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REVELATION 15:1-12 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
Remind students of God’s solution to sin in the life of a believer (I JOHN 
1:9) and allow a few moments of silent prayer. 
 

We thank You, Father, for the provision that restores fellowship with the 
Holy Spirit so we can study Your Word under His power.  We pray that 
Your Spirit will take the things we study in this lesson and make them part 
of the treasure stored in our souls. 
 

REVIEW 
 

Vocabulary 
 

Wine-press: used as a symbol of judgment, because grapes are crushed to 
press out juice. The resulting appearance resembles the aftermath of 
judgment at Armageddon. Crushing equals judgment. 
 

Identity of the one like a Son of Man, sitting in a cloud chariot, 
wearing a golden crown and carrying a sickle: Jesus Christ portraying 
and emphasizing the harvesting aspect of His Second Advent. 
 

Those whose names are recorded in the Lamb’s Book of Life: God’s 
children who will reside in heaven forever. The Lamb’s book is the 
permanent record of believer’s in Jesus Christ throughout time on earth. 
 

Summary 
 

An angel proclaiming the Gospel clearly enough for everyone to hear all 
over the earth in one 24 hour period, assures the world’s evangelization 
before Christ’s return. In the preceding lesson, six angels appeared. They 
pronounced judgment on different categories of those who, by their own free 
will, placed themselves on the judgment side of God’s policy. The judgment 
of Babylon was outlined and God’s wrath on Antichrist worshippers was 
described. The separating or reaping aspect of judgment was portrayed and 
the suffering aspect was compared to the destruction of fire and the crushing 
of grapes. In the middle of  judgments of the six angels, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, more than man and more than angel, appeared in a cloud chariot 
carrying a sharp sickle, emphasizing the reaping and judging aspect of His 
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Second Advent. It was a session devoted to judgment and believers were 
strongly encouraged to consider abiding in Jesus Christ’s  individually 
designed plan for their lives. 

 

I. DRINKING GOBLET JUDGMENTS  
  

A. PREPARATION 

 
 

Display the drinking goblet symbol with a number seven and “wrath of 
God” in poured out contents. 
 

Seven new angels are introduced in Chapter 15. They pour out seven  

judgments that seem to be associated with the final battle in the 

campaign of Armageddon. They are more intense and concentrated 

than the seal and trumpet judgments. They are  not direct results of 

manôs actions or Satanôs evil schemes, but are  described as Godôs 

wrath upon a God-rejecting world.  The Goblet judgments occur at the 

end of the Tribulation and often sound like progress reports of 

previous judgments.  In this instance, they are described from the 

vantage point of heaven. 
 

 

1. EXPLANATION OF TERM, òGOBLETó 
 

a. Though most Bible translations use the words ñvialsò or ñbowlsò for 

the final set of judgments and of course one may drink from either of 

these containers the title ñdrinking gobletsò best describes plagues 

pouring down upon the earth and creatures drinking the wrath of God, 

therefore, our study adopts that expressive title as it helps us remember 

their purpose. It is not used in Scripture, though it seems that 

translation would be valid. 

 

b. REVELATION 14:9, 10 and 20, described the cup (goblet?) of 

Godôs anger pouring down upon those who worship the beast and his 

image. The same earthly creatures are said  to ñdrink the wine of Godôs 

wrathò. Wine glasses or drinking goblets fit that portrayal well. 
 
 

REVELATION 14:9,10 And another angel, a third 
one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, òIf 
anyone worships the beast and his image, and 
receives a mark on his forehead or upon his 
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hand, he also will drink of the wine of the wrath 
of God (believers of all ages are promised they will 
never experience God’s wrath), which is mixed in 
full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will 
be tormented (the final judgment in the future) with 
fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 

Display the  wine press symbol and read Verse 20. Verse 20 compares the 
wrath of God to the results of grapes being crushed in a winepress. 
 

REVELATION 14:20 And the wine press was 
trodden outside the city, and blood came out 
from the wine press, up to the horsesõ bridles, 
for a distance of two hundred miles (a description 
of the final battle of Armageddon. Other related verses: 
REVELATION 16:16; 19:17-19). 

 

c. The scene shifts to heaven in Chapter 15 (right before Seven Goblet 

judgments in Chapter 16).  Chapter 15 calls seven more angels ña 

signò and supplies a few preliminary details.  
 

 

3. ANOTHER SIGN IN HEAVEN 
 

REVELATION 15:1 And I saw another sign in 
heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who 
had seven plagues (deadly disease that spreads 
rapidly: sores or cancers) which are the last (final set 
of judgments in the Tribulation), because in them 
the wrath of God is finished. 

 

a. Paraphrase. 
 

