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REVELATION 9:1-12 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Let us bow our heads for a few moments of silence.  Then I will pray aloud. 
 

Dear heavenly Father, Your Word is Your gift to us and we are grateful.  Be with us 
now as we open Your Word and listen as Your Spirit teaches us.  May Your Spirit 
enable us to understand the deep truth contained in this portion of Scripture that we 
may be blessed richly by what we learn.  We thank You, in Jesusõ precious name.  Amen. 
 

REVIEW 
 

Summary 
 

Seven trumpet judgments originated from the seventh seal. 
 

When the Lamb broke the Seventh Seal on the scroll, there was silence in heaven for half 
an hour.  God put it all into perspective by sayingénothing.  God gained everyoneõs 
attention with silence because the coming judgments were going to be awesome. John 
saw seven high-ranking angels prepared and waiting to blow seven trumpets.  Each time 
an angel sounds a trumpet, a judgment follows.  Four trumpets have already sounded.  
Now, as we begin to study the last three trumpets (three Woes), we see what heaven saw 
and we know why heaven fell silent. 
 

Allow questions about the first four Trumpet judgments. It might help to line up the 
first four trumpet symbols for students to see. Some things are difficult.  Do not be 
afraid to say so and explain why. The purpose of these lessons is not to explain all the 
intricacies of this book, but to convey the basic principles that help young people 
understand the book as a whole.  
 
 

I. SEVEN TRUMPET JUDGMENTS II 
 

Immediately following the Fourth Trumpet, heaven pronounces three woes against 

unbelievers (REVELATION 8:13). The first three trumpets were closely 

associated with each other. Announcement of 3 woes comes between, then the last 

three trumpets are connected, also. 
 

REVELATION 8:13 And I (John) looked, and I heard (John, 
using eye-gate and ear-gate, again) an eagle flying in mid 
heaven, saying with a loud voice, òWoe, woe, woe, to those 
who dwell on the earth, (those who are comfortably settled down 
in the devilõs world) because of the remaining blasts of the 
trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound.ó 

Call attention to the Woeful Eagle symbol. The eagle is the highest-flying bird 

signifying a close link between God and man. 



      3    First Woe ~ Demons from the Abyss                                              REVELATION 9:1-12 THREE WOES 

 

 
 

Remind students the phrase ñthose who dwell on the earthò refers to those 

who do not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and are therefore, comfortable 

in Satanôs domain here on earth. 
 
 

A. FIFTH TRUMPET 
 
 

CHAPTER 9 deals with  the Fifth Trumpet Judgment, the first of three woes. 
 

THE FIRST THREE TRUMPETS STOOD TOGETHER AS A UNIT. 

THE LAST THREE TRUMPETS ALSO FORM A UNIT. 

EACH ONE IS CALLED A ñWOEò. 
 

1. FIRST WOE 
 

 

Continue to have a trumpet player give the exact number of short blasts on the 
trumpet at the exact right time, for each trumpet judgment. 
 

REVELATION 9:1 And the fifth angel sounded (five 
blasts of a trumpet) and I saw a star from heaven (a creature 
from heaven) which had fallen (had already fallen at 
sometime in the past) to the earth; and the key of (authority 
over) the bottomless pit ( the abyss) was given to him.  

Display symbol for Fifth Trumpet. 
 
 

a. According to Websterôs Dictionary, the word ñwoeò means ñsorrow, grief or 

miseryò. Often in our language today, this word describes how we feeléan 

adjective of emotion. The word ñwoeò in REVELATION is more than emotion 

or even a specific sorrow. It is a label or designation for exceptionally horrible 

judgments upon earth. 
 

b. When we are finished with our study of the three woes, we may think 

Websterôs definition is mild indeed. 
 

 

OUR SIMPLE DEFINITION OF WOE IS 

ñYOUôRE IN A HEAP OF TROUBLEò. 

REVELATION 12:12 For this reason, rejoice O heavens 
and you who dwell in them (believers òdwelló in heaven).  
Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has come 
down to you having great wrath, knowing that he has 
only a short time.  

 
 

c. Scripture tells us there is joy in heaven when Satan departs and woe on earth 

when he arrives.  Satan is bad news wherever he goes. He brings ñHellò on 

earth and leads many to ñHellò for eternity. 
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CHART OF SATANôS FALLS 

1. PREHISTORIC 

JUDGMENT. 

