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For the Lord, Himself (Jesus Christ), will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first (resurrected bodies unite 

with souls and spirits that returned from 

heaven with Jesus Christ). Then we who 
are alive and remain shall be caught up (in 

resurrection bodies) together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 
thus we (both living and dead believers) 

shall always be with the Lord.  

I THESSALONIANS 4: 16, 17 

Jesus Christ comes down from His heavenly home and 

calls with a loud voice. The archangel, Michael, joins 

Him in His call and God’s trumpet sounds at the same 

time.  Immediately, dead believers receive resurrection 

bodies and rise out of  their graves.  Living believers, 

also in resurrection bodies, join the previously dead 

resurrected believers.  Both groups meet between 

heaven and earth, then meet Jesus Christ in the air and 

return to heaven with Him, never to be separated from 

their Lord and Savior or each other, again! 
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REVELATION 3:10 
 

I THESSALONIANS 4:16, 17; 2:16 

I CORINTHIANS 15:22, 23; 51-53  
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
Let us prepare for the most important activity in the life of Godõs child by 
spending a few moments in silent prayer. Then I will pray out loud. 
 
Dear heavenly Father, We are studying a most sacred subject and our desire 
is to know the truth. Therefore, we ask that Your Spirit as our teacher, keep 
us on the right track. Open our spiritual eyes, allow us to use our spiritual 
ears and satisfy our thirst for true wisdom as we drink from the springs of 
living water found only in Your Word.  
In Your Sonõs precious name, we pray. Amen.  
 

 

REVIEW 
 

Review preceding lesson only as you deem necessary to remind students 
what was taught previously. The subject of the Rapture continues.  
 
 

I. TRANSITION: PRESENT TO 

FUTURE 

 
 

A. RAPTURE 

 
 
 

1. DEFINITION OF RAPTURE  
 

THE WORD ñRAPTUREò MEANS 

ñCARRIED AWAY.ò 
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The phrase ñcarried away or caught upò is used in Scripture  (I 

THESSALONIANS 4:17). The Latin word is RAPERE. It is not 

surprising that the event it describes has come to be called ñthe 

Raptureò.  Another title is ñExit Resurrectionò which is appropriate, 

because both living and dead believers ñexitò earth by resurrection at 

this point.  

 
 

2. TWO RESURRECTIONS 
 

a. The Second Resurrection is for unbelievers. 

 
Display Second Resurrection symbol. Point to the time of the Second 
Resurrection on a timeline. 
 

THE AGES OR DISPENSATIONS 
 

 
 

 

  GENTILE           JEW           CHURCH     Tribulation  MILLENNIUM 

 

 

 

 

 

We will deal with unbelievers first.  All unbelievers are resurrected at 

the end of the Millennium.  Unbelievers receive bodies outfitted for 

the lake of fire and suffer the second death or separation from God. 

They spend eternity in the lake of fire. 

 

REVELATION 20:13-15  And the sea gave up the 
dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave 
up the dead which were in them; and they were 
judged, every one of them according to their 
deeds.  And death and Hades were thrown into 
the lake of fire.  And if anyoneõs name was not 
found written in the book of life, he was thrown 
into the lake of fire. 

  

2nd 

Resurrection 

is here. 

CHART NOT  TO  SCALE 
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b. The First Resurrection is for believers and it takes place in four 

sections: A, B,C and D.  
 
 Remind students of the four sections of the first resurrection. A: Jesus 
Christ, B: Church Age believers, C: Old Testament and Tribulation 
believers and D: believers from the Millennium. 
 

1) The four sections of the first resurrection follow a distinct order.  

There is a resurrection at the end of each of the final three 

dispensations: Church, Jews, Millennium or Christ.  The order of the 

first resurrection is announced in I CORINTHIANS by the phrase ñall 

shall be made alive, but each in his own order.ò 
 

I CORINTHIANS 15:22-23  For as in Adam all 
die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive.  But 
each in his own order:  Christ the first fruits, 
after that those who are Christõs at His coming. 

