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THE SEVEN CHURCHES
Fourth Church ~~ The Church AT Thyatira

REVELATION 2:18-29

OPENING PRAYER

We take a few moments to prepare our souls for the study of God’s Word.
Put away all thoughts of the outside world and confess your sins if
necessary. 1 will open class with prayer.

Dear Heavenly Father, be with us now as we open Your Word. Teach us
what You know we need to learn. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

I. REVIEW

A.PREVIOUS LESSON

Inform students, “Before going further, let’s review some facts you should
be familiar with by now. Some of the questions will seem easy to you. and
that will make me really happy. It means 1 have done my job. If you know
the answers it means you have done your job and we can all be happy.”

1. How many churches are in the group we are studying? seven.
2. Are they real churches? Yes, real local churches

3. How do we know? In addition to Scripture, from

maps, history and archeology

4. Do they picture anything else? At least three more

things: 1.All believers: the full and complete

church of the Church Age, 2. Different types of

churches throughout the Church Age and 3.

Different types of individual believers in every

generation throughout the Church Age
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The seven churches also picture seven historical stages of church
history. For an excellent, in depth study of church history, we

recommend , A Beka Book AChurch Hi st o
Pensacola Christian College, Pensacola, Florida.

5. Who is the Pastor of these churches? The apostle, John.

Documentati on: AThere were man,-..JrcI
0The Seven Churchesd must have been m:
districts,k ey cities in Johnos pdsatidreagloscar e

Bible Handbook, Halley, Henry H., Zondervan Publishing House,
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1962, p. 688.

6. Where is the Pastor while he is writing these letters?  On the
Isle of Patmos.

7. Why is the Pastor where he is?  He would not stop

talking about the Lord.

8. Why do these letters help us two thousand years later? \We can
evaluate and rate our own spiritual life and the

spiritual life of our church.
9. Explain in your own words what is meant by the command to write

and the frequent use of the word, Abu
churches.

a. The command towrite. Chr I st actual l vy says: OBegi
writeo. This 1s a command from Jesu

John. John has volition, but has no choice if he
wants to be obedient to God. The Son of God
commands John to record the things he sees and
hears...and John obeys.

Are we (today) ever commanded to obey the Word of God?
Answer: Yes. Whatever the Word of God tells us to do
as believers is a command from God. Among

other things, God commands believers to be
controlled by the Holy Spirit. If we want to follow

J 0 h n éxample, we will obey.
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Hel pf ul Scripture f oGALATAANE her 6s bacl

5:16,17; EPHESIANS 4:30; | THESSALONIANS 5:19.

b . The frequent use of the word,
churches.

B. PREVIOUS CHURCH

1. SATANOGOS THRONE

REVELATI ON 2: 13: ol know wher e
where Satands throne i s.

A |

y O

a. The church at Pergamum | ived 1in

headquarters. It was a center for the practice of religion rather than
Christianity. Can you believe Satan is sometimes able to plan things in

a church?

b. Satan can plan things in our lives too -- IF we let him.

c. Satan wants to spoil spiritual lives by causing believers to stop Bible

study or making them think it 1s s

doctrine. Compromise with the world leads to empty and meaningless
lives. Satan loves that!

c. Satan will do anyt hi-heagtedly o0 spoi |

supported and encouraged the evil in Pergamum. It was his personal
project. Christ praised believers who were faithful to His name in
spite of Satands schemes.

REVELATI ON 2:13béand vyou hol d
name, and did not deny My faitht©é

f

1

a
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Il n

5
verse 14 the l|little word fibuto est
Christ praised a group of believers in the church at Pergamum for
faithfulnesst o Go d . Il n verses 14 and 15 Chr

(in stark contrast) focused on unfaithfulnesst o

REVELATION 2: 14. 15 But I have a few things
against you (a group of believers at Pergamum),
because you have (You are putting up with,
allowing) there (right there in your church) some
who hold the teaching of Balaam (false teaching),
who kept teaching Balaak to put a stumbling
block before the sons of Israel, to eat things
sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of
immorality. Thus you have also some who, in
the same way, hold (believe) the teaching of the
Nicolaitans (and thus are unfaithful to God’s Word).

Godoés Wor d.

C. LOCATION OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES

Advise students to look at their maps of the seven churches. Go over

church locations. Note that Thyatira is definitely inland.

