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REVELATION 6:3-8

OPENING PRAYER

Let us take a few moments to talk to God privately. Then I will open class with
prayer.

Dear Heavenly Father, Guide us into all truth as we open Your Word to see what
You have for us to learn. We thank You for Your marvelous plan for our
salvation, for Your Spirit, our teacher, for Your miraculous Word that is able to
bring about changes in us as we grow in grace and knowledge of You. Thank You
for Your matchless grace and thank You for loving us. In Jesus” name, we pray.
Amen.

REVIEW
Vocabulary

Time Lapse Principle: 4 specific time skipped over completely as if it does
not exist.

Anti-Semitism: An irrational hatred of and desire to destroy all Jewish
people (descendants of Shem) simply because they are Jews.

The Great Tribulation: The last three and a half years of the final seven
years of the Jewish Age, an unprecedented time of trouble and anti-Semitism.

Counterfeit: a copy of the original made with the deliberate intent to deceive.

Summary

A special summary/review follows in preparation for a study of the
Tribulation. Use as needed.

The removal of the Church.

The word church comes from a Greek word meaning “called out group or
assembly”. It implies people getting together based on a common interest. There is
a distinct difference between the Church of Christ (COLOSSIANS 1:18) and a
local church. (I CORINTHIANS 1:2).

The universal or True Church is composed of all who trust Jesus Christ as Savior
from the Day of Pentecost to the rapture. A local church is a group meeting
together, and may be a mixture of believers and unbelievers.

Additional information on the difference between the True Church and the

| ocal church i1 s in Teacher’s Append
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At the beginning of the Tribulation members of the True Church are caught up from
earth and the restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit is absent with them. Only
unbelievers remain on earth as the Tribulation begins. The word “Church” appears
only one more time in the book of Revelation (Revelation 22:16)

fThe Cburches
Christ refers to those receiving the book of REVELATION as “the Churches”.

REVELATION 22:16 I, Jesus have sent My angel to testify
to you these things for the churchesé

Following the Church Age, during the Tribulation, the True Church is in heaven,
being prepared as the Bride of Christ.

REVELATION 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say,
0Come.

The religious system on earth during the Tribulation has no Holy Spirit, no true
believers and is called “the harlot” -- meaning the counterfeit, false or fake bride.
Salvation is not in an organization or a system, it is in a person: the Lord Jesus Christ.

During the Tribulation, the Holy Spirit no longer indwells believers. He is still in the
business of drawing individuals to Christ, however, and many will trust Jesus
Christ as Savior during the Tribulation.

The Lamb

At first, no one was found worthy to break the seals on the scroll, but finally, an angel
told John there was a worthy One: it was a baby Lamb standing (after being sacrificed).
He was a unique Lamb who was also a Lion: the Lamb of God and the Lion from the
tribe of Judah, none other than the Lord Jesus Christ.

A Book

John saw a new item in the hand of the One on the throne — a book (scroll) heavily
written upon and sealed with seven seals. We discovered this scroll to be earth’s title
deed, with the story of redemption written all over it. The book (scroll) contained so
much writing because the record of redemption and purification of creation for the
reign of God'’s Son is a long, complicated report. The Lamb now breaks the seven seals,
and seven judgments come forth.

Due to additional time needed for Class Activity, no memory verse is suggested for this
session.

I. SEVEN SEAL JUDGMENTS

A. BACKGROUND
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1. THE TRIBULATI ON: DANI EL6S SEVENT

a. Following their Babylonian captivity, Israel was promised 490 more years
before they would be totally purified from apostasy and sin and restored to
prominence and honor. The clock started ticking with a decree by Artaxerxes
Longimanus to rebuild and restore Jerusalem in 445 B.C. and ends at the
Second Advent (Nehemiah 2:5). The clock stopped ticking after only 483
years: seven years short of the total. Seven years are missing.

b. Helpful information.

1) The word fAweekso in the book of
actually referring to fAyearso.

2) The 490 nAnyearso are calcul ated i

3) Seventy weeks literally means 70 times 7, which equals 490 years.
(Calculate the math on the board for students to see. 70 X 7 = 490.)

