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REVELATION 9:13-21

OPENING PRAYER

/i Allow a few moments for confession of sin, if necessary.

/ Thank You, Father, for Your matchless grace. Without Your grace, we would not exist:
we live under Your grace and we die under Your grace. Thank You, that because of
Your grace, we have Your Word to study and Your Spirit to guide us into all truth. Be
with us now and teach us the things You want us to know. In Jesus’ name, we pray.
Amen.

REVIEW
Vocabulary

Definition of Woe: a woe is a sudden, strong emotional outcry of the soul,
recognition of a serious problem. Oul
troubl e.”

Trumpets 1 through 5: review the first five trumpets on the timeline. Suggested
choreography appears below.

Memory Verse. There is no memory verse in this lesson. If time allows teacher
might review a recent memory verse or verses.

Summary

Suggested Choreography for summary:

1. Before class, place symbols for first four trumpets on classroom timeline.

2. Briefly describe the first four trumpet judgments and be prepared to answer
questions.

3. Add Fifth Trumpet symbol.
4. Review the Fifth Trumpet and allow time for questions. Build as teaching.

The last three trumpets are so dreadful they are called woes. The Fifth Trumpet was the
first woe. The Sixth Trumpet is the second woe. The Seventh Trumpet is the third woe.

I. SEVEN TRUMPET JUDGMENTS III

Continue to allow trumpet blasts announcing judgments.

A. SIXTH TRUMPET

A.
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REVELATION 9:12 The first woe is past; (the Fifth
Trumpet, which we have just reviewed) behold, two woes
(the Sixth and Seventh Trumpets) are still coming after
these things (after the things connected with the Fifth
Trumpet).

1. SIXTH TRUMPET: SECOND WOE

Add the symbol for the Sixth Trumpet Judgment to the classroom timeline.
Suggest students place the Sixth Trumpet symbol toward the end of the
Tribulation on their Timeline. Advise students to keep the following text in
view as we follow its report.

REVELATION 9:13616 And the sixth angel sounded
(This is the Sixth Trumpet. Continue allowing a student to
sound a corresponding number of blasts on a trumpet.) and 1
heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar
which is before God (orders continue to originate from
heaven), one saying to the sixth angel who had the
trumpet, ORel ease the four ang 10
great river Euphrates. 6 And the four
been prepared for the hour, and day and month and

year, were released so that they might kill a third of

mankind. And the number of the armies of the

horsemen was two hundred million; I heard the

number of them.

2. WORDS AND PHRASES FROM TEXT
a. The sixth angel soundedd Verse 13.

Allow six blasts on a trumpet.

An angel sounds the trumpet announcing the Sixth Trumpet judgment.

b. A voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before Godi
Verse 13.

1) The voice from the altar tells us God is still in control and is directing
judgment. God controls history. He uses and directs the events of history to
comply with and further His plan and will.

2) This is the same golden altar we have seen before.
Quickly remind students of the altar at the Fifth Seal in REVELATION 6:9-10.
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Students should be very familiar with this altar by now . Remind
them we are reviewing what we already know about the altar. Place a seal
symbol in plain view. This is a seal judgment, not one of the trumpets.

3) TIME OF FIFTH SEAL.

Revelation 6:9-10 Revelation 8:5
* 5th Seal occurred in HEAVEN 2nd group of martyrs joins 1st
heaven at the mid-point of group and both groups witness
the Tribulation. A group of the vengeance of the Lord.

believers cried to God for
vengeance against those who
murdered them.

End of Tribulationl.

zoggomarg®m»>

Middle of Tribulation.
EARTH

4) Remember that the souls under the altar in Chapter 6 are believers
murdered because of their faith in Jesus Christ during the first three
and a half years of the Tribulation,.
vengeance on their murderers and were told to wait until another group
joined them. Also, remember what chapter 8 reported: other martyrs
join the first group. Both groups witness in some way, God avenging
their murders with fire from that same altar. This happens at the end of
the Tribulation.

