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REVELATION 12:1-17 
 
 

I. SEVEN MAIN CHARACTERS I 
 

A.  A  WOMAN 
 

1. CALLED A “GREAT SIGN” 

2. CLOTHED WITH HEAVENLY ATTIRE 

3. ABOUT TO HAVE A BABY 

4. IDENTIFIED BY HER SUFFERING  

5. IDENTIFIED BY HER CHILD 

6. IDENTIFIED BY HER ACTIONS 

7. IDENTIFIED FURTHER  

8. IDENTIFIED FALSELY 

9. IDENTIFIED ACCURATELY 

 

 

B.  A  DRAGON 
 

1. THE DRAGON IS ALSO A “SIGN” 

2. HE IS CALLED “GREAT” 

3. HE IS DESCRIBED AS RED IN COLOR 

4. HE IS CALLED  A DRAGON 

5.  HE IS DESCRIBED AS HAVING SEVEN HEADS 

6.  IDENTIFIED ACCURATELY 
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C. THE WOMAN‟S  SON 
1. VERSES 4 - 5 

2. WHO IS THIS CHILD? 

 

D. AN ANGEL  

 
1. IDENTIFIED ACCURATELY 

2. IDENTIFIED BY NAME 

3. IDENTIFIED BY OBLIGATION 

4. IDENTIFIED BY ACTIVITY 

5. IDENTIFIED BY VICTORY 

 

E. THE  WOMAN‟S  “OFFSPRING” 

 
1. IDENTIFIED ACCURATELY  

2. IDENTIFIED BY WHAT THEY BELIEVE 

        3. GOSPEL 

        4. SUMMARY 
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REVELATION 12:1-17 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

We take a few moments for confession of sin, if necessary. Then, I will pray 

out loud. 
 

Almighty God, we thank You for the abundance of blessings available to us 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Thank You for the Word of Truth, the most 

valuable treasure in the world.  We ask that the Holy Spirit teach us as we 

study so Truth might be stored in our souls. 
 

 

REVIEW 
 

Vocabulary 
 

Falling Star of the Fifth Trumpet 
 

Back in chapter 9, the fifth trumpet sounded, the shaft of the abyss opened and 
demons came forth. What key event was mentioned before the demons poured out?  
 

REVELATION 9:1 And the fifth angel sounded (the fifth trumpet), and I 
saw a star  from heaven which had fallen  (sometime in the past) to the 
earth; and the key of the bottomless pit was given to him. 
 

 

The falling star pictures Satan’s fall from heaven. Satan receives the key to the 
abyss sometime after his fall (which was at the mid point of the Tribulation) and 

releases demons from the abyss. Connecting the time the demon leader kills 
God’s two witnesses, (at the end of five months of demon activity) the time of 
the Fifth Trumpet can be determined as 5 months before the end of the 
Tribulation. 
 
 

 

 

                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

                                                                     

                                                                   

                                                                                                

 
                                                           
 

Three new characters were introduced in the pause between the sixth and 

seventh trumpets. 
 

 

Fifth
 Trumpet 

SEVEN YEARS OF TRIBULATION 

End Beginning Middle                                               5 

Months 

Before 

end. 

1 YEAR-1 YEAR -1 YEAR-1/2 Year  

3 1/2 YEARS TOTAL  
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First: an angelic herald clothed with a cloud, wearing a rainbow cap, 

gives the gospel message and proclaims the coming of the King 

(REVELATION 10:1,2). 
 

 

Second: two human heralds, whom we believe to be Moses and 

Elijah, dressed in sackcloth proclaim the gospel to those ñcomfortably 

settled downò on earth (unbelievers) and announce the coming of the 

King (REVELATION 11). 
 

God sends Moses and Elijah as evangelists and prophets for the final 

three and a half years of the Tribulation (REVELATION 11:1). Mature 

believers (the remnant of Israel, offspring of the woman, as we will see 

in this session) obey Godôs command to run to the hills when they see 

Antichristôs image in the temple (MATTHEW 24:15-25; REVELATION 

12:6).  Abaddon, leader of the Scorpion-Demon-Locust army, viciously 

murders the Two Witnesses five months before the end of the 

Tribulation (REVELATION 11:7).We studied the record in previous 

lessons. 
 

