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REVELATION 7:1-17 
 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Let us bow our heads for private, silent prayer.  Then I will pray out 

loud. 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for Your precious Son who died in our 
place to make salvation possible.  Thank You for Your Word and the detailed 
accounts of future things so we can know Your plan and live a life guided 
by Your Spirit.  Be with us now as we study. Make the things we study 
understandable. In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen. 
 

REVIEW 
 

Vocabulary list: review of terms from recent lessons. 
 

1. “Under the altarò: a term referring to believers covered by the 

sacrificial death of Jesus Christ, thus symbolically ñunderò the altar 

in heaven...saved human beings. 
 

2. “Sun black „as‟ sackcloth”: full blackout of the sun ï thick, 

oppressive, pitch-black darkness.  This phenomenon occurred at 

Christôs crucifixion to hide His agony (while bearing our sins) from 

the eyes of the world.  The same darkness will occur at the Second 

Advent to expose the light of the world (Jesus Christ) as He returns to 

earth. 
 

3. “Moon red „like‟ blood”: moonôs  color at the Sixth Seal (Second 

Advent) when certain atmospheric changes affect its appearance.  
 

Summary 
 

Chapter 6 covered six seals from the set of seven seal judgments. First, four 
seals were broken and four horses went forth. Antichrist rode forth on a 
white horse pretending to bring peace and characterizing the first three and 
a half years of the Tribulation. The second horse symbolized Antichrist 
openly fostering war. The third and fourth horses pictured the normal 
results and consequences of Antichrist’s warlike nature: economic disaster, 
pestilence and death. The first four seals summarize, in sequential order, 
Antichrist’s effect on the entire Tribulation. 
 
 

I. PAUSE IN SEAL JUDGMENTS 
 

The fifth seal described a heavenly scene. The sixth seal described the 

end of the Tribulation.  As we advance into the seventh chapter, you 
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might expect to be told about the only remaining seal in the set of 

seven. But something comes between the sixth and seventh seals. A  

pause provides welcome relief from the intense descriptions of the 

seven seal judgments. The pause in the seals establishes a precedent. 
 

A. REFRESHING PAUSES 
 

Three sets of judgments occur during the seven-year Tribulation: seals, 

trumpets and goblets.  Each consists of seven judgments with a 

welcome pause in each set. 
 

Source of the following: Gaebeleinôs Concise Commentary on the 

whole Bible, Gaebelein, Arno Clements, Loizeaux Brothers, New 

Jersey, c. 1970, P. 1211 
 

“Chapter 7:1-8. We reach now the first parenthetical vision. It must not be 
taken chronologically.  The six seal judgments extend over the entire period 
of the age ending. The rider upon the white horse will be on the scene to the 
end; wars will continue to the end, and culminate in the battle of 
Armageddon, and so do the famines and pestilences. And the sixth seal 
brings the end in view.   
We shall see the correspondence with the seventh trumpet and seventh vial 
later. The trumpet and vial judgments are more intense and more terrible 
than any of the seal judgments. In a certain sense they are parallel; the effect 
of each is continuously felt.” 
 

1. WHERE PAUSES OCCUR 
 

a. These refreshing pauses occur with precise order, between the sixth 

and seventh in each set of judgments. Here, is yet another example of 

the precision of Godôs Word. 
 

b. Chart of pause between sixth and seventh judgments. Draw on 

board. 
 
 

ONE     TWO     THREE    FOUR     FIVE      SIX              

 

 
                                                                                                                          

2. WHY PAUSES OCCUR 

 

a. These pauses provide additional information connected with the 

particular set of judgments and provide relief from tedious, shocking 

subjects.   
 

b. Pauses, tucked neatly into three sets of  terrifying judgments, are 

SEVEN 

RIGHT HERE EVERY TIME 
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little jewels of information encouraging the heart and bringing peace to 

the believer. They are, for the most part, a refreshing relief. 
 
 

 

3. PAUSE BETWEEN SIXTH AND SEVENTH SEALS 
 

a. Chapter 7 actually begins with verse 17 of Chapter 6. 
 

REVELATION 6:17 éfor the great day of their 
(referring to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit) 
wrath has come; and who is able to stand? 

