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REVELATION 11:7-19 
 

I. TRUMPET’S PAUSE IV 
 

A. FOURTH SUBJECT: TWO WITNESSES 
 

1. THEIR PURPOSE 

2. THEIR  MESSAGE 

a. A Scriptural message 

b. From old fashioned preachers 

c. In three parts 

 

B. THE DEVIL’S CHRISTMAS 
 

1. THE WORLDõS HATRED 

a. Their message causes them to be hated 

b. Their power and ability causes them to be hated 

c. Their invincibility causes them to be hated 

2. VICIOUS MURDER; EVIL CELEBRATION  

a. Background review 

b. The Abaddon connection 

c. Proof of death 

d. Results of hatred 

3. GODõS TRIUMPH 

a. Victory over sick thinking 

b. Victory over death 

c. Proof of life 

d. Which kind of life? 

4. SEVENTH TRUMPET PREVIEW 
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REVELATION 11:7-19 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

During our few moments of silence, remember to confess your sins in preparation 
for the study of Godõs Word. 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for everything You have done for us. You have 
provided everything we could ever need. We are especially grateful for the teaching 
ministry of the Holy Spirit. We ask that He take the things we examine and make 
them understandable.  Thank You for loving us. In Jesusõ name, we pray. Amen. 
 

REVIEW 
 

Vocabulary 

 

1. Four distinct subjects in the pause in the trumpet judgments. 
 

First: An angel carrying an open scroll serving as heavenly herald for the coming 
King, Jesus Christ. 
Second: John eating the little book or scroll. 
 

Third: John measuring the Tribulation Temple.  
 

Fourth: Two Witnesses proclaiming the gospel and serving as earthly heralds for 
the coming King, Jesus Christ. This session continues with the fourth subject. 
 

 

2. Most likely identification of the Two Witnesses. 
 

Moses and Elijah. 
 

Summary 
 

God sends two men to witness to the world in the final three and a half years of the 
Tribulation. These men are referred to as òtwo olive trees and two lamp standsó in 
other parts of Scripture. 
 

God gives these two men the ability to control mighty elements of His creation: fire 
proceeds from their mouths to destroy anyone attempting to stop them; the sky is 
shut up from rain; water is turned into blood, and the earth is smitten with plagues 
at the command of these witnesses. Revelation does not supply the names of the 
two witnesses, but MALACHI 4:4-5 identifies one as Elijah.  The previous lesson 
supported Moses as the most likely candidate for the second witness. 
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I. TRUMPET’S PAUSE IV 
 

We continue with the fourth subject in the comforting pause between the 
sixth and seventh trumpet. Refreshing pauses provide relief from tedious 
judgment descriptions. 

 

A. FOURTH SUBJECT: TWO WITNESSES 

 

  

1. THEIR PURPOSE 

 

a. The purpose of the witnesses is to give the opportunity to learn the 

truth to those remaining on earth during the Great Tribulation. There is 

a spiritual void during the last half of the Tribulation because 

spiritually mature believers in Jerusalem obey God’s command to flee 

to the hills.  There is no one left to proclaim that Jesus Christ died for 

sins and rose again. 

 

MATTHEW 24:15, 16 Therefore when you see 
the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which 
was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, 
(referring to the image of Antichrist in the temple) 
standing in the holy place (let the reader 
understand) then (this is the signal for believers to 
flee) let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains; (Edom, Moab and Ammon)é 

 

MATTHEW 24: 21 For then there shall be a great 
tribulation, (last three and a half years of the 
Tribulation) such as has not occurred since the 
beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall. 

 

b. God calls two men to stand in the gap during the Great tribulation. 

Two humans present a powerful testimony for God in the midst of the 

horror of Antichrist ruling the temple and the city of Jerusalem. 

