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REVELATION 6:1, 2  
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

Allow a few moments of silent prayer reminding students to confess their 
sins. In this way, fellowship with the Holy Spirit is maintained and He is 
able to teach. 
 

Thank You, Heavenly Father for the wonderful provision of fellowship for 
Your children. We ask that the Holy Spirit take the things we study and 
make them part of our treasure of Truth. 
 

REVIEW 
 

Vocabulary 
 

The Lamb in the Throne Room: 
 

The Lamb has been sacrificed, yet He lives. The Lamb permanently carries 
in His resurrection body the wounds He bore for our sins. The Lamb is the 
Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Lord Jesus Christ, God the Son. 
 

Seven horns: 
 

Seven means full and complete.  Horns symbolize power and authority. The 
Lamb is Sovereign and Omnipotent.  Only God has these characteristics. 
 

Seven eyes: 
 

Seven means full and complete. Eyes symbolize seeing and wisdom. The 
Lamb sees everything. The Lamb is Omniscient.  Only God is Omniscient. 

 
Summary 
 

A scene inside the open door into heaven is the setting for the breaking of 
seven seals.  The Lamb (or, as we have learned: Jesus Christ) standing in the 
middle of the throne room is the only One worthy to break the seals and 
therefore, open a little book. The book or scroll is the title deed to the earth 
and contains the record of creation, revolt, redemption and restoration. It 
describes earthõs purification in preparation for the coming of the King of 
kings. The record is long and involved which accounts for the tremendous 
amount of writing it contains.  Seven seals  protect the little book in the 
name of Almighty God. Each broken seal releases a dreadful judgment.  In 
CHAPTER 6, VERSE 1, Jesus Christ  breaks the first seal. He will break all 
seven seals in order. He is now in full charge in heaven. With the breaking 
of each seal He directs a specific judgment on earth. Christ controls history. 
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I. TRIBULATION: INTRODUCTION 
 

 

The word òtribulationó means òtrial, distress, suffering, 
difficulty or troubleó. The term is used to describe the last seven 
years of the Jewish Age: years of unprecedented judgment and 
woe. The seven-year period (also known in Scripture as Danielõs 
Seventieth Week) follows the Rapture of the Church and divides 
into two distinct periods of three and a half years.  
 

For a more in depth study of the Seventy Weeks of Daniel, see Teacherõs 
Appendix.  
 

Because of its fierce intensity Scripture refers to the final three 
and a half years as òThe Great Tribulationó  (MATTHEW 24:21; 
DANIEL 12:1).  The title òThe Tribulationó is not in Scripture, 
but is commonly employed for the entire seven years. 
 

Point to the Tribulation Timeline.   
 

TRIBULATION TIMELINE  

7 YEARS 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A. TIME-LAPSE PRINCIPLE 

 
 

Before studying further, it is important to be familiar with the 
Time-Lapse Principle. 
 

 

1. TIME IGNORED 

 

a. Scripture sometimes treats a large portion of time as if it does not 

exist, causing two separate events to appear to flow into each other.  A 

specific time is skipped over completely. 

 

31/2 YEARS 31/2 YEARS 

ñTHE GREAT  

TRIBULATIONò 

Beginning Middle End 
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b.  The Church Age is a victim of the Time Lapse principle in the Old 

Testament. Though aspects of the Church appear as types or pictures, 

the Old Testament never directly refers to the Church Age. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WHEN THE OLD TESTAMENT DEALS WITH THE 

ORDER OF FUTURE EVENTS IT SKIPS THE CHURCH AGE. 
 

 

 

2. CHURCH AGE 
 
 

The Church Age comes between the First and Second Advents of  

Jesus Christ.  Comparing a verse in the book of ISAIAH  to a verse in 

the book of LUKE  clearly demonstrates the Time Lapse Principle. 
 

Display both verses side by side so students can recognizing exactly 

where the Lord stops quoting the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Comparing the two references in the Student Workbook might be 

sufficient for this activity. 
 

Old Testament prophets did 

not see the time between the 

two advents. 

TIME  LAPSE THEORY  

(A period of time ignored or not seen) 

Two mountain peaks of prophecy should help us understand. 

