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REVELATION 14:8-20 

 

 

I.  SIX ANGELS WITH PURPOSE 

  

A. 1ST ANGEL: GRACE BEFORE         

          JUDGMENT 
 

B.   2ND ANGEL: BABYLON‟S     

     JUDGMENT 
 

C.  3RD ANGEL: BEAST WORSHIPPER‟S           
JUDGMENT 

 

D.  MORE THAN AN ANGEL 
 

E.  MORE THAN A MAN 
 

F. 4thANGEL: HARVESTING  JUDGMENT 
 

G. 5TH ANGEL: REAPING JUDGMENT 
 

H. 6TH ANGEL: FIRE JUDGMENT 
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REVELATION 14:8-20 
 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

As usual, we take a few moments for silent prayer to prepare our souls for the 

study of Godôs Word, then I will pray aloud. 
 

We never cease to be amazed, Father, at the wonders of Your Word.  There is 

no other like You.  In Your love, grace, justice and righteousness You have 

provided  everything Your children need to live within Your plan.  Guide us 

now by Your Spiritôs power as we look at some exciting descriptions in this 

final book of Your written message to the world.  In Jesusô name, we pray.  

Amen. 
 

REVIEW 
 

Vocabulary list 
 

Salvation: to be delivered from  something bad to  something good. 
 

Godõs  Salvation: to be delivered from  the Lake of Fire to  heaven. 
 

Gift of evangelism : a special supernatural ability given by the Holy Spirit to draw 
a crowd, hold their attention, present the gospel and receive positive response beyond 
normal.  
  
Godõs ultimate purposes: 1. to secure creatures like Himself who choose to love 
and enjoy Him, forever; 2. to resolve the angelic conflict and 3. to reveal His glory 
(His love and grace). We can only do that when we truly disply our confidence that 
everything we have came from Him ( I CHRONICLES 29:11-13). 
 

Everlasting gospel: the unshakeable ògood newsó that Jesus Christ has done all the 
work necessary for salvation by dying on the cross for our sins. Faith alone in Christ 
alone accomplishes eternal salvation for each individual. 
 

Summary 
 

REVELATION 14:1-7 contained Johnôs eye-witness account of  two important  

proceedings. First:   a melodious, authoritative voice from heaven described 

144,000  pure and faithful witnesses standing on earth with Jesus Christ at His 

Second Coming.  They lived through the Tribulation and appeared with their 

Messiah at the second Advent. They sang a song of worship that only they were 

able to learn. Not one witness from the 144,000 was missing.   
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Second: an High Noon Angel proclaimed the gospel , loudly and 

accurately all over the earth in one 24 hour time period. He is actually 

the first in  our list of six angels with purpose. Letôs look at each of 

them. 
 
 

 

I. SIX ANGELS WITH PURPOSE 
 

 

A. 1ST ANGEL: GRACE BEFORE JUDGMENT 

 

1. THE FIRST ANGEL 
 

The first angel in Chapter 14 is the unmistakable fulfillment of God’s 

promise, in Matthew, that the good news of salvation would be 

declared all over the world before the end. 
  

MATTHEW 24:14 And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in the whole world 
for a witness to all the nations, and then the end 
shall come. 

 

2. THE HIGH NOON ANGEL 
 

The High Noon Angel in verses 5-7 is the first of six angels listed in 

Chapter 14.  Six is man’s number and the message goes out to all 

mankind. He delivers the last call for unbelievers to turn to God 

during the Tribulation.  The High Noon Angel fulfills God’s policy of 

“grace before judgment” as  the following angels emphasize judgment. 
 

THE TIME IS RIGHT.  THE GOOD NEWS IS CLEAR. 
 

 

 

B. 2ND ANGEL: BABYLON‟S JUDGMENT 
 

 

REVELATION 14:8 And another angel, a second 
one (after the High Noon Angel), followed, saying, 
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has 
made all the nations drink of the wine of the 
passion of her immorality.” 

 

 

1. BABYLON 
 

The second angel refers to God’s judgment of Babylon. Babylon 

represents the powerful, false religious system of the Tribulation and 
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the commercial-political systems she produces and promotes. This is 

the first mention of Babylon in the book of REVELATION. Detailed 

description of her judgment is in Chapters 17 and 18. 
 