Thyatira was 35 - 40 miles S.E. of Pergamum in the direction of

Sardis, the next church in the list of seven. Thyatira had no acropolis
because there was no mountain upon which to place it. Thyatira was
in a fertile, agricultural valley.

I. FOURTH CHURCH

A. REPORT CARD

Di

stribute Asl oppy copyo
students to write anything that helps them remember what is taught. A
clean chart is provided at the end of the study. Students may transfer

notes neatly onto final report cards.

char tg
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B. REVELATION 2: 18-29

Keep in mind that although John, as traveling Pastor, records
seven letters to seven existing local churches, he is directed by
the heavenly Author to forward the letters to all churches down
through the Church Age.

Ask students to turn to Revelation 2:18-29 and follow in their Bibles as you
read the Scripture. Translations may differ. Explain when necessary.

REVELATION 2:18-29 And to the angel (Pastor)
of the church in Thyatira write: The Son of God,
who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet
ar e | 1 ke burni shed bronze, says
your deeds, and your love and faith and service
and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are
greater than at first. But I have this against you,
that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls
herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads
My bond-servants astray, so that they commit
acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to
idols. And I gave her time to repent; and she
does not want to repent of her immorality.
Behold, I will cast her upon a bed of sickness,
and those who commit adultery with her into
great tribulation, unless they repent of her
deeds. And I will kill her children with
pestilence; and all the churches will know that I
am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I
will give to each one of you according to your
deeds. But I say to you, the rest who are in
Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who
have not known the deep things of Satan, as they
call them -- I place no other burden on you.
Nevertheless, what you have, hold fast until I
come. And he who overcomes, and he who
keeps My deeds until the end, to him I will give
authority over the nations and he shall rule them
with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are
broken to pieces, as I also have received
authority from My Father; and I will give him
the morning star. He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
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C. WORDS AND PHRASES FROM TEXT

Tell students to continue looking at their own Bibles as you cover each
phrase.

1. THYATIRA ~ REVELATION 2: 18.

a. The name Thyatira means “unweary sacrifice”. Thyatira
was an immoral church full of superstitious ritual that had
nothing to do with the reality of Jesus Christ. Many
members “never tired” of idolatry and meaningless
ceremonies.

b. We might better be reminded of the meaning of Thyatira by
changing “unweary” to “untiring” sacrifice. “Thyatira” and
“untiring” sound more alike. Thyatira was “untiring” in
idolatry and immorality.

2. SON OF GOD ~ REVELATION 2:18.

Allow students to search for this description in the first chapter of
Revelation for a while. Then, tell them the reason they cannot find it is that
it is not there.

a. This is the only time in the book of REVELATION Christ
calls himself, “the Son of God”. He uses it as shock
treatment in contrast to the sun god, Apollo. Sun god
worshippers referred to Jesus as the “Son of Mary”,
deliberately implying Mary’s Holy Son is lower than man.
With the “Son of God” title Jesus, as the true head of the
Church, the supreme authority, declares Himself eternal
God, not the son of any human being.

b. Apollo was called the son of Zeus, father of all (false) gods.
Jesus is God. The sun god (little “g”) is not. In fact, Jesus
Christ is the creator. He created the sun.

HEBRE WS 1:2éin t h eGedg hasl a st
spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed

heir of all things, through whom also He made

the world.
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c. Do we take too lightly the fact that Jesus Christ is God? Do
we fully understand that our Savior, the one who walked
among us, is the very presence of God, the Creator of the
universe and everything within it? That He is the God-Man,
the only One of His kind in the universe? It is unfathomable.

Information on the Deity of Christ is in Teacher’s Appendix if there is a
need to cover the subject more fully.

3. EYES LIKE A FLAME OF FIRE ~ REVELATION 2: 18.

Direct students to locate the exact phrase in chapter one. (It really is
there this time.)

a. This description of Christ comes from REVELATION 1:14.

REVELATION 1:14. . . and His eyes were like a
flame of fire,;e

b. Christ chose this phrase from Chapter 1 to remind the
church of a specific characteristic about Himself. What do
you think He is telling Thyatira?

Give students time to realize on their own that this church needs to be
reminded of Jesus Christ’s Omniscience and Justice.

c. Christ sees everything, knows everything and will judge
accordingly.