REVELATION 8:5 And the angel took the
censer, and he filled it with the fire of the altar,
and threw it into the earth; and there followed
peals of thunder and sounds (voices) and flashes
of lightning and an earthquake (end of the
Tribulation).

c. The same altar is mentioned again at the Sixth Trumpet as four
demons are released from the Euphrates - Verse 14.

Call attention to the Sixth Trumpet symbol.

The sixth angel obeys the command that originated from the altar
and four fallen angels (demons) are released from jail in the Euphrates
River.

d. The Great River Euphrates - Verse 14.
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The Euphrates was there from the beginning and it was larger than
life.

1t constitutes the northern border for the promised Land. Presently, it
stands as a barrier between Oriental people and the rest of the world.

The Euphrates River appears very early in the Bible. GENESIS 2:14
records the location of the Garden of Eden and the River Euphrates
figures prominently. The Garden of Eden was apparently located
somewhere close to what is now Iraq.

The River Euphrates was important in the beginning of time and it
remains important to the end of time. Everything in the world began in
that area. Adam and Eve lived there. God performed the first
marriage ceremony in that area. The first baby was born there. Sin in
the world began there and the first murder was committed in that
location. Noah built the Ark in that area.

People were scattered all over the world at the judgment at Babel, but

they came from an area close to the Euphrates River. The flood began

in that location. The tower of Babel was built there and

Nebuchadnezzar (who became a believer
carried| s r a el Il nto captivity in Babyl on.
that area. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were in the fiery furnace.

That area became the center for evil, immorality and idolatry early
in world history. It is still the center today, and will play a prominent
role in the final climax of evil religion at the end of the Tribulation.

1) In REVELATION 9:13-16, at the sounding of the Sixth Trumpet,
four fallen angels are released from the River Euphrates and an army
of two hundred million horsemen is mentioned.

2) REVELATION 16:12 mentions the Euphrates River drying up to
prepare the way for the Eastern or Oriental kings to cross over. This
information ties the Sixth Goblet judgment to the Sixth Trumpet. The
Sixth Goblet 1s covered later, but we need to be aware of the
connection. Listen to Chapter 16.

REVELATION 16:12 And the sixth angel poured
out his bowl (goblet) upon the great river, the
Euphrates; and its water was dried up, that the
way might be prepared for the kings of the east.

Now, go back to chapter 9. Read verse 15.
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e. The phrase: AThe hour -Vemed5.day an:

The very specific time in Chapter 9 is not designed to tell whenthe
event will happen, buttoshowthat Go d 6 s pl ans are sur e
The time i s setReaoc MARK®:25026) cal endar . |

f. 1/3 part of men were killed - Verse 15.

At the Fifth Trumpet demons released from the abyss could only
torture their victims - not Kill them. This army of two hundred million
is skilled at killing. Death is reinstated with the Sixth Trumpet.

g. An army of two hundred million - Verse 16.

Write the number 200 on the board, then add 000, then another 000 to
show the magnitude of an army of two hundred million.

Two hundred million is only around half a million less than the entire
population of our country (304, 000,000 as of July 2008) at the present
time, but two hundred million refers to the number of soldiers in an
army. What an army! Today, only China with her allies could gather
an army of this magnitude. The army comes toward Jerusalem out of
the east, beyond the Euphrates River which has dried up and formed a
highway. It is an Oriental coalition connected with the king of the east.

SCRIPTUREDOESNOTSAY ALI KEo0 AN ARMY
OR AAS I T WHREO AN AR
I T I'S A LI TERAL ARMYéA VI CI OUS, POW
ARMY.

3. DESCRIPTION OF THE ARMY

REVELATION 9:17 And this is how I saw in the
vision the horses and those who sat on them: the
riders had breastplates the color of fire and of
hyacinth and of brimstone; and the heads of the
horses are like the heads of lions; and out of
their mouths proceed fire and smoke and
brimstone.

a. Horses - Verses 16, 17.

To review information on horses in Scripture read Job 39:19-25.

Horses symbolize God entering the affairs of men. Horses also point to
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the organization, power and mobility of this two hundred million-man

army. In the Bible, the horse is the animal of war. Whether literal

horses or another more modern form of transportation such as tanks,

this army moves quickly and in a warlike fashion as God steps into

mends affairs and continues His contr.

b. Breastplates the color of fire, hyacinth and brimstone - Verse 17.