 

c. Moses and Elijah were Old Testament prophets. It becomes their 

task to present God’s message to the world, again – even if no one  

listens. 
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1) Satan will see to it that every attempt is made to deceive those 

believers who ran to the mountains and make them return to 

Jerusalem. Newscasts will probably claim the Messiah is here. Can’t 

you just see trucks with loud speakers driving around calling  those 

who fled to the mountains to return to Jerusalem to see the Messiah? 

 

2) Believers who return will probably be murdered and become part of 

the great multitude of martyrs mentioned in the previous lesson. 

Believers will still go to heaven even if they disobey the command to 

flee, but believers who study their Bibles will not fall for the lies. 

 
Verses 25 and 26 make reference to òevery eyeó seeing Him. That phrase 
refers to the Second Advent. The Lord Jesus Christ returns to earth  
following the testimony of the Two Witnesses. 

 

2. THEIR  MESSAGE 
 

a. A Scriptural message. 

 

Moses and Elijah come back with Bibles in their hands.  They 

proclaimed truth during their first tour of duty, they do the same during 

their second tour.  Truth from God’s Word is the most valuable treasure 

in the world. Moses and Elijah are crisis personalities who proclaim 

the truth clearly. 
 

b. From old fashioned preachers. 

 

John calls the two witnesses “prophets”. They stand and shout God’s 

Word to anyone who will listen and to some who have no desire to 

hear.  They do not worry about offending people or trying to gather a 

crowd.  In fact, many people will frantically run away. 
 

Display Moses and Elijah symbols. 
 

c. In three parts. 
 

1) First, the witnesses give the gospel. They proclaim the good news 

that Christ died in their place for their sins so that anyone who believes 

in Him will go to heaven. They tell the world that Messiah came over 

2000 years ago. They offer an opportunity for people to change their 

minds and recognize the truth before it is too late. 
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2) Second, they witness against the corruption of Antichrist and his 

false religion. When we remember John’s measuring of the temple at 

the beginning of Chapter 11, we get an idea what their message might 

be. They point to the temple and proclaim publicly that it is worthless. 

Every piece of furniture in the temple pictures the Lord Jesus Christ, 

but Antichrist uses it to glorify himself. He even places an image of 

himself in the middle of the temple and commands worship of that idol 

as god. What blasphemy! The two witnesses expose Antichrist’s lies.  

They declare the true, Biblical significance of the furniture and preach 

loudly against Antichrist and all of his counterfeits. 
 

3) Third, the witnesses proclaim the glorious coming of the King and 

announce the establishment of His Kingdom. They tell the world that 

Messiah is returning as King…soon! 
 

THEY WILL SAY, “THE KING IS COMING! 

THE KING IS COMING!   

CLEAN UP THIS FILTHY PLACE!” 
 
 

4) All the years of waiting are over: the history of the human race is 

coming to an end.  Sin is reaching its highest point and the King of 

Righteousness is coming to claim His throne. 
 

5) The witnesses proclaim, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Repent 

of your unbelief and turn your face to Him.  He is coming, and woe to 

those who do not believe.  Destruction and judgment will be yours.  

Judgment more terrible than any you have seen. Death will be yours 

and your children will not see life. Change your minds!  Believe in the 

true Messiah, the Lord and Savior of the world, Jesus Christ, the 

Righteous!” 
 

Remind students that the third stage of the First Resurrection occurs at the 
Second Advent. 
 
 

STAGE 1 

 

Jesus Christ  is 

resurrected  

from the dead. 

 

STAGE 2 

Rapture of Church Age believers, at 

the end of the Church Age. 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH AGE 

STAGE 4 

Millennium believers (the 

only believers not in 

resurrection bodies) at the 

end of the Millennium.  

 

 

MILLENNIUM 

STAGE 3 

 
Old Testament 

and Tribulation 

believers, at the 

end of the 

Tribulation. 

 

TRIBULATION 
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6) THE FOUR STAGES OF THE FIRST RESURRECTION. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

7) Here is another reason for placing the two witnesses at the end of 

the Tribulation.  If they preached during the first half, there would be a 

3½-year gap between the King’s heralds and the King’s appearance.  