Ask students to name some other characteristics, but emphasize
Ommniscience and Justice. (10 Characteristics or perfections of God:
Sovereignty, Righteousness, Justice, Eternal Life, Love, Ommniscience,
Ommnipresence, Omnipotence, Veracity and Immutability).

d. Christ was reminding Thyatira of His Omniscience. “Eyes
like a flame of fire” means Jesus Christ sees everything and
evaluates everything He sees.
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His inspection is piercing and just. His eyes reach into the
secret parts of each one’s soul. He sees our motives. He
even knows what we are thinking.

e. The Church in Thyatira needed to be reminded that Christ
knew they were involved in evil activity. Their stinking
secrets were not hidden from Him: they were not getting by
with anything.

HEBREWS 4:13 And there is no creature hidden
from His sight, but all things are open and laid
bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to
do.

4. FEET LIKE BURNISHED BRONZE ~ REVELATION 2: 18.

Have students locate this exact phrase in REVELATION CHAPTER 1,
VERSE 15.

REVELATI ON 1:15 éand Hi s f
burnished bronze, when it has been caused to
glow in a furnaceé

a. High gloss burnished bronze is the result of intense heat
and vigorous rubbing. It pictures judgment. Jesus Christ
the perfect, righteous, omniscient judge, pronounced
judgment then received the penalty Himself. His feet are
“like” burnished bronze because they passed through
judgment so we would not be judged.

b. All three of these phrases remind us that Christ knows all
about us and is able to evaluate both believers and
unbelievers fairly.

c. Thyatira needed to be reminded that Christ will judge
mankind one day. (JAMES 5:22; IICORINTHIANS 5:21)
What an insult it is to Jesus Christ when humans take His
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sacrifice lightly (unbelievers) and worship idols. Idols are
NOTHING.

. How much worse it is when those who have trusted Christ

as Savior (believers) turn to pleasure and madly search for
happiness in all the wrong places instead of relying on Him.
Their attitude is one of the world’s greatest mysteries. How it
must hurt the One who died in our place.

e. Statues or pictures of Apollo (the illegitimate sun god) show

him with feet of burnished brass. To his followers his feet
symbolized human military power and human resources.
Apollo is one of Satan’s counterfeits.

5. DEEDS, LOVE, FAITH, SERVICE, PERSEVERANCE,
DEEDS OF LATE GREATER THAN AT FIRST ~
REVELATION 2:19

REVELATION 2:19 I know your deeds, and your
love and faith and service and perseverance, and
that your deeds of late are greater than at first.

. “Deeds” refer to the Holy Spirit's works (love, faith and

patience are parts of the fruit of the Spirit) produced
through the believer who is in fellowship with God: gold,
silver and precious stones symbolize the divine good deeds
that survive the fire of Christ’s evaluation at the Bema Seat.

I CORINTHIANS 3:12-15 Now if any man
builds upon the foundation (the foundation is faith
in Jesus Christ) with gold, silver, precious stones,
(divine good) wood, hay, straw (human good), each

manos wor k wi | | become evident :

will show it, because it is to be revealed with
fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of
each man Qusethen i is Hwman or divine). If
any mands wor k which (hee has
foundation) remains, he shall receive a reward

(crowns at the Bema Seat). | f any mands wor k

(all) burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he
himself shall be saved (will go to heaven), yet so as

through fire (human works destroyed by fire at Bema
Seat).

built

f
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b. Although many things were wrong in the church at
Thyatira, Christ has some good things to say about some
believing members. He praises their deeds in five areas.

1) Love: the word used for love is the Greek word “Agape”. It
is perfect love based on God’s faithfulness, integrity and
honor. Only believers in fellowship can achieve this type of
love.

2) Faith: trusting God’s Word and God’s promises. A group of
believers in the church at Thyatira walked by faith, patiently
relying on God and His Word. They stood firm in God'’s
will and plan.

3) Service: valid production by the Holy Spirit living through
the believer in fellowship with God. Every believer is an
ambassador from Jesus Christ to the world. Service is
witnessing to unbelievers: telling others about the Lord
Jesus Christ and His work on the cross. It also includes
service among believers by use of Spiritual gifts. Spiritual
skills must precede service skills. That means living in
Godds. Pl an

4) Perseverance: sticking to a job patiently, even when it is
difficult. Spiritual perseverance is only possible for a
believer in fellowship. Christ praises a group of believers at
Thyatira for patiently studying Scripture day after day
after day in spite of great opposition.

