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REVELATION 13:11 -18 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

We will take our usual moments of silence then I will pray out loud. 
  
Dear Heavenly Father, We Thank You for Your wonderful Word and for Your Spirit 
who teaches us as we study. We pray that He will take the Truth we examine in this 
study and make it understandable so we can use it to live in Your plan. 

 

REVIEW 
 

 

THE FIRST BEAST FROM  PREVIOUS LESSON 

 
The first beast, the one out of the sea is a wild, vicious, political ruler known as 
Antichrist. He is the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation. He is 
Satanõs willing puppet during the first three and a half years, because of his 
insatiable lust for power. Satan gives him full power for a short time (the final three 
and a half years) and he exerts authority over all the earth. Literally, Satan is living 
through this human power in a òpuppet likeó situation. Cruel and wicked beyond 
imagination, he murders the saints of God.  Religion is his favorite mode of 
deception.  

 
 

I. SEVEN MAIN CHARACTERS III  
 
 

Chapter 12 examined five out of seven Tribulation characters and the actions 

of each one. Chapter 13 adds the final two characters: a pair of wild beasts. 
  

 

In the Tribulation Satan works through two human beings: his puppet and his 

pawn. Both are ferocious ñbeastsò in the true sense of the word.. The first beast 

is the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire. We examined him in the 

previous lesson.  
 

 

The first verse of Chapter 13 recounted Satan positioning himself on earthôs 

seashore after his expulsion from heaven.  It gave him an excellent vantage 

point from which to watch both beasts rise to power éone ascending from the 

Gentile nations (pictured by the sea) and the other coming from the nation of 

Israel (pictured by the earth). 
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REVELATION 13:1 And he ( Satan, the dragon 
from Chapter 12) stood on the sand of the seashore 
(double meaning, here: òable to view the land and the 
sea as well as the Jews and Gentilesó). 

 

The first part of CHAPTER 13, verses 1-10 described the First Beast, 

Satanôs puppet. REVELATION 13:11-18 deals with the second beast, 

Satanôs pawn, the one out of the earth.  

 

A. THE BEAST OUT OF THE EARTH  

 
 

 

REVELATION 13:11 And I saw another (a 
different) beast coming up out of the earth 
(signifying a Jewish background); and he had two 
horns like a lamb, and he spoke as a dragon. (He 
passes himself off as a gentle lamb, but he speaks  with 
Satanõs voice.) 

 

He is disguised as a lamb, but speaks with the hiss of the serpent.  He 

is typical of a false prophet. 
  

MATTHEW 7:15 Beware of false prophets, who 
come to you in sheepõs clothing, but inwardly 
are ravenous wolves.  

False prophets deliberately cover themselves with sheepôs clothing, 

because they wish to hide their true character. On the outside, they 

exhibit sweetness and light while the desire of their hearts, to consume 

and rip apart victims like bloodthirsty wolves, is concealed.   
 

 

 

1. THE DESCRIPTION  
 

 

Display the false prophet symbol. 
 

a. Different from first beast. 
 

Identifying the first beast makes recognition of the second  beast less 

difficult. The first is Satanôs puppet, the Gentile, Antichrist, in whom 
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Satan takes up residence.  The second beast (from the earth) is the 

Jewish, false prophet who signs the treaty with Antichrist. He is moved 

about by Satan like a pawn on a chessboard during the Tribulation.  
 
 

REVELATION 13:12 And he (the false prophet) 
exercises all the authority of the first beast in his 
presence.  And he makes (in his role as counterfeit 
holy spirit) the earth and those who dwell in it to 
worship the first beast (the dictator of the Revived 
Roman Empire), whose fatal wound was healed 
(the revival of the Roman Empire). 

 

b. Counterfeit holy spirit.  
 

1) The second beast constantly directs attention to the counterfeit 

messiah, Antichrist, in his role as the counterfeit holy spirit. 
 

REVELATION 13:13 And he ( second beast)
performs great signs, so that he even makes fire 
come down from heaven to the earth (counterfeit 
miracles) in the presence of men (to attract menõs 
attention). 

2) The second beast performs miracles to attract menôs attention. 
 

REVELATION 13:14 And he deceives those who 
dwell on the earth  (unbelievers) because of the 
signs which it was given him to perform in the 
presence of the beast (impressive counterfeit 
miracles), telling those who dwell on the earth 
(unbelievers) to make an image to the beast, who 
had the wound of the sword (appeared to be dead) 
and has come to life ( this seems to support a 
counterfeit death and resurrection of the first beast, but 
donõt forget, if so, it is  phony). 

 

 

2. THE IMAGE  
 

Display the image of the first beast that will be displayed in the temple (òthe 
abomination leading to desolationó) symbol. 
 

a. The second beast, the one from the earth, inspires and encourages 

followers of the first beast to set up an image of the first beast in the 

Jewish temple in the middle of the Tribulation and worship it as god. 
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Then, something happens that is  remarkable.  
 

(VERSE 15) And there was given to him (second 
beast) to give breath to the image of the beast 
( first beast), that the image of the beast might 
even speak and cause as many as do not worship 
the image of the beast to be killed.  

Display the image of the beast as he is speaking. 
 

b. The combined satanic power of the two beasts is so great they make 

the idol appear to have life. This is not hard to imagine with the 

technology available, today.  Special illusions must be effectively 

employed to make the image move, speak and seem alive. Scripture 

does not say the image receives lifeéonly a breathing apparatus and 

the ability to speak: the ñappearanceò of life, like a robot. It is a very 

excellent counterfeit. 
  
c. The two beasts combine forces and command the world to worship 

the first beastôs image in the temple.  
 

d. In the Old Testament, God cured Israel of her tendency to worship 

idols. The beastsô  heretical command to worship an idol, however 

lifelike it may be, could cause many Jews to recognize Satanôs 

deception  and become believers in Jesus Christ. 
 