 

b. This question was answered in the previous session: only believers 

in Godôs plan are able to stand. Godôs plan is perfect. His Word holds 

the solutions to all problems: sorrows, catastrophes, frustrations, 

failures and sins. Believers can handle whatever happens in life when 

they respond to the doctrine in their souls. Who is able to stand?  Even 

believers during the Tribulation are able to stand the horrible 

judgments of that time when they rely on the truth  from Godôs Word. 
 

4. POLICY OF GRACE IN THE PAUSE 
 

a. The first three verses of Chapter 7 pause from describing the seal 

judgments and give an account of the actions of five weather angels 

with a special mission.   

REVELATION 7:1-3 After this (after the Sixth Seal) 
I (John) saw four angels standing at the four 
corners of the earth, holding back the four winds 
of the earth (so, there are angels who have  power over 
the wind), so that no wind should blow on the 
earth or on the sea or on any tree.  And I saw 
another angel (a fifth one) ascending from the 
rising of the sun (the sun rises in the east) having 
the seal of the living God (he is a holy angel); and 
he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels 
to whom it was granted to harm the earth and 
the sea saying, òDo not harm the earth or the sea 
or the trees, until we have sealed the bond-
servants of our God on their foreheadsó. 

 

b. God always precedes His judgments with a period of grace.   
 

c. The scene for the first pause: to provide time for 144,000 of Godôs 

bond-servants to be sealed for protection, a weather angel out of the 

east holds back the  actions of four other angels, poised to use the wind 
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from four directions  (north, south, east  and west) to inflict judgment 

on earth. The fifth angel is the same kind of angel, but evidently of a 

superior rank for he seems to command the other four. He employs 

Godôs mark to seal 144,000 Jewish witnesses on the forehead (the 

thinking part of the soul).  This is in no way a continuation of 

judgment.  Judgment is held back until God seals those He 

guarantees to protect.  It is a refreshing pause that reflects God‟s 

principle of grace before judgment. 
 

Display the angel holding the seal symbol.  
 
 

5. TWO GROUPS IN THE PAUSE 
 

a. First group: 144,000 Jewish Witnesses. A specific number of  

Jewish believers living on earth during the Tribulation are guaranteed 

they will transfer into the Millennium alive. Chapter 7 can in no way 

be applied to the Church. It is an earthly vision and the Church is 

already in heaven. It clearly involves only Jewish witnesses.   
 

REVELATION 7:4-8  And I heard the number of 
those who were sealed, one hundred and forty 
four thousand sealed from every tribe of the 
sons of Israel: from the tribe of Judah, twelve 
thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Ruben 
twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Asher twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Simeon twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Zebulon twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve 
thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve 
thousand were sealed. 

 

1) This first group in the pause is made up of exactly 12,000 Jews from 

each of Israelôs 12 tribes. Each tribe is called by name and God places 

His seal on each individual witness. Godôs mark signifies Godôs 

ownership, guarantees personal survival through the Tribulation and 

promises protection of the message they are to deliver. 
 

Gaebelein, Arno C. The Revelation, Loizeaux Brothers, Inc. N. Y. 1961, 
p.57 “How much confusion would have been avoided if expositors and 
Christians in searching for the meaning of this vision, had not lost sight of 
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two great facts: 1. This chapter can have no application to the Church on 
earth, nor to the Church in glory, for the simple reason that the Church is 
already complete and translated to glory. 2. The vision states clearly that the 
sealed company is “of all the tribes of the children of Israel.” There are to-
day perhaps a score or more of little sects who all claim to be the 144,000. 
Holiness sects, healers, Pentecostal people and others, all claim to be the 
company. If the true interpretation of Revelation is seen, that this company 
is called after the rapture of the Church, these confusing theories will at once 
be rejected.” 
 
 

2) Godôs mark may be visible only to God and the angels as it is a soul 

seal (MATTHEW 24:31), but it is possible that the witnesses 

recognize something about each other. Since Scripture specifies the 

forehead (the thinking part of man) as the place of Godôs sealing mark, 

it could refer to special knowledge the witnesses  have in common and 

recognize in each other. 
 