 

Refer to chart for four sections of first resurrection. Review quickly unless 
students exhibit some confusion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

2) Section A is Jesus Christôs resurrection, called the ñfirst fruits.òAt 

the present time, in the Church Age, Jesus Christ is the only 

resurrected human.  

 

I CORINTHIANS 15:20  But now Christ has 
been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who are asleep. 

 

CHURCH GENTILE Tribulation JEW MILLENNIUM 

C A D B 

Rapture of 

Church 
JESUS 

CHRIST 

Millennium 

Saints 

Old Testament 

and Tribulation  
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3) The three remaining stages of the first resurrection are future. 

Scripture says they will occur  in a certain order ñat the coming of 

Christ.ò  

 

I CORINTHIANS 15:23b...Christ the first fruits, 
after that those who are Christõs at His coming. 

 

When is Christ scheduled to come again? He is scheduled to return in 

the air at the Rapture of the Church and He is scheduled to return at 

the Second Advent. 

 
Display Rapture symbol and Second Advent symbol. 
 

3) Section B is the Rapture of the church.  It occurs at the end of the 

Church Age. Christ will come in the air to take His Church home when 

the last member is added to the Church. 
 
 

4) Section C is the resurrection of Old Testament and Tribulation 

believers, both belonging to the Jewish Age. Christ comes to earth 

again at the end of the Tribulation. Section C of the first resurrection 

occurs at the end of the Tribulation right before the Millennium. 
 

Show on timeline and display Section òC ò visual. 
 

REVELATION 20:4  And I saw thrones, and they 
sat upon them, and judgment was given to them
(Church Age believers, reigning with Christ during the 
Millennium).  And I saw the souls of those who 
had been beheaded because of the testimony of 
Jesus (martyrs under the altar murdered in the 
Tribulation) and because of the word of God, and 
those who had not worshipped the beast or his 
image, and had not received the mark upon their 
forehead and upon their hand; and they came to 
life and reigned with Christ for a thousand 
years.  

 

5)  Section D is the last section of the first resurrection.  After the first 

three sections only Millennial believers are left without resurrection 

bodies.  The Theological conclusion is that they receive resurrection 
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bodies at the end of the Millennium. Section D is mainly for living 

believers as there is much to indicate death of believers in the 

Millennium is rare (if at all).  By the end of the Millennium, all 

believers of all time have resurrection bodies.  They are outfitted for 

eternity and will live with God, forever. 
 

I CORINTHIANS 15:24  Then comes the end, 
when He delivers up the kingdom to the God 
and Father, when He has abolished all rule and 
all authority and power. 

 

THE FIRST RESURRECTION IS  

FOR ALL BELIEVERS OF ALL TIME. 

 

 

B. SECOND SECTION OF FIRST RESURRECTION 
 

 

 
The section of the First Resurrection we are most concerned with is Section 
B, the resurrection of the Church. Display or call attention to Rapture 
symbol. 
 
 

1.  DESIRED ATTITUDE OF BELIEVERS  
 

a. The promise that the Rapture could occur at any moment should 

cause believers to be prepared. God desires believers to be on tiptoe in 

excited anticipation of His return. 
 

b. Godôs Word clearly teaches Godôs children will not go through the 

terrible time of judgment scheduled during the last seven years of the 

Jewish Age which comes upon ALL the world.  Church Age believers 

experience normal sorrow and trouble in life but are protected from 

Godôs wrath. Paul speaks of a time when unbelievers experience Godôs 

wrath. However, he tells Church Age believers they are safe from 

Godôs wrath. 
 

ROMANS 5:9 Much more then, having now 
been justified by His blood (by His work on the 
cross), we (Church Age believers) shall be saved 
from the wrath of God through Him. 
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I THESSALONIANS 1:10   And to wait for His 
Son from heaven, whom He raised from the 
dead, even Jesus, who delivered us from the 
wrath to come. 

 

I THESSALONIANS 5:9  For God hath not 
appointed us to wrath but to obtain salvation by 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

b.  Believers are commanded to keep remembering what Jesus Christ 

has done to make them savable and they are urged to keep taking part 

in a ceremony memorializing His work on the cross and looking 

forward to His return é until He comes back. 
 