Teacher may wish to study other Scripture on Babylon: GENESIS 10:10; 
11:19; ISAIAH  13:19-20; JEREMIAH 50-51. And, of course 
REVELATION, Chapters 17, 18. Babylon is a false religious system 
described as a harlot because of her unfaithful relationship with the Lord.  

  

2. DRINKING WINE 
 

ñDrinking the wine of Godôs wrathò is Babylon’s ironically suitable 

payback for inspiring the nations to “drink the wine of her 

immorality” or unfaithfulness against God.  The nations who join her 

share God’s judgment with her. 
 

C. 3RD ANGEL: BEAST WORSHIPPER‟S JUDGMENT 
 

 

REVELATION 14:9-12 And another angel, a 
third one, followed them, saying with a loud 
voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his 
image, and receives a mark on his forehead or 
upon his hand, he also will drink of the wine of 
the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength 
in the cup (drinking goblet?) of His anger; and he 
will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
presence of the holy angels and in the presence 
of the Lamb.  And the smoke of their torment 
goes up forever and ever; and they have no rest 
day and night, those who worship the beast and 
his image, and whoever receives the mark of his 
name.”  Here is the perseverance of the saints 
who keep the commandments of God and their 
faith in Jesus. 

 

1. MARK OF THE BEAST 
 

a. The mark of the beast is the identifying number required by 

Antichrist during the second half of the Tribulation.  Absence of the 

mark of the beast on anyone will essentially be a death sentence. The 

decision to receive or refuse the beast’s mark is a serious and 

significant choice. 
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 (Repeat Verses 9-10). 
 

REVELATION 14:9b-10a “If anyone worships 
the beast…and receives a mark on his forehead 
or upon his hand, he also will drink of the wine 
of the wrath of God…” 

 

b. Just as membership in God’s family and the sealing of the Holy 

Spirit is permanent, we must consider the possibility of that same 

permanent quality for the mark of the beast. The Scriptures cited 

(verses 9 and 10 of REVELATION), indicate receiving the beast’s 

mark announces one’s final decision cementing his destiny.  

Ultimately, humans divide into two distinct groups.  
 

1) The First distinct group is unbelievers. At this time of 

unprecedented evil, it seems that the willingness to receive the mark of 

the beast is tantamount to a final decision to reject God. Like the 

Lamb’s book of life, whoever receives the mark of the beast upon his 

body  (Satan’s counterfeit seal, just as God seals believers) is in 

Satan’s “book of death” and will reside in the lake of fire, permanently. 

They could not receive the wrath of God (three sets of judgment) if 

they were not unbelievers.  
 

PSALM 75:8  For a cup is in the hand of the Lord, 
and the wine foams; it is well mixed and He 
(God) pours out of this; Surely all the wicked of 
the earth must drain and drink down its dregs. 

 

Unbelievers suffering ñin the presence of the holy angels and the 

Lambò (verse 10) is evidently a temporary condition. Permanent 

separation takes place when the new heaven, the new earth and the 

New Jerusalem replace the old.  Source: ñRevelation: Hearing the 

Last Wordò, Levy, David M., c. 1999 
 

2) The Second distinct  group is believers or God’s children by faith in 

Jesus Christ. 
 

 

c. CHAPTER 12 described the remnant or the offspring of the 

woman.   
 

Whoever belongs to God is sealed by the Spirit, clothed in Christ’s 

righteousness and recorded in the Lamb’s book of Life, forever, never 

to be removed or blotted out (Psalm 69:28; Psalm 9:5). 
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REVELATION 20;15 And if anyone‟s name was 
not found written in the book of life, he was 
thrown into the lake of fire (where he must tread 
water forever in a lake burning with fire). 

 

 

2. ENCOURAGEMENT FOR GOD‟S CHILDREN 
 

Finally, John commends virtuous believers for not yielding to 

Antichrist. Virtuous believers are true to the commandments of God 

and faithful to Jesus in the face of death. John knows exactly how it 

feels to be persecuted because of one’s faith.  John identifies with the 

pressure these believers face and  praises those who remain faithful 

(REVELATION 14:12) because they trust Him.  

Do we trust him enough to live our lives His way? 
 

3. JOHN CITES ONE OF 7 BLESSINGS STUDIED EARLIER  
 

REVELATION 14:13  And I heard a voice from 
heaven, saying, “Write, „Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord (believers) from now on!‟ ”  
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from 
their labors, for their deeds (especially their 
willingness to die for their faith) follow with them.” 