1) Breastplates illustrate this army is well protected. The breastplates
are described by their color and purpose.

* Red and orange are the colors of fire: bright, alive and very hot.
* Hyacinth is a dull, dark blue, the color of thick smoke.

* Brimstone is a yellow gas that smells like rotten eggs and is deadly.

2) The colors illustrate destruction. The putrid gas that rushed up
through the shaft of the abyss when demons were released pictured the
same destructive components. This army has the power to wipe out
everything in its path.

LUKE 17:29; REVELATION 14:10; REVELATION 19:20;
REVELATION 21:8

c. Heads of the horses are like the heads of lions I Verse 17.

This army is ferocious as well as powerful and it has no regard for
human life.

REVELATION 9:18, 19 A third of mankind was
killed by these three plagues, by the fire and the
smoke and the brimstone, which proceeded out
of their mouths. For the power of the horses is in
their mouths and in their tails for their tails are
like serpents and they have heads; and with
them they do harm.

d. Fire, smoke and brimstone come from their mouths -Verse 19.

God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah with fire and brimstone in the
days of Lot (GENESIS 19:24; LUKE 17:29). This army is equipped
with weapons of mass destruction.

e. Power in mouth and in tail - Verse 19.

Their power is accessible from any and every part of them. They have
the ability to kill multitudes of people in every direction.
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f. Tails nAdVerde®90 ser pent s

ATail s | i ke s e theserpert, Satan. Theamiynfd s us of
two hundred million does the bidding of Satan. It is a human army

attacking and destroying everything in its path. Its soldiers are demon

possessed and Satan influenced.

g. They do harm with their heads I Verse 19.

The army is intelligent and organized. Their leaders are capable of
planning strategy for inflicting a maximum amount of harm.

3. REACTION OF SURVIVORS

REVELATION 9:20, 21 And the rest of mankind,
who were not killed by these plagues, did not
repent of the works of their hands, so as not to
worship demons, and the idols of gold and of
silver and of brass and of stone and of wood,
which can neither see, nor hear, nor walk; And
they did not repent of their murders nor of their
sorceries nor of their immorality, nor of their
thefts.

a. No change in unbelievers - Verse 21.

THE PEOPLE NOT KILLED BY THE ARMY, THE MASS OF
HUMANS REMAINING ON EARTH,
ARE STILL REBELLIOUS.

Those spared by the demon-possessed army continue worshiping
devils and idols made with their own hands. Their religion is demon
worship (I TIMOTHY 4: 1).

b. Religion still dominates 1 Verse 20.

The Tribulation is the most religious period in history. Satan worship,
1dol worship, wicked witchcraft and the occult are widespread.
Religion is man trying to please God in his own way. Christianity is
God reaching down to man and saving him by grace.

¢. Sinful activities continue - Verse 21.

1) Survivors continue in their sinful ways. They have no regard for
human life.
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2) Today, we can see the world heading in a strange direction. It is not
hard to imagine the attitude of self centeredness becoming universal.
Unbelievers such as the terrorists who hurt our precious country kill at
the drop of a hat. Life means nothing to them. People continue to be
involved in drugs: they deal in drugs, use drugs themselves and fry
their minds. (Drugs leave people open to demon-possession and
demon-possession will be unrestrained.) The ones not killed by the
army continue to commit crimes of all kinds. They deal cruelly and
dishonestly with each other.

Teacher might choose to encourage discussion of how our country is
being taken over with this type of thinking. There is no certain death

penalty for capitol crimes anymore. People are literally getting away
with murder. Family life is almost non-existent.

A few years ago when divorce was already prominent, courts were full
of Moms and Dads fighting over who would have possession of the
children. Now, the situation is worse: courts face the problem of
neither parent wanting the responsibility of children. Parenthood is
rarely planned. It only happens.