5) Deeds of late greater than at first: the deeds of believers in
Thyatira were becoming more difficult. Their activities were
not more spectacular, but the competing pressure was
stronger. Therefore, their struggle involved more effort.

6 . OYOURO6 DEEDS VERSUS oMYO6 DEEDS ~ REVE
2:23 and 26
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Contrasting “your” deeds (Verse 23) with “My” deeds (Verse 26)
emphasizes, again, the difference between works that survive
the fire at the evaluation seat and human good deeds that are
for time only.

As Christ looked into the hearts of the people in the Church at
Thyatira, He saw some good in them. He talked about the
good things they were doing. They shared their food and
clothing with needy people. Those were kind and thoughtful
things to do, weren’t they? But were all their deeds pleasing to
God?

Display baskets symbolizing good deeds and tell students that good deeds
please God only when they are carried out by believers in fellowship with the
Holy Spirit , believers who love God. And how does a believer’s love for God
grow? It grows as the believer lives in God’s plan: studies, responds to
God’s Word and grows to maturity as God’s child.

God says oyour deedsd6 are in your oW
deedso are the works C.h Thisdstan d o e s t |
important subject to God. He mentions it often.

7. JEZEBEL ~ REVELATION 2:20

a. Jezebel was a woman in the church at Thyatira. Her real name
may not be Jezebel, but she is so much like the Phoenician
princess from Sidon, that she is called by the same name. Her
name tells us exactly what she was like: she taught false
doctrine and corrupted God’s people.

A good source for additional study
Alexander Hyslop, Loizeaux Brothers, New Jersey, 1959

Helpful background Scripture: I KINGS 16:28 - 33; | KINGS 18:13,
19;  KINGS 19:1 - 7; I KINGS 21:1 - 16; | KINGS 21:23; Il KINGS
9:30; 33-37; EZEKIEL 28:20-26 (Judgment on Sidon)

b. The original Jezebel, wife of Ahab, king of Israel, is a portrait of
corruption and evil. As the historical poster girl for all that is
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vengeful and cruel, she symbolizes immorality and idolatry.
The woman at Thyatira is her counterpart, centuries later.

c. Old Testament Jezebel led her husband and the children of Israel
into the worship of Baal. She even murdered God’s prophets.
Our New Testament gal corrupted the church at Thyatira by
leading believers into false doctrine and immoral ritual. The
church allowed her to teach classes right there within the
church walls. She probably used one of the Sunday school
rooms.

d. Additionally, she encouraged God’s people to join their co-
workers in evil practices in the labor unions and trade guilds in
order to advance and be promoted more quickly.

e. The words “She calls herself a prophetess” tell us Thyatira’s
Jezebel appointed herself to a place of leadership and
prominence. She is probably married to someone in authority
in the church. She does not seem to be the Pastor’s wife, but she
may be married to a deacon!

f. It is also possible this woman is a believer. If so, she is a
supreme example of how far into reverse believers can go when
they reject God’s Word. This woman referred to as “Jezebel”
rejected truth, her vacant soul opened to false doctrine and
garbage poured into the emptiness. God gave her plenty of time
to change her mind, but she would not.

Helpful Scripture for teacher’s background study: ROMANS 1:21-25;
ROMANS 6:12; ROMANS 8:6, 7; | CORINTHIANS 11:30; HEBREWS
12:5-8; REVELATION 2:211 23

8. HE WHO SEARCHES THE MINDS AND HEARTS ~
REVELATION 2: 23

“Searching the minds and hearts” speaks of Jesus Christ’s
omniscience again: the fact that He knows everything about
us...even our secret thoughts and motives.
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9. THE DEEP THINGS OF SATAN ~ REVELATION 2: 24.

The words “the deep things of Satan” refer to the practices and
teachings of Jezebel and her followers. Satan was behind it all.
He schemed to get evil into the church and distract believers
from the truth. Satan used Jezebel as his agent to draw God’s
people into a false religious system. This is a perfect example of
Satan’s descending or downhill progression of the teaching of
Balaam and Nicolas of Antioch. It is normal procedure for
Satan.