1st Advent 

2nd Advent 

In two parts:  

Rapture and Return. 
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a. ISAIAH SCRIPTURE  
 

ISAIAH 61:1-2  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 
(Jesus Christ), Because the Lord has appointed me 
to bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent 
me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and freedom to prisoners; 
to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord, And 
the day of vengeance of our God. 

 

b. LUKE SCRIPTURE  
 

1) Where is the lapse of time in ISAIAH 61:1, 2?  Christ demonstrates 

its location in the Gospel of LUKE . 
 

LUKE 4:17-21 And the book of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to Him (to Jesus). And He 
opened the book, and found the place where it 
was written:  òThe Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
because He anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to set free those who are downtrodden, to 
proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.ó (quoting 
from Isaiah 61) And He closed the book, and gave 
it back to the attendant, and sat down; and the 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed upon 
Him. And He began to say to them, òToday this 
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearingó. 

 

2) When Jesus quoted ISAIAH  in the synagogue in Nazareth, He 

stopped with the words ñthe favorable year of the Lordò.  

Everything up to and including that phrase speaks of the First Advent 

of Jesus Christ. 
 

3) While Jesus was on earth He ñpreached the gospel, restored sight 

to the blind, set free the downtrodden and proclaimed the 

favorable year of the Lordò as ISAIAH  predicted. 
 

3. MISSING PHRASE 

a. Jesus left off the last line ñthe day of vengeance of our Godò 

because it describes the Tribulation, which follows the Church Age. 

There is time between, but the two ages seem to run together. 
 

b. Old Testament writers did not see the time between the two comings 
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of Christ. They did not have the New Testament.  Today, we see the 

two advents of Jesus Christ as well as the Church Age. 
 

c. Diagram of the time lapse, again. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                        

         

 

 
 

 

 

d. When Jesus came the first time, He came in grace, motivated by 

love, to die for the sins of the world.  When He comes the second time, 

He comes ñin vengeance.ò as Judge. At least 2,000 years lie between. 
 
 

B. THREE MAIN EVENTS 
 
 

The report of the Tribulation begins in REVELATION 6.  
 

REVELATION 6:1 And I (John) saw when the 
Lamb broke one of the seven seals and I heard 
one of the four living creatures saying as with a 
voice of thunder òComeó. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. CLASS ACTIVITY 
 

Two Class Activities are working simultaneously. The first step in 
designing personal crests was taken in the previous session. Drawing 
should begin in this session. Completion of crests may be carried over into 
Chapter 7, if necessary. Judge accordingly and keep the timeline, which is 
the second activity, current with its subjects. Additional information for 
crests is in Teacherõs Appendix. 
Set up the Time Line Activity. Help students paste three time line pages 

BETWEEN IS THE 

CHURCH AGE. 

1st Advent 

2nd Advent 

 In 2 parts:  

Rapture-Return 

While Jesus was on earth He 

ñpreached the gospel, restored 

sight  to the blind, set free the 

downtrodden and proclaimed  

the favorable year of the Lordò,  

as Isaiah predicted. 

But He stopped short of 

ñthe day of vengeance 

of our God.ò, which is 

the Tribulation. It 

begins right after the 

Rapture of the Church. 

THE TIME LAPSE IS HERE 
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together.  Directions and symbols for events are in Student Workbook on 
Activity pages and in Teacherõs Appendix. Establish the first, middle and 
last events of the Tribulation before teaching the first four seals.  Direct 
students to keep their prepared timeline handy and help them paste each 
symbol in correct place while teaching each seal. 

 

Diagram for setting up activity for the Tribulation Timeline: three 

letter sized pages pasted together, lengthwise. Exact center marked. 

  

 

                                      

EXACT CENTER        

 

 
 

 

2. FIRST EVENT 
 

a. Signing a peace treaty 
 

1) At the beginning of the Tribulation, Antichrist, Dictator of the 

Revived (and Revised) Roman Empire, signs a treaty with the False 

Prophet, the religious leader of Israel saying, ñI will protect you.ò  It is 

a promise to the Jews.  Antichrist is lying, of course. 
 

