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SEVEN CHURCHES
Second Church ~ Church at Smyrna

REVELATION 2:8-11

OPENING PRAYER

After a few moments of silent prayer, I will pray out loud.

Dear Heavenly Father, You are, indeed, a God of grace. We do not deserve

anything, and yet, You have given us everything we need and more. You

have given us the Living Word, Jesus Christ, Your Son, who provided the

way of salvation. We have the written Word to study so we can learn Your

ways and know Your will and plan for our lives. We have Your Spirit living

in us and serving as our Teacher. We have Churches and Pastors and we

have each other to add support and with whom to share prayers and

Spiritual gifts. Thank You for all you have provided by Your matchless

grace. I add my special thanks for these young people who love Your Word.

I pray these things in Jesusd name. Am

I. REVIEW

Reviews connected with the Seven Churches are planned to add depth to the
Truth already taught. Use these reviews as necessary for your class.

A. PREVIOUS LESSONS

1. PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE

a. Key Verse

Remind students that REVELATION 1:19 1 s Godods outl i ne
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His book. Review as needed.

b. Three divisions of time: Past, present, and future

Write oOPast, Present and Futureod,
of the book of Revelation quickly and remind students that they fit the
memory verse. Go over the memory verse to see how well students
remember it.

2. SEVEN MESSAGES

Christ sends seven messages to seven local churches. He speaks to
believers in those churches (those who have trusted Jesus Christ as
personal Savior) and down through the Church Age.

3. HE WHO HAS AN EAR

a . The phrase, oHe who has an ear 6 aj

Chapters 2 and 3.
REVELATION 2:7; 2:11; 2:17; 2:29; 3:6; 3:13; 3:22

b . Woul d you say God is tellin
spiritual ear s? No, God S t e
story about spiritual ears (the number seven symbolizes
ofull and complete. 6).

c. Believers in fellowship with God have the ability to listen to
the Spirit as they study and learn Spiritual Truth.

d. Believers out of
Word and have opl
cannot hear the Spi

4. THE PHRASE o0 KNOW©G

a . Chri st says, ol knowd seven

l i ng

wi t h
eir S p
t i1 mes,
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is referring to His ofull and compl

b. Jesus Christ is omniscient. He knows everything about us.

PSALM 139a O Lord, Thou hast searched me
and known me.

5. THE WORD OOVERCOMEROG

a. The word, oovercomer o6 is used se
church. There are two aspects to |

(1) At the point of salvation, an overcomer is one who
overcomes the world by believing in Jesus Christ.

I JOHN 5:4-5 For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that
has overcome the world - our faith. And who is
the one who overcomes the world, but he who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

(2) After salvation, a believer overcomes sin by responding
positively to Gododés Word wunder t h
Spirit; thus, successfully living the spiritual life.

ROMANS 10: 10: 0 Whethinkingpare  hear t
of the soul, i.e., the mind) man believeth unto
righteousness. 6

b. Basics of the virtuous spiritual life.

Build on the knowledge students already have concerning the virtuous
spiritual life. Refer to the Spiritual Life Chart. (Deeper study of the chart is
in Teacherodos Appendix following this |
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SPIRITUAL LIFE CHART

All legitimate spiritual production is a natural
outgrowth of Bible truth believed and applied to

life.

PRIESTHOOD AMBASSADORSHIP ORDINANCE
Prayer, Worship, Love for other Communion.
Giving, Singing, believers, Missions,

Assembling with Witnessing,
the saints and Performing Divine
sharing gifts. Good Deeds.
OUTGROWTH or RESULTS

Faithful BIBLE STUDY and application
of whatoés | ear
II TIMOTHY 2:15; PSALM 138:2b

Filling of the Holy Spirit (FELLOWSHIP).

GALATIANS 5:16

Faith in Jesus Christ (SALVATION) is the foundation.
JOHN 3:16; ACTS 16:31; | CORINTHIANS 3:11

PSALM 138:2b For Thou hast magnified Thy
word according to all Thy name.

II TIMOTHY 2:15 Be diligent (study) to present
yourself approved to God as a workman who
does not need to be ashamed, handling
accurately the word of truth.

GALATIANS 5:16-1 7 But I say, oWal k by
Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of
the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these



REVELATION is NOT a Mystery—TEACHER’S GUIDE THE PRESENT

are in opposition to one another, so that you may
not do the things that you please. (The Spirit and
the flesh are implacable foes within you until the day
you die. The Holy Spirit never signs a peace treaty
with the sin nature.)

