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REVELATION 8:1-13

I. SEVEN TRUMPET JUDGMENTS 1

A. PREPARATION

B. FOUR LESSONS
1. WHAT THE FOURTH OF JULY TEACHES

2. WHAT THE SILENCE TEACHES
3. WHAT THE GOLDEN CENSER TEACHES
4. WHAT THE RETURN OF NOISE TEACHES

C. FOUR TRUMPETS
1. FIRST

a. Halil, fire and blood
b. What we learn
2. SECOND

a. A burning mountain
b. What we learn

3. THIRD
a. a falling star named wormwood
b. What we Learn
4 FOURTH
a. 1/3rd Sun, Moon And Stars Darkened
b. Gospel
¢ What we Learn

d. Song
D. PREVIEW OF COMING

ATTRACTIONS
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REVELATION 8:1-13

Remind students of the importance of being honest with God about sin.
Allow a few moments of silence to prepare for the study of God's Word.

OPENING PRAYER

Thank You, Father God, for Your matchless Grace in providing everything
we need. Thank You for Your infallible Word and Your Spirit as our
Teacher. Thank You also that we are able to solve every difficulty in life by
acting on the Bible Truth stored in our souls. Teach us now as we open
Your Wor d. Il n Jesus® name, we pray, A

REVIEW
Review contains information helpful for this lesson. Use only what is
necessary for your particular class.

Due to the detailed Class Activity, there is no memory verse for this session.

Vocabulary List
Martyr.: Someone who gives his life for what he believes

In previous lessons, the pause between the Sixth Seal and the Seventh
Seal dealt with two distinct groups of people.

a. First group of people: 144,000 Jewish Witnesses (REVELATION 78).

12,000 Jews from each of 12 Jewish tribes are sealed by God for duty as
special witnesses during the Tribulation. They live through the Tribulation
and are special Jewish teachers during the Millennium.

b. Second group of people: Great Multitude (REVELATION 7:917).

Heavenly martyrs murdered during the Tribulation (REVELATION 7:14)
made up of two separate sets. 1) First set is murdered early in the
Tribulation. 2) Second set is murdered during the second half of the
Tribulation.

Summary

The first four seals put forward for consideration an overview of the entire
Tribulation.

Display CHART or use Student's Class Activity Timeline, showing first
four seals. Allow discussion.
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Seal 5 described the first set of martyrs in heaven cruelly murdered on earth
during the early part of the Tribulation, because they would not deny their
faith in Jesus Christ. Their martyred souls cried out to the Lord for
vengeance against their murderers and the Lord told them to wait for other
martyrs who would join them., They were
altar?” picturing the Lord"s ©pos on

robes to cover their souls until they received resurrection bodies.

Seal 6 described the end of the Tribulation.

Display a large time line or refer to Student Workbook with Seals 5 (in
heaven at the end of first half of tribulation) and 6 (on earth at the end of the
second half).

Following the Sixth Seal, Chapter 7 provided a refreshing pause from the

judgment descriptions and reported on the final destinations of Tribulation

believers. The 144,000 witnesses survive the Tribulation and go into the

Millennium alive. Both groups of martyrs receive resurrection bodies at the

end of the Tribulation (Stage C of the
vengeance being carried out on their murderers.

Teacher should be prepared to answer questions about all six seals.

The Seventh Seal is now described in REVELATION 8.

I. SEVEN TRUMPET JUDGMENTS

A. PREPARATION

1. The refreshing pause between the Sixth and Seventh Seals is over.
The seal judgments resume in Chapter 8: seven angels are prepared to
sound their trumpets as soon as the Lamb breaks the Seventh Seal.

2. The Seventh Seal is unusual in that no single judgment bursts forth
when it is broken. The sixth seal described the situation on earth
immediately preceding the return of Jesus Christ. Since the sixth seal
is a description of the end of the Tribulation, what could the seventh
seal describe?

3. When the seventh seal is broken, the seven trumpet judgments are
introduced. We are thrown back to the middle of the Tribulation and
receive a different or progressive view of Tribulation judgments. The
trumpets describe judgments going on at the same time the last three
horsemen gallop across the horizon.
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‘VW Draw or display diagram showing location of the seventh seal at mid-point
of Tribulation.

7 YEARS OF TRIBULATION

The Lamb breaks the seventh seal in the
middle of the Tribulation. Seven
Trumpet judgments spring forth and cover the
last three and a half years.