Display the treaty signed by Antichrist symbol. 
 

DANIEL 9:27a And he (Antichrist) will make a 
firm covenant (treaty) with the many (the Jews) for 
one week (seven years). 

 

Help students place symbols for the treaty in the proper place at the 

beginning of the Tribulation Timeline. 
  

7 YEARS OF TRIBULATION 
 

Beginning                                 Middle                                            End 

Treaty 

 here 
 
 

ANTICHRIST IS 

DICTATOR OF THE REVIVED ROMAN EMPIRE. 

1st page                                          2nd page                                    3rd page 
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Gaebelein, Arno C. Gaebeleinôs Concise Commentary, Loizeaux 

Brothers, New Jersey, c.1970,  p.1216  

ñThis revived Roman empire is an amalgamation of parts of the 

previous world empires.  The preceding ones are absorbed by the last, 

the Roman Empire. Therefore, the revived Roman Empire will contain 

the different elements in one great monster.  This Roman Empire will 

be revived politically in the first part of the final seven years.  We saw 

this under the first seal.ò 
 

2) By the middle of the Tribulation, the dictator of the revived Roman 

Empire is the most powerful dictator in world History. He will have 

more power than Pharaoh, more than Genghis Kahn, more than 

Napoleon, Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Osama Ben Laden or Saddam 

Hussein.  He is more evil than all of historyôs tyrants put together. 
 

3) There is also a religious leader. He is not as powerful as the political 

leader. The Jewish religious leader always supports and points to the 

Gentile political Antichrist in his counterfeit portrayal of the Holy 

Spirit.  We will refer to the religious leader (the high priest of Israel) as 

the ñFalse Prophetò from now on.  The other evil fellow is officially 

ñAntichristò. 
 

4) All believers leave earth at the Rapture (which also removes the 

restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit who dwells in believers) 

Without the Holy Spirit to restrain, lawlessness and confusion run 

rampant on earth. 
 

b. Israelôs need 
 

1) The world blames the Jews for all the problems. The world hates 

Israel without a cause and persecutes Jews simply because they are 

Jews.  This is an attitude called anti-Semitism. 
 

2) Israel recognizes her insecurity and longs for protection.  The 

Rapture removed  Jewish believers along with Gentile believers.  Only 

unbelieving Jews remain on earth at the beginning of the Tribulation. 

They do not trust God for protection.  They foolishly trust Antichrist. 

They believe him to be their Messiah. 
 

c. Antichristôs pretense 
 

1) Antichrist signs a treaty with the False Prophet (the High Priest of 

Israel). The Jews believe they are safe as Antichrist pretends to 
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maintain peace.  Antichristôs authority spreads and his power greatly 

increases for three and a half years due to his crafty deception.  He 

deals in terrorism and underground sabotage while pretending to be a 

man of peace. 
 

2) It is part of the game he is playing. 
 

ANTICHRIST IS A COUNTERFEIT. 
 

3) A counterfeit is a copy of the real thing set up with deliberate 

intention to deceive and commit fraud. Antichrist (ñinsteadò of Christ) 

deceives the whole world for a short time. He is Satanôs counterfeit. 
 

4) Believers who study their Bibles today (21st Century, A.D.) know 

the stage is set for a masterpiece deception to take place.  During the 

nineteen and twentieth centuries, no one imagined terrorism would 

touch the United States of America, but terrorism is now universal.  

Today, the world looks for peace and longs for a leader who can 

provide it. 
 

5) As part of his peacekeeping charade, Antichrist, a master of deceit, 

pretends to ñprotectò Israel against world powers that hate her and 

want to steal her riches. 
 

DANIEL 11:22 And after an alliance is made 
with him (Antichrist), he will practice deception, 
and he will go up and gain power with a small 
people.  (The term òsmall peopleó refers to the Arab 
nations.) 

6) Are the conditions under which we live today open to proposals of 

peace?  You can be sure they are!  Peace is a popular theme.  Those 

who study Scripture can tell the stage is set, but we cannot say, ñThese 

things are certain to happen tomorrow!ò We can only say, ñIt looks like 

these things are ready to happenò. 
 