1 0 BUGd&ol PLACE NO OTHER BURDEN
REVELATION 2: 24

a. The little word “but” comes into play again, at the beginning of
verse 24. This time it highlights two distinct contrasts.

1)

The first contrast is between the activities of two groups of
people. One group faithfully studied the Bible. The other
group studied false doctrine. Evidently, the Pastor still
taught truth. Good Bible teaching was available for those
who wanted it.

The second contrast is between the burdens of the two
groups. The choice was whether to remain faithful to God’s
Word or embrace false doctrine. One group easily
embraced false doctrine and therefore, caused themselves to
have an additional, heavy burden of guilt, but the other
group received no added burden at all. Christ said He
would not increase the burden of the faithful Bible study
group. Their current burden was heavy enough.

11. HOLD FAST UNTIL I COME ~ REVELATION 2:25

a .

OHol d fasto comes from a
three different ways.

1) To retain something you already have.

ON YOL

Gr eek

!
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2) To seize and take something into custody.

3) To reach an expected goal.

All three meanings apply here. Jesus is saying to those in
fellowship at Thyatira...

“Do not forget what you have learned; keep on adding to your
current knowledge and reach your goal of advancing to
maturity.”

AHOLD FASTOMAND. A COM

b. oUnt il |l comedé actually means, ount

1) It refers to the Rapture, when Christ returns for His Bride. It
is the hope or confidence of all believers of the Church Age.
Our Lord tells believers to cling to what they have and wait
for Him to remove them from pressure, whether by death or
by His return at the Rapture. Evil surrounds them and it
will only get worse, but believers can be confident that
someday they will live with Jesus Christ, forever.

2) Today, evil is all around us, but we can be confident that
someday we will be face to face with our Lord and we will
never be apart, again.

[ CORI NTHI ANS 5: 8éwe are of nannd ¢
I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the

body and to be at home (face to face) with the
Lord.

3) Because the seven letters are specifically for Church Age
believers, we, too, are being told to cling to something.
What could it be? We do not cling to salvation. God clings
to us in salvation, but after salvation, we are to cling to two
important things. (You ought to be able to tell me.)

a) First, we must cling to fellowship with God by keeping
sins confessed.
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b) Second, it is our responsibility to cling to Bible study.

Study, study, study, and respond to what you learn.
Transforming your soul with God’s thinking is the issue, not
a set of rules or taboos. Learning more and more about God
is the activity of the spiritually maturing believer.

c) If you cling to these two things, your love for God will
grow.

If you cling to these two things, you will automatically
advance and grow up, spiritually.

Your prayer life will be right.
Your attitude toward giving will be right, automatic and joyful.
Your witnessing will be automatic and you will not take rejection
personally.

Your singing and worship will be right.
You wi | | have humility and reality
Your life will bring praise and glory to God.
Your deeds will survive the fire at the Bema Seat and they will last
eternally.
This was the only burden Christ left for believers in fellowship in the
church at Thyatira.

HE LEAVES US WITH THE SAME BURDEN,
UNTIL HE RETURNS
...AND HIS BURDEN IS LIGHT BECAUSE HE HELPS US
CARRY THE BURDEN.

MATTHEW 11: 30 oOFor My vyoke i s easy
load (burden)i s | i ght . 06

“HOLD FAST UNTIL I COME” IS A COMMAND.
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12. AUTHORITY OVER NATIONS ~ REVELATION 2:26, 27.

Both the promise to the “overcomer” in verse 26 and the reference
to ruling with a rod of iron in verse 27 speak of Christ’'s
Kingdom. Believers who “overcome” by living in God’s plan
on earth will have authority during the millennium. If we are
“overcomers”, we will rule with Jesus Christ.

13. THE ORDER OF THE MORNING STAR ~ REVELATION
2: 28.

The order of The Morning Star is the greatest decoration any
Church Age believer can receive. Christ, the Morning Star,
presents it to those who live the virtuous, Spiritual Life of the

Church Age. The Order of the Morning Star seems to be an
award over and above the crowns at the Bema Seat.
Information and visuals on “The Order of the Morning Star” available to

believers in Jesus Christ as personal Savior, are in Appendix. It could take
an entire lesson to teach. You might summarize if time is of the essence.