Satan was kicked 

out of the throne 

room of God.  

Ezekiel 28:16 

Revelation 12:4a  

 

Satanôs 

fall 

connected 

with this 

lesson. 

4. 3RD  FALL. 

Into the abyss during 

Millennium. 

Revelation . 20:3;  

Isaiah 14:15 

3. 2ND FALL.  

Confined to earth in the 

middle of the Tribulation. 

Ezekiel 28:17;  

Revelation 12:9 

2. 1ST FALL.  

His living 

quarters in 

second  

heaven.  

5. FINAL DESTINATION: lake of fire. 

Revelation 20:10; I Timothy 3:6; Matthew 25:41 

HEAVEN 

EARTH 

Access to earth 

and to Godôs 

throne. 

Job  1:6,7 

    Armageddon 

SATAN IS BEHIND THESE WOES. 

WOES CONNECTED WITH SATAN ARE EVEN WORSE  

THAN NORMAL WOES. 
 

d. Wherever Satan is, there is woe.  We might say, ñGod is love, Satan 

is woe.ò  Satan is confined to earth at the mid-point of the Tribulation.  

In the present age, Satan has freedom to roam on earth as well as 

appear in heaven. (JOB 1:6, 7).  He likes to report on the bad behavior 

of Godôs children. 
 

 

I do not know about you, but I like to tell God about my sins before  

Satan ñtattlesò on me. 
 

 

e. Satan is permitted to continue tattling on believers until he is cast 

out of heaven for good...in the middle of the Tribulation. 
 

 

2. SATANõS THREE FALLS  
 

 
                        

                                                                        

                                                                        

                                                                                                     

 

 

                                                                                     

                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

EZEKIEL 28:17 Your heart (Satanõs) was lifted up 
because of your beauty; you corrupted your 
wisdom by reason of your splendor (Satan became 
arrogant and rebelled against God). I cast you to the 
ground (a reference to Satanõs fall to earth in the 
middle of the Tribulation); I put you before kings 
that they may see you. (earthly kings will witness 
how far Satan has fallen). 
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3. UNBELIEVERSõ  WOE 
 

a. The return of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, is not a welcome 

event to those ñcomfortably settled downò on earth.  Earth is corrupt 

and unbelievably evil by the time of Christôs Second Advent. Christôs 

return is woeful to them. 
 

b. Satanôs coming is woeful to them and Christôs coming is woeful to 

them. Those who ñdwell on earthò are unbelievers.  ñThey are in a 

heap of trouble.ò 
 

BOTH THE COMING OF SATAN AND THE COMING OF CHRIST 

ARE WOEFUL TO  UNBELIEVERS. 
 

UNBELIEVERS HAVE NOWHERE TO TURN. 
 

 

B. DEMONS FROM THE ABYSS 

 
 

The Fifth Trumpet Judgment describes demons possessing traits and 

abilities of scorpions and locusts.  God allows Satan to release demons 

from jail in the abyss, then God uses the same demons to judge the 

world.  REVELATION 9:1-12 provides details concerning the Fifth 

Trumpet, the First Woe. 
 

Repeat verse 1 of Chapter 9 and continue through verse 12. Allow five 

more blasts from a trumpet at the appropriate time, if you wish. 
 

REVELATION 9:1-12 And the fifth angel 
sounded (5 trumpet blasts) and I saw a star from 
heaven (that is, Satan) which had fallen (in the 
past) to the earth, and the key of the bottomless 
pit (the abyss) was given to him. And he (Satan) 
opened the bottomless pit; and smoke went up 
out of the pit, like the smoke of a great furnace; 
and the sun and the air were darkened by the 
smoke of the pit.  And out of the smoke came 
forth locusts upon the earth; and power was 
given them, òasó the scorpions of the earth have 
power.  And they were told that they should not 
hurt the grass of the earth, nor any green thing, 
nor any tree, but only the men who do not have 
the seal of God on their foreheads.  And they 
were not permitted to kill anyone, but to torment 
for five months; and their torment was òlikeó the 
torment of a scorpion when it stings a man.  And 
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in those days men will seek death and will not 
find it; and they will long to die and death flees 
from them.  And the appearance of the locusts 
was òlikeó horses prepared for battle; and on 
their heads, òas it wereó, crowns òlikeó gold, and 
their faces were òlikeó the faces of men.  And 
they had hair òlikeó the hair of women, and their 
teeth were òlikeó the teeth of lions.  And they 
had breastplates òlikeó breastplates of iron; and 
the sound of their wings was òlikeó the sound of 
chariots, of many horses rushing to battle.  And 
they have tails òlikeó scorpions, and stings; and 
in their tails is their power to hurt men for five 
months.  They have as king over them, the angel 
(messenger) of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is 
Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name 
Apollyon.  The first woe is past; behold, two 
woes are still coming after these things (two woes 
follow òafter the first woeó). 