EZEKIEL 38:8 -11.  Verse 8 refers to Israel as those who have 

returned from all over the world and are living in what they believe to 

be peace and safety.  Then, suddenly, the nations of the world are 

motivated  to attack Israel.  VERSE 10 says  ñThou shall think an 

evil thought.ò  Verse 11  says  ñAnd thou shall say, I will go to them 

that are at rest (Israel under the misconception that Antichrist will 

protect them), that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without walls 

and having neither bars nor gatesò (Israel, feeling secure, has even 

torn down their walls of protection).  
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THIS MAY BE THE SUPREME EXAMPLE OF  

MISPLACED TRUST! 
 

7) Once Antichrist promises to protect Israel, the Jews think they are 

safe. They feel secure enough to tear down their defensive walls. 
 

3. MIDDLE EVENT 
 

a. Antichristôs image in the temple 
 

Students should paste the symbol for Antichristôs idol in the middle of 

the Tribulation time line. 

 

7 YEARS OF TRIBULATION  

 

 Beginning                                  Middle                                          End 

Treaty, here                             Image, here                                     

  

 

 

1) Antichrist setting up an image of himself in the Temple and 

demanding to be worshipped as God is the event marking the middle 

of the Tribulation.  Several other events take place at the same time: a)

war breaks out in heaven between the archangel Michael and his holy 

angels and Satan and his demons (REVELATION 12:9); b) Michael 

defeats Satan; c) Satan is thrown out of heaven and confined to earth.  

d) Satan indwells Antichrist.  e) Antichrist turns on the False Prophet, 

breaks the treaty with Israel (DANIEL 9:27)  and stops all Jewish 

sacrifices in the temple. f) Antichrist lays aside his peaceful pretense 

and openly displays his war  like character (represented by the red 

horse: the second seal judgment). 
 

2) (REVELATION 13:8 ) An invasion of Israel put down in a 

supernatural way (for which Antichrist takes credit) helps explain the 

arrogance and confidence of Antichrist as he openly seeks worship of 

himself as God.  
 

(This argues for the  king of the northôs invasion of Israel occurring 

before the middle of the Tribulation as Antichristôs power is well 

established before then. The northern invasion probably takes place 

between the Rapture and the signing of the treaty and Antichrist takes 

credit for protecting the Jews enhancing his reputation as protector. 

This subject is addressed more, later.)  
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3) Again, be aware that three and a half years is a very short time. 
 

b. The Great Tribulation 
 

1) The middle of the Tribulation marks the beginning of the Great 

Tribulation: the last three and a half years. 
 

DANIEL 9:27  And in the midst of the week he 
(Antichrist) shall cause the sacrifice (Antichrist had 
allowed the Jews to go back to their Old Testament 
sacrifices during the first half of the Tribulation) and 
the oblation (the religious offerings) to cease, and 
for the overspreading of abominations 
(Antichristõs horrible acts of evil have spread and  
completely taken over) he shall make it desolate, 
(the temple shall be of no further use to the Jews: 
Antichrist will not allow the Jews to use their Temple 
at all) even until the consummation (the end) and 
that determined (that judgment which was planned 
ahead of time by God) shall be poured upon the 
desolate.  (òThe desolateó refers to unbelievers, those 
without eternal life.)  

MATTHEW 24:15 When ye therefore shall see 
the abomination of  desolation, ((literally, the 
abomination òleadingó to desolation which refers to the 
image of Antichrist) spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, stand in the holy place (the Jewish 
Temple) (whoso readeth, let him understand). 

 

2) The Jewish Age was cut off with seven years remaining. The 

Church Age began on the day of Pentecost and ends at the Rapture 

when Christ turns to Israel, again. The Tribulation is a Jewish time. 
 

c. Breaking the treaty 
 

1) In the middle of the Tribulation, Antichrist (indwelt by Satan) 

breaks the treaty he made with Israel, turns on the False Prophet with 

fury and openly tries to destroy the Jews.  Antichristôs pretense as 

ñprotectorò is over. Three and a half years of unparalleled persecution 

and anti-Semitism follow. 
 