 

3) The 144,000 are true racial Jews. The records of their ancestry are 

non-existent, but God knows who they are.  They recognize Jesus 

Christ as their Messiah at the beginning of the Tribulation.  They speak 

the worldôs languages and spread the gospel everywhere. They 

proclaim the gospel during the first half of the Tribulation, flee to the 

hills in the second half (in obedience to Godôs command) and become 

special teachers during the Millennium. 
 

Display the symbol for 144,000 Jewish Witnesses. (A folder with interesting 
facts about Israel’s twelve tribes is in Teacher’s Appendix. Now is a good 
time to use the information. Teacher may decide whether to present it to 
particular class.) 
 

 

LATER, WE SEE THE COUNTERFEIT CHRIST (ANTICHRIST) 

COPY GOD AND MARK HIS FOLLOWERS, TOO. 

 
 

Skip ahead to see what Scripture says about Satan’s mark, if you wish. 
REVELATION 13:17, 18.  We study it later. 
 

5) Satanôs mark means nothing. He does not keep his word, he does 

not protect anyone, but Godôs mark is the most valuable in the 

universe because of the integrity of the One who stands behind it. God 

is Faithful and True. God keeps His Word. 
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GOD IS ABLE TO PROTECT HIS WITNESSES DURING THE 

DREADFUL TIME OF THE TRIBULATION. 
 

HE IS ALWAYS ABLE TO PROTECT HIS WITNESSES.  

NOW, THE IMPORTANT QUESTION IS, ñARE YOU  

ONE OF HIS WITNESSES?ò 
 

b. Second group: a “mixed-multitude”. 
 

REVELATION 7:9-10 After these things I looked, and 
behold, a great multitude,  which no one could count, 
from every nation and all tribes and peoples and 
tongues, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were 
in their hands; and they cry out with a loud voice, 
saying, òSalvation to our God who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb.ó 

 

c. Six important phrases in these verses and what they teach. Let‟s 

consider the phrases in order of their appearance. 
 

1)ñAfter these thingsò means after the report of a specific number (144,000) 

of Jewish witnesses on earth, John sees a second group of believers,  too 

numerous to count, in heaven. 
 

John calls them… 
 

2) ñA great multitudeò made up of Jews and Gentiles who are saved during 

the Tribulation, die during the Tribulation and are resurrected at the end of 

the Tribulation. 
 

3) ñNations, tribes, peoples and tonguesò includes every category of people.  

It does not mean everybody on earth ends up in heaven, it means every type 

of human is represented in this great multitude of saved people. (The 

reference to ñtribesò in REVELATION 7:9 indicates Jews are included in this 

multitude.)  
 

¶ The resurrection of all Old Testament and Tribulation believers is implied. 

No wonder the crowd is so large. The fifth seal revealed a group of 

martyrs under the heavenly altar. They had been cruelly murdered.  

¶ Since this multitude is seen in the comforting pause between the sixth and 

seventh seal, it probably includes all saved people up to this time with the 

exception of living Tribulation believers who constitute the sheep going 

into the Millennium.  
 

4)  ñStanding before the throne and before the Lambò confirms this scene is 

in heaven and establishes the reason anyone is in heaven. All kinds of people 
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will be in heavenéstanding before the throne, only because of Jesus 

Christ. 
 

5)  ñClothed in white robesò signifies righteousness.  This is a ñgreat 

multitudeò of believers, probably in resurrection bodies which would 

place it at the end of the Tribulation. 
  
 

6) ñPalm branches are in their hands and they cry with a loud voice.ò 

Palm branches signify joy and happiness. Once before, when Jesus 

was on earth in His human body, another multitude carried palm 

branches and spoke words of praise (JOHN 12:13). Soon that 

multitude was crying for His crucifixion (JOHN 19:15). The joy of 

the earthly multitude was short lived; earthly multitudes are fickle.   
 
 

THE HEAVENLY MULTITUDE REJOICES FOREVER. 
 