 

Believers who die in the Tribulation are blessed.  Their suffering is 

over, they will never  experience pain again.  John reminds those who 

face death that there is a reward for being willing to die for the Lord.  

At death, believers immediately join the Lord in heaven. They are at 

rest. 

PHILIPPIANS 1:23 But I am hard-pressed from 
both directions, having the desire to depart and 
be with Christ, for that is very much better…  

 

D. MORE THAN AN ANGEL 

 
 

 

The first three angels announced coming judgments. Three more 

judgment angels come forth, but something interrupts them at this 

point. A very significant character appears in the middle of the six 

angels’ description. 
 



      7  Six Angels with purpose; One: more than an angel– more than a man REVELATION 14:8-20 ANGELS WITH PURPOSE 

 

REVELATION 14:14  And I (John) looked, and 
behold a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud 
was one like a Son of Man (not another angel), 
having a golden crown (a crown of real gold) on 
His head , and a sharp sickle in His hand. 

 

1. “BEHOLD”  
 

The word òBeholdó (Verse 14) promises something  awesome 
and we are not disappointed.  
 
 

 

 

2. “A WHITE CLOUD”  
 

Clouds imply a heavenly residence. This white cloud is a soft, 

comfortable lounge chair where heaven’s most prominent citizen sits 

and contemplates a  most disagreeable, upcoming duty. Judgment is 

Christ’s most unpleasant work. 
 

3. WHY THIS ONE IS MORE THAN AN ANGEL 

Frankly, it is based on our usual reason, “The Bible tells us so!”   

Jesus voluntarily became lower than the angels for a time when He 

became human to pay for mankind’s sins. That  was a temporary  

arrangement.    
 

HEBREWS 2:7 THOU HAST MADE HIM FOR A 
LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS... 

HEBREWS 1:3  And He (Christ) is the radiance of 
His (Godõs) glory (ROMANS 3:23)  and the exact 
representation of His (Godõs) nature, and upholds 
all things by the word of His power. When He 
had made purification of sins, He sat down at 
the right hand  of the majesty on high; having 
become as much better than the angels, as He 
(Christ) has inherited a more excellent name than 
they. 

 

 

E. MORE THAN  A MAN 

 
 

The one “like a Son of Man” is not called an angel, neither is He 
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assigned a number, in this report, because there is no other like Him in 

the universe. He is one of a kind. “One like a Son of Man” speaks of  

the Hypostatic union.  Jesus Christ is more than an angel. Jesus Christ 

is more than man: He is fully man and fully God united in one body.  
 

 

1. WEARING A GOLDEN CROWN 
 

The crown He wears is genuine gold not counterfeit.  Gold speaks of 

the eternal deity of Jesus Christ.  The Greek word “Stephanos” informs 

us it is also the victor’s crown. Christ, the God-Man, won victory 

over sin and death at the cross.   
 

 

2. CARRYING A SICKLE 
 

a. The sickle symbolizes authority to judge.  Though it is an unpleasant 

task, the heavenly citizen is ready to perform His duty as earth’s judge. 
 

 b. The sickle emphasizes the harvesting quality and the administering 

policy of God’s wrath at Armageddon.  It  describes the destruction of 

the wicked. 
 

Display the Armageddon symbol beside the Second Advent symbol. 
 
 

 
 

3. EXPLANATION: WHY WE KNOW VERSE 14 REFERS TO 

JESUS CHRIST 
 

 

a. With the information we currently possess, the conclusion must be 
that the One in the cloud chariot is Jesus Christ portraying with 
emphasis the reaping aspect of the Second Advent. Here are the  
reasons. 
 

1) First, Scripture does not call the One in the cloud chair an angel 

(verses 14 through 16). The others are specifically called “angels”. 
 

2) Second, details of the description point to Jesus Christ. In 

REVELATION 1:13 the One “like a Son of Man” is clearly Jesus 

Christ. Jesus constantly refers to Himself as the Son of Man. Scripture 

records over seventy times (here are two: Matt. 8:20; John. 8:28). He 

also wears a golden crown.  
 

3) Third, the fourth angel confirms (to the Commander in Chief  of 



      9  Six Angels with purpose; One: more than an angel– more than a man REVELATION 14:8-20 ANGELS WITH PURPOSE 

 

the army) that it is time to finalize  earth’s  purification because the 

grapes are ripe (meaning evil has reached its peak). Jesus Christ 

already knows and He knows what to do. 
 