Display a torn treaty symbol, or, better yet, tear it up yourself. 
 

DANIEL 12:11 And from the time that the 
regular (daily) sacrifice is abolished ( forbidden by 
Antichrist) and the abomination of desolation (the 
abomination that causes the temple to be abandoned, 
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forsaken, useless, that is the image of Antichrist) set 
up, there will be a thousand two hundred and 
ninety days. (1,290 days: 31/2 years.) 

TRIBULATION 
 

 
 
 

  
1,290 days (Daniel 12:11) refers to the last half of the Tribulation, the 

Great Tribulation.   3 1/2 years of 365 days for each year comes to 

only 1,277 days.  3 X 365 = 1095  + 183  ( half a year) =1278.  It is 

approximately 12 days over 3 ½ years. 

Between the end of each Dispensation and the beginning of the next, a 

period of transition seems to occur.  The Tribulation is the final seven 

years of the Jewish Age.  Christôs one thousand year Kingdom follows 

the Tribulation. 
 

Halleyôs Bible Handbook, Halley, Henry H., Zondervan Publishing 

House, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1991, p. 347 says the following: 

ñ1290 daysò (12:11), is the duration of the abomination of desolation, 

from its beginning to the time of the end. 
 
 

DANIEL 11:28  Then shall he (Antichrist) return 
into his land with much plunder; but his heart 
will be set against the holy covenant (Godõs 
covenant with Israel); and he will take action and 
then return to his own land. 

 

2)  The ñholy covenantò is the covenant between God and Israel.  

Antichrist is not only against the Jews but also against God and anyone 

who has the testimony of Jesus (that is, believers, Christians.  Does 

this remind you of some people, today? There are religious people, 

today, who call the Jews and those who go by the Christian name, 

ñInfidelsò and ñSatanò.  They call themselves the followers of Allah 

and refer to Godôs children as devils.) 
 

d. Betrayal 
 

At the midpoint of the Tribulation, Antichrist no longer needs his 

helper, the False Prophet.  Like his mentor Satan, Antichrist has no 

sense of loyalty toward his team members. He tosses them aside like 

FIRST HALF: 31/2 years SECOND HALF: 31/2 years. 

 

1,290 days. About 12 days over. 
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trash when they are no longer useful. 
 

e. Arrogance 
 

Antichrist breaks the treaty with Israel, puts a stop to Jewish sacrifices 

and services, displays tremendous arrogance by placing his own image 

in the temple and shows his true wicked colors by demanding worship 

of himself as god. 
 

f. Short time remaining 
 

After Antichrist breaks the treaty, only three and a half years of the 

Tribulation remain. The last three and a half years are so filled with 

horror they have earned the title ñThe Great Tribulationò. 
 

MATTHEW 24: 21, 22  éfor then there will be a 
great tribulation (reference to second 3 1/2 half 
years), such as has not occurred since the 
beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall.  
And unless those days had been cut short, no life 
would have been saved; but for the sake of the 
elect (reference to those who believe during the 
Tribulation) those days shall be cut short (God 
protects His own even in the Tribulation). 

 

DANIEL 12:1 Now at that time Michael (the angel, 
Michael), the great prince who stands guard over 
the sons of your people (That is, Israel), will arise.  
And there will be a time of distress such as never 
occurred since there was a nation until that time; 
and at that time your people, everyone who is 
found written in the book (those òwritten in the 
bookó are believers) will be rescued. 

  

DANIEL 12:6, 7 And one said to the man dressed 
in linen, who was above the waters of the river, 
òHow long will it be until the end of these 
wonders?ó  And I heard the man dressed in 
linen, who was above the waters of the river, as 
he raised his right hand and his left hand toward 
heaven, and swore by Him who lives forever 
that it would be for a time, times, and half a time 
(3 and a half years); and as soon as they finish  
shattering the power of the holy people, all these 
events will be completed. 
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Repeat Daniel 12:11 
 

DANIEL 12:11 And from the time that the 
regular sacrifice is abolished, and the 
abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 
1,290 days (exactly 3 1/2 years). 