REVELATION 7:11-12 And all the angels were 
standing around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures; and they fell 
on their faces before the throne and worshipped 
God, saying, òAmen, blessing and glory and 
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power 
and might be to our God forever and ever. 
Amen.ó 

 

d. Special orders of angels (elders and living creatures) join the great 

multitude (human believers) and proclaim salvation comes from God 

and His Lamb. John does not hear a symphony of musical instruments, 

but a beautiful chorus of strong, clear voices. The full group of 

resurrected saints (cruelly slaughtered because they would not stop 

talking about the Lord)  is now avenged by and united in praise of that 

same Lord.  

IN EVERY AGE GOD SAVES THOSE  

WHO HAVE FAITH IN HIS SON. 

THE ONLY WAY TO GOD HAS ALWAYS BEEN AND ALWAYS 

WILL BE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. 
 

REVELATION 7:13-17 And one of the elders 
answered, saying to me, òThese who are clothed 
in the white robes (believers), who are they, and 
from where have they come?  And I (John) said to 
him, òMy lord, you know.ó  And he said to me, 
òThese are the ones who come out of the great 
tribulation (second half of the Tribulation), and they 
have washed their robes and made them white 
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in the blood of the lamb (Christ’s work on the 
cross). For this reason, they are before the throne 
of God; and they serve Him day and night in His 
temple; and He who sits on the throne shall 
spread His tabernacle (His protection) over them.  
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
anymore; neither shall the sun beat down on 
them, nor any heat; for the Lamb in the center of 
the throne shall be their shepherd, and shall 
guide them to springs of the water of life; and 
God shall wipe every tear from their eyes.ó 

1.  One of our ñelderò friends inquires about the identity of the great 

multitude.  It must be a teaching question because the elder already 

knows who they are. The elder then tells John the group has come out 

of the Great Tribulation.  
 

2. The elder praises God for His accomplishments and lists the benefits 

of eternal life.  He reminds John that in eternity there is no hunger, no 

thirst and no sadness. There is always perfect environment and sublime 

perfection. The Shepherd-Lamb cares for His sheep and leads them 

beside the still waters of eternal life, having removed every care and 

provided every blessing. He has not lost a single lamb. 
 

THE SHEPHERD KEEPS HIS SHEEP  

IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD, FOREVER. 
 

IT IS A DESCRIPTION OF ETERNAL LIFE IN HEAVEN. 
 

 

B. MORE REFRESHMENT 
 

1. PRECISION 
 

The precision of Godôs Word is comforting and refreshing to His 

children. Information concerning the final destination of all Godôs 

children has been addressed in recent  lessons. 
 

To remind students of the four stages of the First Resurrection, simply 
say that the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ is the first stage in 
the first resurrection, the only reason three other stages are possible. 
There should be no need to review the First Resurrection or the  
separation of sheep and goats, but if teacher finds it absolutely 
necessary, simple charts could be drawn on the board, or student’s charts 
could be referenced, again  
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2. CLASS ACTIVITY: Complete personal seals. 
 

Directions and materials were distributed and work started earlier. This 
activity may require more time than usual. Continue activity in following 
sessions until completed. Students may take completed personal seal designs 
home. 
 

3. MEMORY VERSE: repeat Memory Verse from church at Philadelphia. 

(REVELATION 3:10). Use same visuals and  paraphrase. 
 

REVELATION 3:10  Because you have kept the 
word of My perseverance, I also will keep you 
from the hour of testing, that hour which is 
about to come upon the whole world, to test 
those who dwell upon the earth. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

4. DESTINATIONS 

DESTINATIONS OF ALL  BELIEVING PEOPLE ARE 

ESTABLISHED BY THE SEAL JUDGMENTS.  
 

THE PAUSE BETWEEN THE SIXTH AND SEVENTH SEALS 

PROVIDES COMFORT BY EMPHASIZING AND CONFIRMING 

THE HEAVENLY DESTINY OF ALL BELIEVERS. 
 
 

 

5. COMING ATTRACTIONS 
 

a. We move into CHAPTER 8 for the Seventh Seal opening. 
 

Introduce the seventh seal and explain that  seven trumpets come from 

the Seventh Seal. Do not go into the seven trumpets at all.  They are in 

the next lesson. 
 