D. CHARACTER OF THE CITY

1. Thyatira, the smallest city connected with Revelation’s seven
churches, has been part of several different countries at various
times. Alexander the Great established Thyatira in 300 B.C.
(after the destruction of Persia). It was first a Macedonian
colony, then a Roman city, and occupied a central point in the
extensive Roman road system. Around 40 miles S.E. of
Pergamum on the road to the next city in our study, Sardis,
Thyatira is very close in location and in character to Pergamum.
Today, there is a Turkish city on the spot where Thyatira stood.

2. Apollo, the sun-god, was worshipped fanatically. Religious
business “boomed”. People bought many religious relics and
took them home to worship. Industries in wool and dyeing
dominated. Commerce and agriculture thrived. There were
numerous labor unions, called guilds, and all types of trade
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groups: potters, tanners, weavers, road makers, brass workers
and dyers.

3. One particular dye is interesting, because of a woman named
Lydia. Lydia made a dye called “purple” used for royal robes.
The dye was actually a bright, scarlet red. Paul led Lydia to the
Lord at Philippi. She was his first European convert (ACTS 16:
11-15). She may be responsible for introducing the Gospel to
Thyatira.

II. CHURCH AT THYATIRA

A. CHARACTER

The meaning of “Thyatira” is key to understanding the church’s
character. “Untiring sacrifice” implies preoccupation with ritual
and ceremony.

1. LONGEST LETTER

The letter to Thyatira is the longest of John's letters to the seven
churches (smallest city...longest letter).

2. EVIL PRACTICES

a. The church at Thyatira practiced evil. Thyatira is beautiful on
the outside, but there is something rotten on the inside. If you
were to go inside the church at Thyatira you would be struck
with the number of idols, statues, and images lining the walls of
the church.

b. Idols were displayed in the church building prepared for
worship of the true God of heaven. Some people even bowed
down and worshiped them as they walked in the church. It was
horrible! God hates idol worship.

EXODUS 20:4-5 You shall not make for yourself
an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven
above or on the earth beneath or in the water
under the earth. You shall not worship them or
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serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
on the children, on the third and the fourth
generations of those who hate Me.

3. PROGRESSION OF EVIL

a. The church at Ephesus hated a certain teaching, the teaching of
the Nicoliatans. The same teaching became a problem for some
church members at Pergamum and the church itself tolerated its
teaching. Now, at Thyatira the once hated doctrine is widely
practiced inside the church. God hates it. Satan loves it. What
was tolerated in one church, was embraced in another.

b. This is how evil works -- it creeps in until it gains a foothold,
then, slowly contaminates everything and everyone it touches.

AN OLD SAYING, AUTHOR UNKNOWN:

AnvI CE | S A OFRHGHYFUD A MIBN,
THAT TO BE HATED, NEEDS BUT TO BE SEEN,
BUT SEEN TOO OFT, FAMILIAR WITH HER FACE,
WE FIRST ENDURE, THEN PITY THEN EMBRACE.O

The evil practice of the state ruling over the church grew strong in this

church. Pergamum was At horoughly mar
became dominated and governed by the world, implying a worldly

hierarchy dictating church policy.

B. REPORT CARD

Use visuals to help students with the Report Card on the Church in

Thyatira.

1. Name of Church: Thyatira

2. Number of Church: Church #4

3. Meaning of thename: i u n we ammtivings acr i fi ceo
4. Scripture: REVELATION 2:18-29

5. Character of the city: A merchant city with many guilds or unions
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for different trades. A city involved in fanatic worship of Apollo, the
sun-god -- consumed by idolatry, even in their business dealings.
6. Character of the church: Divided into two groups. One group,

including the Pastor, still clin
i nvolved in the worlddés activiti
command, | ed by the woman Jezebe

7. Description of Christ: The Divine One, the Son of God, the
executor of divine judgment. Christ emphasizes His deity in contrast
to the nothingness of the sun god. Jesus Christ is the all knowing, final

Judge. He is God.

8. Where the description appeared in Revelation 1: Verses 14-15.

9. What Christ knows because of His omniscience: He knows
everything. Nothing slips past His notice and nothing fools Him.

