Elders ~ Identity REVELATION 4:4
GOD’S THRONE ROOM I

REVELATION 4:4

I. GOD’S THRONE ROOM 1

A. ELDERS

1. AROUND THE THRONE
a. 24 smaller thrones
b. An occupant on each throne
c. Each clothed in white
d. Each wearing a golden crown
e. Called “elders”

2. RANK AMONG ANGELS
3. SUMMARY

B. IDENTITY
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2. ELDERS ARE “SEATED”

3. WEARING WHITE GARMENTS AND GOLDEN CROWNS
4. CONCLUSIONS

5. CLASS ACTIVITY

6. MEMORY VERSE

7. PARAPHRASE

8. SONG
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Revelation 4:11

Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our
God, to receive glory and honor and
power; for Thou didst create all
things, and because of Thy will they
existed and were created.

PARAPHRASE

24 elders, seatied on thrones surrounding the throne inside the open
door into heaven, praise God for this worthiness to receite all
glory, honoy; and power as Creator of all things according to #is
Sovereign will
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REVELATION 4:4

OPENING PRAYER

We allow time for confession of sin, if necessary, so the Holy Spirit is able to
teach. Afterwards, | will pray out loud.

Thank You, Father for the wonders of Your Word and this preview peep into
Your throne room. We have learned that nothing is more important than the
truth we store in our souls. May we store what we learn about heaven from
these lessons and allow it to provide peace of mind concerning the future.

REVIEW AND CLASS ACTIVITY COMBINED
Class Activity, Song and Memory verse apply to all lessons on Chapter 4.

Turn to Class Activity page in Student Workbook or hand out materials
avail able from Teacherds Appendi
already be in place on the Class Activity page. Review each object from
previous lesson. Draw information from students. Furnish answers only
when necessary. Add thetwenty-f our el der sd sy mbol i n this

PREVIOUS OBJECTS

1. The open door

2. Throne

3. One seated on the throne
4. Two jewels

5. A green rainbow

Remind students that the One seated on the throne is Jesus Christ. Because

Jesus Christ is the only member of the Trinity possessing a physical body,

He is the only One able to sit down. H
Fatherdsd throne. Jesus Chri st i s the or
there will be more!

REVELATION 3:21 He who overcomes, I will
grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne,
as I also overcame and sat down with My Father
on His throne.
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| . GODO0OS THRONE ROOM

A. ELDERS

1. OAROUND THE THRONEDSO

Point to the throne in the middle of the Throne Room.

REVELATION 4:4 And around the throne were
twenty-four thrones; and upon the thrones I saw
twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white
garments, and golden crowns on their heads.

a. There are 24 smaller thrones.

Direct attention to the symbol for the twenty-four thrones. Explanation for
the number twenty-four appears later in this lesson.

Students should place the symbol for twenty-four elders in the correct place
inside the open door on Class Activity page.

1) AAroundoO means i tThepaition dfthec |
thrones pictures an everlasting, heavenly association with the Lord

e o0

Jesus Christ. Thesethronesar e c¢cl osely rel ated t
2) The word fAthronedo is a symbol
authority.

b. Each throne has an occupant.
1) ASittingo Iimplies victory
strong motivation to cease activity and settle down to rest.

2) These creatures, evidently, won an important fight and earned a well
deserved position. They are permanently safe and secure. They face
no future judgment.

¢. Each occupant is clothed in white.

and
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White clothes symbolize perfect righteousness.
d. Each occupant wears a golden crown.

1) Gold signifies association with deity and crowns speak of authority
and leadership.

3) These are AStephanoso crowns (Gree
el der 6s inherent right. They have bee
victory won in the past. God awarded the crowns.

OCCUPANTS SEATED ON TWENTY-FOUR THRONES WON A
VICTORY IN THE PAST CONNECTED WITH GOVERNMENT
AND GOD APPOINTED THEM TO AUTHORITY.

e. The throne occupants are referred to as “elders”.

1) AEIl der o i mplies age, | eadership, i
speaks of rank and wisdom because of longevity.

2) ANEl dero is a title used for pastor
Church Age. (ACTS 20:17-28), but the Church Age is over at the time

of this heavenly scene. The Church is the bride of Christ. Pastors are

simply part of that body of believers: the bride of Christ.

2. RANK AMONG ANGELS

a. Angels divide into separate orders and have rank.

b. The word “elder” also refers to rank among angels.

For further study concerning rank or order among angels, see ROMANS
8:38: EPHESIANS 1:21; 3:10; 6:12; COLOSSIANS 1:16; 2:10, 15; TITUS
3:1.

