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REVELATION 6:12-17

OPENING PRAYER

Let us bow our heads for silent prayer to prepare for the most important
activity in the life of God’s child: study of God’s Word. Then I will pray out
loud.

Dear heavenly Father, We thank you for Your plan of salvation that makes
it possible for imperfect creatures to live with You and Your perfect Son in
Your perfect home. Be with us, now as we study and allow Your Spirit to
give us understanding of things too deep for the natural man. May we
always remember our dependence on You and may we continue to grow in
love for You and our fellowman by means of Your Word. In Jesus’ name, we
pray. Amen.

REVIEW

Vocabulary List
Martyr: One who gives his life for what he believes.

Tribulation martyrs: Two groups of cruelly murdered Tribulation
believers. One group killed during the first three and a half years because of
faith in Christ, waits for a second future group who will be killed in the
same way during the second three and a half years.

Slain: A word meaning slaughtered or killed in an unlawful way, carrying
sacrificial undertones.

Summary. The fourth seal described judgment upon unbelievers. The fifth
seal dealt with the death of believers. During the Tribulation, many trust
Jesus Christ as Savior, some even forfeit their lives because of their faith.
The fifth seal described believers (now in heaven after being cruelly
murdered during the first half of the Tribulation) calling for justice upon
those who murdered them. A valid request since the Tribulation is a time of
judgment.

God requests their patience as other martyrs would soon join them and He
would avenge their murders at the same time. He reminded them that He
had never failed them before and they could trust Him to apply perfect
judgment in this case, also.

I. SEVEN SEAL JUDGMENTS III
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A. SIXTH SEAL

1. CLASS ACTIVITY

Class Activity continues from previous lesson. Students should place
the symbol for the Sixth Seal in the correct spot on the Class Activity
Timeline. Action returns to earth and Scripture describes the end of
the Tribulation.

Direct students to tear apart the symbol for the sixth seal judgment in
appreciation of the actions of the Lamb who is worthy to break all
seven seals.

Display the sixth seal symbol and the Sixth Seal judgment symbol.
Direct placement of sixth seal judgment on Tribulation Timeline.

Remind students of the teaching on the words, “like”, “as” and “As it
were”.

TRIBULATION

First event Middle event Final event

31/2 YEARS 31/2 YEARS 6th

Seal l

Here

BE SURE TO TEAR APART THE SYMBOL FOR
THE SIXTH SEAL TO SHOW YOUR APPROVAL
OF THE ACTIONS OF THE LAMB, THE ONLY
ONE WORTHY TO BREAK THE SEALS.

REVELATION 6:12 And I looked when He

broke the sixth seal (tear apart symbol for sixth

seal) , and there was a great earthquake; and the

sun became black “as” sackcl oth made
andthewh ol e moon became “Il i ke”

REVELATION 6:13 And the stars of the sky fell

to the afarat hf,i g© tree casts its unri

when shaken by a great wind.
REVELATION 6:14 And the sky was split apart

“like” a scroll when it (S rol |l ed up;

mountain and island were (really moved, not “like”
they were moved or “as it were”) moved out of their
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places.

REVELATION 6:15 And the kings of the earth
and the great men and the commanders and the
rich and the strong and every slave and free man,
hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks
of the mountains..

REVELATI ON 6 : 1 6theseverdcategotiee y  (

mentioned in verse 15 which includes every category of

unbeliever) said to the mountains and to the rocks.

“Fal l on us and hide wus from the
Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath

of the Lamb..

Notice verses 15 and 16 do not <cont .
wer eo. Quite a contrast between unb
here and their attitude at the crucifixion, when they were in control.

2. TRUTH CONSIDERED

The Fifth Seal described a scene in heaven. The Sixth Seal shifts back

to earth and describes a great earthquake. Si X i s Sat ands numkt
the number of man. Is it not interesting that because of the great

earthquake at the sixth seal, great physical changes occur all over earth

(ruled by Satan, inhabited by man,b ut only the temporar
pl aceo of believers)?

a. God judges through natural disaster.

God 1s King of creation. God controls earth and judges through natural
di saster. Scripture |lists six (man:
used by God in this particular judgment.

