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REVELATION 4:1 -3 

 

I. Heavenly Scene 
 

A. INTRODUCTION 
 

1. GODõS OUTLINE: DIVISION 3 

2.  òLIKE, òASó AND òAS IT WEREó 

 

B. DOOR òSTANDING OPENó 
 

1. òAFTER THESE THINGSó 

2. òBEHOLDó 

3. òLOOKED AND HEARDó 

4. INSIDE THE DOOR 

5. VOICE òLIKEó A TRUMPET 

6. òCOME UP HEREó 

7. òIN THE SPIRITó 

8. CLASS ACTIVITY 

9. MEMORY VERSE 

10. PARAPHRASE 

11. SONG: òHOLY, HOLY, HOLYó  

(Same song for three lessons) 
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Worthy ar t Thou, our 
Lord and our God, to 
receive glory and honor 
and power; for Thou didst 
create all things, and 
because of Thy will they 
existed and were created.  

REVELATION 4:11  
 

Our powerful tri -une Lord God is 

worthy of all worship, glory, power 

and honor. He created everything that 

has ever been made. He held things 

together when He made them and 

continues to hold  them together. He is 

supreme. 
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REVELATION 4:1 -3 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
We bow our heads for a few moments of silence allowing time for confession 
of sins, if necessary. Then, I will pray out loud. 

 
Thank You, Father, for the gracious gift of Your Word and the exciting 
things we learn as we study together. We call on the Holy Spirit, our 
teacher to guide us into all truth. Thank You, God, for young people who 
love Your Word and want to learn more about You. In the name of the King 
of kings and the Lord of lords, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

REVIEW 

 

Vocabulary List  
 

Rapture: when Christ returns in the air to ñcatch upò (receive unto 

Himself) all believers of the Church Age and take them to Heaven.  

The word, ñRapture,ò does not appear in Scripture.  It originates from 

the Latin word for ñcaught upò (RAPERE). 

I THESSALONIANS 4:16-18; I CORINTHIANS 15:52. 

 

Bible Doctrine: the Truth contained in Scripture. ñThe mind of Christò 

and-or the ñThinking of Christò (I CORINTHIANS 2:16). 

 

Doctrine of the Fair Shake: humans have equal opportunity and equal 

privilege at four distinct points: 1. The first is at the point of salvation. 

2. The second is for the believer at the point of fellowship with the 

Holy Spirit. 3. The third is for the believer at the point of death.  4. The 

fourth is for the believer at Resurrection.  Open doors in Scripture also 

symbolize equal opportunity and equal privilege for spiritual 

blessings. 

 

Visuals for teaching ñA Fair Shakeò in more detail are in Teacherôs 

Appendix. 
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Summary 
 

A study of seven churches representing the Church Age just ended. 

That study emphasized the necessity for Godôs children to study Godôs 

Word faithfully.  The final event of the Church Age is the removal (at 

the Rapture) of all believers in Jesus Christ in fulfillment of Godôs 

promise to protect His children from the Tribulation. (REVELATION 

3:10 speaks of protection from ñthe hour of testingò).   Two preceding 

lessons dealt with the Rapture, the next earthly event on Godôs 

Calendar. Right now, the scene shifts to heaven. 

 

I. HEAVENLY SCENE 
 

A. INTRODUCTION 
 

 

1. DIVISION 3 OF òGODõS OUTLINEó 

 

a. God  gave us His outline of the book of REVELATION in 

CHAPTER 1, VERSE 19.  Letôs see if we recall what that verse says.  

What is Godôs outline? 
 

b. ñThe things which you have seenò, ñThe things which areò and ñThe 

things which shall take place after these thingsò.  In other words, 

PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE. 
 

Ask students to divide the pages of THE REVELATION OF JESUS 
CHRIST into its three parts: the first Chapter (Past), Chapters 2 and 3 
(Present) and Chapter 4 through 22 (Future). Explain that the last division 
of REVELATION concerns the future: òthe things which shall take place 
afteró the things of the Church Age. The Future is the longest division. 
 

c. REVELATION is a book of prophecy.  CHAPTERS 4 through 22 

are devoted entirely to future events.  It is the longest of Godôs three 

divisions. It is made up of three main sections: the Tribulation (4:1-

19:21); the Millennium (20:1-15); and Eternity Future (21:1-22:21).   

A few portions record events taking place in Heaven.  (Current lesson 

is a good example.) The bulk of the Future division deals with the last 

seven years of the Jewish Age, the Tribulation. 
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d.  Chart.     

                                                    

e.  CHAPTERS 4 and 5 verify the source of Johnôs vision: the scene  

is in Heaven. 
 