I CORINTHIANS 11:26  For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink this cup, you claim the 
Lordõs death until He comes. 

 
c.  Christôs parting words to His Church concern His return. 

 

REVELATION 22:20  He who testifies to these 
things says, òyes, I am coming quickly é 

 
THE RESPONSE TO CHRIST FROM ANY BELIEVER  

SHOULD BE,  

ñO, YES, LORD, DO COME QUICKLY!ò 

 
d. If the truth that the Savior might come back at any moment ever 

took firm hold on the hearts of Godôs children, it would provide 

spiritual strength beyond imagination. If all believers loved and longed 

for His return the powerful, long reaching effect God desires would  

most assuredly result. 
  

HEBREWS 10:24, 25 é and let us consider how 
to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 
not forsaking our own assembling together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another; 
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and all the more, as you see the day drawing 
near. 

 

 

2.  ALTERNATE THEORIES CONCERNING TIME 

 

Some people are expecting the Tribulation. Some even believe the 

Tribulation is going on right now.  Many think the campaign of 

Armageddon is next on the agenda. Others believe Antichrist can be 

identified by close observation of current events. Do any of these 

events help believers have a peaceful mind? Are any of these, events to 

look forward to with anticipated pleasure? 

 

TITUS 2:13  élooking for the blessed hope and 
the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Christ Jesusé 

 

 

NONE OF THOSE THEORIES FIT THE BIBLICAL TEACHING.  

 
3. CORRECT TIME 

 

a. Scripture teaches the Rapture is next on Godôs calendar.  

 

b. Having made that statement we need to prove its validity. The 

Rapture of the Church is not fully taught in the book of Revelation, but 

it is implied by Johnôs visit to heaven (Chapter 4) before the report of 

the Tribulation and by Jesus Christôs  final promise to return quickly. 

 

c. The exact time of the Rapture  is a wonderful secret and will be a 

most marvelous surprise.  God planned it that way.  The Bible does not 

teach that this event will  happen right now. The Bible teaches this 

event could happen right now. And Godôs children should be ready. 
 

PHILLIPPIANS 3:20  For our citizenship is in 
heaven from which also we eagerly wait for a 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

JAMES 5:8  You, too be patient; strengthen your 
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hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

 

ñNOT NOW, BUT NEXTò IS OUR MOTTO. 
 

 

4. REASONS FOR PRE-TRIBULATION RAPTURE 
 

I 

The apostles believed the Rapture would take place any moment. They 

believed it so strongly they took  for granted they would be alive when 

it happened. They were worried about believing friends who had 

already died.  Evidently, God approved of the apostlesô view; He never 

corrected their thinking. 
 
 

 

II 

It is ridiculous to believe Christ would tell the Church to watch for an 

event scheduled for a definite time. There would be no need to watch 

for it. The Tribulation is a definite time period filled with specific 

events. If the Rapture occurs after the Tribulation, believers would 

know exactly when to expect it.  God does not tease His children. 
 

   

III 

A crown is promised to believers who long for the Rapture and 

continue to watch for it.  It is inconceivable that God would give 

crowns to believers for being mistaken. 
 

II TIMOTHY 4:8  Now, there is in store for me 
(Paul) the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on 
that day - and not only to me but also to all (Paul 
says this same crown will be given to all those) who 
have longed for His appearing. 

 

IV 

The Holy Spirit must be removed before the Tribulation.  The taking 

ñout of the wayò of the Holy Spirit as restrainer is necessary before 

Satanôs man of sin (Antichrist) can be revealed. Only God has the 

power to restrain Satan.  God, the Holy Spirit lives in believers and 

will be removed with them at the Rapture before the Tribulation begins 

and Antichrist is revealed. 
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II THESSALONIANS 2: 7-8  For the mystery of 
lawlessness (against God)  is already at work; 
only He who now restrains will do so until He is 
taken out of the way. 