Also, the witnesses will be resurrected after three days and since Old 

Testament saints receive their resurrection bodies at the end of the 

Tribulation, it makes sense that Moses and Elijah receive resurrection 

bodies at the same time as others of their dispensation. 
 

8) When they are on the earth for their second tour of duty, Moses and 

Elijah are resuscitated, not resurrected and are in the same bodies they 

used before: physical bodies, capable of physical death. 
 

9) It is possible the witnesses will be resurrected after their murders, as 

Christ was after three days in the tomb.  It fits  Scripture and coincides 

with the third stage of the first resurrection. 
 

10) Sadly, very few people listen to the witnesses.  God rejecters do 

not like to think about a future judgment and they hate it when 

someone reminds them. The witnesses are not their favorite people. 
 
 

B. THE DEVIL’S CHRISTMAS 
 
 

REVELATION 11:7-10 And when they have 
finished their testimony, the beast that comes up 
out of the abyss (Abaddon) will make war with 
them, and overcome them and kill them (the 
demon leader Abaddon kills the two witnesses).  And 
their dead bodies will lie in the street of the 
great city which mystically is called Sodom and 
Egypt, (The descriptive words òSodom and Egyptó 
refer to the city of Jerusalem; note the next phrase) 
where also their Lord was crucified.  And those 
from the peoples and tribes and tongues and 
nations (the people of the world) will look at their 
dead bodies for three and a half days (dead bodies 
begin to decay after 3 days), and will not permit 
their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb. 

 

1. THE WORLD’S HATRED 
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a. Their message causes them to be hated. 
 

1) Folks like to go about their own business, frantically searching for 

happiness in all the wrong places and pushing out thoughts of a 

righteous God. They enjoy thinking of nothing but themselves.  They 

do not want to be reminded of their own wickedness or told that they 

are going to Hell. 
 

2) Moses and Elijah tell them anyway. For almost three and a half 

years, they deliver a forceful message of judgment, without apology, 

until the world stirs itself up into a frenzy of hatred against them and 

their God. 
 

 

b. Their power causes them to be hated. 
 

1) The world blames Moses and Elijah for the drought of the final 3 ½ 

years. Many will die from lack of water.  The world blames Moses and 

Elijah for the plagues that torture people with diseases. 
 

2) Worst of all, fire proceeds out of the mouths of the two witnesses 

and kills anyone who attempts to harm them.  Many people die this 

way and their relatives do not forgive the Two Witnesses. 
 

 

c. Their invincibility causes them to be hated. 
 

The Two Witnesses cannot be silenced, nothing  gets rid of them until 

God allows it. They are nothing but trouble to people who hate God. 
 
 

 

2. VICIOUS MURDER AND EVIL CELEBRATION 
 

a. Background review. 
 

1) In REVELATION 9, Satan opened the shaft to the Abyss and  

released some terrible demons. Do you remember what they were like? 
 

Be sure students recall the scorpion-locust-demons in REVELATION 9:7-
11. Display symbols for the demonsõ traits and a composite picture of their 
appearance if they looked like the description, then explain the 
characteristics they portray. Review and discuss as necessary for your class. 
 

 

2) Demons from the Abyss were like locusts, scorpions, horses, and 

lions.  Abaddon was their leader. They had faces like men, hair like 

women, and wore crowns that were like gold. 
 

 

*The fact that the demons from the abyss have a leader indicates they 

were organized and knew how to follow orders. 
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*Locusts swarm. 
 

*Scorpion stings hurt for five months without killing.  
               
 

*Men have the ability to plan strategy.                                              
 

*Some women use their attractiveness to be crafty and enticing.                                
 

 *Lions are fierce predators.  
 

*Crowns symbolize victory in battle (but these are counterfeit crowns). 
 

*Iron breastplates signify a protective armor, but not protection 

supplied by Godôs power. 
 

*A sound ñlikeò chariots rushing into battle causes great fear to the 

victims. 
 