 

 

I. SEVEN MAIN CHARACTERS I 
 

CHAPTERS 12 and 13 present seven characters who emphasize 

Godôs protection over those faithful to Him. These Chapters are not 

chronological. They leap forward into the corridors of the future and  

look back into the past. The narrative paints a picture of Satanôs 

constant hatred of the Jews, and his final attempt to destroy Israel and 

prevent the Savior from keeping his promises. It is important to 

remember the past in order to understand the future.   
 

Call attention to the fact that there is no timeline on the board for this 
lesson, but remind students of the Seventh Trumpet. 
 

Remember, the Seventh Trumpet describes the Second Advent at the 

end of the Tribulation (REVELATION 11:15-19). 
 

REVELATION 11:19  And the temple of God 
which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of 
His covenant appeared in His temple, and there 
were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals 
of thunder and an earthquake and a great 
hailstorm. 

 

Chapter 12 begins with a scene in heaven and introduces seven 

important characters. 
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A.  A WOMAN 

 Possible Class activities might include 
 

Students might list as many different names for Satan as they can find in 
Chapter 12. The American Standard Translation uses the following names: 
a great red dragon, the dragon, great dragon, serpent of old, the Devil, 
Satan and accuser of our brethren. In other translations different terms are 
used such as: deceiver and slanderer. 
 

Students might also fill in a chart of Satan’s Falls. Students’ Chart should 
be minus labels, teacher’s chart should be labeled. 
 

 

SCRIPTURE COVERING FIRST THREE CHARACTERS. 
 

REVELATION 12:1-6  And a great sign appeared 
in heaven: a (1) woman clothed with the sun, and 
the moon under her feet, and on her head a 
crown of twelve stars; and she was with child; 
and she cried out, being in labor and in pain to 
give birth. And another sign appeared in 
heaven: and behold, (2) a great red dragon 
having seven heads and ten horns, and on his 
heads were seven diadems. And his tail 
swept away a third of the stars of heaven, 
and threw them to the earth, And the dragon 
stood before the woman who was about to 
give birth so that when she gave birth he 
might devour her child. And she gave birth 
to a son, (3) a male child, who is to rule all 
the nations with a rod of iron; and her child 
was caught up to God and His throne.  And 
the woman fled into the wilderness where 
she had a place prepared by God, so that 
there she might be nourished for one 
thousand, two hundred and sixty days. 

 

 
 

 

 

1. CALLED A GREAT SIGN 
 
 

 

 

a. The first character is first in importance. Knowing the woman 

represents Israel is central to understanding many portions of 

Scripture, including the book of Revelation.  That knowledge will 

keep you from a quagmire of  confusion. Because of her importance, 
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extra time is spent establishing the identity of the woman.   
 

REVELATION 12:1 And a great sign appeared in 
heaven: (1) a woman clothed with the sun, and 
the moon under her feet, and on her head a 
crown of twelve stars… 

 

Display the symbol for the woman 
 

b. She is called ña great signò. Some translations refer to her as a 

ñgreat wonderò.  Her activity is on earth, but she is a ñsignò and a 

ñwonderò in heaven.  She is important to God. 
 

Ask if any student has the words “a great wonder” in their Bible. Allow 
them to read the description from their Bible.  The woman is both a “great 
wonder” and a “great sign” because of her relationship to God.    

 

2. CLOTHED WITH HEAVENLY ATTIRE 
 

a. The second phrase tells us the woman is clothed with the sun.  The 

moon is under her feet and she wears a crown of twelve stars.  The 

stars represent the twelve tribes of Israel. The following passages in 

Genesis prove it. In other words ñThe Bible tells us so!ò 
  

GENESIS 15:5  And He took him (Abram) outside 
and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and 
count the stars, if you are able to count them.”  
And He said to him, „So shall your descendants 
be.”(Abraham’s descendants, the children of the 
Nation of Israel, shall be innumerable.) 

