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REVELATION 6:9-11 
SEVEN SEAL JUDGMENTS II 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER 

 

Allow a few moments of personal prayer reminding students to  

prepare their souls for studying God’s Word by confessing their sins. 

 

Thank You, Father, for young people who love Your Word. Thank You for the 

guidance and teaching of Your Holy Spirit.  May Your Spirit take the things 

we learn from Your Word, give us understanding and make the truth part of 

our souls. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

REVIEW 

 

Counterfeit: a copy of the original made with the deliberate intention to 

deceive and defraud. 

 

Dictator:  A ruler with absolute power. Earthly dictators usually bully and 

torment those under their rule. 
 

What horses picture in Scripture: God, stepping into the affairs of men. 

 

Four horses connected with the first four seals and what they stand for. 

 

White: Counterfeit, underhanded conquest.  Red: War, Black: Lack of light. 

Famine, absence of both spiritual food (light) and physical food.) Ashen: 

death and the grave. 
 

Summary 
 

The Worthy Lamb broke the first four seals and four horsemen went forth. They 
presented an overall picture of judgment in the 7-year Tribulation. 
 

Class Activity (Student Timeline Handcraft) continues. Activity demonstrates 
that the three sets of judgments in the Tribulation describe and add to each other.  
Extra time is allowed in this session to check each studentõs work carefully. Be sure 
timelines are up to date and symbols are placed correctly to this point. 
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I. SEVEN SEAL JUDGMENTS II 
 

 

A. FIFTH SEAL ð MARTYRED SOULS IN HEAVEN 

 
 

Display the fifth seal symbol. Help students tear apart the fifth seal symbol. 
 

TEAR IN HALF YOUR SYMBOL FOR THE FIFTH SEAL TO  

EXPRESS APPROVAL OF THE ACTION OF THE LAMB, THE 

ONLY ONE WORTHY TO BREAK THE SEALS. 
 

 

REVELATION 6:9ð11 And when He (Jesus Christ, 
the Lamb) broke the fifth seal, I saw underneath 
the altar  the souls of those who had been slain 
because of the word of God, and because of the 
testimony which they had maintained; and they 
cried out with a loud voice saying, òHow long, O 
Lord, holy and true, wilt Thou refrain from 
judging and avenging our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth?ó  And there was given to 
each of them a white robe; and they were told 
that they should rest for a little while longer, 
until the number of their fellow servants and 
their brethren who were killed even as they had 
been, should be completed also.  

 

 
 

 

 

1. òSOULS UNDER THE ALTARó 
 

7 YEARS OF TRIBULATION 
 

HEAVEN 
 

 

 

Activity of fifth seal occurs in heaven,  

close to the middle of the Tribulation. 

 

 

Middle of Tribulation 

 

 

 

EARTH 

5th SEAL 
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Help students place symbol for the fifth seal in heaven on their Class 
Activity Timeline.  It should be right around the middle of the Tribulation. 
Be prepared to review the four stages of the first resurrection if necessary.  
Call attention to the time other believers join these martyrs during the 
second half of the Tribulation (as they are killed) and to the time of the 
resurrection of both groups at the end of the Tribulation. 
 
 

a. Souls described as being  ñunderneath the altarò are martyrs 

killed in the first half of the Tribulation. 
 

A martyr is one who gives his life for what he believes.  The Fifth Seal 

shifts the scene from earth to heaven, again.  The souls killed during 

the first half of the Tribulation because of their faith in Jesus Christ are 

in heaven waiting for their resurrection bodies. 
 

b. ñUnderneath the altarò does not mean martyrs are peeping out 

from under a literal altar. 
 

ñUnderneath the altarò symbolizes salvation.  It means the martyrs are 

protected (covered) and justified by the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ 

as their substitute. They are believers murdered during the first half of 

the Tribulation. 
 

c. In the Old Testament, the blood of the sacrifice was a visual aid 

to teach people about the coming Messiah. 
 

Animal sacrifices in Old Testament times left  blood at the bottom of 

the altar  upon which the sacrifice was made. Animal sacrifices 

pictured the completed work of Jesus Christ. 
 

LEVITICUS 4:7 The priest shall also put some of 
the blood on the horns of the altar of fragrant 
incense which is before the Lord in the tent of 
meeting; and all the blood of the bull he shall 
pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering 
which is at the doorway of the tent of meeting.  

 

 

2. òTHOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SLAINó 
  

a. ñSlainò is a sacrificial word. 
 