1) The first requirement for the virtuous life of the Church Age
is to believe Jesus Christ died in your place for your sins.
The issue in salvation is, 0 Wh a t do y O U t hi nk 0
Christ? 6 The moment you believe Jesus
personally, the Holy Spirit comes to live in you and give
you spiritual life. The Spirit of God must live in you before
you can understand spiritual things.

I CORINTHIANS 2:14 But a natural man (an
unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit
of God; for they are foolishness to him and he
cannot understand them, because they are
spiritually appraised (understood spiritually).

2) After salvation, if the believer stays in fellowship by keeping
his sins confessed, thus maintaining the filling of the Spirit.
The Spirit provides power and enables the believer to
understand the Bible.

PSALM 32:5 1 acknowledged my sin to Thee,
And my iniquity I did not hi de;
confess my transgressions t

Thou didst forgive the guilt of my sin (Selah).

I JOHN 1:8-9 If we say that we have no sin, we
are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. If we confess (level with God about) our sins,
He (God) is faithful and righteous to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us (purify us) from all
unrighteousness (wrongdoing).

3) God has provided (in His Word) everything the believer
needs in order to live the spiritual life of the Church Age.
The issue afteMhasaldwatyiooun tihsi,nko of
Word? 6
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I CORINTHIANS 10:5 Casting down
imaginations and every high thing that exalteth
itself against the knowledge of God. (The believer
must gather knowledge about God before he can know
what things are good for him (od6exalt
what things God wants him to get rid

ROMANS 12:1-2 I urge you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of worship. And
do not be conformed to this world, but (translated
from the Greek word, ALLA, implying great contrast)
be transformed by the renewing of your mind
(the mind or the thinking part of man is the battlefield)
that you may prove what the will of God is, that
which is good and acceptable and perfect.

4) Divine good works will line up with Scripture (which is
Godos t h i Quk thimlging. cannot be renovated,
changed, or transformed into Goddad:
know what He thinks. We become familiar with
thinking by studying His Word.

I CORINTHIANS 2:16 For who has known THE
MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE SHOULD
INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of
Christ.

5) Just as we do not have the power to save ourselves, neither
do we have the power to change ourselves. That power is
Godds alone and He accomplishes the

agency of His Word.

HEBREWS 4:12 For the word of God is living
(alive) and active (powerful) and sharper than any
two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the
division of the soul and spirit, of both joints and
marrow, and is able to judge the thoughts and :
intentions of the heartt (Godds Word is alive and
able to bring about changes in wus.
means of 6.)Godds Word
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6) By studying and responding positively to the Word of God,
the believergf ows up as Godos child, i
virtuous life and glorifies God to the maximum.

II TIMOTHY 2:15 Be diligent (study) to present
yourself approved to God as a workman who
does not need to be ashamed; (at the Bema Seat)
handling accurately (rightly dividing) the word of
truth.

B. PREVIOUS CHURCH

1. EPHESUS

Members of the church at Ephesus had begun to neglect their first,
(most important) love. Some believers in the church were
maki ng unwi se choices t o put ot her

Wor d. Negl ect of Godds Word cause:
down.
The term ofirst |l oved was i ntroduced

extensively if you find it necessary.

2. THE LETTERS ARE WRITTEN TO US

a. They establish the wisdom of faithful Bible study by urging
all believers to use their spiritual ears to listen to the Holy
Spirit. During the Church Age, the Holy Spirit speaks to
believers through Godds written Wo

b. Many things compete with Bible study today. Believers still
need to give Bible study first place in their lives. Our
attitude toward Goddos Word affect:
virtuous spiritual life.
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C. LOCATION OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES

Review location of each church on the large wall map.  Allow a few
students to point to the seven cities on the map and call them by name.
Smyrna is 35 miles north of Ephesus in what was the Roman province
(colonies under Roman rule) of Asia. Students should have small copies of
the map so they can locate each city and show the imperfect circle formed by
the seven cities.

I. SECOND CHURCH

A. REPORT CARD

Di stribute 0SlIloppy Copyd Report
New charts are distributed at the end of the lesson on each church. Students
may transfer their final report to clean charts.