 

1. WORDS AND PHRASES FROM TEXT 
 

Frequent use of the words ñlike ñ and ñasò indicate John is having a 

difficult time describing what he sees in a way we can understand. 
 

a. Star fallen from heaven 
 

1) ñA star fallen from heavenò refers to Satanôs second fall when he is 

cast out of heaven in the middle of the Tribulation.  ñStarò means 

messenger.  Satanôs fall in the middle of the Tribulation would have 

the appearance of a falling star, for Scripture often refers to Satan as an 

angel (star, messenger) of light. 
 

LUKE 10:18 And He (Jesus) said unto them, 
òbeheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.ó 

 

II CORINTHIANS 11:14 And no wonder for 
even Satan disguises himself as an angel of 
light. 

 

2) REVELATION 9:1 refers to this star as ñheò and ñhimò. 
 

REVELATION 9:1 And the fifth angel sounded 
(five blasts of a trumpet) and I saw a star from 
heaven (a creature coming down from heaven) which 
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had fallen (had already fallen at sometime in the past) 
to the earth; and the key (authority) of the 
bottomless pit ( authority over the abyss) was given 
to him (to Satan). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Satan  fell from heaven before the Fifth Trumpet Judgment. The 

time of his second fall is the middle of the Tribulation. That would 

place the Fifth Trumpet well after the middle of  the Tribulation. Satan 

opens the abyss at that time. 
 
 

 

4) Satan indwells Antichrist in the middle of the Tribulation. Since 

earth is his domain at this time, he holds the key to the abyss. It is he 

who opens the shaft to the pit and releases demons imprisoned there. 
 

Display symbol of the fifth trumpet: Satan opening the bottomless pit. 
 

b. Bottomless pit. 
 

1) The bottomless pit is a different compartment from Torments and 

Tartarus in the center of the earth. The abyss seems to be  the shaft or 

entrance into the bottomless pit, or the two terms are synonymous. 
 

Review the Sheol-Hades chart, the compartments of the underworld. Visuals 
are in Teacherõs Appendix.  Leave visuals displayed as they are foundational 
for the swarm of Locust-Scorpion-Demons rising from the abyss. 
 

Additional references for abyss or bottomless pit: LUKE8:31;  

ROMANS 10:7; REVELATION, 9:1, 2, 11;11:7;17:8; 20:1-3;  
 

2nd  Fall 

 

Satan falls to earth 

in the middle of the 

Tribulation. 

 

Satan is confined to 

earth until the end 

of  the Tribulation. 

THE GREAT TRIBULATION  
Second three and a half years of the Tribulation. 

FIFTH TRUMPET JUDGMENT 

 

Sometime after the middle of the Tribulation. 

Other descriptions set this event at five 

months before the Second Advent. 

(See B-1-d-5), this lesson and  

Revelation 11:7) 
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2) Tartarus is the customary abode for demons. The abyss is a 

maximum security facility in the center of the earth: a separate holding 

area for some extra rotten demons, guilty of something so vile it is not 

even named. God holds supreme authority over the abyss.  Nothing 

goes there and nothing leaves there without Godôs authorization.  God 

confines Satan to the abyss during the Millennium. 
 

c. Key to the bottomless pit. 
 

The text says the ñstar that fell from heavenò (that is, Satan) receives 

the key to the abyss.  God authorizes Satan to open the bottomless pit 

or abyss and release the rotten demons. Satan is thrilled and makes 

quick use of his opportunity to torment mankind.  It is one of Satanôs 

favorite activities. 
 