2. IMPORTANT WORDS: òLIKEó, òASó AND òAS IT WEREó 
 

a. The words ñlikeò, ñasò and ñas it wereò compare items or events to 

each other.  They do not teach that one item is the other, only that the 

items have common characteristics.  God employs this literary device 

called ñtypesò or ñpicturesò to help His children understand His Word.  

The more familiar item is a word ñpictureò of the less familiar item. 
 

A good technical example of a picture or òtypeó is in the book of Numbers. 
An Old Testament historical incident foreshadows or pictures a future 
incident. The healing of the children of Israel (bitten by serpents in the 
wilderness) when they looked at the brazen serpent held high on a pole 
(Numbers 21:4-9) òpicturesó the future crucifixion of Christ on the  cross 
(When we look at the cross and believe Christ died for our sins, we are 
òhealedó or saved (John 3:14).   
 

 

b. We see the words ñlikeò, ñasò and ñas it wereò throughout the 

remainder of the book.  They are signal words: a signal for us to pay 

attention, because what comes next will be new.  These words are 

Jesusô way of telling us, ñThis is the closest I can come to describing 

these things to you.  These two things are not exactly the same, but 

they are very much alike and the more familiar item will help you 

understand the otherò.  
 

c. You may have been told that you look ñlikeò your mother, father, 

brother or sister.  You may have been told that you act ñlikeò them.  

However, just because you look ñlikeò your sister or brother, does not 

mean you are your sister or brother.  You are yourself.  You might have 

hair alike, eyes, or skin or your way of speaking might be the same, 

but you and your brother or sister are not the same.  You are ñlikeò 

ñThe things 

which you 

have seenò 

PAST 
Chapter 1 

 

Introduction 

ñThe things 

which areò 

 

PRESENT 
Chapters 2-3 

 

Church Age 

ñThe things which  shall be after these thingsò 

               FUTURE  (Chapters 4-22)  

 

 

 

Chapters: 4-5       6ððð19             20               21ðð22:11           22:12 21 

Heavenôs Open              

       Door             Tribulation     Millennium           Eternity                 Closing 

Current 

section. 

Longest section. 

Longest division. 
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each other. 
 

d. Whenever we see ñlikeò, ñasò or ñas it wereò in Scripture, it is our 

signal to look for similarities.  Usually, they will describe an idea, 

person, creature or event that we have never seen before.  Jesus helps 

us understand many future things by showing us they are ñlikeò things 

with which we are familiar.  These words are our clue to start thinking 

of familiar characteristics. 
 
 

 

 

 

B. DOOR òSTANDING OPENó 

 
 

The third Division of the book of Revelation (the Future) begins as we 

look...with John...into the Open Door into heaven.   
 

Display the large picture of heavenõs open door, without any items in place. 
Small marks show where to place heavenly items inside the door. This can be 
a continuing Class Activity. 
 

REVELATION 4:1-3  After these things (after the 
Church Age) I (John) looked, and behold, a door 
standing open in heaven, and the first voice 
which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet 
speaking with me, said, òCome up here, and I 
will show you what must take place after these 
things.ó 

 

Display the symbol from memory verse of Revelation 1:19: ñThe 

things which shall be after these things.ò Remind students this is the 

Future or third division of the book of Revelation. It is from Godôs 

Outline of His book. 

 

1. òAFTER THESE THINGSó 
 

Place the òFUTUREó symbol underneath the memory verse symbol. 
 

a. The phrase, ñAfter these thingsò appears twice in the first verse of 

CHAPTER 4. God is emphasizing the beginning of a new division.  

The first and second divisions of REVELATION are complete and the 

third division (Future) is beginning. We are reminded of Chapter 1, 

Verse 19. 
 

Teacher might suggest students underline the phrase òafter these thingsó in 
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their workbooks with a red pencil, both times it appears in VERSE 1. The 
act of underlining helps students remember this is a new division. 
 

b. Though we live in the Church Age, we can know the future.  God is 

still on His schedule.  At the end of CHAPTER 3, the door closes on 

the Present division (the Church Age; ñthe things that areò with the 

Rapture or the ñcatching awayò of Christôs Church). CHAPTER 4 

opens the door into the third division. 
 
 

 

 

2. òBEHOLDó 
 

Display the behold, symbol: òBeholdé Look at that!ó 

 

a. ñBehold,ò announces something magnificent.  When John says 

ñBeholdò, he is saying, ñLook at that spectacular sight.  It is 

breathtaking!ò 
 

b. John beholds a scene of such staggering beauty he is unable to pull 

his eyes away. The sight within the open door immediately engages 

Johnôs full attention. 
 

WE SEE INSIDE THE OPEN DOOR WITH JOHN.  

WE SEE ITEMS AND CREATURES CLUSTERED AROUND 
GODõS THRONE. 