10. The Good: Christ lists four things about the deeds of this church
worthy of praise: love, faith, perseverance, and latter deeds greater

than at first.
a. One group clings to Bible study and still loves Jesus Christ.

b. These are they who sacrificially reach out to others and perform
divine good deeds while in fellowship with God. They are performing

true service.

c. They are faithful and loyal to the Lord.

d. They cling to the truth in the midst of great hardship --t h
deedso, accomplished in t

gs
es
I

el r nl atte

he fild]l

their early deeds because of the increasing pressure under which they
find themselves. This faithfulness can only be accomplished by

believers in the power of the Spirit.

11. The Bad: He mentions the evil woman Jezebel. He sees into her
heart and knows she will not change. Many members are following
her into idolatry. Idol worship services are conducted by members of
the church, and believers are involved in immoral ritual and organized

control over individual members.

ng

Vi suals are in Teacher 6s Appendi x.
12. The Advice: Christ always knows what He is talking about and
His advice is based on absolute knowledge. Thyatira needs to act on
WO man out,

Hi s advice to AKick that
13. The Warning: | f t hey donodot f ol l
them severely with sickness even to the point of death.

ow Chr i

Deeper studies can address the sin unto death, here. Information is in

Teacher 6s Appendi x.

st @
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14. The Promise: Our Lord places no other burden on the faithful
group.
a. The burden of one group is heavy enough. Christ promises not to
add to what they already endure as they remain true to their Bible
study.
b. He promises to come back for all believers.
C . He promises (to Aovercomerso) aut

nations during the Millennium. They will have power over capital
punishment. He will give them the award of the Morning Star.
15.He Who Has An Ear: listen to what the Holy Spirit teaches you as
you study the Word of God. Not everyone has spiritual ears.
Unbelievers do not possess them, believers out of fellowship and
beli evers who have gone negative
their spiritual ears. Do you have spiritual ears?

Are we |l istening as Godos Spi

C. PARAPHRASE

Paraphrase of the message to the Church at Thyatira

To the Pastor of the Church in Thyatira, write ... Jesus Christ, who is
God, the Son, the perfect, omniscient judge having been first of all

t o

rit

judged for your sins in your ©place, s

Is to know about you. | know a few of you are faithfully producing
works that will last because they are accomplished in fellowship with
God. You are confessing your sins and studying your Bibles. Only I
know the faith and love growing in your souls because they are
invisible, but the patient, faithful way you help others is seen and
known. Your works are greater now than they were before, because
they have more opposition than they did at first. They require more
effort on your part.

But | know some bad things about you: you are allowing the wife
of one of your deacons to teach evil practices. She has appointed
herself to Pastor status and is controlling individual members under a
formal, organized group. She is leading people into idol worship
combined with horrible ritual. She is using rooms right there in the
Church and enticing born again believers to join her evil. | have given
her plenty of time to change her mind but she refuses.

| warn her (and those who follow her) that I will send strong
discipline to them in the form of sickness and even death if they refuse
to stop what they are doing.
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To the rest of you in Thyatira, not involved in what this woman
teaches, your burden is heavy enough just standing strong against the
evil around you. | will not make your load any heavier.

| advise you to cling to what you already know and add to the truth
stored in your soul as you study My Word. In that way, you fulfill My
plan for your life and live the Virtuous, Spiritual Life available to
believers in the Church Age.

| promise those who continue living successfully until death or the
Rapture, you will rule with me over Nations in the Millennium. You
will rule with authority and will have the power to administer capital
punishment whenever it becomes necessary. You will be awarded the
decoration of the Morning Star which is a badge officially confirming
that your authority comes from Me, the original Morning Star.

To those believers who are able to use their spiritual ears because
they are in fellowship, keep on listening to what the Spirit says to
you. o0
After reading the paraphrase, distribute copies to each student and
call attention to the words that address each space on the Report Card
Chart.

D. FINAL REPORT

Distribute final Report Cards. Direct students to check their notes
and be sure of their answers. Allow time for students to transfer notes
to final Report Cards.

CLOSING PRAYER

Thank You, Dear Heavenly Father, for the truth in this lesson. Thank
You for the description of this woman Jezebel that helps us recognize
teaching that leads away from close harmony with You: idols in our
souls and anything that becomes more important to us than Your Word.
May we, as Your children by faith in Your Son, live according to Your
plan and may we al ways give t
pray. Amen.
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