 ñSlainò means, ñSlaughtered, butchered, violently murdered.ò  The 

martyrs were not lawfully executed. 
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b. Evil men hated the martyrs simply because they were righteous. 
 

Even when threatened with death, the martyrs would not quit talking 

about the Lord.  Their attitude made their enemies furious. 
 

c. The same word applies to Christ, the Lamb who was ñslainò. 
 

Other portions of Scripture use the same Greek word. 
 

I JOHN 3:12 Not as Cain, who slew (slaughtered) 
his brother.  And for what reason did he slay 
him? Because his (Cainõs) deeds were evil, and 
his brotherõs (Abelõs) were righteous. 

 

REVELATION 5:6  And I saw between the 
throne (with the four living creatures) and the 
elders a Lamb standing, as if slain (slaughtered) 
having seven horns and seven eyes which are the 
seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth. 

 

REVELATION 5:9 And they sang a new song, 
saying,  õWorthy art Thou to take the book and to 
break its seals; for Thou wast slain (slaughtered) 
and didst purchase for God with Thy blood men 
from every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation (every category of mankind). 

 
 

 3. òTHE  WORD OF GOD AND THE TESTIMONYó 
 

Emphasize the connection between the 4th and 5th seals. Use the Sheol/
Hades diagram to explain. The fourth seal spoke of unbelievers killed in the 
Tribulation. The fourth seal described death and Hades, riding an ashen 
horse. Hades is the place of the unbelieving dead only: angels and human 
God rejecters. No believers have resided in Hade since Christ took all 
believers with Him to heaven at His resurrection. Hades hovers over the 
death of unbelievers only, where their souls await the Great White Throne 
Judgment. All believers who die since the resurrection go to be face to face 
with the Lord in heaven. 

 

a. The fifth seal teaches that many believers die during the 

Tribulation. 
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1) Believing martyrs have been murdered because of their faith. Their 

souls wait in heaven for their resurrection bodies, which they receive 

at the end of the Tribulation.  
THE FOURTH SEAL DEALS WITH UNBELIEVERS  

WHO DIE DURING THE TRIBULATION. 
 

 

THE FIFTH SEAL DEALS WITH BELIEVERS  

WHO DIE DURING THE TRIBULATION. 
 

b. Chart showing time of Fifth Seal and placement on Class 

Activity Timeline.  
 

HEAVEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EARTH 
 
 

John, the human author of Revelation can certainly identify with the 

martyred souls.  The martyrs are brutally murdered because they will 

not quit talking about Jesus Christ. They are in heaven with Jesus 

Christ. John (also persecuted for his faithfulness) is in heaven with 

them today. They have a lot in common. 
 

c. The Fifth Seal teaches that many Tribulation believers are 

waiting in heaven for other believers who will be murdered during 

the second half of the Tribulation. 
 

WHAT DO YOU SUPPOSE THEY ARE TALKING TO  

CHRIST ABOUT IN HEAVEN? 
 
 

4. THEY ARE CRYING OUT FOR VENGEANCE 
 

a. We in the Church Age are taught that vengeance belongs to God 

(HEBREWS 10:30). 
 

Church Age believers are told not to beg God to get even with those 

who hurt us. We are told to forgive our enemies.  We are taught not to 

call down fire upon our enemies, but these martyrs have a right to 

FIRST THREE AND A HALF YEARS 

THE 7 YEAR TRIBULATION 

SECOND  THREE AND A HALF YEARS 

Fifth Seal  in heaven  at 

the end of the first three 

and a half years of the 

Tribulation. 
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appeal to God for justice. The True Church is gone.  The Church Age 

of grace is over. Judgment time is here. 
 

b. The martyrs know God is cleansing earth with judgment. 
 

The martyrs want to know how long it will take God to purify earth by 

judging the wicked ones who murdered them. They  have the right to 

seek justice and to see it being administered. 
 
 
 

 

5. òTHOSE WHO DWELL ON EARTHó 
 

a. The phrase ñThose who dwell on earthò refers to unbelievers 

settled down and comfortable in the Devilôs world. 
 
 

1) ñThose settled down on earthò are not anticipating a home in 

heaven. They are glad they belong to Satan instead of Jesus Christ. 
 

2) ñThose who dwell on earthò are unbelievers who worship Antichrist 

during the Tribulation.  It does not refer to believers whose names are 

written in the Lambôs book of life. 
 