 

GENESIS 37:9-10  Now he (Joseph) had still 
another dream, and related it to his brothers, and 
said, “Lo, I have had still another dream; and 
behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars 
were bowing down to me.” And he related it to 
his father and to his brothers; and his father 
rebuked him and said to him, “What is this 
dream that you have had? Shall I and your 
mother and your brothers actually come to bow 
ourselves down before you to the ground (Jacob 
recognizes the symbolism of the sun, moon and stars)?  

b. In Josephôs dream, eleven stars represent Josephôs brothers, who 

became eleven tribes of Israel (Joseph is the twelfth star).  Josephôs 

mother and father (Jacob and Rachael) are the sun and moon. 
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THE WOMAN IS A PICTURE OF 

THE NATION OF ISRAEL. 
 

 

3. ABOUT TO HAVE A BABY 
 

The third phrase reminds us that Israel suffered because of Satanôs 

attempts to prevent Messiahôs birth. Jesus was born in spite of  Satanôs 

opposition. Israel still suffers greatly as a nation. If Satan were able to 

destroy Israel it would be impossible for God to fulfill His promises to 

the Jews. If God does not fulfill His promises to the Jews, He will be a 

liar. A liar cannot be God. Satan would win his war against God, if he 

could annihilate the Jews. Of course, that will never happen. 
 
 

4. IDENTIFIED BY HER SUFFERING  
 

a. In the fourth phrase Scripture compares Israelôs suffering to 

childbirth. Israel actually gave birth twice...to the nation as a whole 

and to the Messiah on an individual basis. Isaiah describes the birth of 

the nation of Israel. 
 

ISAIAH 66:7-8 Before she travailed, she brought 
forth; before her pain came, she gave birth to a 
boy (this applies to the nation, not to Jesus Christ).  
Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such 
things? Can a land be born in one day? Can a 
nation be brought forth all at once? As soon as 
Zion travailed, she also brought forth her sons. 

 

b. Abrahamôs grandson, Jacob, was also called Israel. Israelôs sons (the 

children of Israel) are equivalent to the Nation. In  REVELATION 

12:1, John steps away from telling the events of the Tribulation and  

provides the background for Satanôs hatred of the Jewish people.    

 

c. Israel suffered for 400 years under Pharaoh while being ñbornò into   

a great and powerful nation. Jewish persecution increases in the 

Tribulation as Satan seeks to wipe the Jews off the face of the earth 

(REVELATION 12:4, 5). 
 

REVELATION 12:13 And when the dragon 
(Satan) saw that he was thrown down to the earth 
(middle of the Tribulation), he persecuted the 
woman (Israel) who gave birth to the child 
(referring to Israel as a Nation). 
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d. VERSE 13 describes Anti-Semitism, the horrible attitude of hating 

and persecuting Jews only because they are Jews.  Anti-Semitism is 

more prominent during the Tribulation than at any other time in 

history, because Satan recognizes his time is short.  The entire world, 

prompted by Satan, displays unheard of cruelty toward the woman 

(Israel) during the last half of the Tribulation. 
 

 

 

5. IDENTIFIED BY HER CHILD 
 

a. Her child, spoken of here, is a Son who is to rule all the nations 

with a rod of iron (Read: REVELATION 12:2). He could be no 

other than Jesus Christ, born a Jew of Israel and destined to rule all 

nations with perfect justice symbolized by a rod of iron. 
 

REVELATION 19:15-16 And from His (Jesus’)
mouth comes a sharp sword (God’s Word), so that 
with it He may smite the nations; and He will 
rule them with a rod of iron; He has a name 
written, KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS. 

 

PSALM 2:9  Thou shalt break them with a rod of 
iron, Thou shalt shatter them like earthenware. 