Respect for the family unit (v“v
disappearing. Selfishness prevails and each individual thinks only of % é’
his or her own personal pleasure. Society cares little about the future . o
and is preoccupied with excitement and stimulation. Individuals live ‘

for the moment and have no idea of the wisdom Moses possessed as set

forth in Hebrews 11:24-26. Please read

True happiness is impossible under self centered circumstances. Only
beli evers who think from God’s Vi ewp¢
true, lasting love and happiness. Please read Romans 12:1-2.

Guide students to think of how much worse it will be when there is no

restraintatall when beli evers who consider God
respond to God’s word are all gone anc
stage is set for the Tribulation.

3) Those not killed by the demon-possessed army do not believe in
Jesus Christ. They are so entrenched in their rejection of God, that
evenifi s omeone r i s e JLUKE 16:81) thepvall not e &
change their evil thinking. And someone did rise from the dead!

THOSE NOT KILLED BY THE ARMY OF TWO HUNDRED
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MILLION SIMPLY WILL NOT BELIEVE.

4. SUMMARY

God has a set time on His calendar for an army of two hundred million
demon-possessed soldiers to come from the east across the Euphrates
River. The soldiers of this army are mean, hateful and vicious. They
destroy everything in their path. They are directed by Satan and have
weapons of mass destruction at their disposal. They kill one third of
earth’s popul ation.

Survivors of the onslaught do not change their wicked ways. They
continue to worship Satan, use drugs to alter their minds, have no
regard for human life and no respect for authority or decency. They
are evil and dishonest in every way imaginable.

PSALM 2:2 describes these Christ rejecters perfectly.

PSALM 2:2 The kings of the earth take their
stand, and the rulers take counsel together
against the Lord and against His anointed.

B. SEVENTH TRUMPET

Remind students of the regular pause between the sixth and seventh
judgments by drawing a quick sketch on the board.

REVELATION 10:1 through 11:13 covers the pause in the
trumpets. This lesson continues with the Seventh Trumpet. When all
seven trumpets are complete, we will come back to the pause. Direct
students to turn to Chapter 11:14-19.

Continue directing placement of trumpet judgment symbols on
student s’ Class Activity Timeline.
describes the end of the Tribulation. Point to that spot on a timeline.

1. SEVENTH TRUMPET: THIRD WOE

REVELATION 11:14 The second woe (the sixth
trumpet) is past; behold, the third woe (The
seventh trumpet) is coming quickly.

REVELATION 11: 15816 And the seventh angel
sounded; (continue allowing a student to sound an
appropriate number of blasts on a trumpet) and there
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arose | oud voi ces i n heaven, sayi
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom <

of our Lord, and of His Christ; and He will reign
f orever amdbvioasvecripbion {f Christ’s
Second Advent).

a. The Seventh Trumpet describes the Second Advent.

Why is the Second Advent of Jesus Christ referred to as a woe?
Certainly, Christés return is wel come
believers are hiding in the hills 1in
Unbelievers do not find it pleasant for the King to return . Unbelievers

are fin a heap of troubleo at the Sec
Their time is up!

Display Second Advent, 6th Seal and 7th Trumpet symbols at end of the
Tribulation.

b. One of the last judgments in each set describes the end of the

Tribulation.
SECOND HALF OF TRIBULATION
MIDDLE OF TRIBULATION END OF TRIBULATION
,/ The Sixt}{( f}fal
OCcCurs a c
= The 7th Seal was broken and 7 Trumpet end
SEVENTH SEAL . . :
HERE judgments came forth covering the
second half of the Tribulation. The Seventh
~= Trumpet occurs
at the end.

e -

1) The Sixth Seal described the end of the Tribulation. Now, the
Seventh Trumpet describes the Second Advent of the Lord Jesus Christ
at the end of the Tribulation. The third set, the Goblet Judgments, are
grouped together at the end of the Tribulation. As you can tell,
REVELATION goes through the Tribulation at least three times.

Gaebelein, Arno C., Concise Commentary on the Whole Bible, Loizeaux
Brothers, New Jersey, c. 1970, p. 1214 “The seventh trumpet brings us to
the very end of the tribulation and to the beginning of the millennial
reign.” .