4) God never counts time with Israel when they are out of their own land or
out of Godbés plan (Numbers 14: 34; E

2. SEVEN MISSING YEARS

Read Daniel 9:24-27. Advise students to keep their Bibles open to this portion of
Scripture as you review the information.

DANI EL6S SEVENTY WEEKS OR 490 °

The 490 years begin wi t h Artaxerxes Longi manus
restore and rebuild the city of Jerusalem and goes to the 2nd Advent.

THE 490 YEARS ARE DIVIDED INTO THREE SECTIONS

ARTAXERCES DECREE CHRI ST6S SECOND
445 B.C. 2. The time from the
completion of the walls to the
1. From the decree until cross which happens before the 3.
the walls were actually destruction of Jerusalem 7 MISSING
rebuilt. in A.D. 70. YEARS.
7 X 7 =49 years 62 X 7=434 1 X 7="17 years

The first two divisions are history. The third division is future.

AND OUR MYSTERY IS SOLVED!
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Daniel 9:27 confirms the 7 years of Tribulation.

DANIEL 9:27 And he (Antichrist) will make a
firm covenant (the treaty of peace) with the many
(the Jews) for one week (7 years).

3. THE DICTATOR

Antichrist is Dictator of the Revived Roman Empire at the beginning
of the Tribulation. His influence soon covers the entire earth.
Wherever there is an earthly dictator, there is slavery. Eventually, this
man enslaves the whole world.

4. ANGELS

In Chapter 6, the scene is still in heaven and our old friends the living
creatures direct action connected with the breaking of four seals by
commanding four horses to figo fortho.

5. HORSES
a. It is helpful to know what horses picture in Scripture.

ZECHARIAH 1:8 I saw at night and behold a
man was riding on a red horse and he was
standing among the myrtle trees that were in the
ravine, with red, sorrel, and white horses behind
him.

VERSE 9 Then I sai d, 0 My Lor d, what
these?90

The questioner was not asking whether these were pigs or horses. He
knew they were horses. He was asking,
for?0 or AWhat do they teach us?o

VERSE 11 So, they answered the angel of the
Lord who was standing among the myrtle trees,
and s dhegk are those whom the Lord has
sent to patrol the earth.6

b. Horses picture God stepping into the affairs of men by
patrolling the earth.

The events about to happen next in our study are judgments upon the
earth and they originate from heaven. God uses Satan and his evil
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motives to aid in the judgment earth deserves. This is one of the ways
God steps into the affairs of men.

¢. Terrorism and cold war

Call students attention to the Cl a
line activity should already have the first, last and middle events of the

Tribulation and the symbol for the first horseman (the first seal

Jjudgment) pasted in the correct spot.

The white horse characterizes the first half of the Tribulation. Though
there 1s underground fighting, Antichrist engages in no open attacks of
war, he pretends to promote peace. Terrorism and cold war thrive,
however and Antichrist is their secret promoter.

d. An impression of peace.

The aura of peace continues until the second seal is broken. The next

three horsemen summarize the 2nd half of the Tribulation. The second

horseman depicts open warfare and the last two picture the normal
aftermaths of wareé progressing fron

6. CLASS ACTIVITY

There are three Class Activities in this session.

1. Work on Tribulation Timelines continues. Students continue pasting symbols

in the correct place on the Tribulation time line as each judgment is covered.
Teacher should place all four horsemen symbols in a row on flannel board
and direct students to position their small horsemen symbols in the correct
spot on their activity timelines as each seal is broken.

2. Students may tear apart paper symbols as Scripture describes the
breaking of each of the seven seals. Pictures of large seal symbols are in
Teacher’s Guide. Teacher should make enough copies for each student to
have 7 symbols each. Instruct students as follows:

(Display the large seal symbol and distribute symbols for students to tear in
half.) Teacher should prepare ahead or allow time for cutting out seals so
students can tear them in half at the correct time. (Students also seem to
enjoy teacher participation in this activity.) Tearing apart a symbolic seal
for each judgment is a continuing Class Activity. Keep large seal
symbols handy until the seal judgments are completed.