 

REVELATION 2:27 And He shall rule them with 
a rod of iron… 

 

b. Her Son, Jesus Christ, is caught up to God and His throne.  
 

MARK 16:19:  “So then, when the Lord Jesus had 
spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, 
and sat down at the right hand of God.” 

 

ISRAEL IS CLEARLY THE NATION  

FROM WHICH CHRIST CAME. 
 

ROMANS 9:4,5 …who are Israelites…from 
whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is 
over all… 

 

6. IDENTIFIED BY HER ACTIONS  
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a. The woman runs to the wilderness in obedience to Godôs command 

(REVELATION 12:14) when the image of Antichrist appears in the 

temple. 144,000 Jews, 12,000 from each of Israelôs tribes is a big 

chunk of the nation of Israel and they are joined by others. 
 

b. The 144,000 are protected by God for one thousand, two hundred 

and sixty days (three ½ years: the exact time of the last half of the 

Tribulation.) 
 

 

 

7. IDENTIFIED  FURTHER 
 

a. Everything surrounding the woman is Jewish. The Tribulation is a 

Jewish Age.  CHAPTER 11 revealed the open temple in heaven and 

the Ark of the Covenant, both of which are distinctly Jewish.  Events 

connected with the woman are events identified with Israel (birth of 

Jesus, Satanic persecution, flight to the wilderness). 
 

b. The fact that she is a woman speaks of Israel.  Scripture refers to 

Israel as the ñwife of Jehovah.ò  (ISAIAH 54:5)  HOSEA depicts 

Israel as Jehovahôs unfaithful wife, as do sections of Ezekiel.  

(EZEKIEL 16:32) 
 

8. IDENTIFIED FALSELY 
 

a. Some ñwild and crazy theoriesò.    
 

Frankly, these are blasphemous ideas, but it is important to be aware of 

the most popular false teachings so they will not take us by surprise. 
 

b. Christian Science theory. 
 

The Church of Christian Science claims the woman is Mary Baker 

Patterson Glover Eddy, founder of the Christian Science religion. Mrs. 

Eddy is supposedly the woman and the man/child born to her is the 

doctrine of Christian Science. (One thing is certainly true: the 

teachings of Christian Science are born from Mary Baker Glover Eddy 

ï she cooked it up in her own mind, all right.)  She erroneously 

identifies the dragon  (in verses 14-15) as the ñmortal mindò. 
 

c. Roman Catholic theory. 
 

1) The Catholic theory makes sense at first, but soon totally departs 

from Scripture.  Roman Catholic theology says the woman is the 

Virgin Mary and that she ñhas enjoyed her assumption into heaven.ò 

The word ñassumptionò implies a human being has ascended to heaven 
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in a permanent resurrection body. Scripture teaches Mary died as all 

humans die and is presently waiting to receive her resurrection body at 

the end of the Tribulation (third stage of first resurrection). 
 

2) There is only One human in glory today with a permanent 

resurrection body: that man, Christ, Jesus, the ñfirst fruitsò or the 

One resurrected at stage 1 of the first resurrection. 
 

d. A third theory. 
 

A third theory claiming the woman is the Church is the most 

dangerous of all. This theory, known as ñReplacement Theologyò  (that 

is, replacing Israel with the Church) fails to distinguish between Israel 

and the Church and creates a magnitude of confusion concerning 

Godôs promises to Israel. It is the basis for many erroneous teachings 

among cults and false religions. Proof that it is incorrect is that The 

man/child is obviously Jesus Christ. It cannot be anyone else. The 

ñwoman representing the Churchò is backwards. Christ gave birth to 

the Church: the Church did not give birth to Jesus Christ. (ROMANS 

11:11-15, 25-27) 
 

The time lapse principle of hermeneutics is very clear in connection with 
these events. Point to the time of the birth of the nation of Israel on a 
separate timeline.  Three things are required of a nation: people, land and a 
constitution.  Israel became a people at the time of Abraham. They received 
land at the time of Joshua and a constitution under Moses’ leadership. 
Distinguish the time of the birth of the woman’s man-child (birth of Jesus 
Christ) from the birth of the nation. Then, to show the amount of time 
between the events, point to the time when Israel flees to the hills in the 
second half of the Tribulation. This is a perfect example of the time lapse 
principle. Scripture reports all these events as if they are close together. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THREE EVENTS SEPARATED BY THOUSANDS OF YEARS SEEM CLOSE TOGETHER 

Abraham, Joshua  

and Moses. 