3. SUMMARY

Permanently associated with God and Jesus Christ in heaven are 24

sinless, pure, wise, high-ranking creatures. They have won an

important victory in the past. The victory is associated with

government in some way and Godo6s aut hi
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former activities and permanently rule in a special capacity.

B. IDENTITY

WE BELIEVE THE ELDERS TO BE
A SPECIAL ORDER OF ANGELS

Recognizing and establishing beyond doubt the identity of the 24
elders is difficult. This study examines those identities compatible
with our current knowledge of Scripture and attempts to eliminate
those not compatible with the known facts. Our motive? Learning
what God wants us to knowéas al ways!

Teacher may not wish to take time for full presentation, but must have
personal knowledge of the provable facts in case students inquire. Encourage
students to study on their own and listen. Remind them not to argue with
future teachers, but not to forget the information presented in this study.

1.24 IN NUMBER

a. The number 24 is associated with Israel’s priesthood.

Twenty-f our di visions of | srael s templ
the Old Testament.

I CHRONICLES 24:18-1 9é t he -thindéont y
Delaiah, the twenty-fourth for Maaziah. These
were their offices for their ministry, when they
came in to the house of the Lord according to the
ordinance given them through Aaron their
father, just as the Lord God of Israel had
commanded him.

b. Theories

1) Because the number twenty-f our i s associ ated with
priesthood, some automatically accept the elders as representing
priests of Israel.

2) Others believe twelve elders represent Israel and twelve represent
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the Church.

NEITHER THEORY FITS THE RECORDED FACTS
SATISFACTORILY.

3) The elders are at ease on 24 thrones. Neither the priesthood of
Israel nor the Church of Jesus Christ could be in a position of rest.
The evaluation of the Church is just beginning at this time and the
saints of Israel do not have resurrection bodies until the end of the
Tribulation.

4) The number twenty-four has associations other than the priesthood
of Israel. There is more than one way to arrive at a total of twenty-four.

2X12=24

5) Two times twelve offers compatibility with the identity of the elders
in a way other than the priesthood of Israel.

a) Two is the number for witnessing or union. The number 12 stands
for authority that comes from above: it is the number for government
by divine appointment.

oTwel ve symboli zes Godos perfe-~*
manifested. It shows a completeness of the growth or administration. ¢
Twelve marks the Governmental Perfection and is used as the signature of

| srael 6. SOURCE: Bi bl i cal Mat h CS,
How to Count the Bible. VVallowe, Ed. F., The Olive Press, Columbia, S. C.,
c. 1998.

b) Two times twelve could speak of special angels having won a
strategic victory for Israel in the realm of human government. In this
way, the number 24 would be compatible with elders being angels.

12 IS ASSOCIATED WITH
DIVINELY APPOINTED GOVERNMENT.
ISRAEL IS A DIVINELY APPOINTED GOVERNMENT.

2 REPRESENTS WITNESSING.

TWO WITNESSES ARE REQUIRED IN A COURT OF LAW.
DISCIPLES WERE SENT OUT TO WITNESS IN SETS OF TWO.
ISRAEL IS THE ONLY NATION GIVEN THE RESPONSIBILITY

FOR WITNESSING.
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THUS, THE NUMBER TWENTY-FOUR IS ASSOCIATED WITH
WITNESSING SOMETHING IMPORTANT
CONCERNING DIVINE GOVERNMENT.

TWO TIMES TWELVE COULD REPRESENT HIGH
RANKING ANGELS WHO WITNESSED AND CARRIED OUT
SOME SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT PROTECTING DIVINE OR
EARTHLY GOVERNMENT.

PERHAPS THEY ARE SPECIAL ANGELS ASSOCIATED WITH
ISRAEL WHO WON AN IMPORTANT VICTORY FOR ISRAEL ON
GODO6S BEHALF.

Reference
024 is the number associated with the
which the earthly f or mSource: Numsers ane | was

Scripture, Bullinger, E.W., Kregel Publications.