3. Third activity: Completing work on personal seals.

a. A package delivered with a broken seal is always viewed with
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suspicion. There are many different sealing methods today, but before
the nineteenth century, a certain system dominated: hot sealing wax
was applied over the package opening. When the wax cooled and
hardened package tampering was easily detected. A practice of using
brass to press into the hot wax gained popularity. Individuals carved
their personal, family or business crests into brass to signify
possession and protection. The presence of such a crest sent a message
that anyone tampering with the seal, would answer to the owner of the
crest. Keep the purpose of seals and crests in mind during the seven
seal jJjudgmentsodo study.

Additional possibility for Class Activity: commercial kits using sealing
wax (available at craft stores) provide an appropriate class activity.
Strict supervision is required. If teacher includes such an activity,
draft a couple of parents for supervisory duty.

b. At the teacheros direction students
symbols with a flourish and throw them to the floor. The trash can be

cleaned up later, which is more than can be said when the genuine

seals are broken.

KEEP IN MIND THAT WE TEAR SYMBOLS TO SHOW OUR
APPROVAL OF THE LAMBO S ACTI ONS.

7. MORE ABOUT SEALS

REVELATION 6:1 And I saw when the Lamb
broke one of the seven seals and I heard one of
the four living creatures saying as with a voice of
thunder, 0 Go 0

The Biblical text (NASB) says iACome

0
altered in this study daathgthei | 1 be re
four horsemen of gabforth (Seeiprevidsleskomo ur s e al
for explanation.)

cCoO
S

B. FIRST FOUR SEALS

Display four seal symbols... not visuals with horses. Seal symbols only.

1. FIRST SEAL: RIDER OF WHITE HORSE

The first hor seman should alr
Timeline.
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a. Chart.
SEVEN YEAR TRIBULATION
First event Middle event Final event
Signing of treaty Setting up of the idol Armageddon
FIRST HORSEMAN
Covers the first half of
the Tribulation.

REVELATION 6:2 And I looked, and behold, a
white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and
a crown was given to him; and he went out
conquering and to conquer.

The Lamb, whom we know to be Jesus Christ, broke the first seal and
the living creature with the face of a lion called i G 0 The rider of the
white horse went forth immediately.

Direct students to tear the first seal in two.

LET US ALL TEAR THE FIRST SEAL SYMBOL IN HALF AND
THROW IT ON THE FLOOR TO SHOW OUR APPROVAL OF THE
ACTIONS OF THE LAMB: THE ONLY
ONE WORTHY OF BREAKING THE SEALS

b. God, stepping into the affairs of men.

We know horses symbolize God stepping into the affairs of man. The

color of the horse pictures the type of intervention. White symbolizes
victory. The phrasei He went out conqueéendi ng and
of verse 2) is consistent with that view. The white horse tells us God

empl oys Antichristdés deception and
men and patrol the world. Jesus Christ controls history.

¢. The rider on this white horse carries a bow, but no arrows.

The presence of a bow and the absence of arrows represents
underground terrorism without open warfare. The rider of the white
horse is a two-faced victor and a counterfeit. He pretends to be
peaceful while secretly directing terrorism. Satan has already given
this dictator a crown. The world credits him with maintaining peace,
but it is a counterfeit peace. He is a man of unbridled cruelty. He is the
inhumane Antichrist, pretending to be Christ., the Prince of Peace

d. Summary of the first seal: the white horseman.

The rider of the white horse is initially successful at everything he
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aims to do. He wears a crown
victories won through lies and deception.

gi ven”

The white horseman is the powerful dictator of the Revived Roman
Empire, pretending to be the Prince of Peace. He secretly promotes
cold war, underground activity, social decadence and terrorism in
order to gain control.

Since September 11, 2001, the people of the world have witnessed

horrible attitudes building up with increasing frequency. Students of

Scripture recognize the stage is set for Antichrist to take over, but
Antichrist’s i1 dentity wil/| not be reve
from earth. Antichrist will use everything in his power to wipe out the

Jews and conquer the world.

The rider of the white horse is an important ruler at the beginning of
the Tribulation. He might be on the scene somewhere, today, but he is
not in control and cannot possibly be identified for sure. The first seal
covers the first three and a half years of the Tribulation.