B. REVELATION 2:8-11

REVELATION 2:8-11 And to the angel (pastor)
of the church in Smyrna write: The first and the
last, who was dead, and has come to life, says
this: I know your tribulation and your poverty
(but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those
who say they are Jews and are not, but are a
synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you are
about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast
some of you into prison, that you may be tested,
and you will have tribulation ten days. Be
faithful until death, and I will give you the
crown of life. He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the churches. He who
overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.
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C. WORDS AND PHRASES FROM TEXT

1. SMYRNA ~ REVELATION 2:8-11

The name Smyrna means omyrr h,
is a persecuted church.

2. THE FIRST AND THE LAST ~ REVELATION 2:8
Direct students to locate this phrase describing Christ in the first chapter.

a. In His letter to the church at Smyrna, Jesus Christ signs as,
othe first and the [ ast. o
reports Christ using the same words.

ISAIAH 41:4c 1, the Lord, am the first, and with
the last. I am He.

ISAIAH 44: 6b 1 am the first and I am the last,
And there is no God besides Me.

ISAIAH 48:12b I am He, I am the first, I am also
the last.

b. The phrase comes from the description of Christ in
REVELATION 1:17. Jesus tells us He is the beginning, the
end, and everything in between. He reminds Smyrna and
suffering churches everywhere that as God, He is able to
supply all they need, even when they are under great
affliction.

3. WAS DEAD AND HAS COME TO LIFE ~ REVELATION
2:8

Direct students to locate this description of Christ in the first chapter
of REVELATION.

bittern

Scriptu
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REVELATI ON 1: 18éand I was
behol d, I am alive forever mc. X

a. With this description, Jesus reminds believers in the church at
Smyrna that He understands suffering.

Christ understands physical suffering and death. He understands
undeserved persecution. He conquered suffering and death, and is
more than happy to give believers comfort under those circumstances.
He knows what He is talking about from personal experience. He
knew it in the past, knows it now, and will still know it in the future.
No one has ever suffered as Jesus Christ suffered. He rewards those
who suffer for His sake.

b. Jesus Christ suffered more than anyone has ever suffered.

Many people have died. Buwvnmene have eve
el se will ever die as Jewking Chri st di
upon Himself the punishment of His enemies so they might have

eternal life.

I CORINTHIANS 15:3 For I delivered unto you
as of first importance what I also received, that
Christ died for (translated from the Greek word,
HUPER, meani ng, oin the pla_._
f O)rour sins according to the Scriptures.

(Jesus Christ took our place on the cross and died as our substitute
while we were still His enemies.)

c. Others have come back to life.

The Bible describes some people who died and were brought back to
the samelife as before (Lazarus: Jn. 11:43, 44, those who were
resuscitated after the resurrection of Jesus Christ: Mat. 27:52, 53), but
no one has ever been raised as Christ was raised in a glorious,
permanent resurrection body. Death could not hold Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is alive today in a resurrection body!

[a})
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d. Jesus Christ reminds believers that they will one day receive
glorious resurrection bodies just like His. This news is a comfort to
the suffering church at Smyrna. Christ guarantees the resurrection of
life to all believers (I CORINTHIANS 15:12-24; 42-45).

4. TRIBULATION AND POVERTY ~ REVELATION 2:9

a. Jesus knows believers at Smyrn
know your tribulation and poverty
knowledge of their difficult lives.

a
0 |

b. The word fipovertyo includes the |
are so poor they lack the bare necessities of life, such as food and
clothing. Additionally, they are being cruelly persecuted.

c. Jesus Christ is human. He wunder
how hard it is to deal with poverty and persecution. He knows and is
qualified to give advice.

5.YOU ARE RICH ~ REVELATION 2:9

a. Jesus is saying, Al know you bel |
weal thy in direct contrast to your
l i t t 1 e wor dshafp bontrhs) Jesuekhosvs theyphava@an

abundance of spiritual wealth on one side of the spectrum. Spiritual

wealth enables them to handle the abundance of suffering.

b. Jesus says, Al know you are rich
in your knowledge and | ove for Me a

6. THE BLASPHEMY OF THOSE WHO SAY THEY ARE
JEWS ~ REVELATION 2:9

a. The word, fblasphemyo refers to
claiming to be apostles. Here we have men claiming to be Jews. Their
motive was to mislead believers and lure them away from the true
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Church. Unbelieving Jews are blasphemous toward God and His
Word. They are religious unbelievers and have no spiritual life.

b. Christianity is not a religion, but a personal relationship with Jesus,

by grace through faith. Christianity is the truth, but religion is the lie

that man can please God by his own work. Religious people love to

tel | | i es against God and Godods peopl

c. Evidently, religious Christ-rejecters claiming to be true Israel were
telling lies about the believers at Smyrna. Whatever the lies were, they
made life even more difficult for true believers. If you have ever had
people telling lies about you, you know the pain it causes.