31/2 YEARS B 31/2 YEARS

;s TRUMPETS

B. FOUR LESSONS

1. LESSON #1: WHAT THE FOURTH OF JULY TEACHES

a. If you have watched fireworks on the Fourth of July, you have
probably noticed an initial explosion burst and spread out. Then, the
extended arms explode into additional, even more spectacular displays.

Show an example here or draw one on the board.

Secondary, more spectacular
explosions.

Initial explosion. ———»

b. That is what happens with the seal and trumpet judgments. When
the Seventh Seal is broken, seven trumpet judgments burst upon the
scene. It happens after the middle of the Tribulation.

2. LESSON #2: WHAT THE SILENCE TEACHES

a. A period of foreboding silence in heaven precedes the First Trumpet.
Silence attracts attention especially when it follows a time of excessive
noise and activity.

The Seventh Seal concludes the seal judgments. Continuing the
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practice of demonstrating our approval of the Lamb s actions as the
only One worthy to break the seals, everyone may tear the symbol for
the seventh seal, at the proper time, and throw the remains on the floor.

REVELATION 8:1 And when he broke the
seventh seal (everyone should tear up the seventh seal
symbol), there was silence in heaven for about
half an hour.

Practice the following and be ready to present it to the students.

There has been a lot of noise up to this point. Even the heavenly scenes
have been full of activity and sound., lightning, voices and thunder.
Now, something is so terrifying that for the space of half an hour
heaven is silent in anticipation. It is a dramatic silence, a silence of
awe and shock so notable no one is able to speak. There...is... (PAUSE
AND SPEAK IN A LOW VOICE, FADING OFF SLOWLY) ...nothing

to say. Everyone... is... ..speechless... ...

(STOP TALKING ALTOGETHER BE COMPLETELY SILENT ALL OF
A SUDDEN AND WAIT FOR EVERYONE TO NOTICE, (WHICH THEY WILL).
THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN LOOKING DOWN AT THEIR NOTES OR IN OTHER
DIRECTIONS WILL LOOK UP. THOSE WHOSE MINDS HAVE BEEN
WANDERING WILL SUDDENLY LOOK STRAIGHT AT YOU.

Wait in complete silence as long as you can, then explain what happened.

b. The reason

1) Silence (especially in sudden contrast to noise) is just as effective as

noi se for gaining attention. God wus
treatment to attract attention to something of extreme importance.

Voices of angels, blasts of loud trumpets and sudden silences teach

that an important announcement of judgment is coming from heaven.

GOD IS GOI NG TO DO SF@WMHTTHWI NG A AWE
IMPORTANT AND HE WANTS EVERYONE
IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH TO WITNESS IT.

c. The conflict between good and evil (God and Satan) is about to
be brought to a level never before faced in human history.

God uses many things to gain the worl
gives men every chance to turn to Him. God uses disasters,
cataclysmic activities, trumpets, | ou

THIS SILENCE LASTS FOR HALF AN HOUR.
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IT IS A PERIOD OF FRIGHTENING EXPECTATION.

Teacher might suggest students try to maintain silence for just a few
minutes to demonstrate how difficult it is to be silent. Time the minutes by a
wall clock or a portable timer.

3. LESSON # 3: WHAT THE GOLDEN CENSER TEACHES

a. Remember, God gave a group of martyrs crying for vengeance from
under the heavenly altar robes for their souls and told them to wait for
a second set of martyrs to join them?

b. Following the silence in verse 1, John sees seven angels standing in

Godobs throne room. Each angel rece.i
interrupts them before they make a sound. A previous activity must be

taken care of before another pursuit begins.

c. The next few verses of Chapter 8 supply an update on the subject of
the martyrs underneath the altar.

REVELATION 8:2-5a And I saw the seven angels

who stand before God; and seven trumpets were

given to them. And another angel came and

stood at the altar (the same altar where the martyrs

were), holding a golden censer; and much incense

was given to him, that he might add it to the

prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar

which was before the throne. And the smoke of

the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went

up before God out of the angel 6s
angel took the censer; and he filled it with the

fire of the altar and threw it to

a. The censer.
Display the censer symbol and explain its uses.

A censer is a container that transports heat from one place to another,

like a shovel with a long handle and a cover. It is still used for burning

incense and swinging back and forth in religious ceremonies or

processions. Made of fireproof material, censers were sometimes

drawn quickly between the sheets of
during cold months. Those censers were equipped with covers. The

one in our text doesnodt seem to hav

b. This censer is golden.
1) Gold pictures Deity which tells us God authorizes the activity of
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this censer.