 

Review Johnõs circumstances as necessary.  The Roman Emperor, Domitian, 
sent John to a tiny island to make him quit talking about the Lord, but, of 
course, it did not work.  John simply started writing letters about Jesus. 
 

c. Nothing stopped John from talking about the Lord.  You see, John 

loved the Lord.  He thought about Him all the time. He could not help 

talking about Him.  When John sees the magnificent view through the 

open door into Heaven, he develops an additional problem. First, John 

could not quit talking about and writing about the Lord.  Now, for the 

second time (Revelation 1:14-16) when confronted with such a 

spectacular view, he cannot quit looking, either.  John is spellbound 

and almost in a state of shock.  He can only stare at this panoramic 

scene revealing more of His Lordôs majestic glory. 
 

3. òLOOKEDó AND òHEARDó 
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John ñwatchesò and John ñlistens.ò  John uses both the eye-gate and 

the ear-gate. Through Johnôs description we, too, look into Heavenôs 

doorway for a preview of some astounding future events. We continue 

to learn from Johnôs Bible classes on the Isle of Patmos.  We see what 

John sees: we hear what John hears. We learn more about our Lord. 
 

Display the Eye gate éEar gate symbols. 
 
 

 

4. INSIDE THE DOOR 
 

Direct attention to the large visual of Heavenõs open door. Discuss what an 
open door means to Students.  Ask, òWhat does an open door bring to your 
mind?ó 
 

Lead students to understand that an open door represents opportunities and 
provides choices and the need for decisions. (What is inside the door? Is it all 
right for me to know? Should I enter? Should I not enter?)  Lead students 
in that direction. Then, tell them this is an open door into heaven. Certainly, 
there is no greater opportunity for blessing than utilizing the door open into 
heaven. Open doors symbolize opportunities for spiritual blessings and the 
equality of all who are faced with the open doors of salvation, fellowship, 
dying grace and resurrection. The Doctrine of the òFair Shakeó might be 

used to help younger students understand. Information and visuals are in 
Teacherõs Appendix. 
 

a. Open doors symbolize opportunities for blessings. 
 

1) We have learned that God provides equality for people at four main 

points.  The first  is at the point of salvation: everyone has equal 

opportunity to be saved by believing in Jesus Christ, but some will not.  

The second is the believer at the point of fellowship with the Holy 

Spirit: every believer has equal opportunity to maintain  harmony with 

God by keeping sins confessed, but some will not.  The third  is for the 

believer at the point of death: every believer has equal opportunity for 

God to use the process of his death to bless him and others if he lives 

in Godôs plan and has truth in his soul, but some will not.  The fourth  

is for the believer at Resurrection: every believer has equal opportunity 

to receive special rewards in Heaven by fulfilling Godôs plan while 

living on earth, but some will not.  Every believer has equal 

opportunity to walk through the open doors of spiritual blessings. 

Since Jesus Christ  controls history, He is the One who provides open 

doors and He is the One who bestows the appropriate blessings.  
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2) This door ñstanding openò in REVELATION 4, symbolizes the 

opportunity for spiritual blessings at the point of salvation as well as for 

believers at the point of resurrection.  All believers have equal 

opportunity to receive all blessings accompanying resurrection.  

However, some will not take advantage of the opportunity to fulfill 

Godôs plan in their physical lives and will forfeit some eternal rewards.  

All believers receive perfect resurrection bodies and perfect 

righteousness, but some receive additional awards for eternity.  
 

b. John understands the importance of the right to choose. 
 

1) With the open door God is saying, ñJohn, I want to personally 

transport you through this open door and give you a preview of things to 

come. If you take advantage of the opportunity you will learn of My 

future plans and you will be blessed.òEach human being was given a 

decider or the right to choose (volition). It is a most important part of 

Godôs image in our soul. 
 

2) John accepts Godôs offer.  He appreciates the opportunity to look at 

heavenly scenes. God was saying, ñNot only will you be greatly blessed 

by a glimpse into My throne room, but others will be blessed by what 

you record.ò  Others benefit from seeing things from Godôs point of 

view before terrible judgments pour out on earth. 
 

3) John said, ñYesò to the opportunity. John was wise, indeed.  How 

blessed are Godôs children when they take advantage of opportunities 

offered by their Heavenly Father, God. We want to be wise, donôt we? 
 

4) Revelation 3:7 tells Jesus Christ is in charge of which doors are 

opened and which ones are closed. If Jesus Christ opens a door, only He 

can authorize its closing. If Jesus Christ closes a door, only He can give 

authority for it to be opened.  Jesus Christ controls history: He directs 

the circumstances of history so that they comply with and fulfill his 

plan. This includes all of the little events and all the individual 

choices of all the people who have ever lived or ever will live. 