The apostle John sees another  astonishing thing in the third heaven.  

He sees a seven-member, high-ranking angelic execution squad, 

holding the last plagues of history, poised to pour them down to earth. 

When the final Goblet judgment, in the form of horrible cancer 

causing plagues is poured out, Godôs wrath will be complete.  The 

stage is  set for the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

 
b. SONG: “Heaven, Heaven, Won’t You Join us in Heaven?” Tune: “Toyland”, 

Words and music are in Student Songbook. Teacher may choose to sing song, 
here or further on into the lesson. 
 

c. John is still using his eye gate and his ear gate. 
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Display  eye-gate, ear-gate symbols. 
 

1) In Chapter 1, Jesus Christ chose John as the ideal one to convey 

ñTHE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRISTò to the world and John 

began learning by what he saw and heard. John  still communicates 

what he learns to us. 
 

JOHN CONTINUES TO GIVE ACCURATE TESTIMONY. 
 

2) John is still faithfully recording what he sees and hears. He speaks 

of seven angels poised on the brink of eternity waiting to administer 

Godôs final judgments to a Christ-rejecting world. 
 
 

4. REMEMBER THE VICTORIOUS MARTYRS 
 

 

REVELATION 15:2 And I saw as it were, a sea 
(speaking of Gentile nations) of glass (signifying 
peace) mixed with fire, (symbolizing the turbulence 
of the intense persecution of nations by the beast 
during the Tribulation) and those who had come 
off victorious from the beast and from his image 
and from the number of his name, (believers in 
Jesus Christ who withstood the beast) standing on 
the sea of glass, (no more fire, these believers have 
come through the fire of the Tribulation and are at 
peace) holding harps of God (signifying peace and 
happiness: they triumphed over the beast). 

 

a. Murdered martyrs, victorious over Antichrist, are at peace. 
 

1) The Sea of glass pictures the absence of turbulence and churning. 

When early Tribulation martyrs prayed for vengeance against their 

murderers (REVELATION 6:9-11), the sea was angry and mixed 

with fire. 
 

2) Now, the sea in heaven is peaceful. Two separate sets of Tribulation 

martyrs refused to bow down to the beast and his blasphemous 

demands. They remained faithful to Jesus Christ to the point of death. 

In this scene, the two groups are together. Their prayers have been 

answered. They are at peace. They are at home in heaven. But the 

nations of the world are in an uproar and that is putting it mildly! 
 

b. And are happy. 
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Holding harps implies a position close to Godôs throne and speaks of 

happiness. Hanging your harp up symbolizes unhappiness. (PSALM 

137:1-3)  Tribulation Martyrs happily await resurrection bodies. 
 

c. Singing Godôs praises - ñThe Lambôs Songò. 
 

1) Mosesô Song (referred to in Chapter 15) is similar to the Lambôs 

Song. Appreciative believers in heaven, understanding Godôs awesome  

accomplishments, combine their voices and the two songs to form a 

remarkable heavenly choir. Notice God is praised in seven aspects. 
 

REVELATION 15:3-4 And they sang the song of 
Moses the bond-servant of God and the song of 
the Lamb, saying, òGreat and marvelous are 1)
Thy works, O Lord God, 2) the Almighty;  
Righteous and true are 3) Thy ways, Thou 4) 
King of the nations. Who will not fear, O Lord, 
and glorify Thy name? For 5) Thou alone art 
holy; For 6) all the nations will come and 
worship before Thee, For 7) Thy righteous acts 
have been revealedó (God is praised in seven 
categories…the praise is full and complete!!) 

 
 

 

2) Singing is an expression of praise. Happy Tribulation martyrs join 

in song. Seven angels in a heavenly choir praise God in seven ways. 
 

3) The song they sing combines Mosesô song with the Song of the 

Lamb. Seven words of praise are found in verses 3 and 4. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

5. SEVEN PRAISES OF GOD 

 

1. GODôS WORKS -  HIS WORKS ARE GREAT AND 

MARVELOUS. 

 

2. GODôS SOVEREIGNTY AND OMNIPOTENCE - HE IS THE 

LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY.  

 

3. GODôS WAYS - HIS WAYS ARE RIGHTEOUS AND TRUE: 

SPEAKING OF HIS INTEGRITY. 
 

4. GODôS PERFECT RULE - HE IS KING OF THE NATIONS: 

KING OF KINGS. 
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5. GODôS HOLINESS - HE ALONE IS HOLY.  ALL WILL 

RESPECT HIM  AND GLORIFY HIS NAME. 

 

6. GODôS FUTURE KINGDOM - ALL NATIONS WILL COME  

AND WORSHIP BEFORE HIM. 