Gaebel ein, Arno C.Thafliltkk venf@&umpel a t
brings us to the very end of the tribulation and the beginning of the
millennial reign does not need any further argument.
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2) The Goblet Judgments do not begin until Chapter 16. Four chapters
intervene. Oh, what wonders God will teach us!

2. TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS: AGAIN!

REVELATION 11:16 And the twenty-four elders,
who sit on their thrones before God, fell on their
faces and worshipped God.

a. The Seventh Trumpet includes a scene in heaven.

1) Twenty four el ders fall down bef
for His power. They recognize Jesus Christ, the Creator-King, is

returning to set up His Kingdom. Their praise of the Creator confirms

that they are angels. Angels witnessed, continue to appreciate the

perfection of original creation (JOB 1:6 and 38:7) and are aware that

Satan and man trashed the earth.

ANGELS REJOICE WHEN THE CREATOR RECLAIMS
WHAT IS RIGHTFULLY HIS.

REVELATION 11:17-1 9 sayi ng, OWe give The
thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who art and

who wast, because Thou hast taken Thy great

power and hast begun to reign. And the nations

were enraged and Thy wrath came and the time

came for the dead to be judged and the time to

give their reward to Thy bond-servants the

prophets and to the saints and to those who fear

Thy name, the small and the great and to destroy

those who destroy the earth.d And
God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark

of His covenant appeared in His temple and

there were flashes of lightning and sounds and

peals of thunder and an earthquake and a great

hail storm. ¢

2) Verse 19 belongs with Chapter 12. The covenant made with Israel is

in the ark in Godds open temple coni
whi ch covers some i mportant detail
with Almighty God.

3) Though the Seventh Trumpet is a report of the end of the
Tribulation, the law of recurrence springs into action as Chapter 12
moves around in time and history, supplying details and explanations.
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4) REVELATION 11:17 and 18 complete the report of the Seventh
Trumpet. The Seventh Trumpet is the third woe.
b. There is woe on earth for unbelievers when Christ returns to set
up His kingdom.
THOSE WHO WILL NOT BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST HAVE NO
PEACE AND NO PLACE TO HIDE.

THEY ARE ASSIGNED A FINAL DESTINATION WHICH IS THE
LAKE OF FIRE.

UNBELIEVERS ARE IN A HEAP OF TROUBLE.

Display the lake of fire symbol.

CLOSING PRAYER

Thank You, Father for the things we studied in this lesson. Thank You
for making it possible for us to join You in heaven. We can never thank
You enough for the wonderful grace plan that takes our sin away and
gives us righteousness in exchange. We could never accomplish this
great exchange apart from Your love in sending Your Son to die in our
place. Thank You for young people who love Your Word. Our
gratefulness is never quite adequate.

I n Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.

NOTE: CONNECTED INFORMATION ON A QUESTION THAT
CONSISTENTLY ARISES WHEN THIS LESSON IS ITOUGHT
FOLLOWS ON PAGES 14, 15, 16. TEACHER MAY USE
ACCORDING TO CLASS NEEDS.
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QUESTION: NARE BELI HRAEENS | N
ABLE TO LOOK DOWN AND FOLLOW
WHATO0OS HAPPENI NG ON EARTH

We are not aware of any single Scripture that answers this question.

Therefore, we must research the subject AND reach doctrinal conclusions
based on numerous verses liberally flavored with deductive logic and
common sense implications. Let’s begin.

I. CONSIDER KNOWN TRUTH

A. Whatever God creates is perfect.

1. When God created the heavens and the earth (GENESIS 1:1) He did

not create them formless and void (GENESIS 1:2).

2. Earth fAbecamedo formless and void
45:12,19; GENESIS 19:26) and had to be restored (GENESIS 1:2b-

2:4).

B. Heaven cannot tolerate sin.

1. When Lucifer rebelled (ISAIAH 14:12-14) and became Satan, the

adversary, he was kicked out of heaven as his dwelling place

(REVELATION 12:7-9). He visits heaven to accuse believers (JOB

1:6-7) , but his fAdwelling placeo i s in

Il 1. THEOLOGI CAL REASONS HEAVENOGOS OC(
NOT WATCHING EVENTS ON EARTH

A. Earth 1s full of sin.
1. Lucifer and mankind trashed earth and filled it with sin and evil.

2. Earth must be fully restored to perfection before eternity takes over.
(ISATAH 65:17-18a; ISAIAH 66:24)

B. Heavenb6és citizens (whether in re:
possess Godob6s righteousness and havi
their physical bodies at physical death. They are pure.