 

II THESSALONIANS 2: 3, 4  Let no one in any 
way deceive you, for it will not come (the 
Tribulation will not come) unless the falling away 
(the Rapture of the church) comes first and the man 
of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
destruction, (The Antichrist, who is revealed at the 
beginning of the Tribulation) who opposes and 
exalts himself above every so-called god or 
object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 
temple of God, displaying himself as being 
God.ó (A description of the middle of the Tribulation) 

 

 

 

4. FINAL EVENT 
 

a. Armageddon 
 

The last battle of the campaign of Armageddon marks the end of the 

Tribulation on our timeline. The Tribulation officially ends after the 

gathering together of the nations of the world for the final battle before 

Jesus Christôs return to earth (REVELATION 19).  
 

Direct students to paste the symbol for Armageddon at the end of the 

Tribulation time line. 
 

 

7 YEARS OF TRIBULATION 
 

Beginning                                   Middle                                            End 

Treaty, here                            Image, here             Armageddon, here                                                                                         

 
 

 
 
 

b. Full study 
 

1) The name Armageddon comes from a Hebrew word ñHar-Megiddoò 

meaning ñMountain of Megiddoò. It is used only one time in Scripture 

(REVELATION16:16). It is the name of the site where all the nations 

of the world gather to plan an attack on Israel. The world has been 

stirred up, by demon activity, to hate the Jews without a cause. Our 
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studies on chapters 16 and 19 cover the campaign of Armageddon in 

more detail.   
 

Display map showing the location of Armageddon or the valley of Jehoshaphat. 

Armageddon is not an isolated battle at the end of the Tribulation, but a connected 

campaign (Revelation 16:14) beginning with a Russian (King of the North ) attack 

and a movement by the King of the South to attack Israel. The ñcampaign of 

Armageddonò derives its name from the final gathering place. The campaign ends 

with the Second Advent of Christ, who destroys the armies of the world (Daniel 

11:45).   
 

 

Further descriptions of Armageddon are scattered in other portions of Scripture.  
A few examples follow. Read JOEL 3:9-17 in your Bible then re-read verses 12 
and 14.  Answer studentsõ questions if pertinent at this point. 
 

JOEL 3:12 Let the heathen be wakened and come 
up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there will I 
sit to judge all the heathen round about. 

 

JOEL 3:14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley 
of decision (the place where decisions for or against 
God are made): for the day of the Lord is near in 
the valley of decisioné. 

  

c. Final defeat 
 

ZECHARIAH 14:2  speaks of the final battle in a campaign. 
 

ZECHARIAH 14:2  For I will gather all nations 
against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be 
taken and the houses rifled... 

 

d. ZECHARIAH 14:4 speaks of the return of the Lord in glory. 
 

 1) At the end of the battle of Armageddon the Lord Jesus Christ 

destroys Antichrist and his hordes. Heaven opens and our glorious 

King descends to destroy the unbelieving hordes and begin His reign. 
 

ZECHARIAH 14:4 And His feet (the feet of Jesus 
Christ) shall stand in that day upon the mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east 
and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the 
midst thereof  toward the east and toward the     
west and there shall be a very great valley: and 
half of the mountain shall remove toward the 
north and half of it toward the south. 

 

2) Jesus Christ will stand on the Mount of Olives and the mountain 
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will split in two.  Jesus left earth from the Mount of Olives. He returns 

to the same mountain (LUKE 24: 50-53). He went away in clouds. He 

comes back with clouds which means His Church returns with Him. 
 
 

3) Jesus Christ returns in glory to win total victory over Antichrist and 

his powers of darkness and evil. Jesus Christ wins that victory single 

handedly and Antichrist is imprisoned in the abyss for 1,000 years.  
 

JESUS WINS! 

ISNôT IT WONDERFUL TO BE ON THE WINNING SIDE? 

 
 

4) Memory Verse 
 

REVELATION 5:12 ...saying with a loud voice, 
òWorthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power and riches and wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and blessing.  

6) Paraphrase 
 

The Lamb who died for us all and paid for our sin, is worthy to receive 

every blessing and all honorable recognition.  
 