Imagine! What an awesome God we have.  
 

5) The door in REVELATION 4:1  pictures the open door for special 

blessings presented at resurrection.  It is the door in our current lesson. 
 

c. We must understand the Gospel. 
 

1) John receives a preview of Heaven by faith.  We enter Heaven the 

same way...the only way: by faith (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).  We must 

believe that Jesus Christ died as our substitute and paid the penalty for 
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our sins. In that way, we walk through the open door of salvation and 

have access to the open door to resurrectionôs blessings. 
 

CHRIST REFERS TO HIMSELF AS THE ñDOORò  

TO SALVATION. 

JOHN 10:9 I am the door; if anyone enters 
through me, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and out, and find pasture. 

  

THE DOOR IS OPEN TO ANYONEé 

ñWHOEVER WILL BELIEVEò, MAY COME. 
 

PERHAPS YOU HAVE NOTICED THAT ñWHOEVER WILLò 

IS ONE OF JESUS CHRISTôS 

FAVORITE  PHRASES. 
 

2) The NASB translates REVELATION 4:1  correctly:  ña door 

standing open.ò  Some translations imply John sees this door as it is in 

the process of opening, but the original Greek language makes it clear 

the door is wide open when John first sees it.  In the first lesson in this 

series, we learned that before Jesus Christ died for our sins, a barrier 

stood between God and man.  By dying in our place as our substitute, 

Jesus Christ removed the barrier and ñopened the doorò to salvation.  

He opened the door into heaven. The door remains open and ñwhoever 

willò have faith in Jesus Christ may enter. 
 

THE DOOR OF OPPORTUNITY TO BE SAVED IS WIDE 
OPEN. 

 

ANYONE MAY BELIEVE I N CHRIST  

AND WALK RIGHT IN.  

THAT IS A N EQUAL OPPORTUNITY.  
 

 

5. VOICE òLIKEó A TRUMPET 

 

Use the two picture frames from Teacherõs Appendix to illustrate the word 
òlikeó. Place the symbol for the voice in one frame and the characteristics in 
the other frame. Scripture describes a voice by comparing it to a trumpet. 
The voice is òlikeó a trumpet in the following ways. 
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Students should place the  trumpet symbol inside the first frame. Direct 

them to write the description in the second picture frame and use those 

words to describe the voice John hears. 
 

a. Trumpets do not really talk. 
 

Applying the characteristics of a trumpet tells us the voice is loud, 

clear and easy to hear. Anyone with spiritual ears can hear and 

understand this voice. Unbelievers donôt have spiritual ears, but 

believers do. 
 

b. Trumpets are loud, piercing instruments. 
 

1) A trumpet is one of the most piercing instruments in a band. It 

makes beautiful music.  John has heard this trumpet-like voice before, 

remember? 
 

REVELATION 1:10 I was in the Spirit on the 
Lordõs Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice 
like the sound of a trumpet. 

 

2) REVELATION 1:15 , describes the Voice of the Lord as being 

ñlikeò the sound of many waters.  Evidently, our Lordôs voice has 

many inflections. 
 

c. Voice identified. 
 

The One speaking to John in REVELATION 1:10 was easy to 

identify.  There was no doubt who was speaking then. There is no 

doubt who is speaking now.  It is the voice of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

FRAME #1 
 

Place trumpet 

symbol in this 

frame. 

Talk about the 

characteristics of a 

trumpet. 

FRAME #2 
 

(Leave this frame 

blank for students 

to fill in.) The 

voice is loud and 

clear  and is sweet 

music to the ears 

of believers. 
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Display the symbol for Jesus Christ. 

 

HIS VOICE IS ñLIKEò A TRUMPET.  

 IT IS LOUD, CLEAR  AND  PLEASING TO THE EARS. 

 

7. òCOME UP HERE!ó 
 

Display the òCome up here!ó symbol. 
 

a. Significant sequence. 
 

1) There is a significant sequence to the events in the first two verses 

of REVELATION 4 : (1) John hears a voice ñlikeò a trumpet.  (2) He 

is told to ñCome up hereò. (3) He is ñcaught upò into heaven (4) é

where a door has been ñstanding openò since Jesus Christ paid in full 

for the sins of the world.  The sequence is reminiscent of the Rapture 

(I THESSALONIANS 4:16-18; I CORINTHIANS 15:52) , the final 

event of the Church Age. 
 

Display the Rapture symbol. 

 

2) This isolated portion of Scripture does not prove the timing of the 

Rapture of the Church, but the sequence certainly fits.  Johnôs preview 

ñpicturesò the Rapture of the church taking place before the 

Tribulation. 
 

b. A great day for the Church. 
 