2) The angel stands before the altar where the combined group of
martyred saints are gathered. The angel receives incense, which means
more prayers are added. The new group agrees with the former group.

REVELATI ON 5:8béhaving each one a
and golden bowls full of incense, which are the
prayers of the saints.

¢. Fire from the altar

1) Fire from the altarr e mi nds wus, agai n, of the

2) A second group of martyrs has joined the first group. The angel
mixes the prayers of both groups and gives them to God. The angel is
not carrying a message from God to the martyrs, but delivering prayers
from both groups of martyrs to God. The prayers call for justice.

3) In answer to those prayers, the angel fills the censer with fire from
the altar and casts fire onto the earth. Fiery coals thrown violently to
earth symbolize judgment. Prayers go up to God and judgment comes
down from God...from the very altar protecting the martyrs. The

censer delivers Godo6és judgment on tho

saints. Prayers are answered. Justice is accomplished!
MARTYRS UNDER THE ALTAR ARE AVENGED.

4) Both groups of martyrs witness the answer to their prayers for
vengeance. This is stage C of the first resurrection. Tribulation martyrs
are in resurrection bodies at the end of the Tribulation.

Remember, all believers who die during the Tribulation are resurrected
at the end of the Tribulation, stage 3, or C of the First resurrection.

4 STAGES OF FIRST RESURRECTION

STAGE A STAGE B STAGE C STAGE D

Jesus Christ Church Age saints O.T. and Tribulation saints Millennium saints

{F

REMEMBER, ALSO, THAT ALL STILL LIVING AT THE END
OF THE TRIBULATION TAKE PART IN THE SEPARATION OF
THE SHEEP AND GOATS.

As a reminder, display the following diagrams or draw them on the board.
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\M Diagram #1.

' // 7 YEARS OF TRIBULATION
FIRST GROUP SECOND GROUP
Martyrs killed during the first Martyrs Kkilled during the
three and a half years of the second three and a half years
Tribulation. of the Tribulation.

Both sets of martyrs resurrected at Stage C of the First Resurrection.

\W‘ﬂ Diagram #2.Remind students. Draw on board or suggest students look back
S Ul at their own charts.

SHEEP (BELIEVERS) TRANSFER INTO THE MILLENNIUM. ALIVE.|:>

EARTH ﬁ

GOATS (UNBELIEVERS) GO TO

TORMENTS IN THE CENTER OF THE TORMENTS
EARTH TO AWAIT THE SECOND

DEATH.

4. LESSON #4: WHAT THE RETURN OF NOISE TEACHES

REVELATI ON 8:5b éand there follow
of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning
and an earthquake.

THE SILENCE IS BROKEN. NOISE IS BACK!

a . Return of noise after half an ho
gettingo. An i mportant announcemen:

b. Thunder, sounds (voices), lightning and an earthquake follow. The

same four things take place with the sixth seal, the seventh trumpet

and the seventh drinking goblet. All describe the end of the

Tri bul ati on. These earthly judgme
from Aunder the altaro at the fift
There is a fifth lesson the teacher might choose to mention, briefly.

WHAT THE PLAGUES IN EXODUS TEACH (EXODUS 7:14-12:36).

Many descriptions of Tribulation judgments remind us of the plagues in
Egypt in 1446 B.C. We said at the beginning of this study that words

n
h
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would be taken literally and the book of Revelation would be allowed to
speak for itself. What do the plagues in Egypt teach about the book of
Revelation? Because the plagues literally happened, we can be sure the seal,
trumpet and drinking goblet judgments will happen, also. The plagues in
Egypt teach that the Tribulation judgments are real.

C. FOUR TRUMPETS

Timeline Activity continues. Students add symbols to their personal
timeline handcraft at the proper times. Distribute any new material, but
instruct students not to paste anything until the final trumpet judgment is
completed.

1. FIRST

a. Hail, fire and blood.

If you know someone or have a student who plays the trumpet, allow a
short blast on a trumpet when you say the words “The first angel
sounded...”. Arrange with the trumpet player ahead of time.

Call attention to the diagram of the sixth seal bursting into seven trumpets.

REVELATION 8:6-7 And the seven angels who
had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to
sound them. And the first sounded (one trumpet
blast) and there came hail and fire mixed with
blood, and they were thrown to the earth; and a
third of the earth was burned up, and a third of
the trees were burned up, and all the green grass
was burned up.