 
 

5. TRIBULATION OVERVIEW 
 

Godôs division of the world 
 

Display map, with Israel as center of world from Teacherõs Appendix. 
 
 

1) God sees the world divided into four parts with little Israel, the 

apple of Godôs eye, at the center.  Note divisions on the map.  

North, South, East and West, all directions originate from Israel. 
 
 

Point to the map and help students notice the followingé 
 
 

2) As the nations of the world are set up today (21st Century) the 

following groups correspond to the four divisions: to the North is the 

Russian coalition, to the South is Egypt and the Arab group of nations. 

The Oriental group, China, Japan, Korea, etc. make up the Eastern 

coalition. The European nations are located to the West of Israel. They 

constitute nations belonging to the Old Roman Empire. During the 

Tribulation, each of these four groups has a leader or a king. Antichrist  

is dictator of the Revived Roman Empire. 
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3) Scripture records an early Northern coalition (Russia, today) attack 

on Israel.  
 

DANIEL 11:40 And at the end time (close to the 
end of time as we know it) the king of the South 
will collide with him and the king of the North 
(Russia, today) will storm (launch a blitzkrieg) 
against him (against Antichrist) with Chariots, 
with horsemen, and with many ships; (evidently, 
Israel is attacked from the land and from the 
Mediterranean sea) and he (Antichrist) will 
overflow them, and pass through. (Antichrist will 
appear to be victorious in this initial attack). 

Point to a map showing the direction of the invasion and Antichristõs 
opposition. 
 

4) It seems most  unlikely the invasion by the Northern coalition 

occurs before the Rapture of the Church because there is nothing 

scheduled on Godôs calendar before that event.  
  

5) It  most likely occurs between the Rapture and the treaty signing, 

before the official beginning of the Tribulation.  If so, Antichrist will 

certainly take full credit for the defeat of the Northern army and use it 

to claim he has protected Israel, therefore, making the treaty more 

plausible. If the Russian invasion occurs, right after treaty signing, 

Antichrist will employ the Northern coalitionôs defeat to strengthen his 

position as protector. However, the victory is Godôs. 
 

6) An early Russian invasion gives Antichrist an excuse to come into 

Jerusalem on the pretense of protecting Israel. Once he gets to the city 

of Jerusalem, it appears he remains there. Scripture indicates Antichrist 

is in Jerusalem during the second half of the Tribulation. 
 

DANIEL 11:41 He will also enter the Beautiful 
Land, (Israel) and many countries will fallé  

 

7) No matter when the Russian attack occurs, Antichrist will claim he 

protected Israel against invasion.  In truth, the hand of God protects 

Israel, but Antichrist manages to take full credit. He gains power and 

prestige by this crafty tactic. 
 

 8) After mid-point of Tribulation is a highly unlikely time for the 

northern invasion of Israel because Antichrist uses it to gain power and 

he is in full power by the middle of the Tribulation. 



18  REVELATION is NOT a Mystery ñTEACHERõS GUIDE  THE FUTURE  

 

9) Keep in mind the short length of the Tribulation in the light of 

human history, when placing the events on a time line.  The invasion 

by the northern confederacy (Russia, today) will probably occur just a 

little before the treaty is signed. When these things begin to happen, 

they follow on the heels of each other, quickly. The events gather 

momentum ñlike a ball rolling downhillò. 

 
 Display the visual  for that phrase from Revelation 1:1 

REVELATION 1:1  éto show to His bond-
servants, the things which must shortly take 
place. 

 

6. WORDS AND PHRASES FROM TEXT 

 

a. The words ñAnd I sawò 
 

John sees the Lamb break one of the seven seals and John hears a 

voice of thunder, reminding him of Godôs Sovereignty.  John is still 

using his eye-gate and his ear-gate.  
 

Display the eye-gate/ear-gate symbols. Remind students that thunder 
announces a coming storm and signifies coming judgment. 
 

b. The Lamb 
 

Display the Lamb symbol. 
 

The Lamb standing though He had been offered in sacrifice is worthy 

of breaking the seals on the scroll in Godôs throne room. The Lamb is 

the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the root of David, Jesus Christ: the 

only One worthy of worship. He is the only One worthy to break the 

seals. 
 