Display the seventh seal symbol. 
 

REVELATION 8:1-2  And when He broke the 
seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for 
about half an hour.  And I saw the seven angels 
who stand before God; and seven trumpets were 
given to them. 

 

Tear apart the symbol for the Seventh Seal and throw the pieces on the floor 
to show full approval of the actions of the One worthy to break the seals and 
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pronounce judgment upon those who “dwell” (are comfortably settled 
down) on earth. Remind students they are showing their approval of the 
Lamb’s actions in carrying out judgment. 

 
 

Demonstrate on large classroom diagram the correct spot to paste the 
Seventh Seal symbol at the mid-point of the Tribulation.   

REVELATION 8:6  And the seven angels who 
had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to 
sound them. 

 

b. The breaking of the Seventh and final seal releases the second 

set of judgments. Seven Trumpets begin to sound, one at a time. Here 

are some relevant facts. 
 

1) Seven Seal judgments covered the entire Tribulation. Seal Six is 

a description of the end. Trumpet judgments begin after the middle of 

the Tribulation, cover the last three and a half years  and provide a 

progress report of Godôs judgments. 

 

2) The Trumpet judgments are not pleasant.  
 

Many of the awful things they describe appear to be happening today 

on a smaller scale.  Informed believers can tell the stage is set, but the 

curtain has not gone up on that terrible time of trouble and history has 

seen the stage set, before. Remember, the curtain will not go up until 

after the Rapture of the Church.  
 

3) God‟s Word promises the removal of the Church prior to the 

Tribulation. We are believers, we are the Church.  We are still here. 
 

THE BIBLE PROCLAIMS BOTH THE LOVE OF ALMIGHTY 

GOD AND THE WRATH OF ALMIGHTY GOD.  THE BIBLE 

MAKES IT ABUNDANTLY CLEAR THAT GODôS 

CHILDREN WILL NEVER EXPERIENCE THE WRATH OF THEIR 

FATHER, GOD.  
 

 

 

Be prepared to provide arguments for pre-Tribulation Rapture (according to 
the needs of students). Review information in Teacher’s Appendix and two 
lessons on the Rapture at the end of Division II, The Church Age.   
Summarize as desired. 

 

THE CHURCH IS TAKEN OUT OF THE WAY BEFORE THE 

TRIBULATION, IN FULFILLMENT OF GODôS PROMISE  

TO PROTECT THE CHURCH. 

(REVELATION 3:10) 
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4) Gospel. 
 

Do you think God protects His Church because it is full of such good 

people?  Are all believers sweet and wonderful and do believers 

deserve to be delivered from judgment?  Young folks can tell that even 

the best believers are not good enough to live with perfect God.  No, 

the Church is delivered only because we have a magnificent God.  

The Church is made up of sinnerséredeemed by grace through 

faith...not of any works which we have done (EPHESIANS 2:8, 9), but 

because Godôs matchless love provided our salvation. 
 

JOHN 5:24  Verily, verily I say unto you, he that 
heareth my word and believeth on Him that sent 
Me, hath (right now) everlasting (eternal) life and 
shall not come into condemnation (Shall not even 
appear in the courtroom to be judged.) but is passed 
from death unto (eternal) life. 

 

5) Looking forward. 
 

In the following session, we will hear seven angels sound seven 

trumpets announcing seven judgments. We heard a beautiful trumpet in 

chapter four.  It was followed by the invitation to ñCome up hereò.  

That trumpet was, ñso sweet the birds stopped their singing.ò 
 

The trumpet judgments are quite different. Oh, the sound will be loud 

and clear, but sounds from these trumpets will not be sweet music to 

the ears of human beings on earth. Not at all. Still...we do not want to 

miss what they teach.  
 

Howôs that for putting in a shameless plug for the next session? 
 
 

 

7. SONG: òTrust and Obeyó, Great Hymns of the Faith, p. 261 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 

 
Thank You, Father for the guidance of Your Spirit as we examined the 
subjects in this lesson.  Thank You for the overwhelming message of grace 
that dominates each time we look into Your word. May we store these 
principles in our souls and may we live our lives according to Your 
individual plan. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 