4) Fourth, this is the Second Advent not a separate event. Jesus with 

His sickle depicts the harvesting aspect of Christ’s return as He 

separates the wheat from the tares at reaping time (separates believers 

from unbelievers) and harvests the wheat.  Surrounding Scripture 

describes Armageddon, which occurs at the Second Advent at the end 

of the Tribulation. 
 

 Other helpful scripture: DANIEL 11:40-41; ZECARIAH 14:2; 
REVELATION 14:20; 16:16, 19; 19:17-21 
 

 

F. 4th ANGEL: HARVESTING JUDGMENT 
 

 

REVELATION 14:15, 16 And another angel (the 
fourth one) came out of the temple, crying out 
with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud.  
“Put in your sickle and reap, because the hour to 
reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is 
ripe (wickedness has come to full saturation).ó  And 
He (Jesus Christ) who sat on the cloud swung His 
sickle over the earth and the earth was reaped 
(harvesting judgment was carried out). 

 

1. BRINGING TIDINGS 
 

The 4th angel brings tidings from the throne room to the Commander 

in Chief of the army (Jesus Christ) that the time is right for earth’s  

purification. Evil has reached its pinnacle. 
 

 

2. GOD GAVE ALL JUDGMENT TO HIS SON 
 

 

JOHN 5:22 For not even the Father judges 
anyone, bu.t He has given all judgment to the 
Son. 

 

JOHN 5:27  …and He (the Father) gave Him (Jesus 
Christ) authority to execute judgment, because 
He is the Son of Man. 
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JOHN 9:39a And Jesus said, “For judgment I 
came into this world…” 

 

a. Seven final judgments are closely connected with the Second 

Advent.   
 

 

SEVEN GOBLET JUDGMENTS ON TRIBULATION 

TIMELINE 
 

 

    

        

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                          

            

LAST THREE AND 1/2 YEARS OF THE TRIBULATION 
 

 

The final judgment at Armageddon is fully administered by Christ. He 

destroys the enemy at Armageddon “with the sword of the Word which 

comes from His mouth”. 
 

 

REVELATION 16:16 And they gathered them 
together to the place which in Hebrew is called 
Har-Magedon (city or hill of Megeddo: Armageddon). 

REVELATION 19:21 And the rest were killed 
with the sword (the judgment sword of Godõs Word)  
which came from the mouth of Him (Jesus Christ) 
who sat upon the horse, and all the birds were 
filled with their flesh. 

                

 

 

b. Reference to harvest. 
 

1) Harvest for earthly crops involves separation.  Tares are counterfeit 

wheat. Only an expert can tell the difference. Tares must be identified 

and removed from the presence of the wheat.  That is the case here 

with emphasis on the final fate of the tares. (Note: tares are Satan’s 

counterfeit believers.) 
 

2) Once identified, tares are thrown into a heap and burned, never to be 

MIDDLE OF 

TRIBULATION  

Idol in temple. 

END OF  

TRIBULATION 

Battle of  

Armageddon 

ALL SEVEN 

GOBLET  

JUDGMENTS 

CLUSTER 

NEAR THE 

END OF THE  

TRIBULATION 
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confused with wheat again.  In the same manner, unbelievers are 

separated from believers, removed from earth and baptized (identified) 

with fire, never to be confused with believers again. This separation 

occurs at the end of the Tribulation. Souls of unbelievers killed during 

the Tribulation already are in Sheol, a compartment in earth’s center. 
 

 

Chart of Sheep and goats including Baptism of fire. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

                                           

            

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

F. 5TH ANGEL: REAPING JUDGMENT 
 

 

REVELATION 14:17 And another angel (number 
five) came out of the temple which is in heaven, 
and he also had a sharp sickle.  

 
 

G. 6TH ANGEL: FIRE JUDGMENT 

   

 

REVELATION 14:18 And another angel (number 
six), the one who has power over fire, came out 
from the altar; and he called with a loud voice to 
him (angel #5) who had the sharp sickle, saying, 
“Put in your sickle and gather the clusters from 
the vine of the earth, because her grapes are 
ripe.”  

Compartment of  Torments in 

SHEEP transfer into the Millennium, alive. 

GOATS removed from earth...immediately 

EARTH  

UNDERWORLD 

ñTHE BAPTISM OF FIREò refers to the  

transfer of bodies and souls of Tribulation unbelievers to  

Torments to await the second death, the lake of fire.  

transferred to Sheol. 