2. BIRTH OF 

CHRIST 

3. FLIGHT TO 

THE HILLS 

2,000 year Jewish Age with  

7 years missing. 

Last 7 years of Jewish Age, 

the Tribulation 

1. BIRTH OF  

THE NATION 

Second half First half 

2,000 +  

Church Age 

between. 
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9. IDENTIFIED ACCURATELY 
 

THE WOMAN IS CORRECTLY IDENTIFIED AS  

THE NATION OF ISRAEL 
 

B. A DRAGON 
 

 

REVELATION 12:3 And another sign appeared 
in heaven; and behold, (2) a great red dragon 
having seven heads and ten horns, and on his 
heads were seven diadems.  

 

 

1. THE DRAGON IS ALSO A “SIGN” 
 

He is not a literal dragon.  Scripture reports that, like the woman, he is 

a sign of something bigger. 
 

2. HE IS CALLED “GREAT” 
 

Certainly no virtuous greatness is intended or implied, the dragonôs 

greatness is evil. The emphasis is on the wide scope of his authority 

connected with the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation. 
 

3. HE IS DESCRIBED AS “RED” IN COLOR. 
 

Red is the color of blood.  It speaks of war, death, sin and bloodshed.  

The dragon has no regard for human life. JOHN 8:44 tells us Satan 

was a murderer from the beginning. 

 

4. HE IS CALLED A DRAGON 
 

a. In the ancient world, dragons were frightening, mythical creatures; 

snakelike reptiles, sometimes able to fly. They were the exact opposite 

of virtuous heroes.  Scripture identifies the dragon as the enemy of all 

that is good.  He is Godôs enemy and manôs.  The dragon pictures 

Satan, the special enemy of Godôs chosen people, the Jews.  He began 

his war against mankind with the lying hiss of a serpent and as he 

feeds his hatred throughout history, displays traits more and more like 

a vicious, fire-breathing dragon. He is my enemy. If you are Godôs 

child, he is your enemy. Frankly, he is no oneôs friend. 
 

b. During the Great Tribulation, Satan abandons all finesse and 
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displays full-blown evil. He is frantic to destroy Godôs promises, 

Godôs creation, and the solid, unchanging truth of Godôs Word.  If he 

accomplishes his goal, it would be possible to achieve what he most 

desires ï the throne of heaven. Of course, that will never happen. 
 
 

4. HE IS DESCRIBED AS HAVING SEVEN HEADS. 
 

a. Seven means full and complete.  ñHeadsò speak of authority in 

intellectual prowess. Satan is (fully and completely) smart and 

powerful in all areas of evil.  EZEKIEL 28:12-19 tells us that Satan 

was created ñ. . . full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.ò  In the 

beginning, Satan possessed true intellect, but his knowledge distorted 

into sly thinking and craftiness.  Do not think for one minute Satan has 

lost his ability to plan.  He is not a creature out of control on a killing 

frenzy: he is a genius, cunningly seeking to organize the world to suit 

his evil design.  He pools his wicked resources against his hated 

enemy ï the woman Israel, who is greatly loved by God. 
 

b. On his seven heads are ten horns. Horns signify power. Ten horns 

point to the Revived Roman Empire (a ten-nation confederacy, 

consisting of ten nations from the original list of members of the 

Roman Empire), the center of Satanôs power during the Tribulation. 