7. THE SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN ~ REVELATION 2:9

a . AThe synagogue of Satano refers to
Christianity, based on lies) promoted by Satan. Satan sponsors
rejection of Christ. His game plan is to counterfeit salvation and lead
people away from true salvation through faith in Christ.

More i nformation on Satanods ¢

ACTS 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else;
for there is no other name under heaven that has
been given among men, by which we must be
saved.

b. Unbelieving Israel rejected the truth and became spiritually blind.
When truth is rejected, lies are easily believed. Many blasphemous
synagogues have accepted Satanbdés | i es
Consequently, they hate Gododés chil dr el

8. WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT TO SUFFER ~ REVELATION
2:10

a. Jesus Christ tells believers in the church at Smyrna that they will
face more suffering; but since their suffering is undeserved, it will
result in blessing and reward.

b. Jesus reminds them that there are awards/rewards for those who
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remain faithful through testing and suffering.

The unspeakable suffering of the church following the apostolic period
may be addressed for older students, if teacher desires. A list of the
cruel emperors ruling at that time (from Josephus) is in Appendix.

9. BEHOLD THE DEVIL ~ REVELATION 2:10

a. The word transl ated 0 bheréwo |
whi ch means AnLook, see the wh
the subject. It also implies the view is spectacular. This particular
view is spectacular in a horrible way.

b. Jesus Christ is telling the Smyrna believers to get the whole picture
of the things Satan will do to his enemies. Christ wants them to be
prepared, He does not want His children to be caught off guard.

c. Jesus wants them to understand that because Satan loves darkness,
he hates light (the truth) and will go to any length to extinguish it.

d. Spiritual believers at Smyrna were glorifying God and Satan hated
them for it. He will certainly attack them. Jesus wants His children to
be ready for what Satan is about to do.

10. BE FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH ~ REVELATION 2:10

a. Christ is telling believers not to be afraid of Satan, but to be faithful
to truth.

b . He i s saying, AEven i f you
No one is more qualified to advise on this subject than Jesus Christ
because He died and lives again.

c. Jesus tells believers that even if they die for their faithfulness to
Hi m, they can depend on Godods

Under Godos grace, it i s possi

dying.

do com
ol e pi

di e f

grace
bl e t
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d. It is important for believers to know and understand this today. We

live in a time of crisis and uncertainty. For the first time in history,

terrorists have struck our country in an evil and horrible way. We have

the opportunity to show the world that we know our happiness and

security depend on God and no one el s
truth, recorded in Scripture, provide capacity for happiness in life.

EPHESIANS 4:1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the
Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of

the high calling with which you have been
called.

EPHESIANS 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord,
and in the strength of His might.

11. THE CROWN OF LIFE ~ REVELATION 2:10

a. Believers who successfully execute the unique spiritual life of the
Church age receive special awards in heaven. Jesus promises the

Crown of Life (the martyrds crown) to
of death.

A list of crowns received at the evaluation Seat of Christ (The Bemz &
Seat) is in Appendix.

JAMES 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres
(does not quit) under trial; for once he has been
approved; he will receive the crown of life,
which the Lord has promised to those who love
Him.

I CORINTHIANS 9:25 And everyone who
competes in the games exercises self control in
all things. They do it to receive a perishable
wreath, but we an imperishable.

b. The martyrdés crown does not requir
requirement is that the one involved is willing to die for Christ and
Truth. Surely, the apostle John will receive one. He would not stop
talking about the Lord, though threatened with death.
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c. JAMES 1:12 and I CORINTHIANS refer to the awards presented
to Church Age believers at the Evaluation Seat of Christ. The
evaluation seat is portrayed by the Bema Seat in ancient Rome where
awards were presented to those competing in the Olympic Games.