On page 264 in his book, Numbers in Scripture, E. W. Bullinger also states:

oOWhy is it necessary for wus, when God
means something else? Why, when, in Revelation 4, we read of the twenty-

four heavenly elders, are we to assume they are anything but what we read,

viz., the leaders of the heavenly worship? Why seek to make them redeemed

men? Why not leave them alone? It is by such additions as these to what is

written that the people of God are divided up into many schools and
parties. o

Presbuteros (elderly) older, as a noun, a senior; spec. an Israelite

Sanhedrist (Also figuratively member of the celestial council) or
Christian fApresbyt efoce. ePtdrean g Gess pRe c
of the Greek Dictionary, #4245

2. ELDERS ARE “SEATED”

Point to the symbol for the twenty-four elders seated on the twenty-four
thrones.

a. “Sitting” implies the elders are at rest after satisfactorily
completing an important assignment. The elders are relaxed and at
peace because they have completed a job. Sitting on thrones implies
they are already ruling in some way. The scene in heaven is
concurrent with the beginning of the Tribulation on earth. The Church,
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as the bride of the Lamb, is busy being prepared for the wedding. The
Church is not at rest. Evaluation of Church age believers is just
beginning. The Church will rule with Christ in the Millennium, but
does not rule anything during the Tribulation. Additionally, Scripture
describes the Church ruling with Christ on His throne during the
Millennium (REVELATION 3:21) and the elders are sitting on
individual thrones of their own. It does not seem that elders represent
the Church in any way.

Display the Bema Seat symbol and show on a timeline when the scene in
heaven takes place.

b. Each elder occupies a separate throne.

1) The heavenly elders are never mentioned apart from their own
thrones or from The Throneof God. Each elder is in a position of
honor and authority.

THE HEAVENLY ELDERS ARE PERMANENTLY ASSOCIATED
WITH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

2) The distinct position of the EI der.
indicates a permanent attitude of worship anithplies a heavenly

identity. When earthly (human) creatures are referred to in heaven

prior to receiving resurrection bodies, they are located “under an

altar” (REVELATION 6:9) or “before the throne (REVELATION

7:9, 15).

3. ELDERS WEAR WHITE GARMENTS AND GOLDEN
CROWNS

Display the appropriate symbols.

a. White symbolizes purity and righteousness.

Di spl ay the +R (Godds Righteousnss) Sy

1) Righteousness and purity are permanent possessions of resurrected
believers. Church Age believers have resurrection bodies at the time
of the scene in heaven, but do not have their crowns and awards as a
group until the end of the Tribulation.
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2) It is true that Church Age believers are clothed in righteousness, but
Godobés Holy angels al so possess per m;:

3) Angelic position and rank was permanently set after the rebellion of
Lucifer and his demons in Eternity Past. Righteousness is already a
per manent possession of Godbés holy

b. Crowns imply victory.
Display the crown symbol.

1) These are not inherited crowns, they imply status or rank because of
victory previously earned and awarded permanently.

2) Church Age believers (though already in resurrection bodies) do not
receive awards (crowns) and permanent status until after this scene, after
the evaluation is complete. Therefore, Church Age believers would not
be wearing crowns at this time.

3) On the other hand, the permanent status of angels is established by
the time of this heavenly scene.

4. CONCLUSIONS
a. Facing facts about the elders identities.

In the scene behind the open door into heaven, twenty-four elders are

i nti mately associ at e d-fowwélderhareGod ods t hi
relaxed and at rest after satisfactorily completing a job in the past and

winning a victory (possibly connected with the nations of the world,

Israel in particular) entitling them to permanent seats of authority,

honor and leadership. They are good leaders. The elders are wise,

faithful, righteous, experienced and mature. They have a particular

realm of influence associated with directing unceasing worship of God

in heaven.

b. Some unlikely identities emerge when all known facts are
considered.

As a foundation for the following i/
concerning the First Resurrection. Briefly review the four stages and

allow questions and discussion. Be sure students recall what they

previously learned concerning the order of the first resurrection.
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HAVE ON DISPLAY A LARGE CHART OF THE FOUR STAGES OF
THE FIRST RESURRECTION. REFER TO IT AS NEEDED.

FIRST
ELDERS REPRESENTING PRIESTS OF ISRAEL IS UNLIKELY.

1) Comparing the order of events in Chapter five with the four stages
of the first resurrection shows the unlikelihood of the elders picturing
Old Testament believers or priests of Israel. Resurrection of believing
Israel takes place at the end of the Tribulation. Only then are Jewish
Old Testament and Tribulation believers united. It is the third stage of
the first resurrection.

Point to this specific time on the timeline chart of the stages of the
first resurrection.

2) During the Tribulation, only Church age believers possess
resurrection bodies. Souls and spirits of Old Testament saints (mostly
Jews) are in heaven without resurrection bodies. How could they be
sitting down? Where would they wear crowns?