1) Two are earthly disasters.
a) First, there is a great earthquake.

b) Second, everymountain and island moves out of its original place.
This is not a local earthquake. It is universal. It affects the whole
world. It sounds like a description of the end of the Tribulation. What
do you think?

c) Scripture does not say all mountains and islands are destroyed, but
all are changed. Earth goes into the Millennium changed (purified).
The Sixth Seal is a description of the end of the Tribulation.
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Call attention to the fact that most descriptions are literal. Study, also
JOEL 2:30, 31and MATTHEW 24:29, 30.

2) Four are heavenly disasters.

a)First,t t he sun turns black. Scripture doe
something black. It describes how dark it is: there is total darkness and
the darkness is thick fdlikeo sackcl oth

Darkness is the absence of light. Not only is there literal darkness, but
there is absolute, spiritual darkness as well. Light equals knowledge of
God. There is complete absence of knowledge of God on earth at this
particular time. It is the end of the Tribulation.

b) Second,t he moon becomes fAliked blood. Th
into |1 ter al bl ood. | t turns red and
moon turn red?

* On AUGUST 27, 1883, over a century ago, something happened
along the Indonesian coastline in the South Seas that sheds light on the
moon | ooking Ali keo bl ood.

* In the center of the Sudan Straits 30 miles from land in all directions,
a volcanic Island named Krakatoa erupted with power equivalent to an
atomic explosion. Sound from the eruption traveled 3,000 miles and
was heard in Australia.

Recent documentary: Discovery Channel “Krakatoa, Island of Destruction”
ISLAND OF KRAKATOA e-mail:discovery.com krakotoa

* The eruption caused a huge mass of liquefied gas to flow down the
sides of the volcano. People did not burn up, but died by drowning in
liquefied gas. Thick layers of debris reacting, as hot ash met water,
caused displacement of water and created tsunamis. There is
unbelievable pressure behind the water of a tsunami. We have had a
taste of it on our own shores with Katrina and the connected disasters.

* Numerous tsunamis resulted from Kr ak
responsible for the destruction of 165 coastal villages. Afterwards,

scientists discovered a thick layer of piroclastic ash surrounding what

remained of the islandéenough to Bury
fifteen feet of flow. Atmospheric reflections around the world caused

the moon to appear red.

* Most of the island disappeared at tF
back! In 1927, violent eruptions broke through and a new volcano was
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born. Krakatoa is growing again and is inhabited again. The newly
formed volcano is dangerous again! Intensified earthquakes and
volcanic eruptions during the Tribulation will cause the moon to look
Ali kedo a ball of blood. It wi
time, too. Imagine, if you will, a thousand or more Krakatoas taking
place all over the world, every mountain moving out of its place, each
one causing three or four tsunamis in every direction! How grateful we
should be to God for protecting His children from His wrath that

comes upon all the world to judge those who are settled down here.

|| pr o

Believersare NOTs et t |l ed down i n Satands wor |

uncomfortable.

In 2004, a tsunami occurred in Thailand and I (in Tallahassee,
Florida) saw...with my own two eyes, the moon look “like’” blood. It
appeared reddish in color, not bright red, but enough for me to see
how it could happen. If teacher has photos of Krakatoa or any other
catastrophe of this caliber, now would be a good time to exhibit them.

¢) Third,a s hower of stars falls f
casts even its unripe figs when a great wind shakes the tree.

* Star fragments will literally fall from heaven to earth. Imagine! A
Ashower o of celestial bodies
compares the falling stars to a fig tree casting figs from its branches
because a great wind shakes them free.

* The Fig tree pictures Israel. Shaking pictures judgment.

* A great wind shakes loose both ripe and unripe figs. Great judgment
from God is meted out against the Nation of Israel.

Display some symbols and/or pictures here for judgment, great wind, fig
trees and the nation of Israel.

SHAKING THE FIG TREE
INFORMS US THE TRIBULATION IS A JEWISH AGE AND
ISRAEL IS UNDER CONCENTRATED JUDGMENT FROM GOD.

See also: JEREMIAH 8:13; ISAIAH 34:2; MATTHEW 21:19
d) Summary.

When a fig tree is violently shaken even the unripe figs fall to the
ground.

Shaking signifies separation. The purpose of this judgment is to
separate believers from unbelievers. Judgment is concentrated on

rom he

bombar
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Israel and it pictures the Separation of Sheep and Goats at the end of
the Tribulation.