Antichrist is head of the Western Ten Nation Federation of the Revived
Roman Empire at the beginning of the Tribulation. He is recognized
as a world leader or he would not be powerful enough to sign a treaty
with the Jews.

(Display the peace treaty symbol.)

God uses the rider of the white horse to step into the affairs of men.
Antichrist guarantees to protect the Jews and they (and their leader,
the False Prophet) trust him to fulfill his promise. He is a liar, of

course. He is the phantom author of terrorism and the sly sponsor of
underground war.

(Display the symbol for the white horse.)

All pretense of peace is taken away by the second horseman.

These facts fit what we have learned so far about the first half of the
Tribulation.

Some teach the first horseman is Jesus Christ. In spite of many similarities,
it is not correct. Remind students that is exactly what a counterfeit is: one
who impersonates the real thing with the intent to deceive and commit

fraud.

REVELATION 6:2 is a description of Antichrist. REVELATION 19:11 is
a description of Jesus Christ.




REVELATION is NOT a Mystery—TEACHER’S GUIDE

e. Basic chart contrasting the two white horse riders.

BOTH RIDE ON WHITE HORSES SIGNIFYING GOD STEPPING
INTO THE AFFAIRS OF MEN.

CHRIST ANTICHRIST
REVELATION 19:11-16 REVELATION 6:2
HIS CROWN: The real crown (diadema). HIS CROWN: A crown earned in some
The crown of the King. It belongs to Him way (stephanos). A victorods
as His right just as authority is also His case, awarded by Satan for victories won
inherent right. on his (Satands) behal f . An
Satandéds man, a cofnterfeit
HIS WEAPON: A sword from His counterfeit crown. He gained authority by
mouth. An internal weapon. He is the evil, dishonest deeds.
Word of God.
He IS God. HIS WEAPON: A bow without a sheaf of
_ arrows. An external weapon of deception.
He is guilty of widespread victory by
fostering terrorism from a distance,
pretending he is not responsible.
He IS a counterfeit.

Though both horses are the same color, the riders are not the same.
One rider is a counterfeit: a phony, a copy of the original. Antichrist in
the Tribulation is the ultimate evil deceiver and counterfeit.
Counterfeits are not haphazardly put together, they are carefully and
meticulously devised.

MATTHEW 24: 4 And Jesus answered and said
unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you.
For many will come in My name, saying, I am
the Christ; and shall deceive many.

f. Antichrist has many names and references.

1) Man of lawlessness; son of destruction: Il THESSALONIANS 2:3
2) The lawless one: Il THESSALONIANS 2:8

3) A beast in REVELATION 13: 1-10;17

4) The little horn in DANIEL 8:9

5) One who makes desolate in DANIEL 9:27

6) DANIEL 11:21 refers to a ruler of Syria named Antiochus
Epiphenes, an evil man who persecuted the Jews and put a stop to
Jewish sacrifices. In a horrible act of blasphemy he offered a pig (an
abomination to Jews) for sacrifice in the temple. He was a real king
around 175 B.C. He is called a vile person and he pictures Antichrist.



THE TRIBULATION: Seven Seals Background ~ 1st Four Seals REVELATION 6:3-8 #11

DANIEL 11: 21 And in his estate shall stand up
a vile person to whom they shall not give the
honor of the kingdom: but he shall come in
peaceably and obtain the kingdom by flatteries.

7) He is referred to as fthat wicked one

II THESSALONIANS 2:9-11 And then (after the
Church Age) shall that wicked (that” wicked one”:
the Antichrist) be revealed, whom the Lord shall
consume with the spirit of His mouth and shall
destroy with the brightness of His coming. (Jesus
Christ will destroy the power of the Antichrist when
He returns. Again, Isn’t it nice to know who wins?)
Even him, whose coming is after the working of
Satan with all power and signs and lying
wonders. (As powerful as this one is, Jesus is more
powerful. Jesus is Omnipotent.)

8) And a king of fierce countenance.