 

 

 

3. THE SUMMARY  
 

Call attention to the unholy trinity symbols placed in a triangle shape. 
 

Satan, Antichrist and the False Prophet serve as Satanôs masterpiece 

counterfeit: his copy of the Holy Tri-unity of Almighty God.  Satan 

counterfeits God the Father.  Antichrist counterfeits God the Son and 

The False Prophet counterfeits God the Holy Spirit.  We call this 

counterfeit the ñunholy trinityò.  
 

The first beast, the beast from the sea, is the political ruler of Satanôs 

counterfeit kingdom, the Tribulation. He  copies the King of kings, the 

perfect Dictator of the world, the Lord Jesus Christ. Though a few 

problems exist the first beast is probably ñinstead ofò Christ. Satan 

resides in him. Thus, he is Satanôs puppet.   
 

The second beast, from the land, is the False Prophet, the Jewish high 
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priest who signs the treaty with the political Antichrist at the beginning 

of the Tribulation.  He is subordinate to and supportive of the first 

beast. Together, they employ religion to penetrate all nations...far 

beyond the boundaries of their initial influence. They conquer the 

world through religion and power.  
 

Antichrist turns on the beast out of the earth when he has fulfilled his 

usefulness. The beast out of the earth is antichrist probably meaning 

ñagainst Christò.  Since Satan moves him around at will, he is Satanôs 

pawn. 
 

 
 

 

The following verses in Revelation help with the final destination of  

Satan and the two beasts. REVELATION 16:13; 19:20; 20:10 
 

 
 

 

 

 

B. MARK OF THE BEAST  
 

 

The two beasts cooperatively devise a plan for recognizing their 

followers and identifying their opponents. The whole one-world 

government will operate under the first beastôs number system. 
 
 

REVELATION 13:16 -18  And he (the beast out of 
the earth, the false prophet) causes all, the small and 
the great, and the rich and the poor, and the free 
men and the slaves (no one is left out) to be given a 
mark on their right hand, or on their forehead, 
and he provides that no one should be able to 
buy or to sell, except the one who has the mark, 
either the name of the beast or the number of his 
name. Here is wisdom. Let him who has 
understanding calculate the number of the beast, 
for the number is that of a man; and the number 
is six hundred and sixty -six. 

 

Teacher should write on the board in large numbers: 666. 
 
 

1. DEFINITION  
 
 

a. An identifying mark placed on the right hand (signifying authority) 

or on the forehead (the thinking part of the soul: also authority) 

proclaiming to the world that the individual wearing the mark 
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willingly submits to the authority and thinking of the beast.   
 

b. The mark of the beast  is another of Satanôs counterfeits: a copy of 

Godôs seal of authority and protection. Cain was protected by Godôs 

mark (GENESIS 4:15), so no one would kill him.  

 

c. Believers of the Church Age are protected and sealed by Godôs 

Spirit (II CORINTHIANS 1:22; PSALM 34:7;17 ). God also seals 

144,000 Jewish witnesses (REVELATION 9:4 ) and two witnesses 

from heaven (REVELATION 11:3, 4 ) and protects them through the 

Tribulation. Satanôs conniving nature compels him to counterfeit Godôs 

seal.  
 
 

 

2. SUMMARY  
 

Two beasts join forces requiring  a visible mark on the body of the 

followers of the first beast.  The mark is Satanôs counterfeit or copy of 

the seal of the Holy Spirit.  The beasts have neither the desire nor the 

power to protect their servants, but the mark enables them to execute 

those without it.  This mark would seem to be clearly visible as the 

beastôs followers will display it proudly. Knowing the personality of the 

beastôs followers, we assume they will want to publicly proclaim their 

support of the beast, for they are proud of it. It will also be easier for 

Antichrist to identify his enemies if those who follow him are marked 

out for all to see. For a short time, the world is completely controlled 

by Satan and these two beasts. 
 

 

EVERY PERSON IS REQUIRED TO RECEIVE THE MARK OF 

THE BEAST IN ORDER TO BUY, SELL, WORK, HIRE, GO TO 

THE DOCTOR, GO TO A PARTY OR EVEN GO OUT TO EAT 

DURING THE LAST HALF OF THE TRIBULATION. 

THOSE WHO REFUSE THE BEASTôS MARK WILL 

EVENTUALLY DIE, UNLESS THEY ARE MATURE ENOUGH AS 

BELIEVERS TO STAY IN GODôS PLAN AND WILL. 

 
c. The 666 Card.  
 

Place the 666 Card on display. Large visual is in Teacherõs Appendix. Read 
to students the contents of Antichristõs permit.  
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3. IDENTIFICATION CARDS  

 

a. The United States of America already assigns a Social Security 

number to each newborn baby. The number will be required for 

everything during the individualôs life. (Perhaps it will eventually be 

required as a tattooéon the hand or the forehead?)  It would be 

convenient would it not?  There would be no need for a bunch of cards 

for different purposes and no one would ever need to worry about 

forgetting their number.  
 

b. Many are thrilled by the new idea. The world is willingly heading in 

a direction desired by and helpful to Antichrist in requiring a mark on 

every citizen. The stage is set for Antichrist to exert his evil control. 

Imagine how foolish anyone will sound trying to fight such modern 

improvements! 
 

c. Godôs marks and seals. 
 

The Greek word translated ñmarkò means to ñbrandò or ñmark  out 

something  for ownership and protectionò. It is still a recognized 

practice to place an identifying mark on animals in herds of cattle.  
 