3) Many Jewish believers die during the last half of the Tribulation.
They join other Jewish believers (who suffered the same fate early in
the Tribulation) in resurrection at the end of the Tribulation. They do
not have resurrection bodies at this time, either.

Refer again to the diagram highlighting the third stage of the first
resurrection.

4) Moses and Elijah (both Jews) have a job during the Tribulation.
They are resurrected at the end of the Tribulation and do not possess
resurrection bodies at this time. There are no resurrected Old
Testament or Tribulation saints in heaven at the time of the scene
through the open door.

Point again to the end of the Tribulation: the third stage of the first
resurrection.

Display symbol for Moses and Elijah resurrected.

Moses and Elijah, the two witnesses , are dealt with later in
REVELATION 11:3-12. Evidently these two Old Testament characters
are resuscitated (brought back to life in their physical bodies) in order
to perform a special assignment for God during the second half of the
Tribulation.
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SECOND
THESE ELDERS REPRESENTING THE CHURCH IS UNLIKELY.

1) The Rapture of the Church occurs just before the beginning of the
seven year Tribulation on earth.

2) John (called up to heaven in Chapter 5) pictures the Rapture of the
Church. Church Age believers have resurrection bodies but would
neither be seated on thrones ruling anything nor would they be
wearing crowns until the Bema Seat evaluation is complete at the end
of the Tribulation.

At this time, display the BEMA SEAT DIAGRAM showing time of
Rapture and Bema Seat.

3) Since John symbolizes the Rapture of Church, the Church would be
represented twice and the picture (type) therefore compromised if the
elders represent the Church, also.

4) Later, the Church is the Bride of Christ at the marriage supper of the
Lamb. The twenty-four elders are present at the marriage supper and
are obviously a separate group. Again, the Church would be
represented twice if elders picture the Church.

REVELATION 19:7 Let us rejoice and be glad
and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of
the Lamb has come and His bride (the Church)
has made herself ready.

THIRD
ELDERS REPRESENTING A COMBINATION OF
OLD TESTAMENT PRIESTS (12) AND
CHURCH AGE BELIEVERS (12) IS UNLIKELY.

The same reasons apply to this theory as well as the two previous
theories.

¢. The most commonly used arguments against the elders being
angels.
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FIRST
THE ELDERS OF REVELATION 4 CANNOT BE ANGELS
BECAUSE THE
TERM AELDERO ALWAYS REFERS TO HUMA

This argument is not valid: t h e t eigused ifirefdredcets s O
heavenly beings.

According to Charles Cardwell Ryrie, Th. D., Ph. D., Professor, Dallas
Theological Seminary, the words thrones, dominions and rulers speak of
rank among angels. Note footnote, Ryrie Study Bible;: COLOSSIANS 1:16,
p.1800 and EPHESIANS 1:21, p. 1781.

0The term elders is not restrict h u

The book of JOB refers to a heavenly council or senate connected with the

rule and government of Jehovah. (JOB 1:6
SECOND

THE ELDERS IN REVELATION 4 CANNOT BE ANGELS
BECAUSE THE ELDERS SING IN REVELATION 5:9 AND
ANGELS NEVER SING IN SCRIPTURE.

This argument is not valid: the morning stars (angels) sang at
creation.

JOB 38:6-7 On what were its bases sunk? Or
who laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars
(angels) sang together, and all the sons of God
(angels, again) shouted for joy?

THIRD
THE ELDERS IN REVELATION 4 CANNOT BE ANGELS
BECAUSE ANGELS HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF G«
IN REDEEMING MAN AND IN REVELATION CHAPTER 5
THE ELDERS PRAISE GOD
FOR HIS CREATION AND FOR HIS
GRACE IN THE REDEMPTION OF MAN.

This argument is not valid: it is true that angels do not experience

redemption, as humans experience it, personally and individually, but

angels are constantly watching God deal with man. Angels have

knowl edge of Godds grace in redempti ol
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EPHESIANS 3:10 In order that the manifold
wisdom of God might now be made known
through the church to the rulers and authorities
in the heavenly places (referring to angels).

I CORINTHIANS 4:9 For, I think, God has
exhibited us apostles last of all, as men
condemned to death; because we have become a
spectacle to the world, both to angels and to
men.

I CORINTHIANS 11:10 Therefore the woman
ought to have a symbol of authority on her head,
because of the angels (the angels are watching us).

I TIMOTHY 5:21 I solemnly charge you in the
presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His
chosen angels, (angels are watching men) to
maintain these principles without bias, doing
nothing in a spirit of partiality.

d. The best arguments supporting the elders being angels.