DANIEL 8: 23-25 And in the latter time of their
kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the
full, (people have become horrible) a king of fierce
countenance and understanding dark sentences,
shall stand up. And his power shall be mighty,
but not by his own power: (Satan will give him his
power.) and he shall destroy wonderfully (The
destruction he is responsible for will be a cause for
wonder in a bad way.) and shall prosper and
practice and shall destroy the mighty and the
holy people. And through his policy also he
shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; (He will
be sly and crafty in an evil way) and he shall
magnify himself in his heart and by peace
shall destroy many: he shall also stand up
against the Prince of Princes; but he shall be
broken without hand. (In the end he will be
defeated by the Lord Jesus Christ.)

9) He causes things to be ruined and become useless (desolate).

DANIEL 9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant
(The treaty) with many ( The Jews) for one week:
( Seven years) and in the midst of the week (after
three and a half years) he shall cause the sacrifice
and the oblation to cease and for the
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overspreading of abominations (doing more
horrible things )he shall make it desolate, even
until the consummation (until the end) and that
determined shall be poured upon the desolate.
(Those things determined by God ahead of time will
certainly happen.)

10) These names and descriptions reveal the unprecedented
wickedness of Antichrist. Our knowledge increases as the study
continues.

2. SECOND SEAL: RIDER OF RED HORSE

Students should have symbols for the second, third and fourth seals in their
possession. Direct them to tear apart the large seal symbol.

a. Be alert and tear the correct seal symbol when the living
creature says, 1 G0 O .

REVELATION 6:3, 4 And when He broke the
second seal, I heard the second living creature
saying, 0 G a AAnd another, a red horse went out
and to him who sat on it, it was granted to take
peace from the earth and that men should slay
one another and a great sword was given to him.

Help students place red horse symbol in the correct place on the Tribulation
time line: after symbol for the idol in the middle of the Tribulation.

TRIBULATION
Beginning Middle End
TREATY IDOL ARMAGEDDON
2nd Seal:

RED HORSE, HERE.

White horse symbolizes deceptive
peace and underground terrorism
practiced by Antichrist in first half.

b. The awesome sound of drumming horses hooves going to war
accompanies the breaking of the second seal.

When the Lamb breaks the second seal, the living creature with the
face of a calf commands i1 G cand a red horse bursts on the scene.
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Display the living creature with the face of a calf symbol.

b. Our deceptive Dictator takes off his kid gloves in the middle of
the Tribulation.

Antichrist discards his deceptive Nnbow w
his bloody sword. Antichrist openly declares his violent purpose. God
uses Antichristos open warfare to step I

c. This, if you will, is a horse of a different color! Antichrist now
reveals his true colors.

1) Red is not a peaceful color, it is the color of blood. The red horse
pictures the slaughter of war. The sword is another symbol for war. All
semblance of peace is removed.

THE COLD WAR IS OVER!

2) There is now, during the second half of the Tribulation, open,
conventional war, chemical warfare, nuclear warfare and guerrilla
warfare ... all under the direction of the Dictator of the Revived Roman
Empire, the king of the West, the Antichrist.

d. The Jews (indeed the nations of the world) place their trust in
this evil person.

The Jews believe Antichrist will bring lasting peace. They are fools to
trust him. Goddés Word tells us there wil
the APrince of Peaceo Jesus Christ.

I THESSALONIANS 5:3 For when they shall
say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman
with child; and they shall not escape.

e. The dictator literally sells his soul to Satan in exchange for the
temporary power Satan can give him.

He i s Satands man and he accepts the off
MATTHEW 4: 8, 9. (The offer Christ refused.) Satan actually

indwells (takes up residence in) Antichrist after Satan is kicked out of

heaven in the middle of the Tribulation. At the same time, Antichrist

breaks his treaty with the Jews.

2. THIRD SEAL: RIDER OF BLACK HORSE
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iv & Lead students to tear apart the large seal symbol at the correct time and
throw it on the floor.

REVELATION 6:5, 6 And when He (Jesus Christ)

broke the third seal, I heard the third living

creature saying, 0 G 0 AAnd I looked and behold

a black horse; and he who sat on it had a pair of

scales in his hand. And I heard, as it were a

voice in the center of the four living creatures

saying, O0A quart of wheat for a
three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not

harm the oil and the wine.

a. Tear the symbol for the third seal to show your approval of the
actions of the Lamb: the only One worthy to break the seals.