Display the visual of Satan holding the key to the abyss. 
 

d. ñLikeò the smoke of a great furnace. 
 

1) Out of the abyss, shrouded in thick, hot smoke come some creatures 

called, ñlocustsò.  They are not the large swarming insects we know as 

locusts, but they have similar traits. We will rename them, ñLocust-

Scorpion-Demons.  See if the new title fits. 
 

2) The apostle, Peter speaks of demons held in the abyss under pits of 

darkness. (I PETER 2:4) The dark, thick smoke billows upward when 

the shaft opens. Smoke hides the activity of the demons for a while as 

they begin their invasion of the earth and their work of torture. 
 

Remind students of the sure and certain protection of Church Age believers 
from this judgment or any activity in the Tribulation.  Remind them that 
the Rapture removes all Godõs children from earth before these horrible 
things begin to happen. 
 

Using visuals for Sheol-Hades place the related visuals for the shaft, or the 
opening to the shaft and Satan holding the key in their proper places.  
 

3) The description of the locusts obviously does not refer to normal 

locusts. It could only refer to demons. 
 

Go over the description, carefully. Ask students to help by checking 
Scripture and calling out different traits ascribed to these demons. List 
traits on the board and leave them there during the lesson: locusts, 
scorpions, horses, faces like men, hair like women, teeth like lions. Show a 
composite visual of what these creatures would look like if the descriptions 
were literal. 
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Display a composite picture of the demons. 
 

4) As soon as Satan opens the abyss, smoke boils forth and billows up 

through the shaft like that of a great furnace... hot and chokingly thick. 

(Verse 2)  It darkens the sun and the air. 
 

Suggest students study the seal symbols on their Class Activity 

Timelines to see if the Fifth Trumpet judgment resembles the 

description of any seal judgment. 
 

5) The fourth seal (REVELATION 6:12) describes the sun as black as 

sackcloth.  The Fourth seal and the Fifth Trumpet judgment seem to be 

related. Since the locustsô time is limited to five months and their 

leader is responsible for killing the two witnesses at the end of the 

Tribulation, we judge the time of the fifth trumpet as five months 

before the Second Advent.  More details will be added when we study 

the two witnesses (REVELATION 11:3-12). 
 

6) The heavens are described in various degrees of darkness at 

different times in Scripture (sometimes 1/3, sometimes completely 

dark). Perhaps all darkness judgments are progress reports of the same 

phenomenon. 
 

e. Out of the smoke come locusts. 
 

Creatures called ñlocustsò are shrouded in thick, hot smoke (Verse 4).  

Locusts swarm and are innumerable.  Make no mistake about it: these 

are demons (with demon abilities and powers) swarming out of the 

abyss and invading the earth. 
 

 

2. LOCUST-SCORPION-DEMONS 
 

a. Demonôs power. 
 

ñLikeò scorpions (Verse 5), the demons have the power to torment for 

five months and the torment is so bad men want to die, but cannot. 
 

b. Demonôs description. 
 

Call attention to the composite picture, again. 
 

1) The physical description is not literal.  Scriptureôs purpose is to 

convey characteristics, traits, abilities and limitations of the creatures 

from the abyss, in terms we can understand. 
 

2) ñLikeò horses prepared for battle (Verse 7) tells us the demons are 

organized like military units, they are powerful and have great 



10  REVELATION is NOT a MysteryñTEACHERõS GUIDE   FUTURE: The Tribulation 

 

mobility. 
 

Display the òhorsesó symbol. 
 

3) Crowns on their heads ñlikeò gold (Verse 7) means the demons have 

won victories in the past and have authority under the command of 

Satan, but the crowns are counterfeit (ñlikeò) gold.  These crowns 

wither away in five months.  The demonsô earthly victories mean 

nothing in the light of eternity. They are as temporary as Antichristôs. 
 

4) Faces ñlikeò the faces of men (Verse 7).  The demons have the 

ability to reason and plan strategy ñlikeò human beings. They are 

intelligent. 
 

Display the òfaces of menó symbol. 
 

