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** PRELIMINARY PREPARATION

**Blessing Five is taught in this lesson. Be sure you have prepared the
invitation on page 11 in the previous lesson for a date certain to pass

before you teach Blessing Five and have mailed it to yourself. Do not
open the letter when you receive it. Bring unopened envelope to class.
Immediately following the opening prayer for the class on Blessing Five,

pretend to discover this letter among your notes and be surprised.

OPENING PRAYER

We take a few moments to prepare ou
then | will open with public prayer.

Dear heavenly Father, guide us into all truth as we study together. Thank
You for young people who love Your Word and want to learn more. Be
with us now as we open the Word of Truth. We pray in the name of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

** DISCOVER YOUR INVITATION ENVELOPE.

Mention how long ago you received this letter, but say you have been too
busy to open it. Carelessly toss the envelope around unopened. Ask one of
the students to hold it for you and express your intention to open it later.

REVIEW

SONG fAClass Anthemodo, Page 156, St ude
Previous memory verse (REVELATION 3:1).

Vocabulary list

Sin: anything unlike God

Death:separation from God

Bible:t he Canon of Scripture, Gododés con
Blessing:beatitude, something good and helpful for the recipient

Gift: a present, freely given with nothing expected in return

Happinesspeace and contentment of soul regardless of circumstances

Read transfer the written word into spoken words (sometimes only in the

mind)

Hear:listen to what is read or said

Heed:pay attention and act accordingly

Decisiont o make up onedés mind: choose o]
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Next: the event or item that follows
Wasted timeall momentsnvolved in worthless activity
ChangeSomething different from before

Summary The book of REVELATION lists seven blessings or beatitud ‘«
Blessing One teaches that believers who study out of respect for

I nterest i n Godobés true message and r es
blessings. REVELATION also contains a strong warning against altering

Godos Wor d.

|. SEVEN BLESSINGS I

Symbol s for Seven Bl essings or Beatit:
copied and displayed while teaching related blessing.

For Classroom Activity, continue decorating Blessing Boxes. As e:{
blessing is completed allow students to cut out smaller blessing sym
fold it and place it in the Blessing Box. Keep boxes in classroom until
blessings are taught. Allow students to take finished boxes home.

ey 2

A. BLESSING TWO BLESSING #2

Display symbol for Blessing Two.

REVELATION 14:13b

REVELATION 14:13 Blessed are the dead who die
i n the Lordée

1. o6 WHO DIE IN THE LORDO

a. Meaning.
The phraseowho di e | mpttla&ksLorfd@®d believerds de
Jesus Christds ascension to heaven, al |l w

Savior go immediately to heaven to live with Jesus Christ when they
die physically.

Il CORINTHIANS 5: 8 We are of good courage, |

say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body

and to be at home (bace to facewth orig
the Lord.

S5 e ¢
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b. Significant location of Blessing Two.

Blessing Two is located in Chapter 14, a Chapter dedicated to events in the
Tribulation. It refers particularly to believers murdered during the
Tribulation because of their faith in Jesus Christ. In Blessing Two God
promises all believers wild|l be bl esse
killed during Antichristods rul e.

2. CONCLUSION

Blessing Two teaches death is a blessing tall believers even those who die
under seemingly tragic circumstances, because at death all believers go
immediately to heaven to live with Christ forever.

** Pretend to think of your letter at this point. Ask for it back from the
student, look at it and say something about wondering what it contains. Turn
envelope over a couple of time30 not open Put envelope in front of you.

B. BLESSING THREE - BLESSING #3

Display Blessing Three
symbol.

[EENEVERS!
Wihe stay alert in dhe Christian Lite and don't fll asleep.
REVELATION 16:15

REVELATION 16:15 Behold | am coming like a thief.
Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his
garments lest he walk about naked and they see his

shame.
1. OBEHOLD, I AM COMI NG LI KE A THI E
a . The word Obehol dé promi ses somet h
capture our attention. ol Amo refers
b. The phrase ocoming |ike a thiefd se
Jesus Christ is not saying Iltedymgtippi ng

just as a thief does not announce the time he plans to arrive, neither has
Christ specified the exact time of His return. He wants believers to be
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prepared for His appearance...at any moment.

2. OSTAYS AWAKEDO

a . A common ©practice in Johnos day, the d
guarded cities, helps explain the meaning of this phrase.

In the first century A.D. guards were posted twenty -four hours a day to
watch for enemies and thieves who might sneak in. The guard on duty had
to stay awake to protect his city.

b. A sleeping guard could be the cause of a surprise attack and certain
defeat for the city.

Any guard discovered sleeping while on duty received the stiff penalty of
having his robes set afire with a torch. The fire spread so quickly the usual
result was death.

c. Blessing Three is promised to believers who stay awake and alert in
the spiritual life of the Church Age.

The alert believer keeps the enemy (the world, the flesh and the devil)

away by admitting his sins to God and rely
gui dance. He studies Godds Word, obeys wha
knowledge of Scripture, watches eagerly for Jesus Christ to return.

| Peter 5:8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your
adversary, the Devil, prowls about like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour.

3. OKEEPS HI'S GARMENTS LEST HE WALK ABOU
AND MEN SEE HI' S SHAME®G

a. The final phrase in Blessing Three oOkeep
humble attitude of the believer who maintains fellowship with the Holy

Spirit.

That believer, operating under the power of the Holy Spirit, guards his
righteousness and keeps his way pure by 1|iv

PSALM 119:9 How can a young man keep his way
pure? By keeping it according to Thy word.

b. A guard, caught sleeping, was always covered with shame.

The phrase o0covered with shamed describes
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sleeping guard might wake up in time to remove his burning clothes
and save his own life. He would be alive but naked and ashamed.

4. CONCLUSION

When Christ returns to earth suddenly and without warning, at the

Raptur e, He wi | | find some believers
souls full of un-confessed sins, lies and deception. Though not

rejected by God, those believers will be caught by surprise,

humiliated and ashamed.

GODO6S CHI LDREN DON'T HAVE TO BE ASHAMED.
AWAKE AND ALERT BY CONFESSING SINS (1JO HN 1:9), THEY
WILL BE JOYFUL WHEN CHRIST RETURNS.

Il TIMOTHY 2:15 Be diligent (study faithfully) to
present yourself approved to God as a workman
who does not need to be ashamed, handling
accurately the word of truth.

I THESSALONNI ANS 5: 16: €so then |
sleep as others do but let us be alert and sober.

C. BLESSING FOUR

Display Blessing Four symbol.

REVELATION 19: 9 And he said to m
0Bl essed ar e t hose wh o ar e i nvi
marriage supper of the Lamb. 6 6

1. OMARRI AGE SUPPER OF THE LAMBOG

More on the Marriage Supper of the Lamb is taught in a future lesson.
Currently, students need to be aware of the following basic facts.

a . The title o0Churchd refers to al/l C
dead.