EPHESIANS 6:12; I TIMOTHY 6:12; 11 TIMOTHY 2:4, 8; I
PETER 5:4; REVELATION 3:11

d.Songg N Study Goddés Wordo, Mu:

12. THE SECOND DEATH ~ REVELATION 2:11
a. The second death is eternal separation from God in the lake of fire.

REVELATION 20:10 And the devil who
deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire
and brimstone (separated from God), where the
beast and the false prophet are also; and they
will be tormented day and night forever and
ever (permanently).

REVELATION 20:14 And death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second
death, the lake of fire.

b. Human beings born twice (physically and spiritually) will die only
once (physically) and will not be subject to the second death (which is
for unbelievers only and is eternity in the lake of fire).

c. Human beings born only once (physically) and never born again
(spiritually) will die twice suffering the second death.

D. CHARACTER OF THE CITY

1. SMYRNA OF JOHNOGS DAY | S ol ZMI R6
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a. Smyrna was approximately 35 miles northeast of Ephesus. Izmir is a
city in Turkey almost as large as Istanbul.

Copy of article by Dr. James Kennedy, Coral Ridge Ministries,
November 2003 containing an excellent description of the modern city ,
of I zmir, 1s 1 n Teacher 06s Appe ¢

b. The city has been inhabited since ancient times and is still an
| mportant commercial <c¢city, now call ed

c. Smyrna was destroyed in the 7th Century, B.C. and rebuilt in the
third century.

d. Izmir still possesses one of the most beautiful harbors in the world.
2. Smyrna was incredibly impressive.

a. Originally a Hittite city, Smyrna was built in approximately 2000
B.C. It wrapped around beautiful Mount Pagos, a smooth, gently
rounded mountain.

b. The acropolis (the fortified part of the city) located on top of the
mountain was decorated with a circle of flowers, a hedge, and some
beautiful myrtle trees. Myrtle trees are also associated with Myrrh.

c. Because of the lovely flowers, the hedge, and the myrtle trees, the

city was called the ACrown Cityo or t
this was an additional reason for Chr
Lifeo.

3. ALEXANDER THE GREAT PROMOTED SMYRNAOG
BEAUTY

a. The city had been destroyed before
planned its restoration. Restoration was not completed until after his

death. Alexander built wide accessible roads around the slope of

Mount Pagos along with large buildings and beautiful temples.
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b. The main religion was Emperor worship. Temples were built to
Zeus, Diana, Aphrodite, and Bacchus, the god of wine, as well as the
Emperor Tiberius. Smyrna rivaled the city of Ephesus in wealth,
beauty, and popular activities.

4. SMYRNA FAMOUS FOR ITS GREAT SCHOOL OF
MEDICINE

In addition to the school of medicine, a theatre, a large music center

and a huge stadium were in Smyrna. Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, was
burned alive in A.D. 155 in the Stadium in Smyrna. Polycarp was at
one time a student of Johnos.
Smyrna after Johndés deat h. He
talking about the Lord, although he had been warned previously.

The Roman Emperor called on Polycarp to denounce Jesus Christ.

He Db
was |

Polycarpbés answer wasénEighty and si

and he has done me no wrong; how then can I blaspheme my King
who has saved me? You threaten the fire that burns for an hour and
then 1s quenched; but you know not of the fire of judgment to come,

and the fire of the eternal puni s hmi

Polycarp picked up some of Johnodos t |

Thousands of martyrs gave their lives for their faith in the city of
Smyrna. They would not quit talking about the Lord.

ITII. CHURCH AT SMYRNA

A.CHARACTER

1. Believers in the church at Smyrna were very poor. They were
persecuted because of their faith and they were suffering dreadfully.
However, they continued faithfully serving the Lord.

2. They met and studied secretly in small groups. Sometimes they met
in the country high on a hill so they could see if anyone was coming to
kill them.

v'ﬂ Display the picture showing believers meeting and studying outside

under a tree.
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B. REPORT CARD

Display the large Report Card Chart and refer to it as students fill in
the spaces on their charts.

Visuals accompany each church. They may be used anywhere in the
lesson or not used at all. After years of trying them in different places,
we found they were most helpful when displayed along with the large
Report Card.

A separate board may be set up close to the large Report Card. Point
first to the heading in the space on the chart, then place the related
visual on the board and teach.