5) The hair is as the hair of women (Verse 8). Many evil women are 

recognized for their cunning ability as schemers. ñAs the hair of 

womenò pictures the demonsô ability to use their wiles and crafty ideas 

to get their way. They are seductive and intriguing. 
 

Display the òhair of womenó symbol. 
 

6) Teeth as the teeth of lions (Verse 8).  Lions are wild and always on 

the attack. The demons are fierce and ferocious.  Scripture says Satan 

ñprowls about like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devourò  

(I PETER 5:8).  These are Satanôs demons. 
 

7) Breastplates ñlikeò breastplates of iron (Verse 9).  The demons have 

some protection, perhaps actual armor.  However, the inferior 

protection (ñlikeò iron) is not indestructible.  Certainly, Satan cannot 

protect them in any permanent way. 
 

Display the òbreastplates like ironó symbol. 
 

8) Sound of their wings ñlikeò the sound of chariots, of many horses 

rushing to battle (Verse 9).  The pounding sound of the demons 

approach creates fear and warns victims of their approach, but there is 

no place to run.  Imagine the terror when the sound of stampeding 

horses comes closer and closer and thick, black smoke shrouds the 

source. 
 
 

Display the òsound of chariotsó symbol. 
 

9) Demons with tails ñlikeò scorpions  torment their victims for 5 

months (Verse 10).  
 

Display the òscorpionsó symbol. 
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3. THE LEADER 

a. The demons have a king over them: a leader.  
 

They are organized and they know how to follow orders. (Verse 11).    

 

REVELATION 9:11 They have as king over 
them, the angel of the abyss; his name in 
Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the 
name Apollyon.  

 

b. Named Abaddon-Apollyon (Verse 11). 
 

The leaderôs Greek name is Abaddon (meaning, destruction) and in 

Hebrew it is Apollyon (meaning exterminator). This leader takes his 

orders from Satan. He is a fallen angel, formerly of high rank in 

heaven.  He has been in jail for quite some time and Satan sets him 

free.   He is named in Hebrew and Greek implying he torments both 

unbelieving Jews and unbelieving Gentiles. 
 

Display the òAbaddonó symbol. 
 

c. Limited power. 
 

1) Authority over the abyss belongs to God.  God sets the limits and 

demons must obey. God allows Satan to have the key  temporarily, and 

later God locks Satan in the same abyss for 1,000 years.  God is in 

charge (REVELATION 17:8; REVELATION 20:1, 3). 
 
 

Refer to Satanôs Three Falls Chart and point to the beginning of the 

Millennium and the end of the Millennium to show the one thousand 

year extent of Satanôs stay in the abyss or the bottomless pit. 
 

2) These demons cannot hurt grass or any green thing nor any tree.  

Normal locusts would harm all those things.  The demons may take the 

form of locusts as they swarm out of the abyss since the Scripture does 

not use the word ñlikeò, but regardless of their appearance, they are 

demons. 
 

3) ñCould not hurt any man having Godôs sealò means they could 

torture only unbelievers. God limits the demonôs power, but uses them 

to inflict judgment upon those who do not have the seal of God on 

their forehead.  Godôs seal is a seal of ownership and protection. 

(REVELATION 9:4).  Godôs mark may or may not be visible to 

humans. It does not matter. God knows who to protect and He protects 

them. 
 

4) ñCould not kill.ò  Though their victims wish they could die, the 
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demons do not have the power to inflict death. 
 

5) ñCould not torment more than five monthsò is an interesting phrase 

because five months is the exact time of the activity of real scorpions. 

Scorpion season is from May to September. One sting and there is pain 

for five months. The tormented ones are miserable and want to die, but 

they cannot kill themselves (Verse 6). 
 

c. Time of release 
 

1) Since  Abaddon, the leader of the demons from the abyss, kills the 

two witnesses introduced later (CHAPTER 11), the release of demons 

from the abyss fits a time frame of five months before the end of the 

Tribulation. 
 

2) Two witnesses, evangelists during the Great Tribulation, are 

murdered by Abaddon. 
 

REVELATION 11:7 And when they (the Two 
Witnesses) have finished their testimony, the 
beast that comes up out of the abyss (Abaddon) 
will make war with them, and overcome them 
and kill them. 