FIRST
THE ELDERS CARRY THE PRAYERS OF SAINTS.

Humans have no responsibility for the prayers of anyone except
themselves, they would not be carrying the prayers of other human
beings.

REVELATION 5:8 And when He had taken the
book, the four living creatures and the twenty-
four elders fell down before the Lamb, having
each one a harp and golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of the saints.

SECOND
THESE ELDERS
ARE EQUIPPED WITH HARPS.
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Although humans carry harps in PSALM 43:4, harps are more often
associated with angels.

THIRD
THESE ELDERS HAVE RANK.

Permanent rank among Holy angels is already established at the time
of this heavenly scene. Permanent rank and authority for any human
group is not established at this time.

FOURTH
THESE ELDERS ARE CLOSELY ASSOCIATED
WITH THE FOUR LIVING CREATURES AND THE
LIVING CREATURES ARE ANGELS.

1) The four living creatures mentioned later and associated with the
Elders in REVELATION 4:6-11 are obviously angels.

2) The language and narrative of Scripture handles both groups --
elders and living creatures, in the same way. The two groups join each
other in singing praises to the Lord for His work of creation and for
His grace.

FIFTH
THESE ELDERS PRAISE GOD FOR
THE MIRACLE OF CREATION.

1) Angels witnessed creation (human beings did not witness creation).
Angels have first hand knowledge of the miracle of creation.

2) It makes sense that orders of Holy angels would sing the praises of
the Creator God who paid the price of redemption for His creation and
His creatures.

A critical argument concerning the words of the song sung by the

el ders is solved by a correctef
i n Revelation 5:10. The words
American Standard Bible (the translation used in these lessons.)

REVELATION 5:10 And Thou hast made them to
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be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will
reign upon the earth. (NASB)

Bullinger says: 0Those who regard the
redeemed have done so on the supposed authority of REVELATION 5:9; but

they have been misled by some scribe who, in copying REVELATION 5:9,

altered certain words either to make the passage conform to REVELATION

1:5, 6 (which is somewhat similar), or to support this very view. Thus, it has

been handed down that these twenty-four elders were redeemed, and are

therefore glorified human beings.

But it is now known that the ancient and true reading was very different. That
reading is given in the Revised Versi
new song, saying, Worthy art Thou to take the book, and open the seals thereof;

for Thou wast slain and didst purchase unto God men of every tribe, and

tongue, and people, and nation, and madest them to be unto our God a
kingdom and priests: and theyr ei gn upon the earth. o

(The words in question are underlined and non-italicized.)

Thus, the ancient and true reading takes away all ground for making
these elders redeemed men, and leaves them the angelic leaders of the
heavenly worship.

3) Angels constantly watch God dealing with man. Angels can sing the
praises of God both in creation and in His redemptive dealings with the
human race, from observation. Humans were not there at creation.
Humans have first hand knowledge of redemption, only. Angels have
knowledge of both.

SPECIAL NOTE FOR TEACHERAND STUDENTS: The fact that

these Elders are angels of some special order does not in any way

contradict believers of the Church Age throwing crowns at the feet of

Jesus Christ after receiving them. All awards, rewards and decorations

belong to Jesus Christ and all will be thrownat the feet of the One who

made it all possible. Believers, however; cannot cast their crowns before

Godds throne before they receive t hi
and rewarded at the time of Johnos
crowns until the end of the Tribulation.

Additionally, all known objections to these elders being angels (with the

exception of one claiming angels never wear crowns) have been

satisfactorily addressed. One negative point is not sufficient proof
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against their identity as angels.
d. The most likely identity of the elders is special angels.

Judging from the facts as we know them thus far, the elders represent a

wise, special order of high-ranking Holy angels who have witnessed and

won a special victory for divine or world Governments (probably on

behalf of | srael). Il n the scene arounc
for directing heavenly worship.

5. CLASS ACTIVITY: Same for three sessions.

Display a large picture of the throne room, if possible. At this time, if not
handled during the lesson, help students add the symbol for 24 elders
seated on 24 thrones to their Class Activity page.

6. MEMORY VERSE: REVELATION 4:11

Memory Verse, introduced in the previous lesson, is the same for the next
two lessons. REPEAT MEMORY VERSE Page for REVELATION 4:11.

7. PARAPHRASE: Same for three lessons. See previous lesson.

|
8. SONG: oOHol y(prchHdmé iyclass K arédyicsame
song).

CLOSING PRAYER

Thank you, Heavenly Father, for the preview peep into your throne room. In
Jesusd name, Amen.