The following list addresses each space on the Report Card Chart.
1. NAME OF THE CHURCH: SMYRNA

Symbol for Smyrna on the board.

a. This small group of people sitting under a tree listening intently as
their pastor teaches, pictures the situation in Smyrna. Believers met in
secret in order to avoid persecution. They would not stop meeting and
studying, no matter how many times they were threatened.

b. Believers today in that area are still meeting secretly just as they did

i n Johndés day and are stild]l persecut e
make contact with Christian visitors, but if caught it could cost them

their lives. Theologians visiting the area of Smyrna report coming into

contact with small groups of believers. Perhaps you have heard about

some of them?

Draw students into a discussion of where it might be dangerous to be a
Christian today (Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Russia, Afghanistan, etc.) and ask,
ADo you think it could ever b
Jesus Christ in this country? What do you think our reaction should

be if someone commanded us to stop talking about the Lord? Do you
think we wil/| al ways be free
what a blessing freedom is and help them appreciate, cherish, and
protect the freedoms we still have in America. Remind them that men
and women have given their lives to protect our freedom. Freedom is

not cheap!
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2. NUMBER OF THE CHURCH: CHURCH #2

Visual for CHURCH #2

3. MEANING OF THE NAME: THE WORD ASMYRNAO
MEANS MYRRH

a. Myrrh is a sweet perfume used for embalming the dead. It is
actually poisonous to the I|living.
records three gifts wise men brought to the baby Jesus (MATTHEW

2:11): gold signified He was God, the King; frankincense spoke of His

purity as man and myrrh stood for His death as Savior of the world.

(also: MARK 15:23; JOHN 19:39)

b. ASmyrnao signifies death or suff

Symbol f orBIATMERRHS SO0

4. SCRIPTURE: REVELATION 2:8-11

Pl acard for NREYELATI ON 2: 8

5. CHARACTER OF THE CITY: VERY WORLDLY-
PERSECUTES BELIEVERS

Vi sual for AVERRSWOBTBEDYBELI EVERSO

6. CHARACTER OF THE CHURCH: A SUFFERING CHURCH
WI TH AN A+ FROWEVWPOING S

Vi sual f or NnSUFFERI NG é A+ GRADEDO®

The Scripture for this church is only three verses long. It is the
shortest report of all. The brevity of the message fits the theme that
Christ thought they had enough to bear because of their extreme
persecution and did not need to be burdened with rules and directions.
Though theirs is a short Report Card, the Church at Smyrna received
an A+.

7. DESCRIPTION OF CHRIST: THE FIRST AND THE LAST;
HE WHO WAS DEAD AND IS ALIVE
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The two placards ATHE FI RST ANE
DEAD AND I S ALI VEO

a. Remember the importance of the description Christ chooses for each
church.

1) He chooses a feature from the complete description of Himself in
REVELATION CHAPTER 1. It is always something the particular
church needs to hear.

2) For instance, the Church at Ephesus was beginning to treat their
worship of God as routine. They were beginning to neglect Bible
study. Their love for God was cooling off. They needed to be
reminded that the One who gave them everything, the One who was
the head of the Church and who protected them, was involved with
each one of them personally and knew exactly what was going on in
their minds and lives. He knew every detail, and was evaluating them.
They needed to remember that.

b. Now, notice how Jesus describes Himself to Smyrna.

Cal | attention to the AFI RST AND THE

1) AThe First and the Last. o
Smyrna by reminding them that He is in control. They need not fear
the threats of evil men. Eternal God is their protector.

Point to the AWAS DEAD AND I S ALI VEO |

2) He further says He was fAdead and i
being persecuted and may even be put to death. He reminds them that

He has suffered persecution to the maximum (much more than they),

but He has overcome death and He will see to it that they, too, are

victorious over death.

3) In the early years of the Church Age, there were horrible
persecutions of true Christians. You know some of the things that
went on because of stories and movies, but we cannot really imagine
how awful it was. There were 5 million martyrs in those early days.
The people in Smyrna knew they were facing persecutions and
possible death at any moment. This was one of the most intense
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periods of suffering in the history of the world - and believers knew
more was coming. They needed to be

8. WHERE DESCRIPTION FIRST APPEARED: ~
REVELATION: 1:11 & 18

Allow time for students to locate correct verses in chapter 1, then point
to the placard AREVELATI ON 1: 11 ANI

9. WHAT CHRIST KNOWS BECAUSE HE IS OMNISCIENT:
He knows everything. He knows the smallest details of their lives.

Al KNOWO Banner

AEVERYTHI NGo pl acard

10. GOOD: The people in the church at Smyrna are unusual

believers. They know their Bibles and they operate on what they know.