1. Those righteous ones in heaven are not interested in and, indeed,

cannot tolerate sin (PROVERBS 4:18; Il CORINTHIANS 5:21;

EPHESIANS 3:17-19; COLOSSIANS 1:12-14).

2. Righteous, heavenly ones are fully occupied with Jesus Christ and

His activities. Their attention is concentrated on Him. Nothing

distracts them. Why would they bring sin and unrighteousness back

into their minds and souls when heaven has been found?



SEVEN TRUMPET JUDGMENTS Sixth Trumpet ~ Seventh Trumpet ~ REVELATION 9:13-21 and 11:14-19 15

3. There is strong implication that because they are perfectly righteous

without sin natures,t hey wonot be able to
III. THEN, WHY DO WE EVEN WONDER?

A. We wonder because though we
occupants dondét | ook down

B. Scripture plainly states

upon

ook up

bel i ev

at earthos
dogmatically, that God allows heaven to be aware of certain, specific
actions on earth...and this confuses us.

Hi s enemies, God reveal s
express appreciation and gratitude.

REVELATION 19:1-6 After these things (after the
Tribulation when earth is purified) 1 (John) heard as it
were, a loud voice of a great multitude in
heaven, saying, oHal | el
and power belong to our God; (2) BECAUSE HIS
JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS;
for He has judged the great harlot who was
corrupting the earth with her immorality, and He
has avenged THE BLOOD of His bond-servants

on her . o ( 3) And a seco
I

oHal |l el uj ah! Her SMOKE
AND EVE Rmke rising forever implies some
permanent reminder in heaven that heaven’s occupants
recognize and are eternally grateful for God’s righteous
judgments). (4) And the twenty-four elders and
the four living creatures (angels) fell down and
worshipped God who sits on the throne saying,
0Amen, Hall el ujah! 6(5)

you His bond-servants (Church Age believers), you
who fear Him, the small and the great (other
believing humans in heaven). (5) And I heard, as it
were, the voice of a great multitude as the sound
of many waters and as the sound of many peals

uj ah!

R

And a
the throne, sayi ng, 0Gi ve

n d
SES

prai se

t hat when

It to

Sal vat i

Voi ce
t o

of thunder, saying, oHal |l el uj ah! For

God, the Al mighty, reig

ns. o

C. God promised vengeance and justice upon His enemies and the
enemies of His people. God keeps His promises.

NAHUM 1:2 A jealous and avenging God is the
Lord. The Lord is avenging and wrathful. The
Lord takes vengeance on His adversaries, and He
reserves wrath for His enemies (Also verse 3).




16

REVELATION is NOT a Mystery—TEACHER’S GUIDE FUTURE: The Tribulation

DEUTERONOMY 32:41 If I sharpen My flashing
sword, and My hand takes hold on justice, I will
render vengeance on My adversaries, And I will
repay those who hate Me.

IV. CONCLUSION

A. REVELATION 6:10 speaks specifically to the souls of those
murdered during the first half of the Tribulation.
1. God will demonstrate (in some way) that He has kept His promise

of vengeance. Perhaps seeing the re:
as Scripture does not specifically
judgment.

2. The conclusion is that God will not leave His heavenly citizens

wondering. They will know that He has kept His promise. Of

cour se, there i s no sin in Godbs vel
B. Heavenb6és citizens |literally watcl

arguabl e, but ScripturknowGodketr | vy st a;
His promise of vengeance.

1. It also seems clear that (for reasons previously cited) righteous

humans in heaven will not be interested in other earthly events.

2. Perhaps, because of their very righteousness, they will be unable to

witness earthoés activities.

HEAVEN WILL KNOW GOD HAS RENDERED VENGEANCE
ON HIS ADVERSARIES AND BE GLAD.