 

7. GODôS JUSTICE - HIS RIGHTEOUS ACTS WILL BE 

REVEALED AND THERE IS NO COMPLAINT OF INJUSTICE. 

 

a. The song of Moses is a song of praise. 
 

Teacher should be familiar with the song of Moses in case students have 
questions. Technically, there are two songs written by Moses.  The first is in 
EXODUS 15:1-21.  It emphasizes God’s victory and triumph over Israel’s 
enemies.  
 

The other is in DEUTERONOMY 32 and it praises God’s faithfulness. 
Both are songs of praise for God. Our passage seems to refer more 
specifically to the EXODUS song  
 
Read Exodus 15:1-6 to class to give a short sample of Mosesõ song. 

 
b. The song of Moses  is a victory song praising God specifically 

for delivering the children of Israel from the Egyptians. 

 
c. The song of the Lamb is a victory song praising God for 

salvation and for delivering Godôs children from the afflictions of 

the Tribulation.  

 

GODôS JUDGMENTS ARE RECOGNIZED AS MERCIFUL 

AND WORTHY OF PRAISE. NO ONE ACCUSES GOD 

OF INJUSTICE ANYMORE. 
 

d. Two songs of praise become one as Old Testament and New 

Testament believers in Jesus Christ appreciate Godôs grace, love 

and justice.   
 

An Old Testament song and a New Testament song merge to praise the 

Creator for many things, but the emphasis is on deliverance.  At the 

end of the ages, the song of Moses (Old Testament) and the song of 
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the Lamb (New Testament) meld harmoniously into one 

significantly expressive chorus. Offering no complaint concerning 

suffering, combined voices praise who and what God is and 

proclaim His right to universal  worship, forever. 
 

 

6. SUMMARY  
 

Tribulation martyrs in heaven join in a very special song praising God 

and proclaiming that in the end everyone, everywhere will know Jesus 

Christ is King. Satanôs original accusation was ñHow can a loving 

God condemn His creatures to the Lake of Fire?ò In the end, God is 

vindicated. His love is real. His judgments are right. The seven final 

plagues (the Goblet judgments) are poured from heaven right before 

Jesus Christôs Second Coming. 
 
 

Point to the time of the Seven Goblet judgments at the end of the Great 
Tribulation and explain that they are clustered. 
 

7. TIMELINE             
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REVELATION 15:5 After these things I 
looked, and the temple of the tabernacle of 
the testimony (the heavenly Holy of Holies) was 
opened, and the seven angels who had the 
seven plagues came out of the temple, 
clothed in linen clean and bright (signifying 
purity), and girded around their breasts with 
golden girdles (signifying their right to 
administer judgment). 

 

    Goblet judgments 

grouped at the end of 

the Tribulation. 

                                             

 

Beginning                              Middle                                       End                                                    

 

TRIBULATION - 7 YEARS ON EARTH 

 Last 31/2 YEARS:  

GREAT TRIBULATION 
FIRST 31/2 YEARS 

H   E   R   E 
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8. SONG: òHeaven, Heaven, Wonõt You Join Us in Heaven?ó 

Song would fit, nicely, here. 
 

 

 

B. THE TEMPLE OF THE TABERNACLE 
 

 

Display the heavenly temple symbol. 
 
 
 

 
 

1. THIS TEMPLE IS OPEN IN HEAVEN  
 

a. John is witnessing a scene  in heaven. The Goblet judgments 

originate from God.  

 

b. White linen tells us the angels are righteous.  That is, they are  Godôs 

angels. Golden girdles binding the angelôs white linen robes stand for 

Godôs glory and justice.  These angels administer justice and reflect 

Godôs glory. 
 

 JUDGMENTS POURED OUT BY SEVEN RIGHTEOUS ANGELS 

ARE JUST AND THEIR EXECUTION BRINGS GLORY TO GOD. 
 

 

2. THIS TEMPLE IS PROMINENT IN THE BOOK OF 

REVELATION. 
 

a. The book of REVELATION refers to the temple in heaven or the 

absence of the temple in the New Jerusalem 15 times. The temple in 

heaven is Godôs true temple. All others (legitimate: according to Godôs 

directions or illegitimate when not according to Godôs directions: 

Satanôs counterfeits) are copies. 
 

HEBREWS 9:23 Therefore it was necessary for 
the copies of the things in the heavens to be 
cleansed with these, but the heavenly things 
themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

 

b. The original temple in heaven was mentioned in Chapter 11, before 

the introduction of  7 important characters in Chapter 12 .

(REVELATION 11:19).  That mention is connected with the end of 

the Tribulation. The mention in our text, Chapter 15, is also connected 
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with the Tribulationôs end. The timing is consistent. 
 