They are involved in divine good works while living virtuously. They

have stored in their souls the things necessary to weather any storm or
persecution and they understand God
believers and because of this, they are challenged as a church and as

individuals.

Visual of the hand of the poor man and the hand holding precious
jewels. The first hand tells us believers at Smyrna were very poor in
worldly possessions, but the hand holding precious jewels reminds us
the believers at Smyrna were spiritually wealthy. They were
persecuted and lied about, but they kept growing in the spiritual life
and would not let anything stop them. Their works were the gold,
silver and precious jewels, which will not burn up at the evaluation
seat (Bema Seat) of Christ, but will be rewarded.

11. BAD: CHRIST SAYS NOTHING BAD ABOUT THIS
CHURCH.

Vi sual ANI X< NEI N< NADA< ZI LCH, NOT |

12. ADVICE: CHRIST ADVISES THEM TO KEEP RIGHT ON
ADVANCING IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE AND NOT LET
ANYTHING MAKE THEM QUIT.
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ADONG6T STOPO pl acard

13. WARNING: CHRIST WARNS THEM THAT THEY ARE
GOING TO FACE SUFFERING, BUT TELLS THEM NOT TO
BE AFRAID.

ADONG6 T BE AFRAI Do placard

14. PROMISE: THE SECOND DEATH WILL NEVER HURT

ANY BELIEVER. IN ADDITION, THERE WILL BE A CROWN
FORTHOSE WHOLIVEIN GODG6 S PLAN AND ARE
SUCCESSFUL IN LIVING THE SPIRITUAL LIFE.

Symbol for the Crown of Life. Symbol for the second death WITH 2"
death AXedo out

15. HE WHO HAS AN EAR: LISTEN TO WHAT THE HOLY
SPIRIT IS TEACHING.

Symbol for listening to the Holy Spirit with spiritual ears

Point out where the overcomer is addressesd in the message to
Smyrna.

C. PARAPHRASE

Remind students that a paraphrase is when all words of the Scriptural
message are researched and subtle meanings and implications of the
original languages are added to the composition.. In this case,
historical context is also researched and incorporated. A paraphrase,
is not Scripture, but when prayerfully motivated by the desire to teach
truth, can be most helpful.

Read the paraphrase first. It should help students check their notes.
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THE PARAPHRASE OF REVELATION 2:8 - 11

To the Pastor of the Church at
am the Eternal God who became a man for your benefit and | know the
evil things men do. They did it all to Me. They lied about Me,
persecuted Me, and rejected Me. They even put Me to death. But |

want you always to remember, the grave could not hold Me. In spite of
lies told about Me at my trial, | triumphed. | triumphed over rejection
and | triumphed over death. Because I triumphed over these things,

you also can be victorious.

| know everything about you. You cannot tell Me anything new.

| know many good things. | know that most of you are spiritually
mature and are living successfully for Me. | know that although you
are very poor in worldly possessions, you are rich in My opinion
because you keep right on living in My plan for your life. | know the
lies being said about you which cause you such deep heartache. |
know the devil is about to throw some of you into prison where you
may be cruelly tortured and some of you may be killed.

The best advice | have for you is to keep on doing what you are doing.
Do not let anything make you change. Keep studying the Scripture.
Listen to the Holy Spirit with concentration, submit to His authority as
you study and obey what you learn.

| warn you not to be afraid of the things you are about to suffer. Do
not let the suffering surprise you. Your trouble will come to an end
and none of it can really hurt you because | am with you and will
protect you.

| promise you will receive rich rewards. Remain faithful, even unto
death, and you will be victorious. You will live in Heaven with Me and
you will never be injured or damaged by the second death. You will
live under great happiness on earth, in spite of your suffering, and
your dying will bring great glory to My name because of your wise
dependence on my grace. When you get to Heaven, the glories of
eternal life will be in direct contrast to your earthly suffering. Nothing
will ever hurt you again.

Smyr
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Distribute copies of the paraphrase. Lead discussion concerning
where the paraphrase answers each portion of the Report Card.