Sheep are believing Jews plus those Gentiles who demonstrate their
faith in Christ by being kind to Jews during the Tribulation.
(MATTHEW 25:40-46) Sheep go, alive, into the Millennium.

Goats are unbelievers. They go to Hades. Arrival in or identification
with Hades and Satan's defeat is the Baptism of Fire.

Display Sheol-Hades symbol. Display Separation of Sheep and Goats symbol
include Baptism of Fire symbol at the bottom.

ISAIAH 34:4 And all the host of heaven shall be
dissolved and the heavens shall be rolled

t ogetak’era “scr ol I : and all their host
downas” “t he | eaf falleth off from the
“as" a falling fig from a fig tree.
HEBREWS 12:26, 27 And His voice shook the

earth then, but now He has promised saying,

“Yet once more | wi || shake onl

but also the heaven (it scems heaven also has a few
purifying needs. Perhaps some demons are still lurking
around after Satan’s permanent banishment to earth.)
And this expression, , Yet once mor e
removing of those things which can be shaken,
as of created things, in order that those things
which cannot be shaken (the things that last
forever, such as the Wordof God) may r emai n

4) Fourth,t he sky appears to split apart an

The second heaven: the atmosphere above the earth in which the sun,

moon and stars appear is greatly affected. The sky does not turn into a
scrol |, but its appearance is Alikeo
to describe a nuclear reaction or concoction of some kind.

Display symbol for the sky rolling up “like” a scroll. If photos of a recent
tsunami are available, display or distribute them to class.

3. TRUTH EMERGES

Details of the Sixth Seal match descriptions of the final days of the
Tribulation do they not? These cataclysmic changes are part of the
destruction concurrent with the Second Advent.
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Help students place the Sixth Seal at the end of the Tribulation on the time
line. If students seem confused, keep discussing the point until you see the
light of understanding in their eyes. Help them observe that the Sixth Seal
could not be a description of anything but the end of the Tribulation. Full
understanding of future lessons depends on the foundation here.

a. Truth emerges about judgment.

1) The Sixth Seal describes earth at the return of the Lord Jesus Christ
immediately before the Millennium.

Let me say, that after years of studying and teaching the book of Revelation,
I have come to believe the seals, trumpets and drinking goblets are not
consecutive in their order of appearance in Scripture, but are three different
points of view of the Tribulation judgments. This is a theory from a mere
Bible student, not a Theologian. The theory is not clear in every detail.
Young students seem to enjoy considering its possibility. It causes them to
get into the Word of God with greater interest. It is, however, only a theory.
Make certain the students understand and know the theory would not be
presented for their consideration if it contradicted sound Doctrine. It
certainly helps us understand “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” which is
our main purpose and goal after all.

2) The correct spot for the Sixth Seal on our timeline is at the end of

the Tribulation. Three sets of judgments weave in and out and overlap

each other to present three separate views of Tribulation judgments

from man, the earth and the heavenly realm. The final judgment in

each set describes Christods return,
Fire, all of which occur at the end of the Tribulation.

3) The judgments describe many of the same events and fill in gaps for
each other. REVELATION 16:18 is an example.

Point out that verses found later in Revelation 16 describe the seventh bowl
or goblet judgment. Yet the words are the same. Joel and Acts contain
similar descriptions. All are descriptions of the final days of the Tribulation.

REVELATION 16:18, 19 And there were flashes
of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder;
and there was a great earthquake, such as there
had not been since man came to be upon the
earth, so great an earthquake was it and so

mighty.

REVELATION 16:20 And every island fled away,
and the mountains were not found.
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JOEL 2: 30-31 And I will display wonders in the
sky and on the earth, Blood, fire and columns of
smoke. The sun will be turned into darkness
and the moon into blood, before the great and
awesome day of the Lord comes.

ACTS 2:20 The sun shall be turned into
darkness, and the moon into blood, before the
great and glorious day of the Lord shall come.

4) These passages describe the Second Advent of the Lord. The sixth
seal deals with the complete blackness and the redness of the moon
just before the return of the Lord to earth after the Tribulation.

b. Truth emerges as an important aside.
1) At the cross there was a blackout of the sun because God wanted to

protect His Son from the cruel eyes of the world in the hours of His
agony as He bore our sins on the cross.