The true Church has many great days. Great revivals have taken place 

and many have turned to Jesus Christ for salvation.  However, the day 

of the Rapture is the greatest day the Church of Jesus Christ will ever 

experience on earth. It is the Churchôs crowning glory! 

 

All Church Age believers are ñcaught upò (Raptured) from earth and 

taken to heaven to be with the Lord, forever. 

 

FOR THE FIRST TIME THE ENTIRE CHURCH 

WILL BE FULLY OBEDIENT. 

 
J. Vernon McGee likens the Rapture of the church to a radio station going 
off the airé because the church has gone òinto the airó. 
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òWhat has happened to the church? é  Up to this point, the word church 
has occurred again and again, in fact, nineteen times. But now, the church 
goes off the air ð there is no mention of it.  It has gone off the air because it 
went up in the air; it was caught up in the air to meet the Lord in the air.  
The church has gone to heaven ð that is what has happened to it.ó 
 

McGee, J Vernon, Through The Bible,, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 
Nashville, 1976, p.927 
 

** Take this opportunity to emphasize that Church Age believers need not 
fear the Tribulation. Church Age believers will be in Heaven with Jesus 
Christ and will not go through the Tribulation. When the Church Age ends, 
God turns again to the Nation of Israel to purify her and draw her to 
Himself. 

 

c. Heavenôs invitation: ñCome up here!ò 
 

Heavenôs invitation is in the form of a command from Jesus Christ.  

The Lord calls John to the third Heaven.  John gets a preview peep 

into Heaven: a clear view into Godôs throne room through the open 

door. 

 
Display symbols for three heavens and the open door into Heaven symbol. 

 

d. Speaking to His Church. 
 

The same voice that invites John to view the scene inside Heavenôs 

open door will one day call believers. All Church Age believers will 

obey their Saviorôs command. 

 
Display the Rapture symbol with all seven churches. 

 

e. Most probably with the exact same words. 
 

1) ñCome up here!ò  It is highly probable that when Christ calls His 

Church to join Him, He uses the same words that commanded John to 

peer through Heavenôs doorway.  With these words, God personally 

transfers John from earth to Heaven.  With ñCome up hereò, Jesus 

Christ will call His Church and personally transfer her from earth to 

His Fatherôs House.  We will hear His voice and it will be music to our 
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ears. In fact, it is so sweet even the birds will hush their singing and 

listen. 
 

2) Song: òIn the Gardenò. 
 

As C. Austin Miles (1868-1946) wrote, in His song, òIn the Gardenó, His 
voice is so sweet òthe birds hush their singing.ó It is a good song for this 
lesson. 
 

For an interesting aside here, see JOHN 21:20-23 where Jesus says in 
reference to John: òIf I will that he tarry till I comeéó implying that 
John might see Him (Jesus Christ) return before he (John) dies. John was 
permitted to live until he saw Jesus Christ return in this vision , thus 
fulfilling the òsuggestionó that John would see the glorified Christ before he 
(John) died. 

 

7. òIN THE SPIRITó  
 

REVELATION 4:2, 3 Immediately I (John) was in 
the Spirit (in fellowship), and behold, a throne was 
standing in heaven, and one sitting on the 
throne.  And He who was sitting was like a 
jasper stone and a sardius in appearance (Christ 
in glory); and there was a rainbow around the 
throne like an emerald in appearance. 

 

a. John was in fellowship. 
 

Display the fellowship circle. Explain that a believer in fellowship is not 
walking in darkness, but in the light of understanding provided by the 
Spirit. 
 

1) ñIn the Spiritò means John was in fellowship (comfortable and in 

close harmony with God) and therefore, able to receive and understand 

Godôs vision. 
 

2) If John had not been humble enough to admit his sins to God, he 

would not have been in fellowship and he might have missed this 

marvelous opportunity! 
 

3) Because John was in fellowship, he is able to teach us what the 

Spirit taught him. When we are in fellowship we, too, learn by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 
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8. CLASS ACTIVITY:  picture of open door into Heaven 

 
Description of the heavenly open door continues into the next two lessons. 
Thus, Class Activity covers three consecutive sessions. Small marks 
designate where heavenly items belong on the òOpen Door Activityó. 
Symbols for items are in the lessons to which they apply. Students should 
place items in the correct spot in the heavenly scene. 
  

The items John sees inside the open door are listed in order of their 

appearance. Teacher should direct placement while describing each 
item. 

 

a. The Throne. 
 

1) The first object John sees is the throne.  This is not an object that is 

ñlikeò a throne. It IS  a throne. And it is not just any throne,  Throne!  