 

b. The Abaddon connection. 
 

1) Abaddon is the leader who comes out of the Abyss in 

REVELATION 9.  
 

Point to demons from the abyss, Abaddon and the two dead witnesses. 
Symbols.  
  
2) Abaddon will have power for five months.  He will appear to defeat 

the two witnesses.  He will kill them.  
 

3) Since Abaddon murders the two witnesses at the end of the 

Tribulation, he and his army of locust-scorpion-demons must come out 

of the bottomless pit five months before the end of the Tribulation, 

because the demons’ time is limited to five months. This places the 

fifth trumpet judgment only five months before the end. 
 

  
 

 
 

 
M   

I 

D 

D 

L 

E  
 

HERE 

LAST HALF OF TRIBULATION 

      31/2 YEARS  

One year Two  years 

1/2 Year  

(six months) Three years 

Idol set 

up in 

temple. 

  

Abaddon murders 

the Two 

Witnesses at the 

end of his five 

months. 

That would be  

here. 

E 

N 

D  

 

HERE 

 

Abaddon and 

his demon army 

are released five 

months before 

the end of the 

Tribulation.  

That would be 

here. 
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Tell students to mark the fifth trumpet judgment a little less than half a year 
before the end of the Tribulation: five months.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
 

4) Satan, Antichrist, the False Prophet and Abaddon despise the Two 

Witnesses.  People of the world have been tormented by their preaching. 

The world was forced to listen and the truth was unbearable.  God 

protects His witnesses until their job is complete, then permits Abaddon 

to kill them. 
 

c. Proof of death. 
 

1) The bodies of Moses and Elijah remain on a prominent street in the 

city of Jerusalem for 3 ½ days. I’m sure thousands of T.V. cameras will 

focus on their rotting bodies. How callous.  It is dishonoring to leave a 

dead body out in the open, unburied and exposed to observation as it 

decays. 
 

2) After three days, the two bodies probably smell (like Martha’s brother 

Lazarus.). There is no doubt that the Two Witnesses are dead. 
 

d. Results of hatred. 
 
 
 

1) Hatred for the two witnesses results in an evil celebration.  The world 

goes crazy when the Two Witnesses are murdered and watches with glee 

as the bodies decay in the streets of Jerusalem. Wild celebrations 

explode everywhere.  Friends exchange expensive gifts, co-workers 

throw festive office parties and families cook gourmet meals and put up 

elaborate lights and decorations, all because good teachers of truth are 

dead. How overjoyed people are to be free of these annoying preachers!  

Picture the newspaper headlines and T.V. comments. Imagine the 

reporting! The world’s vicious hatred toward these two men is 

emphasized in the evil celebration. It is the outward expression of decay 

in their hearts. Their celebration is a sick reaction motivated by Satanic 

thinking. 
 

REVELATION 11:10 And those who dwell on the 
earth will rejoice over them and make merry; and 
they will send gifts to one another, because these 
two prophets tormented those who dwell on the 
earth.” 

 

IT IS AN EVIL CELEBRATION: IT COULD BE CALLED  

“THE DEVIL’S CHRISTMAS”. 
 

Display the Devilõs Christmas tree symbol. 
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2) Satan has a counterfeit for almost everything.  Remember the 

temples we studied?  Satan has a counterfeit temple built by Antichrist 

during the Tribulation...and Satan has a counterfeit Christmas! 

 

CHRISTIANS CELEBRATE BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST WAS  

BORN INTO THE HUMAN RACE.  

THE LIVING WORD OF GOD CAME TO EARTH. 

 

SATAN AND HIS PEOPLE CELEBRATE BECAUSE GODLY MEN 

PROCLAIMING TRUTH FROM THE WRITTEN WORD OF GOD  

HAVE BEEN MURDERED. 
 

WHAT A CONTRAST! 
 

3. GOD’S TRIUMPH 
 

a. Victory over sick thinking. 
 