SHEEP are 

 believers alive at 

the end of the  

Tribulation. 

GOATS  are  

 unbelievers alive at 

the end of the  

Tribulation. 
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(Notice the correlation between harvesting (separation followed by burning) and 

the sequence of the 5th and 6th angel’s  activities: 5th angel carries a sickle for 

reaping; 6th angel has charge over fire. Interesting, is it not?) 
 

1. THE ALTAR 
 

Earlier in our study, an altar in heaven protected some martyred saints.  

It is that same altar from which coals of fire are thrown to earth in 

answer to the saints’ prayers (REVELATION 8:3).  Perhaps the sixth 

angel is big chief over the baptism of fire. Holy angels assist Christ in 

imposing judgment on unbelievers, still all judgment belongs to Him.  
 

2. BLOODSHED AT ARMAGEDDON  
 

Finally, judgment and bloodshed at Armageddon are compared to the 

results of a winepress.  In olden days, wine was made by crushing 

grapes until the juice ran out.  Crushed grapes picture judgment. 

Destruction at Armageddon resembles crushed grapes. 
 

A wine press consisted of two receptacles, or vats, placed at different 

levels. In the upper one  grapes were trodden while the lower one 

received the juice.  Ryrie Study Bible, NAS, p. 1918. 
 

Display the winepress symbol. 
 

a. Verses 19 and 20 complete the bloody picture. 
 

REVELATION 14:19, 20  And the angel (the same 
one, number six, not another one) swung his sickle 
to the earth, and gathered the clusters from the 
vine of the earth, and threw them into the great 
wine press of the wrath of God.  And the wine 
press was trodden outside the city, and blood 
came out from the wine press, up to the horses‟ 
bridles for a distance of two hundred miles. 

 

b. As a result of Armageddon, blood flows like a river about five feet 

deep and approximately 200 miles long. ñRevelation, Hearing the Last 

Wordò, Levy, David M. p. 162.  There is a river of blood. Could it be 

Satan’s counterfeit of the river of Life?  We report. You decide. 
 
 

c. Turn back to REVELATION 14:7 and read the words of the High 

Noon Angel, again. 
 

REVELATION 14:7 ...and he (the High Noon 
Angel) said with a loud voice, “Fear God (actually, 
òrespect God”), and give him glory, because the 



      13  Six Angels with purpose; One: more than an angel– more than a man REVELATION 14:8-20 ANGELS WITH PURPOSE 

 

hour of his judgment has come; and worship 
Him (God) who made the heaven and the earth 
and sea and springs of waters. 

1) In proclaiming the eternal gospel, the High Noon Angel said, 

“Respect God and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment 

has come, and worship Him who made the heaven and the earth...”. 
 

2) Good advice for anyone.  It is especially significant to us as God’s 

children in the Church Age. 
 

CHURCH AGE BELIEVERS ARE TOLD TO... 
 

RESPECT GOD AND GLORIFY HIM TO THE MAXIMUM.  
 

HOW?  
 

BY DEVOTION TO GOD’S PLAN. 
 

Which means first of all, trusting Jesus Christ as Savior: Godõs 
plan for becoming a child of God. And second, (as Godõs child)  
living within His individual, custom designed plan for your life.  
 
 

HEBREWS 2:1 For this reason (in order to know 
what Godõs plan is) we must pay much closer 
attention to what we have heard, lest we drift 
away from it.  (We must study Godõs Word, add to 
our treasure of knowledge and pay attention to what we 
learn.) 

 

WHY?  
 

BECAUSE JESUS CHRIST, THE TRUE JUDGE,  THE ALMIGHTY 

CREATOR, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH AND ALL THAT 

IS IN THEM, KNOWS WHAT IS BEST FOR US  

IN THE LIGHT OF ETERNITY. 
 

 

 

HE IS THE ONE WORTHY OF OUR WORSHIP. 
 

 

f. Song: ñThank You, Lordò, Great Hymns of the Faith, P. 221. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, Teach us to  use wisely  the time You have given 

us on earth by studying Your Word, consistently and paying attention 

to what we learn.  May we always give honor and precedence to You, 

Your Word and Your Plan. May our lives glorify You by reflecting Your 

love and grace to Your creatures.  In Jesusô name, we pray. Amen. 