A copy of the paraphrase has been color-coded for teacher to show
where each portion of the Report Card is addressed.

D. FINAL REPORT

Distribute clean Report Cards and allow students to transfer notes.
Remind students to check their notes before transferring them to final
Report Cards.

CLOSING PRAYER

Father, we thank you for Your Word and for the fact that we can store

it in our souls, and know of Your care and provision for us. We
recognize our need to be aware of the wiles of our enemy, Satan but we
do not want to focus on him. May we focus on You, our Creator, our
Provider é our Savior and our God.

We know the conflict between good and evil has been going on since

Satan rebelled against You, his Creator. We know the conflict will

continue until the end of time. We know that our confidence should

rest in You. May we be faithful and steadfast, applying the truth we

know. May we be distinct from the rest of the world because of our

love for one another and our acceptance of suffering that might come

to us. May our acceptance of Your will and our dependence on You be

obvious to those around us, and may we glorify You in all that we say

and do.

Thank You for this | esson. Il n Jesuso
AMEN.

| NFORMATI ON FOR TEACHEROGS APPENDI X F
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1. The first step necessary for becoming a mature believer is to trust
the Lord Jesus Christ as

a. Sal vation is the irreduci
child. A person must recognize the deity of Jesus Christ and His
payment for every personal sin committed by every member of the
human race. At the moment of faith alone in Christ alone a person
is made spiritually alive and receives the indwelling and the
complete filling of the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32; 10:44-47; 11:15-17;
Jhn.7:37-39; Rom. 4:4; 8:9;8:23; 1 Cor. 2:12; 6:19-20; [ Jn. 4:13).

b. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is permanent and eternal ( Rom.

TEACHEROS APPENDI

8:38; 1 Cor. 12:13).

X SPI

R

per sonal

bl

c. The filling of the Holy Spirit is temporary and can be lost (Eph.
5:18; Gal. 5:16-17).

2. The second step is to grow to maturity spiritually. Spiritual growth

COLOSSIANS 2:13 And when you were dead in
your transgressions and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, He made you alive together with
Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions.

requires the filling of the Holy Spirit (Jn.16:12-15; I Jn. 2:27)

3.

I CORINTHIANS 2:13 Which things (spiritual
truth) we also speak (the apostles and Paul) not in
words taught by human wisdom, but in those
taught by the Spirit (Holy Spirit) combining
spiritual thoughts with spiritual words (a
description of spiritual truth being taught to persons
filled with the Holy Spirit by the Holy Spirit as He
explains and helps us understand spiritual wonder).

Spiritual growth al so

mind by consistent, persistent study of the Bible under the filling of

the Holy Spirit. Just as salvation is by grace and we can do nothing to

REVELATION is NOT a Mystery—TEACHER’S GUIDE THE PRESENT

TUAL

L

e found

requires

earn or deserve it, spiritual growth is also by grace. We can do nothing

that pleases God apart from the power of the Holy Spirit. In salvation
we hear the truth about how to be saved, we believe it and are saved.

f
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In spiritual growth we learn truth about how to live the spiritual life,

we believe i1it, act upon it and
knowl edge of Godo (11 Pet. 3:18)
apart from the filling of the Holy Spirit are worthless. An attitude of
humility is necessary both in salvation and in growing to maturity in

the spiritual life. If we think we already know everything and are too

good to have sins to confess, we are considering ourselves more highly

than we should and have placed ourselves out of fellowship. The deeds

we do, no matter how good (humanly speaking) are not divine good

deeds (Is. 64:6). When we are in fellowship, divine good deeds
automatically result. They are the normal outgrowth of our strong

foundation.
SPIRITUAL LIFE CHART
PRIESTHOOD AMBASSADORSHIP ORDINANCE

Prayer, Worship, Love for other Communion.
Giving, Singing, believers, Missions, Mt. 28:19-20;
Assembling with Witnessing, I Cor. 1123-26

the saints and Performing Divine

sharing gifts. Good Deeds.

OUTGROWTH or RESULTS

Faithful BIBLE STUDY and application
of whatos | ear
II TIMOTHY 2:15; PSALM 138:2b

Filling of the Holy Spirit (FELLOWSHIP).

GALATIANS 5:16

Faith in Jesus Christ (SALVATION) is the foundation.
JOHN 3:16; ACTS 16:31; I CORINTHIANS 3:11