Review seven Tribulation characters from Chapters 12 and 13 as necessary. 

 

REVELATION 11:19 And the temple of God 
which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of 
His covenant appeared in His temple, and there 
were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals 
of thunder and an earthquake and a great 
hailstorm. (fitting the description of the end of the 
Tribulation in Chapter 11.) 

 

Display the lightning and thunder symbols. 
 

 

c. Reference to the original temple confirms the heavenly source of the 

Goblet judgments. The seven angel execution squad, or the Goblet 

judgments originate from God.  
 
 

REVELATION 15:7, 8 And one of the four living 
creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden 
bowls (drinking goblets) full of the wrath of God, 
who lives forever and ever. And the temple was 
filled with smoke from the glory of God and 
from His power; and no one was able to enter 
the temple until the seven plagues of the seven 
angels were finished. 

 

d. Scripture does not say which one, but one of the four living 

creatures (one of our old friends from Godôs throne room with four 

faces (REVELATION 4:6-7: information concerning which face he 

displays at this time is not provided) supplies drinking goblets 

enabling the seven angels to pour out the wrath of God. The angels are 

fully authorized by God to impose judgment. 
 

e. The significance of the temple filled with smoke from Godôs glory is 

that the smoke of judgment must clear before anyone can enter the 

temple. Access and visibility into the temple is denied until Godôs 

justice is satisfied. 

 

f. Chapters 16, 17, and 18 describe seven judgments poured out by 

seven angels making use of seven drinking goblets. 
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THE GOBLET JUDGMENTS 

COME DIRECTLY FROM GOD. 

WE WILL TAKE A GOOD LOOK AT THEM IN OUR NEXT 

SESSION. 
 

 

3. CLASS ACTIVITY 
 

Take this opportunity to check student’s individual Class Activity 
Timelines and be sure all symbols for Seal Judgments and Trumpet 
Judgments are  in place.  There will be a lot of discussion concerning the 
Goblet Judgments, but pasting them down will be accomplished quickly. 
Everything  should be in place on student’s timeline before beginning the 
next session. Since this is an uncomplicated lesson, teacher could spend 
extra time on a Gospel presentation, sing favorite songs, review memory 
verses or initiate a “Question and Answer” session. Engage in that chosen 
activity at this time. Read the lesson summary afterward and close class 
with prayer. 

 
3. SUMMARY 
 

The Apostle Johnôs attention moves away from earth and concentrates 

on heaven where he observes seven angels holding seven goblets full 

of  judgments. Seven angels are prepared to pour Godôs wrath onto 

earth. This is an angelic execution squad holding the final judgments 

of the Tribulation. 
 

Two groups of martyrs remained faithful to God and came through the 

Tribulation without worshipping the beast. They are at peace in 

heaven. 
 

Angels and martyrs combine voices to sing Mosesô song and the 

Lambôs song  in praise of the Lord Jesus Christ for achieving every 

victory on their behalf. The words are wonderfully oriented to Godôs 

grace and love. The martyrs under the altar appreciate Godôs 

greatness and do not question His love or goodness. (Remember, 

Satanôs original accusation against God was that God could not be 

good and loving and send any of his creatures to a lake of fire.)  Here, 

at the end of time, God is totally vindicated. He is acknowledged as 

both good and loving by all. All accept the validity of His matchless 

grace.  



12  REVELATION is NOT a Mystery—TEACHER’S GUIDE  FUTURE: The Tribulation 

 

 

Next, John sees the temple in heaven. It is the original temple (all 

others are copies). The Holy of Holies is wide open which means God 

guarantees believers access into His presence when they live with Him 

in heaven. 
 

John watches seven Holy angels come out of the temple.  One of the 

four living creature angels guarding Godôs throne supplies each of the 

seven angels with a golden goblet filled with a plague. 
 

Finally, John observes the glory of God filling the temple, signifying 

Godôs approval and satisfaction with the judgments.  This time Godôs 

glory, always manifested in times of judgment, covers everything. The 

angels are poised, ready to administer judgment. 
 

In every age, grace is available for everyone. However, some, like 

Pharoah, have rejected every overture of Godôs grace and placed 

themselves on the judgment side of Godôs  ledger. 

 

    GOD GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. ARE WE  

AMONG THE HUMBLE? 
 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

 

Father, we are grateful that Your grace is available  and that You treat 

us (Your children) in grace as You wrap us in your love.. Thank You for 

the  things we looked at in this Chapter  Thank You for sending Your 

Son to die in our place. Thank You for Your Word that contains the 

answers, solutions and problem solving information for all lifeôs 

problems.  
 

Thank You, Father for young people who love You and want to study 

Your Word. In Jesus Name, we pray. Amen 
 