 

3) The Fifth Trumpet judgment occurs near the end of the Tribulation. 

Students might mark a spot for the Fifth Trumpet on the time line.   

REVELATION 9:3 And there came out of the 
smoke locusts upon the earth and unto them was 
given power as the scorpions of the earth have 
power. 

 

d. Song: ñThey Will Come From the Abyss When They Comeò 
 

Words and directions for actions are included. Tune: ñSheôll Be 

Coming óRound the Mountain, When She Comesò. The song takes 

quite a bit of time to organize. It takes the place of Class Activity and 

memory verse in this lesson. It may take two or three sessions to cover 

all material. The song goes with all lessons on the LOCUST-

SCORPION-DEMONS. 
 

 

4. CONCLUSION 
 

The conclusion concerning the Locust-Scorpion-Demons is simply that 

very close to the end of the Tribulation, Satan releases some horrible 

creatures up through the shaft of the Abyss. Thick, black smoke 

envelopes them, hiding their approach.  They are well organized and 

are led by one whose name reflects his ability to destroy. 

The demons are used by God to judge mankind, but God limits their 

power and ability. They have no authority to hurt those sealed by God. 
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They are able to inflict torture, but are not able to kill and their time of 

activity is limited to five months.  Their leader, Abaddon, is a top 

General in Satanôs demon army.  His demons torment men so badly 

that men wish for quick death, but they will not be able to die to escape 

the torture. 
 

It may seem that an excess amount of time has been devoted to the 

description of the Locust-Scorpion-Demons, but t is time well spent. 

Without the details, one might never believe descriptions so 

spectacular could teach such simple truth. Wild interpretations of 

portions of Scripture cause many students of Godôs word to avoid 

studying the book of Revelation.  This study presents the plain, normal 

meaning whenever possible. When that is not possible, an attempt is 

made to uncover and present the truth God wishes His children to 

learn. 
 

Quoting from ñThe Book of Revelationò by Clarence Larkin, c. 1919,  

ñThe meaning, then, of this scourge of ñScorpion Locustsò seems to be 

that an angel, the custodian of the pit, will open the ñBottomless Pitò 

and liberate a vast multitude of demons who shall enter into and take 

possession of the bodies of men and so torment them that they shall 

desire to die and shall not be able.ò 
 

Mr. Larkinôs reasonable explanation fits the Scriptural description and 

requires no wild speculation. 
 

THE FIRST WOE IS PAST. 
 

THIS CONCLUDES THE STUDY OF THE FIFTH TRUMPET 

JUDGMENT.  IT IS THE FIRST WOE. 

TWO WOES FOLLOW.  IF POSSIBLE, THEY ARE  

WORSE THAN THE FIRST. 
 

 

CLOSING PRAYER   AND GOSPEL 
 
 

Take a few moments to remind the class that if anyone here has never 
trusted Jesus Christ, they may do so and become Godõs child, right now.  All 
they need is to believe Jesus Christ died for their sins, as their substitute. 
The moment they trust Him is the moment they are saved and on their way 
to heaven. 
 

Thank You, God for Your wonderful Word. Thank You for the detailed 
report of the judgments of the Tribulation, and thank You most of all that 
Your children are protected from such judgments. May each of us take the 
things we have learned about Your plan and store them in the treasure of 
doctrine in our soul.  In Jesusõ name we pray, Amen. 
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CHART OF SATANôS FALLS 

1. 

PREHISTORIC 

JUDGMENT. 

Satan was kicked 

out of the throne 

room of God.  

Ezekiel 28:16 

Revelation 12:4a  
 

Satanôs 

fall 

connected 

with this 

lesson. 

4. 3RD  FALL. 

Into the abyss 

during Millennium. 

Revelation . 20:3;  

Isaiah 14:15 

3. 2ND FALL.  

Confined to earth in 

the middle of the 

Tribulation.  

Ezekiel 28:17;  

Revelation 12:9 

2. 1ST FALL.  

His living 

quarters in 

second  

heaven.  

5. FINAL DESTINATION: lake of fire. 

Revelation 20:10; I Timothy 3:6;  

Matthew 25:41 

HEAVEN 

EARTH 

Access to earth 

and to Godôs 

throne. 

Job  1:6,7 

  Armageddon 