Display symbol for seals on scroll. 
 

c. The phrase ñbroke one of the seven sealsò 
 

The ñOnly One worthyò breaks all seven seals of judgment one at a 

time. The first seal is broken in REVELATION 6:1  
 

d. One of the ñfour living creaturesò 
 

Display all four living creature symbols. 
 

We met these four angels in Chapter 4. They have four different faces: 

a lion, a calf, a man and an eagle. Assuming the living creatures appear 



      19        Time Lapse Principle  ~ Three Main Events                                 REVELATION 6:1, 2 TRIBULATION: Introduction  

 

in the same order as before, the living creature connected with the first 

seal would be the one showing the face of a lion, emphasizing Jesus 

Christ as King. This living creature pictures Jesus as King Davidôs 

descendant, the rightful heir to Davidôs throne, the Lion from the tribe 

of Judah. 
 

Display the living creature with the face of a lion symbol. 
 

e. The words ñas with a voice of thunderò 
 

Display the thunder symbol. 
 

The voice of the living creature is like thunder. Thunder attracts 

attention, announces a storm and speaks of judgment. The living 

creatureôs booming voice announces judgment originating from Godôs 

throne room in heaven. 
 

REVELATION 6:17 For the great day of their 
wrath has come; and who is able to stand? 

 

f . The word, ñComeò 
 

Display the great big word, òGOó symbol. 
 

GO! 
 
 
 

1) Look at Revelation 6, verse 1. Some translations say, ñCome and 

seeò.  The word ñseeò is not in the original text at all. The Greek word 

translated ñcomeò can also be translated ñgoò.  Translators had to look 

at the rest of the verse in order to decide which word to use. In this 

case they made a little ñboo booò. Look at the end of verse 2. It says 

the horseman to whom the living creature was speaking, ñwent forthò. 
 

2) The angel is directing someone to go out.   When someone orders 

you to ñComeò you do not ñwent forthò.  The word should be 

translated ñGoò.  The horseman was told to ñGoò. He responded and 

ñwent outò in obedience to the command. 
 

REVELATION 6:2 And I looked and behold, a 
white horse and he who sat on it had a bow; and 
a crown (note, this is not a golden crown) was given 
to him; and he went out conquering and to 
conquer. 

Display the white horse symbol. 
 
 
 

3) The first horseman characterizes the entire first half (3 ½ years) of 
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the Tribulation. It is a time of counterfeit peace. Details emerge with 

further study.  The symbol for the first seal should be placed in the 

space covering the first half (3 ½ years) of the Tribulation on the 

student Timeline Class activity. 
 

 

 

7 YEARS OF TRIBULATION  

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                                               
                                                    

4) Summary 
 

Opening the first seal marks the beginning of three sets of Tribulation 

judgments.  The Lamb, the One found worthy, breaks the first seal.  As 

the seal is broken the living creature showing his lion face, 

emphasizing Jesus Christ as King of Israel, directs the first judgment 

from heaven by commanding ñGoò.  The first horseman, carrying a 

bow with no arrows, goes forth.  The first horseman symbolizes the 

deceptively peaceful character of the first half of the Tribulation. 
 

Instruct students to paste the white horse (First Seal) symbol in the first 
half of the Tribulation.  Our next session deals with all four horsemen 
(including the first) of the Apocalypse: the first four  seal judgments. 
Students will paste symbols two, three and four in correct spots on the 
Classroom Activity Timeline.  Before closing prayer in this lesson, be sure 
timelines are ready for additional symbols. 
 

7. SONG: Students might enjoy singing òA Band of Believersó. Words 

and music in Student Songbook.  
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Dear heavenly Father, Thank you for the revelation from Your Son that 
helps us understand events scheduled to happen in the future. Thank you 
for the peace and security we have knowing Jesus Christ is the ultimate 
winner in the war between good and evil. May Your Spirit take the things 
we have examined in this lesson and make them part of the truth in our 
souls. Thank You, Father for young people who love You and Your Word. 
In Jesusõ name we pray, Amen. 
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