There was. . . Throne!  (In the Greek language, the absence of the 

definite article emphasizes the importance of the object.) This is the 

most important ñThroneò in the history of the universe. 

 

ñTHRONEò IS THE HEART OR CORE OF  THIS SCENE.  

EVERYTHING ELSE STANDS AROUND IT. 

 

2) What do we know about thrones? What do they teach us? The word 

ñThroneò is used 60 times in the New Testament; forty-five of those 

are in the book of REVELATION.  Someone has said, ñRevelation is a 

Throne book.ò How right they are. 
 

ñTHRONEò IMPLIES RULERSHIP, KINGSHIP, 

AUTHORITY AND SOVEREIGNTY. 

 
3) This is ñThe Throneò above all other thrones.  The throne upon 

which the King of kings and the Lord of lords will reign forever and 

ever. The words in the original Greek make clear that the Throne has 

always been there and has always been occupied. There never was a 

time and there never will be a time when God does not rule.  Earthly 

thrones totter and fall, but Godôs Throne goes on unaffected by time 

and undisturbed by manôs rebellious nature.  John is seeing this Throne 

for the first time, but it has always been there. 
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4) In this particular heavenly scene, Godôs Throne is no longer the 

throne of grace.  It is now the throne of judgment and law. 

 
 

Instruct students to place the ñThroneò symbol in the correct place 

inside the open door into Heaven on Class Activity. 
  

b. More about the One on the Throne. 
 

1) John does not immediately identify the One on the Throne, but form 

and light reflect significant colors and John can tell the One on the 

Throne is seated.  Only One member of the Trinity has a body, and 

thus the ability to sit. Only One member of the Trinity would be visible 

to Johnôs human eye. 
 

JOHN 1:18  No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of 
the father, He hath declared Him. 

 
Display the Trinity symbol. 
Display the symbol for Jesus Christ. 
 

2) God, the Father is there, God, the Holy Spirit is there, but the 

emphasis is on the One sitting on the Throne.  Jesus Christ is sitting on 

His Fatherôs Throne. 
 

REVELATION 3:21  He who overcomes, I will 
grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, 
as I also overcame and sat down with My Father 
on His throne. 

 

HEBREWS 10:12  ébut He, having offered one 
sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the 
right hand of God. 

 
c. A jasper stone. 

 

REVELATION 4:3  And He who was sitting was 
like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance. 
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Use the two picture frames to emphasize the word òlikeó. Place the symbol 
for the jasper stone in the first picture frame, direct students to fill in the 
characteristics of a jasper stone in the second frame and apply those 
characteristics to the One sitting on the throne. 
 

  

                                                                                      

                             
                                                                               

                                                                                         

                                                                                                 

                                                                                                  

                                                                                                    

                                                                                                     

                       

 

 

 

The Jasper stone pictures the glory of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

1) Our Lord, Jesus Christ, is not literally a jasper stone (just as He is 

not a literal door, still, we can  enter Heaven only through Him). He is 

ñlikeò this stone because He is as magnificent as this rare and lovely 

jewel. Jasper is a uniquely valuable precious stone. One of a kind. It is 

transparent, iridescent like a diamond, reflecting many colors. It is 

described as clear as crystal in connection with the holy city. 

(RESOURCE: Ryrie Study Bible, p. 1900 footnote for REVELATION 4:3. Also 

REVELATION 21:11) 
 

REVELATION 21:11 é having the glory of God.  
Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a 
stone of crystal-clear jasper. 

 

2) In certain light, a translucent, eye-catching purple glows within the 

stone, as well as shades of red and blue. It is the color of light. (Jesus 

Christ is the Light of the World, John 1:4-5; John 8:12) Jasper is also 

the last stone on the breastplate of the high priest. 
 

EXODUS 28:20-21 éand the fourth row a beryl 
and an onyx and a jasperé 

 

3) Jasper represents the tribe of Benjamin, little Benjamin, whose 

FRAME #1 

Place the Jasper 

stone symbol in this 

frame. Talk about 

the characteristics of 

the Jasper Stone. 

FRAME #2 

The One seated on 

the throne is mag-

nificent, uniquely 

valuable, rare, 

precious and full 

of glory and light. 
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name means óSon of my right handô.  

 
GENESIS 35:16-18 Footnote only: Ephrath is the ancient name of 
Bethlehem, where Rachel gave birth to Benjamin.  Benjamin means òSon of 
the right hand, Son of honor or good fortune.ó Ryrie Study Bible, NASB 

 

4) Jasper is the first stone in the foundation of the New Jerusalem, the 

first color seen in the wall of the New Jerusalem. 
 

REVELATION 21:18 And the material of the 
wall was jasper and the city was pure gold like 
clear glass. 