REVELATION 13:8  And all who dwell on the 
earth will worship Him (Antichrist), everyone 
whose name has not been written from the 
foundation of the world in the book of life of the 
Lamb who has been slain.  

 

3) Because God knows everything and has always known everything 

He recorded in the book of life from the foundation of the world, the 

names of all humans who would ever live: believers and unbelievers. 

The book of life is the record of humanity. Names of those who do not 

believe in Jesus Christ are blotted out at death. Believers names are 

embossed or made permanent at the moment of faith in Jesus Christ.   
 

4) Thus, at the end of the ages, only believerôs names remain in the 

book. It is truly the ñLambôs Book of Lifeò. Unbelieverôs names have 

not remained since the foundation of the world.  Since God knows the 

names of those who are permanent, He expresses His foreknowledge 

in this verse and speaks of believers  being in the Lambôs book of Life 

from the foundation of the world. Of that, there is no doubt. (EXODUS 

32:32-33; DEUTERONOMY 29:20; PSALM 69:28; LUKE 10:20;  

PHILIPPIANS 4:3; REVELATION 2:27; 3:5; 13:8; 17:8;  17:8; 21:27) 

 
Additional information on òThe Two Booksó is in Teacherõs Appendix. 
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B. CONCLUSIONS 
 

1. IMPORTANT  TRUTH 
 

 

Martyrs in heaven ask, “How long will you wait, Lord, before you 

judge those wicked ones who murdered us?”  The Church Age (an age 

of grace) is over; the Tribulation is a judgment age. Believers 

murdered during the first part of the Tribulation wait for God to judge 

their murderers. They trust God to apply perfect justice. 
 

In their request, the martyrs express recognition of God’s sovereignty 

by the word “Lord”. They know vengeance belongs to the Lord, they 

simply wish to know how long they must wait. 

 

2. THREE EXPRESSIONS OF COMFORT 
 

The answer to the martyrsô question is expressed in three forms of 

comfort from a compassionate Father who cares for His cruelly 

slaughtered children and will punish their murderers. All three 

comforting expressions may be applied to Church Age believers as 

well.   
 

a. FIRST EXPRESSION OF COMFORT 

REVELATION 6:9 And when He broke the fifth 
seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of 
those who had been slain because of the word of  
God, and because of the testimony which they 
had maintained. 

 

With the phrase “Underneath the altar” (Revelation 6:9) God says 

“You are in a place of refuge and protection.  You are fully covered by 

the sacrifice of My Son.” God will apply perfect justice to the enemies  

of Church Age believers as well. 
 

These are words of comfort. 
 
 

b. SECOND EXPRESSION OF COMFORT 

REVELATION 6:11a And white robes were 
given unto them (temporary soul coverings until 
they receive resurrection bodies)...  

 

 

The second word of comfort lies in the promise of the gift of “White 
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robes” (Revelation 6:11)  for the martyred believers to wear. 
 

White robes stand for imputed righteousness. 

God covers each believer’s soul with a white robe of some kind 

until a resurrection body is provided at the first resurrection. 
 

It is like a glorious personal dressing robe. 

We call it an “interim body”. 

God provides a comforting cover for the martyred souls 

while they wait for other believers to join them. God supplies the same 

sort of soul covering  for Church Age believers who die before the 

Rapture and wait in heaven for their resurrection bodies. 
 

These are words of comfort. 
 

 

c. THIRD EXPRESSION OF COMFORT  

REVELATION 6:11b ...that they should rest yet 
for a little season, until their fellow servants also 
and their brethren, that should be killed as they 
were, should be fulfilled.  

REVELATION 14:13 And I heard a voice from 
heaven, saying, òWrite, Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord from now on.ó òYesó says the 
Spirit, òthat they may rest from their labors, for 
their deeds follow with the  

 

With the word, “Rest” (Revelation 6:11) ,  God says, “Relax, don’t 

worry.  Take it easy and leave everything to Me.  I promise you will not 

wait long. You are My children and I will take care of everything for 

you…as I always have. God will take care of  enemies of Church Age 

believers as well. God speaks to believers of the Church Age in the 

same, comforting way. He says, “Relax and rest in Me, My children, I 

will take care of you.” 
 

These are words of comfort. 
 

The group of martyrs from the first half of the Tribulation waits in 

heaven for their fellow martyrs who will be killed during the second 

half of the Tribulation to join them. 
 