MATTHEW 27:45 Now from the sixth hour
darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth
hour. ”

2) At the time of Christbés second comi

the sun so the whole world may see the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the
Light of the world.

3) As He returns in complete darkness, without the sun, with no light

to reflect from the moon, the entire world will be in utter darkness.

AThe Light of the Worl do Jesus Chri st
corner of the world as He descends to earth in the glory of His

resurrection light.

IN THE OLD TESTAMENT, ISAIAH DESCRIBES THE SAME
SCENE.

ISAIAH 13:9-10 Behold, the day of the Lord is
coming, cruel with fury and burning anger, to
make the land a desolation; and He will
exterminate its sinners from it. For the stars of
heaven and their constellations will not flash
forth their light; the sun will be dark when it
rises, and the moon will not shed its light.

For teacher’s own knowledge, study MATTHEW 24:29 - 31. Display or
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distribute a diagram of The Day of the Lord.

4) Six of the seven seals are already on the Class Activity Time Line.
They present an overview of the entire Tribulation. The Seventh Seal
is a bit different. As the Seventh Seal is broken it brings forth the
Seven Trumpet judgments and directs our attention back to the mid
point of the Tribulation, which is when the Seven Trumpet judgments
begin.

¢. Truth emerges about unbelievers

REVELATION 6:15, 16 And the 1)kings of the
earth and the 2)great men and the 3)commanders
and the 4)rich and the 5)strong and every 6)slave
and 7)free man, hid themselves in the caves and
among the rocks of the mountain; and they said
to the mountains and to the rock:
and hide us from the presence of him who sits
on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;
for the great day of their (God, the Father, the Son
and Holy Spirit) wrath has come; and who is able
to stand?”

B. CONCLUSION

1. NO TURNING TO GOD

a. The devastation of the Tribulation scares men dreadfully, but instead

of turning to God and believing in Jesus Christ as Savior, arrogant

unbelievers turn farther away from God. They rely on their own

human systems for security. Their own human systems are worthless,

but they willnot honorGod 6s sol ution: believing
in their place.

b. Another principle is involved for those who believe God arbitrarily
chooses those who are saved and man
way. If the judgments are not designed to draw men to God and cause

them to change their minds about Christ as Savior, why would God

inflict such purposeless suffering on His creatures? It seems that, if

this were true, Satanb6s accusation
have merit, after all.
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2. SEVEN CATEGORIES INVOLVED

Unbelievers from every o
compl eted categorical | i
from every walk of life.

a. Rulers (REVELATION 6:15 calls them
b. Political leadersi figr eat meno.

c. Military leadersi Aic o mmander s 0.

d. Wealthy peoplei ir i ¢ h 0.
e. The workingclassi N st r on
f. Anyone under bondage-i T h e
g. Those not under bondage i fi T h

3. SUMMARY

Individuals from all categories refuse to believe in The Lord Jesus
Christ as Savior during the Tribulation.

A
n

go.
sl aveo (many are
e free mano.

S5
D
=]

All have equal opportunity. All are given a fair chance. They
experience first-hand the power and wrath of God during the
Tribulation. The devastation fills unbelievers with fear. Still they
refuse to turn to God for forgiveness.

Instead, they turn away, try to hide from and even curse God.

They look up and see Jesus Christ as He returns to earth, but none of
them change their minds and trust Jesus. Incredibly, they call on rocks,
not God. Each one makes his own choice. Have you made your
choice? I have made my choice to trust Jesus Christ as my Savior and
I am so glad. I pray you have made that choice, too.

See also [OEL 2:11, 31, ZEPHANIAH 1:14-18; MALACHI 3:2

REVELATI ON 6: 17 ..for the gre-~y "~y o0
wrath has come; and who is able to stand? _N

| NDEED, WHO I S ABLE TOSGILADRHN? ONLY G
| N GOD6S PLAN, THATO0S WHO!

CHAPTER 7 WILL ANSWER THIS QUESTION IN MORE
DETAIL.

CLOSING PRAYER

Thank You, Father that because we are Your children, we are protected from
Your wrath and instead can bask in Your love and grace. Thank You, in
Jesus” Name. Amen.