We will hear more about this empire later.  Satan exerts great power in 

the world through his puppet dictator of the Roman Empire, Antichrist. 
 

c. Each of his seven heads wears a crown.  The Greek word for 

crown, here, is ñdiademò symbolizing ña kingly crownò. The dragonôs 

crowns point to authority primarily won in conflict, although it seems 

three nations voluntarily  give him their authority. The word ñcrownò 

is used in connection with the Dragon, the Beast and Jesus Christ 

(REVELATION 12:3; 13:1; 19:12). The Dragon and the Beast hold 

temporary authority. Christôs ñkingly crownò is His inherent right, 

forever. 
  

6. IDENTIFIED ACCURATELY 
 

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THIS DRAGON  

CLEARLY IDENTIFY HIM AS SATAN. 
 

REVELATION 12:4a And his (Satan’s) tail swept 
away a third of the stars (angels) of heaven, and 
threw them to the earth.  



    13       First Five Characters                                                        REVELATION 12: 1-17 SEVEN MAIN CHARACTERS I 

 

Verse 4 is a description of the prehistoric conflict when Lucifer (who became 
Satan) rebelled against God. 1/3 of all angels joined him in rebellion. His 
angels became fallen angels or demons. Those who stayed with God are holy 
or elect angels.) Other helpful Scripture: DANIEL  8:23-29; JUDE 6. 
 

C. THE WOMAN‟S SON 
 

 

Display the symbol for the  Woman’s Son. Read verse 2 and skip verse 3. 
 
 

 

REVELATION 12:2 . . . and she was with child; 
and she cried out, being in labor and in pain to 
give birth… 

 
 

 

1. VERSES 4 AND 5 REVELATION 12:4b-5  

REVELATION 12:4-5 And the dragon (Satan) 
stood before the woman (Israel) who was about 
to give birth, so that when she gave birth he 
might devour her child (get rid of the Messiah and 
the nation of Israel). And she gave birth to a son, 
(3) a male child (Jesus Christ), who is to rule all 
the nations with a rod of iron; (in the Millennium) 
and her child (Jesus) was caught up to God and to 
His throne (reference to Jesus Christ’s ascension into 
heaven following His resurrection). 

 

From verses 4 and 5 we discover  the 2nd  character, the dragon (Verse 

3) has a real problem. He exhibits a terrible disposition  and cannot 

control his temper. Verse 6 explains more about the woman. 
 

REVELATION 12:6 And the woman (Israel) fled 
into the wilderness (in the middle of the Tribulation, 
when the image of Antichrist was placed in the temple, 
Israel fled at the command of God) where she had a 
place prepared by God, (the mountains of the 
wilderness) so that there she might be nourished 
(protected) for one thousand two hundred and 
sixty days (exactly three and a half years…the last 
half of the Tribulation).  

 

2. WHO IS THIS CHILD ? 
 

HE IS THE CHRIST CHILD, BORN TO THE NATION ISRAEL, 

WHO WILL RULE ALL NATIONS WITH A ROD OF IRON. 
 

SATAN HARBORS A UNIQUE HATRED FOR THE CHILD 
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BECAUSE SCRIPTURE PREDICTS SATANôS DEFEAT COMES 

THROUGH THIS VERY CHILD. 
 

GENESIS 3:15 And I will put enmity between 
you and the woman (Eve) and between your seed 
(Satan’s seed…unbelievers are the seed of Satan) and 
her seed; (Jesus Christ is the seed of the woman 
because He is the only One born without the 
participation of a man). He (Jesus Christ) shall 
bruise you (Satan) on the head, (a death blow) and 
you shall bruise Him on the heel (a less than fatal 
blow…Christ’s death on the cross only bruised and did 
not permanently defeat Jesus Christ). 

 

D. AN ANGEL 
 

Display symbols for the archangel Michael and the war between Michael 
and Satan. 
 

REVELATION 12:7, 8 And there was war in 
heaven, (4) Michael and his angels waging war 
with the (2) dragon. And the dragon and his 
angels waged war, and they (the dragon and his 
demons) were not strong enough, and there was 
no longer a place found for them in heaven. 