 
The Holy Spirit is taken ñout of the wayò not ñaway.ò  During the 

Tribulation, the Holy Spirit continues His Ministry of drawing the 

unbeliever to salvation, but will no longer indwell believers. 

 
V 

The Apostle Paul spoke of the next event as the ñblessed hope and 

the  glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior, Jesus 

Christ.ò   

 
Only the return of Christ to take believers to heaven carries such a 

happy promise. Certainly the events of the Tribulation hold no reason 

for joyful anticipation. 
 

 

For the church to go through the horrible judgments of the Tribulation 

is inconsistent with Godôs promise.  Believers face normal suffering 

and discipline in life caused by sin, the world and Satan, but are 

promised protection from Godôs wrath.  The Tribulation is ñGodôs 

wrathò upon all the world and ñthe wrath of the Lamb.ò 
 
 

REVELATION 3:10  Because thou hast kept the 
word of My patience, I will also keep thee from 
the hour of temptation, which shall come upon 
all the world to try those that dwell (are settled 
down ) upon the earth.  

 

REVELATION 6:16-17  And they said to the 
mountains and to the rocks, ôFall on us and hide 
us from the face of Him who sits on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great 
day of their wrath has come; and who is able to 
stand? 

 



12   REVELATION is NOT a Mystery—TEACHER’S GUIDE  THE PRESENT 

VI 
 

God deals with separate groups of people at different times.  The 

purpose for Israel and the Church is distinctly different.  God is calling 

out a bride for His Son during the Church Age.  God is purifying  

Israel during the Tribulation.  Godôs purposes are not mingled.  The 

Tribulation is part of the Jewish dispensation.  

 

VII 
 

Since the Church becomes the bride of Jesus Christ, that makes Him 

the intended Bridegroom of His beloved. Only an extremely cruel, 

human bridegroom would deliberately inflict pain upon his bride-to-be 

during their engagement. Why would the heavenly Bridegroom, the 

perfect husband, possessor of perfect love and perfect power, allow his 

bride to suffer in such a horrible way during the Tribulation...under His 

own wrath?  No, Christôs bride does not go through the Tribulation. 

She is in heaven, being prepared for the wedding ceremony. 
 

 

5. CHART OF DANIELõS SEVENTIETH WEEK 
 

Display chart of Danielõs seventieth week. Chart is in Teacherõs Appendix. 

 

a. The truth of the Rapture before the Tribulation is strengthened by a 

study of  Danielôs Seventieth week.  
 

HERE IS ONE MORE EXAMPLE OF THE 

PRECISION OF GODôS WORD. 

 

GOD PROMISED ISRAEL 70 MORE WEEKS  

OF PURIFICATION IN THEIR DISPENSATION. 

 

DANIEL 9:24  Seventy weeks have been decreed 
for you people and your holy city, to finish the 
transgression, to make an end of sin, to make 
atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, 
and to anoint the most holy place. 
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b. The word ñweeksò in this passage means ñsevensò, because there 

are seven days in a week.   

 

c. God says one day counts for one year.  One week would refer to 

seven years.. 

 

EZEKIEL 14:5b ...I have assigned it to you for 
forty days, a day for each year. 

 

BUT ISRAEL ONLY EXPERIENCED 69 MORE WEEKS IN THEIR 

DISPENSATION. ONE WHOLE WEEK OF YEARS  

(SEVEN YEARS) IS MISSING. 
 

 

DANIEL 9:25-26a So you are to know and 
discern that from the issuing of a decree to 
restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the 
Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two 
weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and 
moat even in times of distress.  Then after [the] 
sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and 
have nothing. 

 

Refer to chart 
 

 

62 weeks plus 7 weeks equals 69 weeks. One week (seven years) is missing. 
The years stopped because Messiah was cut off.  Where are the final seven 
years?  Some people might have to sing a song.   

 
SONG 

(To the tune “Where Oh Where has my little dog gone?”) 

 

ñWhere oh, where, have those seven years gone? 

