 

b. Two strong objections to the witnesses being believers living in 

the Tribulation. 
 
 

1) First: if the witnesses are living believers who trusted Christ as 

Savior during the first half of the Tribulation, why did they not obey 

Godôs command in MATTHEW 24 to flee to the hills when they saw 

Antichrist set up his image in the temple?  Only immature believers 

would fail to obey that strong command and immature believers would 

not be prepared for the difficult work set before them. 
 

2) Second: if the witnesses are believers living on earth, they are 

relatively new believers.  They could not have had more than three and 

a half years to study Godôs Word. Again, they would not have the 

spiritual maturity to handle the powerful gifts provided by God. 
 

c. Objection to believers from the Church Age 
 

1) The Two Witnesses cannot be well known believers from the 

Church Age (as sometimes taught) because all believers of the Church 

Age are removed from earth at the Rapture. Church age believers are   

busy being evaluated at the Bema Seat in heaven during the 

Tribulation. No Church Age believer would be available for service. 
 

As a reminder, display or draw a simple chart  showing the Bema seat and 
the Tribulation occurring simultaneously. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

2) It is more likely that the Two Witnesses are Old Testament men, 
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tested and found faithful, brought back by the power of God to 

evangelize during the last years of the Jewish Age. Three opinions as 

to their identity dominate this theory. 
 
 
 

3. FAVORITE POSSIBILITIES 
 

a. Enoch and Elijah. 
 

1) Enoch is sometimes identified as the second witness, because Enoch 

and Elijah are the only believers who did not experience death. 
 

2) Problems exist with Enoch as one of the Two Witnesses. 
 

First: while Enoch was on earth he had no experience with the powers 

these two witnesses possess. 
 

Second: the Tribulation is a Jewish Age. Enoch is a Gentile and was 

not a leader during the Jewish Age. The nation Israel did not exist 

when Enoch was alive. 
 

Third: Enochôs translation to heaven by God is a picture or type of the 

Rapture of the Church. He pictures a different age, altogether. The 

Tribulation is the end of the Jewish Age.  It is a future time when God 

turns back to his people, Israel. 
 

Fourth: the temple is a Jewish temple. Jerusalem is a Jewish city. The 

returning King is the Son of David, a Jewish King. A Jewish King has 

Jewish heralds to announce His coming. During the Jewish Age, God 

speaks to the Gentile nations through the Jews. The Jews are 

responsible for spreading the gospel.  As heralds of the Jewish King, 

the Two Witnesses should be Jews. 
 

Fifth: the fact that Enoch is one of only two humans who have gone to 

heaven without experiencing physical death is not a valid reason for 

assuming Enoch is one of the two witnesses. By the time of the 

Tribulation, many Church Age saints will have left earth at the 

Rapture. They, too, have departed without experiencing physical death. 

Enochôs experience is no longer unusual. However, the handling of his 

body (and Mosesô) remains unique. God took care of both. 
 

b. John the Baptist and Elijah. 
 

Many name John the Baptist as the second of the two witnesses 

because Scripture refers to him as the forerunner of the King, or, the 

Kingôs Herald, but there are problems with John, too. 
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First: Though John is Jewish, it is unlikely that he would herald the 

King twice. God told Zachariah that his son (John the Baptist) would 

come in the “Spirit of Elijah” (LUKE 1:16-17; MATTHEW 17:11-

13; JOHN 12:21). John served as herald (ñin the Spirit of Elijahò) at 

the First Advent. There was one earthly herald for the First Advent of 

Christ. There are two different earthly heralds for the Second Advent. 
 

Second: John the Baptist is called the ñfriend of the Groomò(JOHN 

3:25-30), which implies his role as best man at the wedding ceremony 

of Jesus Christ. It is unlikely John would serve as the herald of the 

King and best man for the Bridegroom at the same time. 
 

c. Moses and Elijah. 
 

The third and most probable identity of the second witness is Moses. 
 

Many similarities exist between the previous earthly ministries of 

Moses and Elijah and the power and methods of the two Tribulation 

witnesses. Elijah proclaims his relationship to God by saying, “before 

whom I stand,” and verse 4 in Revelation 11 describes the two 

witnesses as “two lamp stands that stand before the Lord of the 

earth.ò 
 

d. Supporting arguments for Moses. 
 

1) First, God revealed Himself to both Moses and Elijah in the form of 

fire. Moses and Elijah handled the fire of God before: Moses met with 

God on the burning mountain and received the 10 commandments; 

God appeared to Moses in the burning bush; one of the plagues Moses 

called down upon Egypt was burning hailstones and the presence of 

God while Moses led the Israelites at night, was a pillar of fire. Elijah 

called down fire from heaven to burn up the true sacrifice before the 

prophets of Baaléand God took Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind 

with a chariot of fire and horses of fire surrounding him. (II KINGS 

2:11) God tested these two men.  He knows they can be trusted to 

handle their authority, their powers and their personal flame throwers 

wisely during the Tribulation. 
 