 

 

1. IDENTIFIED ACCURATELY  

JUDE 9 But Michael the archangel, when he 
disputed with the devil and argued about the 
body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against 
him a railing judgment, but said, “The Lord 
rebuke you.” 

 

2. IDENTIFIED BY NAME 
 

Michael means, ñWho is like Godò.  He  is the only angel identified as 

an archangel, however the prophet Daniel implies there are more.  
 

DANIEL 10:13 But the prince of the kingdom of 
Persia was withstanding me for twenty-one 
days;  then behold, Michael, one of the chief 
princes, came to help me, for I had been left 
there with the kings of Persia.  
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3. IDENTIFIED BY OBLIGATION 
 

Michael has a special obligation as Israelôs guardian (DANIEL 10:21). 
 

DANIEL 12:1 Now at that time Michael, the great 
prince who stands guard over the sons of your 
people  (“Sons of your people” refers to Israel). 

 
 

4. IDENTIFIED BY ACTIVITY 
 

a. The act of throwing Satan out of heaven is in Israelôs interest. It is 

part of Michaelôs job description as Israelôs protector.  
 

b. Michael is involved in a war in heaven. Imagine, war in heaven!  It 

is an oxymoron. What horrible thing could cause war in heaven?  It is 

part of the angelic conflict. 
 

c. Today, Satan goes into Godôs throne room and tattles on believers 

(JOB 1 and 2; ZECHARIAH 3:1-7; LUKE 22:31). Satan enjoys that 

activity and does not want to give it up. During the Tribulation, he 

fights viciously to retain access to heaven so he can continue to accuse 

believers. That privilege is removed in the middle of the Tribulation. 
 

5. IDENTIFIED BY VICTORY 
 

Michael throws Satan and his angels out of heaven and  Satan is 

confined to earth for three and a half years: Tribulationôs final years. 
 

REVELATION 12:9-12 And the great dragon was 
thrown down, the serpent of old who is called 
the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 
world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his 
angels were thrown down with him. And I heard 
a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the 
salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of 
our God and the authority of his Christ have 
come, for the accuser of our brethren has been 
thrown down, who accuses them before our God 
day and night. And they overcame him because 
of the blood of the Lamb and because of the 
word of their testimony, and they did not love 
their life even to death. For this reason, rejoice, 
O heavens and you who dwell in them. Woe to 
the earth and the sea (Jews and Gentiles) because 
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the devil has come down to you, having great 
wrath, knowing that he has only a short time.  

(Michael is mentioned five times in the Bible: Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1; 

Jude 9; Rev. 12:7.) 
 
 

 

 

E. THE WOMAN‟S “OFFSPRING” 

  
 

REVELATION 12:13-17  And when (2) the 
dragon saw that he was thrown down to the 
earth, he persecuted the (1)woman who gave 
birth to the (3) male child.  And the two wings of 
the great eagle were given to the woman, in 
order that she might fly into the wilderness to 
her place, where she was nourished for a time 
and times and half a time, (3 ½  Years) from the 
presence of the serpent.  And the serpent poured 
water like a river out of his mouth after the 
woman, so that he might cause her to be swept 
away with the flood (could this be Satan’s 
counterfeit of God’s flood?).  And the earth helped 
the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and 
drank up the river which the dragon poured out 
of his mouth.  And the dragon was enraged with 
the woman, and went off to make war with (5) 
her offspring (here’s our subject), who keep the 
commandments of God and hold to the 
testimony of Jesus.  

Again, the dragon exhibits his extreme irritability. He persecutes the 

woman and when she is saved from his grasp, he is infuriated. I 

believe he has lost his temper. Heôs having a temper tantrum! 
 

1. IDENTIFIED ACCURATELY 
 

 

The womanôs ñoffspringò is referred to as ñthe remnantò or ñher seedò 

in other translations. 
 

Display the symbol for the woman’s offspring. 
 