Where oh, where can they be?ò 
 

   But we don’t have to sing that song, do we?  We know exactly 

where those seven years can be found... So, we sing… 
 

Where O where have those seven years gone? 

Where O where can they be? 

Iôve searched the Scriptures so I can say,  
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ñIts not a mystery to me 
 

And then, our answer… 

Where O where have those seven years gone? 

Where O where can they be? 

ñThe Tribulation is seven years long, 

So thatós where they are, donôt you see?ò 
 

Allow students to sing song a couple of times. 

 
THE MISSING SEVEN YEARS ARE IN THE TRIBULATION 

WHICH FOLLOWS THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH.  IT IS THE 

LAST SEVEN YEARS OF THE JEWISH AGE WHEN  

GOD TURNS AGAIN TO DEAL WITH HIS PEOPLE, ISRAEL. 

 
VII 

The truth of the Rapture before the Tribulation is strengthened by  Old 

Testament characters. 

 
God allowed Methuselah to live longer than any man has ever lived, 

(picturing Godôs grace and patience with mankind). then sent the 

flood . Methuselah is an example of believers who die before the 

judgment.  

 

GENESIS 5:27  So all the days of Methuselah 
were nine hundred and sixty-nine years, and he 
died. 

 

Enoch is a picture of the living, spiritual believer in fellowship and 

taken up at the Rapture.  Enoch was the seventh from Adam. He 

pictures the fullness or completeness of the Church on earth during the 

Church Age. Enoch was removed from earth by God before the flood 

judgment without experiencing death, just as some believers will be 

alive and removed at the Rapture, before the judgment of the 

Tribulation. 

 
 

GENESIS 5:23-24  And Enoch walked with God ; 
and he was not, for God took him. 
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Jude 14 and 15 tell us that Enoch not only warned the people before the 
flood of the coming judgment, but also prophesied concerning the Second 
Advent (coming) of the Lord. He literally said òBehold, the lord cometh.ó 
This is the same message those of us who are waiting for the Rapture. 

 

Lot was a believer out of fellowship, but was still removed before the 

judgment. He is an example of the living believer out of fellowship, 

who is removed at the Rapture before the tribulation. 

 
GENESIS 19:28-29  And he (Abraham) looked 
toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all 
the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the 
smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a 
furnace.  And it came to pass, when God 
destroyed the cities of the plain, that God 
remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the 
midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the 
cities in which Lot dwelt. 

 
THESE OLD TESTAMENT BELIEVERS WERE REMOVED 

BEFORE GODôS  JUDGMENT.   

THEY PICTURE THE REMOVAL OF THE ENTIRE CHURCH 

BEFORE THE TRIBULATION. 
 

 

 

6. MEMORY VERSE (2nd Time)   

 

Use memory verse visuals to teach further truth concerning the 

Rapture. Information is in Teacher’s Appendix with memory verse 

visuals. 
 

I THESSALONIANS 4:16-17 For the Lord, 
Himself, will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first.  Then we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.  
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7. PARAPHRASE 
 

Jesus Christ comes down from His heavenly home and calls with a 

loud voice. The archangel, Michael, joins Him in His call and God’s 

trumpet sounds at the same time.  Immediately, dead believers receive 

resurrection bodies and rise out of  their graves.  Living believers, also 

in resurrection bodies, join the previously dead resurrected believers.  

Both groups meet between heaven and earth, then meet Jesus Christ in 

the air and return to heaven with Him, never to be separated from 

their Lord and Savior or each other, again! 

 
 

8. SONG: òComing Againó Great Hymns of the Faith, p. 151 
 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

 

Thank You again, Father, for the information recorded in Your Word, 
concerning the Rapture: this event we should anticipate so eagerly. No other 
dispensation has the assets You have provided for the Church Age and here 
we have a most wonderful surprise event to watch for, wait for...and above 
all, be prepared for. It should make us concentrate on You, Your Son and 
Your written Word. We rely on Your Spirit to keep us pure as we respond 
to Your divine solution for sin in our lives following salvation. In Your Son, 
Jesus Christõs name, we pray. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