1) It is the sick thinking of the human race that if the source of truth 

can be eliminated, the truth no longer exists.  Killing the messenger 

does not destroy the Truth. God’s Witnesses die, but God’s truth abides 

forever. 
 

2) Memory verse. 

 

JOHN 11:25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me 
shall live even if he dies”. 

 

3) Paraphrase. 
 

Jesus proclaimed clearly and positively that life and resurrection 

reside in Him and that anyone who believes He is who he claims to be 

and did what He says He did, has eternal life and will be resurrected 

unto eternal life even if he dies, physically. 
 
 

 

b. Victory over death. 
 

REVELATION 11:11-14  And after the three and 
a half days the breath of life from God (It is Godõs 
victory) came into them, and they stood on their 
feet; and great fear fell upon those who were 
beholding them. And they heard a loud voice 
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from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” 
And they went up into heaven in the cloud, and 
their enemies beheld them.  And in that hour 
there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the 
city fell; and seven thousand people were killed 
in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and 
gave glory to the God of heaven.  The second 
woe is past; behold, the third woe is coming 
quickly. 

 

Suddenly, with satellite cameras looking right at them, Moses and 

Elijah come back to life for all to see. Think of the emotional effect of 

watching two rotting corpses suddenly stand up obviously filled with 

healthy, vibrant life! 
 

c. Positive proof of life. 
 

1) When they return to life, Moses and Elijah walk around long 

enough for the world to see they are truly alive. Then, God calls from 

heaven for His two witnesses to join Him there. Perhaps it is Stage 3 

of the First Resurrection. 

 

2) Moses and Elijah ascend to heaven riding a chariot of clouds.  By 

this time, Moses and Elijah should be accustomed to the procedure. 

 

d. Which kind of life? 
 

1) Then, the Seventh Trumpet sounds. Immediately there is a great 

earthquake, and 7,000 men are slain.  It is a description of the end of 

the Tribulation. 

 

REVELATION 11:15 And the seventh angel 
sounded and there arose loud voices in heaven, 
saying, “The kingdom of the world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ; and 
He will reign forever and ever.” 

 

2) Moses and Elijah are O. T. believers. Though it is difficult to be 

sure, it seems they receive resurrection bodies at Stage 3 of the First 

Resurrection.  They use the same bodies for both tours of duty: 

physical bodies, capable of dying.  What kind of bodies do they have 

when they come back to life after  Abbadon murders them?  It is very 
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likely they come back in their physical bodies and are resurrected with 

the Tribulation saints at the end of the Tribulation. The timing fits 

Stage 3 of the First Resurrection and the Second Advent. 
 

 

4. SEVENTH TRUMPET 
 

a. The Seventh Trumpet judgment occurs subsequent to or 

immediately following these events. It describes the Second Advent. 
 

Allow your trumpet player to sound seven blasts on the trumpet. 
 

REVELATION 11:15-17 And the seventh angel 
sounded (the Seventh Trumpet) and there arose 
loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of 
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord, 
and His Christ; and He will reign forever and 
forever.” And the twenty-four elders, who sit on 
their thrones before God, fell on their faces and 
worshipped God, saying, “We give Thee thanks, 
O Lord God, the Almighty, who art and who 
wast, because Thou hast taken Thy great power 
and hast begun to reign…”  

 

b. 24 elders appear again and, as always, they are worshipping God. 

This time, they also speak of earth’s activity. 
 

REVELATION 11:18 …And the nations were 
enraged, and Thy (Godõs) wrath came, and the 
time came (later, after the Millennium) for the dead 
(unbelievers are òdeadó) to be judged (at the Great 
White Throne Judgment), and the time to give their 
reward to Thy bond-servants the prophets and to 
the saints and to those who fear Thy name 
(earlier, at Bema Seat), the small and great, and to 
destroy those who destroy the earth (Great White 
Throne judgment).” 