 

2. IDENTIFIED BY WHAT THEY BELIEVE 
 

ñOFFSPRINGò OR ñREMNANTò REFERS TO THE 144,000 

WITNESSES PLUS OTHERS WHO BELIEVE IN CHRIST 

DURING THE TRIBULATION. 
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3. GOSPEL 
 

ñHer offspringò is a reference to those who are her children by faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior as a result of the 144,000 

Jewish witnesses during the first half of the Tribulation. 

ZEPHANIAH gives a clear definition of the remnant or offspring of 

Israel. 
 

ZEPHANIAH 3:13 The remnant of Israel 
(offspring of the woman) shall not do iniquity, nor 
speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be 
found in their mouth (they are true, mature bond-
servants, desiring to serve their master): for they 
shall feed and lie down ( like sheep following their 
Shepherd), and none shall make them afraid 
(knowledge of God keeps them from being afraid). 
(KJV)  

 

4. SUMMARY  
 

(Teacher may choose to read the following summary to class.) 
 

Israel (the Woman) has three and a half years of relative peace during 

the Tribulationôs first half and three and a half years of horrible 

persecution during the Tribulationôs second half.  

Antichrist (the beast from the sea) breaks the treaty with Israel in the 

middle of the Tribulation and sets his image in the temple, forcing 

Israel to worship him.  

 In the middle of the Tribulation, mature believers (144,000, the 

woman plus her mature offspring from the first half of the Tribulation) 

obey Godôs command to flee Jerusalem and seek refuge in the 

mountains. 

At the same time, war breaks out in heaven between Michael and his 

angels and Satan and his demons.  Michael, Godôs archangel, wins the 

war and kicks Satan and his demons out of heaven.  Satan arrives on 

earth with only 3½ years remaining to fight for his eternal destiny.  He 

indwells the beast from the sea who yields to his will, combines forces 

with the False Prophet (the beast from the land) and uses them to fight 

for control of earth and the throne of heaven. 
 

Though destined to lose, Satan is so full of arrogance, hatred and 

desperation he employs every evil trick in his attempt to out maneuver 

God.  Though he cannot ultimately win, he aims his anger toward 
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Godôs people, unleashing all of his malice and fury against those who 

have chosen to be on Godôs side. 
 

He fumes at Israel and persecutes those who love Israelôs God.  He is 

full of hate. He cannot get along with anyone. He attempts to destroy 

Godôs people with an overwhelming flood (Since he is such a copy-cat, 

this could be a counterfeit of Godôs flood in Noahôs day), but God 

protects His own and brings them through the Tribulation. 

 

Close with the following challenge, if relevant to your class. 
 

Chapters 7-10 of the book of Jeremiah contain a report of  one of the 

worst times in Jewish history. The prophet Jeremiah had the unpleasant 

task of proclaiming to rebellious Jews involved in Baal worship, 

idolatry and syncretism that they were going to experience judgment  

because of their attitude. Around 621 B.C. Jeremiah delivered his 

famous temple speech, railing against ritual without meaning and 

denouncing Israel for lack of confidence in the One, True God. 

Jeremiah was very much like our two witnesses. He informed Israel  

that  nations can be preserved from judgment if there exists a small 

ñremnantò of believers responding to God and His Word. If the 

remnant is too small within a nation, discipline will be administered. 

GENESIS 12:1-3; LAMENTATIONS 3:19-21. *PSALM 119:38; 49-

52: ROMANS 4:16-18; *JEREMIAH 17:7. 

Every age requires a remnant (a group of faithful advancing believers). 

Are we depending on God, today? Are we part of the remnant in 

the USA that can save our country? Do we believe God will fulfill 

His promises? Is our trust and confident expectation in God and 

God alone? If so, we can be the means of preserving our nation 

from judgment.  What a glorious purpose! 
 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Thank You, God, for the things we have studied in this lesson and for the 
Holy Spirit who enables us to understand. Thank You, also, for the security 
we have in knowing You protect Your children even in times of great 
trouble. Thank You for Your mercy, Your grace, and Your love. I thank 
You, especially Father for young people who love Your Word. In Jesus’ 
Name, we pray. Amen. 

 