2) Can you imagine what you or I might do if we had such weapons?  

We might  zap the first person who insulted us or hurt our feelings. 

Maybe you can think of a few people you would like to zap right now. 

Oh, I know I could not be trusted with a weapon like that. 
 
 

3) Moses turned the Nile River into blood and smote Egypt with many 
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other plagues as God instructed him. These are the same actions taken 

by the two witnesses during the Tribulation. They know how to follow 

Godôs instructions. They can handle fire, water and plagues. 
 

e. Moses and Elijah stood with Jesus Christ on the Mount of 

Transfiguration. 
 

MATTHEW 17:2 And He (Jesus) was transfigured 
before them; and His face shone like the sun, 
and His garments became as white as light (Jesus, 
the Morning Star, wearing His  uniform of glory.) 
And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, 
talking with Him.   

 

Moses and Elijah stood in Christôs glory on the Mount of 

Transfiguration. The two witnesses of the Tribulation reflect the light 

of Christ during spiritual darkness at the end of the Tribulation. 
 

f. Together, Moses and Elijah represent the entire Old Testament. 
 

Jesus spoke of Moses and Elijah in tandem.  When Jesus referred to 

“the Law (Moses) and the Prophets (represented by Elijah)ò or 

“Moses (the law) and the Prophets”( which Elijah represents), He 

covered the entire Jewish Old Testament. The Tribulation is a Jewish 

period. Moses and Elijah encompass Jewish interests. 
 

g. Moses and Elijah are linked together in other portions of 

Scripture. 
 

MALACHI 4:4-5 Remember the law of Moses 
My servant, even the statutes and ordinances 
which I commanded him in Horeb (Mount Sinai) 
for all Israel. Behold, I am going to send you 
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great 
and terrible day of the Lord. 

 

h. Mysteries surround the arrival in heaven of both Moses and 

Elijah. 
 

1) Elijah never experienced physical death, but went to heaven in a 

whirlwind. His body was never buried. 
 

II KINGS 2:11  Then it came about as they were 
going along and talking, that behold, there 
appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
which separated the two of them.  And Elijah 
went up by a whirlwind to heaven.” 

 

2) Though Moses experienced death, only God knows the location of 

his body. 
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DEUTERONOMY 34:5-6 So, Moses the servant 
of the Lord died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word of the Lord. And He (God) 
buried him (Moses) in the valley in the land of 
Moab, opposite Beth-peor; but no man knows 
his burial to this day. 

 

3) Some teach that God can only use as the two witnesses Old 

Testament men who never died.  This is an imagined restriction.  

Neither of these men possess physical bodies at the present time 

anyway.  Both Moses and Elijah are in heaven awaiting resurrection 

bodies  However, it does appear that God protected their physical 

bodies in a special way . . . perhaps to use them again? 
 

 

4. CONCLUSION 
 

a. Moses and Elijah prophesied during their first tour on earth and 

both  were men of great action. During their second tour of duty, they 

will be men of thought based on truth from the Bible. They will 

proclaim the Gospel and speak words which prepare the way for the 

King. It is their most spectacular ministry. 
 

b.  Zechariah describes Jesus Christ coming back to earth with His 

armies, defeating the nations of the world and  parting the Mount of 

Olives from the east  to the west. Angels will be there and Christ will 

bring resurrected believers with Him at the Second Advent. 
 

ZECHARIAH 14:1-5 Behold, a day is coming for 
the Lord when the spoil (profit) taken from you 
will be divided among you. For I will gather all 
the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the 
city will be captured, the houses plundered, the 
women ravished, and half of the city exiled, but 
the rest of the people will not be cut off from the 
city. Then the Lord will go forth and fight 
against those nations, as when He fights on a 
day of battle. And in that day His feet will stand 
on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of 
Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives 
will be split in its middle from east to west (God 
parts the mountains, just as he parted the sea.) by a 
very large valley, so that half of the mountain 
will move toward the north and the other half 
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toward the south. And you will flee by the valley 
of the mountains, for the valley of the mountains 
will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee just as you 
fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah 
king of Judah. Then the Lord, my God, will 
come, and all the holy ones (angels and believers) 
with Him.” 

c. We met the angelic herald previously.  His uniform was a cloud 

accompanied by a rainbow cap. The Human Heralds wear sackcloth, 

the uniform worn by the well-dressed prophet for centuries. 
 

d. REVELATION 11:7-19 gives the final report on the pause between 

the sixth and seventh trumpet judgments. You can familiarize yourself 

with the events by reading ahead. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

We thank You, Father for Your marvelous unveiling of the end-times and 
the resulting confidence it gives us as believers. We thank You for Your 
custom designed plan for each believer and for the power of the Holy Spirit 
who enables Your children to witness for You and glorify Your name. In 
Your Sonõs name, we pray, Amen. 