Display the First Trumpet symbol.

Now comes the second series of judgments: the Seven Trumpets. The
First Trumpet judgment destroys all the green grass, but only 1/3 of the
trees. Hail, fire and blood are symbols of divine wrath. Green things
symbolize agriculture and commerce. Since the two are closely
associated, both experience negative results.

b. What we learn.

1) The first trumpet is a judgment on prosperity. It easily connects with

the 2nd, 3rd and 4th seals: war, famine and death, which have far

reaching effects on the worl dbs prosp
remi nded that he cannot take care of
without God is exposed.
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2) The reference to 1/3 might connect this judgment to the Roman
Empire, (made up of Gentile Nations) involving one third of
civilization.
SEALS SEEM TO DESCRIBE THE JUDGMENTS
FROM | SRAELGS VI EWPOI NT.
TRUMPETS SEEM TO DESCRIBE THE JUDGMENTS FROM
A GENTILE POINT OF VIEW.

Discuss the proper spot for placement on the students’ timeline by
comparing the First Trumpet description to the Third Seal description.
Suggest students note on their timelines (in pencil) where they believe
the first trumpet belongs, but ask them not to paste it, yet.

2. SECOND

a. A burning mountain.

Display symbol for the second trumpet
Allow a couple of blasts on a trumpet at the proper time.

REVELATION 8:8-9 And the second angel

sounded (two blasts of the trumpet) and something

ol i ked a great mountain burning
throne into the sea: and a third of the sea became

blood; and a third of the creatures, which were

in the sea and had life, died; and a third of the

ships were destroyed.

1) AA great mountaino speaks of a

2) We | earn from the word, Alikeo

really a mountain. Often in Scripture, mountains picture kingdoms.
(ISAIAH 2:2; ZECHARIAH 4:7; JEREMIAH 51:24-27)

3) ABurning with fireo Iimplies de

4) fHiThe sead symbolizes Gentile n
the Revived Roman Empire.

5) AThe sea becoming bloodd indic
Gentile nations (fAeartho symboli z
creatures in the seao0O means a thi
referring to the destruction of

destruction or perhaps both). It refers to the self destruction of a large
nation or empire.
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6) Destruction of fAa third of the shi
large Empire is imploding.

b. What we learn.

The Second Trumpet tells us a Kingdom or a nation completely self
destructs. The demise of one nation affects other nations. One third of
all inhabitants die and one third of all commerce is destroyed. Again,
one third implies a connection to the Revived Roman Empire.

Allow students to cut out the symbol for the Second Trumpet. Advise
students to look at the seal judgment descriptions and discuss where
this judgment might compliment one of the seals. Suggest it might be a
progress report of the Third Seal, the one related to economic collapse.
Remind students that three and a half years is a very short time.

3. THIRD

a. A falling star named wormwood.

REVELATION 8:10-11 And the third angel
sounded (three blasts of the trumpet to indicate the
third trumpet), and a great star fell from heaven,
burning like a torch, and it fell on a third of the
rivers and on the springs of waters; and the
name of the star is called Wormwood; and a
third of the waters (rivers) became wormwood;
and many men died from the waters, because
they were made bitter.

Display Third Trumpet symbol.

Wormwood is a bitter herb used in a drink called absinthe, a strong
green liqueur that makes one quickly drunk and may slowly poison to
death. Wormwood symbolizes the bitter corruption of evil that seeps
into and destroys everything it touches (PROVERBS 5:4;
LAMENTATIONS 3:15). King James actually uses the word

Awor mwoodo.

b. What we learn.

1) The falling star pictures something or someone falling from a lofty

positionl even heaven. The Third Trumpet goes back and marks the

middle of the Tribulation when Satan falls from heaven to earth. At

that time, Satan indwells Antichrist. Antichrist sets up his image in the

temple and proclaims himself God. Li
everywhere and poisons everything. I
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of anti-Semitism (the Gentiles, signified by the sea, become bitter with
hatred of Israel). The world persecutes Jews in a wicked way and it is a
bitter time for Israel.

2) In the Old Testament, Jeremiah predicts the time we are studying
and states the reason for judgment:
law.