REVELATION 20:4, 5...And I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded because of the 
testimony of Jesus (they wouldnõt stop talking about 
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Jesus) and because of the word of God and those 
who had not worshiped the beast or his image 
and had not received the mark upon their 
forehead and upon their hand; and they came to 
life and reigned with Christ for a thousand 
years. (refers to both groups of Tribulation martyrs) 
The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 
thousand years were completed. This is the first 
resurrection. 

 

Display First Resurrection chart and point out the third and fourth 

stages of the first resurrection. Explain...the first resurrection refers to 

the resurrection of believers only. Therefore, documentation for Stage 

4 of the first resurrection at the end of the Millennium is implied, here. 
 

3. FOUR IMPORTANT TRUTHS 

In addition to words of comfort, the fifth seal judgment teaches four 

important doctrinal points. 
 

a. First, verse 10, proves there is life after death.  After physical 

death, the soul of every human continues in another dimension. 
 

1) The martyrs are in heaven. They are physically dead, but still able to 

speak, think and seek justice. They have eternal life: Godôs life. 
 

THE SOUL LIVES AFTER PHYSICAL DEATH. 
 

2) When Scripture speaks of sleep for the believer it refers to the body 

ñsleepingò in the grave. The soul does not go into the grave. 
 

 

Display the chart showing Sheol/Hades and Paradise. 
 

3) At death, the body goes to the grave. The soul (and Spirit) of the 

believer is immediately face to face with the Lord. Unbelieverôs souls 

go to Torments in the center of the earth (Hades) and will end up in the 

Lake of Fire.  The human soul lives forever either in heaven or in 

the Lake of Fire.  The choice is made by each individualôs volition. 

Display the chart of heaven and hell symbols. 
 

II CORINTHIANS 5:8 We (believers, Godõs 
children) are of good courage, I say and prefer to 
be absent from the body and to be at home (face 
to face) with the Lord. 

 

b. The second truth taught here emphasizes the existence of a 
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ñsoul coveringò for believers as they wait for resurrection bodies.  
 

We covered this under ñ#2, Three Expressions of Comfortò.  
 

c. The third truth is that God has a reason and an explanation for 

every delay. 
 
 

No small detail is overlooked in Godós perfect plan. The martyrs want 

swift judgment for those who murdered them. However, God says, ñBe 

patient, My plan is perfect and for it to work we must wait for the 

other Tribulation martyrs to join you.ò  God says, ñI will definitely 

judge the ones who murdered you, but for the details to be 

precisely correct, it must happen according to My plan, My will 

and My perfect time.ò 
 

c. The fourth truth is that Godôs plan of salvation is always the 

same. 
 

God wants everyone to trust Jesus Christ. Some will not, but, 

nevertheless, (down through all the ages) it is Godôs clear desire. 

 

4. MEMORY VERSE 
 

II PETER 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His 
promise, as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for 
all to come to repentance (everyone has an 
opportunity to be saved. Jesus died for all. God knows 
when a soul becomes so black it will not turn to Him.) 

 

5. PARAPHRASE 
 

God is not dragging His feet when He waits for humans to believe in 

His Son. He gives everyone the longest possible amount of time to 

believe Jesus Christ has done everything to make them savable. God 

does not want anyone to go to the Lake of Fire with Satan and His 

demons. (Matt. 25:41) God desires that all humans trust Jesus Christ 

as Savior and He gives them every opportunity (equal privilege and 

equal opportunity) to do so. Now, that is a fair shake. 

 

GOD DESIRES EVERYONE TO BE SAVED. 

SALVATION IS ALWAYS BY FAITH ALONE IN CHRIST, ALONE. 
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THE MARTYRS ARE SAVED DURING THAT TERRIBLE TIME 

OF TROUBLE. THEY ARE MURDERED BECAUSE OF THEIR 

FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST, THE LAMB OF GOD, BUT GOD STILL 

TAKES CARE OF THEM (ISAIAH 57:1). 

 

6. SONG: òLook to the Lamb of Godó, Great Hymns of the Faith,  p. 

216. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

 

Our Heavenly Father,  as Your children, we thank You for the information 
in this lesson. Thank You for the knowledge that even during the Great 
Tribulation, that most destructive time in human history, you protect, care 
for and avenge your own.  If You protect your own during that time of 
judgment, surely You are able to take care of us in this Age characterized by 
grace.  May we relax and rest in Your matchless peace and love. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 