Display the third horseman symbol. Help students place symbols for the
third horseman on their timelines between the red horseman and the
end of the Tribulation. Discuss exactly where the symbol belongs and

why.

b. When the Lamb breaks the third seal, the living creature showing
the face of a man says, i G cand a black horse rides forth. Black
signifies the absence of light. The scales carried by the rider speak of
economic disaster. Hunger, sickness and starvation are the natural
aftermaths of war.

Display the Lamb symbol to remind students that the Lamb is breaking the
seals. Display the living creature with the face of a man symbol.

c. The economic situation is so bad
buy two pints of wheat. Olive oil and wine are luxuries only the rich

will be able to buy. Evidently, the extremely wealthy will have enough

food for a while.

3. FOURTH SEAL: RIDER OF ASHEN HORSE

TEAR THE SYMBOL FOR THE FOURTH SEAL TO SHOW YOUR
APPROVAL OF THE ACTIONS OF THE LAMB WHO IS THE
ONLY ONE WORTHY OF WORSHIP AND WORTHY TO
BREAK THE SEALS.

REVELATION 6: 7, And when He broke the
fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living
creature saying, 0 G 0 and I looked and behold,
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an ashen horse; and he who sat on it had the
name, Death, and Hades was following with
him.
Display the living creature with the face of an eagle symbol and
the ashen horse visual.

a. An ashen horse is a pale, pasty greenish white color, the color of
death.

b. The Lamb breaks the fourth seal. The living creature with the
face of an eagle calls, i G cartd a horse the color of a corpse goes
forth. War, famine and death characterize the final three and a half
years (the Great Tribulation).

c. The pale or ashen horse symbolizes fatal disease and sickness.

Death rides on this horse. Close behind hanging over death like a
buzzard hovering over a corpse is the grave or Hades, the holding area
for the unbelieving dead.

d. The fourth seal deals with the death of unbelievers. Hades
applies only to the unbelieving dead, now. Jesus Christ removed all
dead believers from the center of the earth at His resurrection. Since
then, believers who die have gone to heaven to be with the Lord
(11 CORI NTHI ANS 5:8) . Only unbeliever
the time of the Fourth Seal Church Age believers already possess
resurrection bodies.

The last three horsemen summarize the second half of the Tribulation. Help
students place them accordingly. Timeline example is in Teacher’s Appendix
along with a chart of Sheol/Hades.

AABSENT FROMYTHE BOD
AT HOME WITH THE LORD . ©

e. Unbelievers affected by the fourth seal die in four different
ways.

REVELATION 6:8 And authority was given to
them over a fourth of the earth to kill 1) with
sword and 2) with famine and 3) with pestilence
and 4) by the wild beasts of the earth.

Display symbols for each of the following and explain:

1) By the sword symbolizes war.
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2) By famine means starvation.
3) By Pestilence refers to fatal sickness and disease.
4) By wild beasts is a symbol for violent crime.

Wild beasts picture a breakdown of all law enforcement. People act like wild
animals. As a result, violent crime is responsible for many deaths. Notice
this list echoes the outline of the second half of the Tribulation already
reflected by the three horsemen.

ONE FOURTH OF EARTHOS HEDBWIHRAT I
DISASTERS SYMBOLIZED BY THE LAST THREE HORSEMEN.

5. OVERALL SUMMARY

Four horsemen summarize the entire Tribulation. First, there is
counterfeit peace. War breaks out in the middle of the Tribulation.
Famine and death naturally accompany and follow war. All other
judgments fit under these four judgments. The fourth horse speaks of
the death of unbelievers: the next seal, the 5th, will deal with the death
of believers. It is in the following study.

SONG:

If there is time for a song: “Where O Where Have Those Seven Years
Gone?” In Student Songbook.

CLOSING PRAYER

Heavenly Father, as we continue our study of end time judgments, we thank
You that we can KNOW , as Your children by faith in Your Son, we will
not be on earth for these judgments. We thank You for the peace and
security that is ours when we study Your Word and believe what it tells us.
We praise Your name and Your glory for all You have done for us. We pray
that as Your children we will honor You in all that we say and do and that
we will live the life of virtue available to us.

In Jesus” name. Amen.

ON