JEREMIAH 9:13-15 And the Lord said, 0 Bec aus e

they have forsaken My law, which I set before

them, and have not obeyed my voice nor walked

according to it, but have walked after the

stubbornness of their heart and after the Baals

(heathen Gods) as t heir fat her s taught
therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of

| s r alkehold, Iowill feed them, this people,

(Israel) with wormwood and give them poisoned

water to drink. o

Help students place the symbol for the Third Trumpet in the correct
spot slightly past the middle of the Tribulation.

4. FOURTH
a. 1/3rd Sun, Moon And Stars Darkened.

The Fourth Trumpet might be related to the Sixth Seal. Suggest
students listen for that connection as they study.

REVELATION 8:12 And the fourth angel
sounded (four blasts of the trumpet), and a third of
the sun and a third of the moon and a third of
the stars were smitten so that a third of them
might be darkened and the day might not shine
for a third of it and the night in the same way.

Display Fourth Trumpet symbol.

The references to 1/3 in REVELATION 8:12, remind us, again, of the

Revived Roman Empir e, I mplying a Ge
on Antichrist and his followers is being described.
b. Gospel

Here is an excellent opportunity to present the Gospel. Emphasize the
value of the death of Jesus Christ on the cross.
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THERE IS ONE MAGNIFICENT TRUTH WE KNOW TO
BE OF THE HIGHEST VALUE
FROM ANY POINT OF VIEW.

THE UNSPEAKABLE VALUE OF THE
SUBSTITUTIONARY DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST ON
THE CROSSTO EVERYONEEé EXCEPT THOS
WHO ARE FOOLISH.

Anyone who has faith in Jesus Christ and His death as their substitute
i's Godo6és child and is saved from the

c. What we learn.

The Fourth Trumpet describes an event close to the end of the
Tribulation. LUKE describes something similar to the Fourth Trumpet
as one of the signs of the end of the Tribulation.

LUKE 21:25-27 And there will be signs in sun
and moon and stars, and upon the earth dismay
among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the
sea and the waves, men fainting from fear and
the expectation of the things which are coming
upon the world for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken (reminiscent of the shaking of the fig
tree, symbolizing judgment). And then they will see
the Son of man coming in a cloud with power
and great glory (Second Advent...so the 4th Trumpet
describes the end of the Tribulation)..

D. PREVIEW OF COMING ATTRACTIONS

REVELATION 8:13 And I looked, and I heard an

eagle flying in mid-heaven, saying with a loud

Voi ce, 0 Wo e, (thewlastethree twionet _
judgment s ar te thosa Whoaddell,omvo e s " )&
the earth (t hose comfortably | i\
world) because of the remaining blasts of the
trumpet of the three angels who are about to
sound! o

Display the eagle symbol connected with the last three trumpet judgments.

a. At this point, an eagle flying in mid heaven points to earth and
announces three woes originating from God.
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1) The three woes are the last three trumpets. Again, we see the phrase
Athose who dwell on the earth
comfortably settled down in t
experiencing Godos wrat h.

0 . We
he dev]

2) The first four trumpets are judgments against earth itself as part of

Godbs cleansing process. Earth i s s
effects of sin and death must be purged. The Creator poured Himself

into creation so that His creatures might see, in part, His grace,

magnitude, love and perfection. But some of His creatures gnashed

their teeth, shook their fists and refused to change their minds...though

they stared hell in the face. And why? Because they were arrogant

and their hearts were unthankful.

3) Almighty God cleanses earth for the occupancy of His Son, the
King who returns to rule. Earth and heaven can retain no trace of

Satanodés evil, destruction and ugl i nu
must be eliminated and wiped out from heaven and earth so that all is
pure. Christbés Kingdom requires unbl

b. The Last Three Trumpets

1) Just as the first four trumpets stand together as a unit so the last
three associate with each other. Each is a woe and a woe is serious
trouble that causes a sudden, emotional outcry of the soul
(MATTHEW 23:27).

2) Essentially, a woe proclaims, 0Yc
trumpet judgment is pleasant, but the last three are the worst. Their
descriptions employ a large portion of Scripture: REVELATION 9:1
through REVELATION 11:15-19. So...
READ AHEAD SO YOU
WILL BE FAMILIAR WITH THE THREE WOES!

|
4 . SONGce @ o Every Man and Nationo Stud

oBattle Hymn of the Republico Great Hymn
CLOSING PRAYER

Thank You, Father, for Your Word and for the things we have examined.

Help us learn the Truth. Enable us to be wise and apply what we learn to

the problems and <circumstances of our
Amen.