 

5) Jasper pictures Jesus, the light of the world, the Son of God, in all 

his glory, ascended, seated at the right hand of His Father, uniquely 

valuable and precious. 
 

THE JASPER STONE REPRESENTS 

THE GLORY OF JESUS CHRIST. 
 

d. A sardius stone. 
 

Help students place the symbol for the sardius in the first picture frame. Fill 
in the characteristics pictured by the sardius and apply those characteristics 
to the One sitting on the throne. 
 

 

                                                                   

            

        

                                                                        

                                                                            
                                                               
                        

 

 

 

 
 

Sardius represents the redemptive work of Christ on the cross.          
 

1) Sardius is a fiery, blood-red jewel, very rare and precious. (Ryrie 

FRAME #1 

 

Place the Sardius 

Stone symbol in 

this frame. 

Talk about the 

characteristics of 

the Sardius Stone. 

FRAME #2 

 

The One sitting on 

the throne is rare 

and precious. 

It is Jesus , the 

most rare and 

precious treasure 

in the universe. 
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states it was sometimes a light green emerald color. Ryrie Study Bible, 

p. 1900).  Sardius stones were mined from a hill behind the city of 

Sardis. 
 

2) Vineôs Expository Dictionary describes the sardius as ñ. . . a 

transparent red.  The beauty of the stone, its transparent brilliance, 

along with the high polish, make it a favorite among the ancients.ò 
 

3) The sardius is the sixth stone in the foundation of the New 

Jerusalem. 
 

REVELATION 21:20 éthe fifth, sardonyx; the 
sixth sardius; the seventh chrysolite; the eighth, 
beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; 
the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amathyst 

 

4) Sardius is the first stone in the breastplate of the High priest. 
 

EXODUS 28:17 And you shall mount on it four 
rows of stones; the first row shall be a row of 
ruby, (a reference to the sardius) topaz and 
emerald. 

 

5) The sardius represents Rueben, the first-born son of Jacob, whose 

name means ñBehold a Sonò. 
 

THE RARE, BLOOD-RED SARDIUS STONE REPRESENTS 
THE REDEMPTIVE WORK OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS. 

 

Instruct students to place the symbol for the òsardius stoneó on the Throne 
inside the open door into heaven. 

 
e. Summary of the Description of the One Sitting on the Throne. 

 

The one seated on The Throne is God, but He is also man. He is the 

Only God-Man, Jesus Christ.  He is the King of kings.  He is valuable 

and precious.  He is One of a kind.  He is the first man to receive a 

resurrection body.  He sits at the right hand of God the Father in all 

His glory.  He has accomplished the work of redemption for all 

mankind.  He is our High Priest. (HEBREWS 5:6)  He is the light of 

the world. (JOHN 1: 4, 9) 
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f. An emerald rainbow.  
 

Display the symbol of the throne surrounded by the green rainbow. 
 

REVELATION 4:3 é and there was a rainbow 
around the throne, like an emerald in 
appearance. 

 

Surrounding Godôs Throne was a full circle rainbow the beautiful, light 

green color of a brilliant, translucent emerald.  

 

Use the òTypeó picture frames, here, also. 
 
 
   
                                                                                   
  

  

       

                                                             

                                                            

                                                                      

          

                                                           

 

 

 

 

The green, full circle rainbow reminds us that God keeps His promises.   
 

2) Two unusual things are true of this rainbow.  First , the color:  

Rainbows typically have many colors; this rainbow has only one.  

Second, the shape: we are used to semicircular rainbows.  This 

rainbow goes all the way around the throne.  It is a full circle. 
 

3) The word rainbow comes from a Greek word that can also be 

translated ñhaloò. 
 

4) The first appearance of a rainbow in the book of GENESIS (9:11-

17) speaks of Godôs faithfulness in keeping His promises. 

 
Direct students to fill in (in the second òtypeó frame on the rainbow) what 
the rainbow teaches about the One sitting on the throne. 
 

FRAME #2 

  

The One sitting on 

the throne is always 

faithful in 

administering 

judgment and  

mercy. 

FRAME #1  

Place rainbow symbol 

in this frame. Discuss 

the characteristics of 

this rainbow. It is full 

circle, green and it 

appears before the 

storm. 
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GENESIS 9:13-15 I set My bow in the cloud and 
it shall be for a sign of a covenant between Me 
and the earth.  And it shall come about, when I 
bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall 
be seen in the cloud, and I will remember My 
covenant, which is between Me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and never again 
shall the water become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. 

 

Be prepared to answer questions concerning the first rainbow and the flood. 
 

4) Before the flood, a mist rising up watered the earth. It had never 

rained before the flood. The people of that day had never seen a 

raindrop.  (GENESIS 2:5, 6)  What a shock it must have been to 

people when the storm began! 
 