 

c. The Seventh Trumpet describes a scene in heaven.  The 24 elders are 

reporting. They fall down before the throne of God and praise Him for 

the power that had been restrained until now when Christ begins to 

reign. 
 

d. They recognize Jesus Christ, the Creator-King has returned to set up 

His Kingdom. They describe events in human history…from the point 

of view of a third person…and in that description they praise the 
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power and plan of God throughout time. 
 

e. The 24 elders’ praise for the Creator fits the opinion that they are 

angels.  Angels watched as God created earth, they appreciate the 

perfection of the original creation and understand that Satan and 

mankind trashed God’s perfection. Angels rejoice when the Creator 

reclaims what rightfully belongs to Him. 
 

REVELATION 11:19 And the temple of God 
which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of 
His covenant appeared in His temple, and there 
were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals 
of thunder and an earthquake and a great 
hailstorm. 

 

f. We have witnessed this scene before.  REVELATION 6:12-17, a 

description of the Sixth Seal, describes the same event: the return of 

Jesus Christ. Lightning, thunder and an earthquake accompany the 

return of Christ. 
 

g. One of the last judgments in each set of judgments describes the 

same event: the return of Jesus Christ. This supports the assumption 

that the judgments do not follow after each other in chronological 

order, but overlap and describe some of the same events from a 

different viewpoint. It is like fitting together the pieces of a puzzle. 
 

When Scripture introduces a subject, goes on to other subjects for a 

while and returns to supply fresh details concerning the first subject, it 

employs a literary form known as ñthe law of recurrenceò.   
 

Synthetic Bible Studies, Gray, James M., D.D., 1906-1923, Fleming H. 

Revell Company, London and Edinburg, speaks of this law as it is applied 
in the first two Chapters of GENESIS. òHere we meet for the first time a 
peculiarity of the rhetoric of the Holy Spirit with which it is necessary for us 
to become acquainted at once. We shall need to recognize it many times in 
the course of our work, especially in the more difficult books of the prophets, 
and to understand it is vital either to get at the facts or the interpretation of 
them. This peculiarity is defined as the ôlaw of recurrence.õ ó  
 

 

h. Voices, lightning and a great earthquake signal the end of the 

Tribulation. It is the last judgment disaster on earth and seems to be 

simultaneous with the return of Christ. By using the law of recurrence, 

we are able to add details to the description of the Second Advent. 
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Point to the end of the Tribulation on the timeline.          
1) Abaddon and his demons come from the Abyss five months before 

the end of the Tribulation.  
 

2) Three woes, the fifth, sixth and seventh trumpets, are tied together.  
 

3) The Fifth Trumpet judgment reports the escape of the demons from 

the Abyss and is the first woe (REVELATION 9:1-12).   
 

4) The second woe is the Sixth Trumpet  (REVELATION 9:12-13).  
 

5) The third woe is the Seventh Trumpet (REVELATION 11:14-15).   
 

6) The power of the demons lasts five months.  Abaddon murders the 

Two Witnesses and displays their bodies for three days on a street in 

Jerusalem while the world celebrates.   
 

7) The witnesses come back to life after three days. They probably 

take part in Stage 3 of the First Resurrection and receive resurrection 

bodies.  Scripture seems to tell us all these events occur at the end of 

the Tribulation. It makes sense that the Seven Goblet Judgments record 

a third viewpoint of the Tribulation judgments. 
 

8) The Drinking Goblet (vial or bowl) judgments are not covered in 

Scripture until REVELATION 16. Subjects in Chapters 12 and 13 

follow next. We meet some very important characters. 
 

Handcraft: continue pasting emblems of judgments on studentsõ Timeline.  
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

 

Thank You, Heavenly Father, for this study of important characters and 
events.  Your Word is exciting to us and the truth contained within its 
pages is never exhausted.  Your wonders never fail.  We thank You that the 
guidance of Your Spirit enables us to understand the deeper teaching that 
thrills our souls as we learn.  We pray in the name of the Lord of lords and 
the King of kings, Jesus Christ, Our Savior.  Amen. 