5) The first rainbow appeared after the judgment of the flood on the 

earth.  The rainbow in REVELATION  appears before the judgment, 

perhaps as reassurance of Godôs mercy and faithfulness. 

 

EZEKIEL 1:28  As the appearance of the bow that 
is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the 
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the 
Lordé 

 
 

GOD SENDS HIS JUDGMENTS  

WHEN NECESSARY. 

HOWEVER, GOD ALWAYS OFFERS HIS MERCY FIRST. 
 

(Mercy is God NOT giving us what we deserve. We deserve to be 
wiped off the face of the earth for our wickedness. Grace is God 

giving us provisions and blessings we do not deserve.)  
 

HABAKKUK 3:2éIn wrath remember mercy. 
 

5) The rainbow around the Throne is green: green reminds us of the 

earth as God created it. It is made by combining blue and yellow. 
 

Green comes from combining the primary colors yellow and blue.  
Demonstrate to students and allow them to see for themselves in their 
notebooks. They may use crayons or colored pencils. 
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6) Blue can be a stormy color, but yellow is the color of golden 

sunshine. A rainbow comes between the storm and the sunshine.  
 

A  DARK, STORMY BLUE SPEAKS OF THE OLD SIN NATURE. 
 

THAT IS BAD NEWS. 
 

7) However, the sins of the world were poured out on the Lord Jesus 

Christ and He was judged in our place. 
 

THAT IS GOOD NEWS FOR US! 

 

g. Gospel. 

 

Yellow is the color of sunshine...AND... 

 

BRIGHT, SUNSHINE YELLOW REMINDS US OF SALVATION. 

 
JESUS CHRIST, DYING IN OUR PLACE BROUGHT ABOUT OUR 

SALVATION, WHICH IS SUNSHINE TO OUR HEARTS. 

 

ñHow Thou couldsôt love a wretch like me, 

Being the God Thou art, 

is darkness to my intellect, 

but sunshine to my heart.ò 
 

SOURCE: Author unknown: Poem heard in Bible classes taught by Mrs. 
Ruth Munce, St Petersburg, Florida. Precious Teacher, Daughter of Grace 
Livingston Hill, Christian Author. 
 
 

Summary of the Meaning of the Rainbow 
 

The translucent rainbow around the throne of the Most High reminds 

us that God is light.  The perfect full circle of this rainbow reminds us 

of eternal life and Godôs faithfulness to His earthly creatures in 

judgment and in mercy. God always keeps His promises. He is always 

faithful.  The green, full-circled rainbow pictures Godôs grace in all its 

phases. 
  

Help students place the rainbow in the correct place on the CLASS 

ACTIVITY. Inform students that they have been working on the Class 
Activity by placing items inside the open door during the lesson. More 
items are added in the next two lessons. 
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9. MEMORY VERSE 

Same for three lessons on Chapter 4. 
 

REVELATION 4:11 Worthy art Thou, our Lord 
and our God, to receive glory and honor and 
power; for Thou didst create all things, and 
because of Thy will they existed and were 
created.  

 

10. PARAPHRASE 

Same for three lessons on Chapter 4. 
 

Full Summary of REVELATION 4:1-3 
 

A loud, clear and unmistakable voice calls the apostle, John. The voice 

is easy to understand and sweet to the ears of those who recognize it. 

 
It is the voice of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The voice invites, indeed 

commands, John to come up to heaven and John obeys immediately 

(picturing the Rapture of the Church when for the first time the whole 

church will be fully obedient.)  John sees a spectacular sight within a 

door that was standing open long before John saw it.  John describes, 

in detail, what he sees. 

 
The first object to catch Johnôs attention is the throne.  The one sitting 

on the throne is the Supreme Ruler of the universe, the King of kings.  

John recognizes Him as the glorified Christ, the Son of God, 

resurrected, ascended and seated at the right hand of the Father. He is 

the light of the world, the most valuable, unique person in the 

universe. 
 

John recognizes this One as Jesus Christ, Creator, Redeemer, the Son 

of God, the first man ever to receive a resurrection body, the Great 

High Priest of the universe and the Supreme Judge of all things.  John 

recognizes the faithfulness of Jesus Christ as full and completeéboth 

in mercy and in judgment. 
 

 

12. SONG: òHoly, Holy, Holyó: Same song for three lessons. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Thank you, Heavenly Father, for your faithfulness even though we are 

unfaithful to you.  Thank you for loving us anyway and for sending 

your Glorious Son to take our place and pay for our sin so we might 

live with you in Heaven, forever. Thank you for your mercy in dealing 

with us as your children. 

 

In Jesusô Name we pray, Amen. 


