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To whom God willed to
make known what is
the riches of the glory of
this mystery among the
Gentiles, which 1is
Christ in you, the hope
(the confidence) of glory.

COLOSSIANS 1:27

God wihed to rereal to Hi bond et the
preciou; hibttten aetadte of the Church Age andi e
biggedt eoet of all & that belterers are one o
it Chridd now lhec th belterers and quarantees
ther trangformation o g/orz/%/ bote: cutatle
for g h heaen with Hin, forener

It has nothing to do with what we
do, but whether or not

CHRIST LIVES IN US.
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REVELATION, CHAPTERS 2, 3

TRANSITION FROM PAST TO PRESENT

OPENING PRAYER

After a few moments of silence, I will open class with public prayer.

Dear Heavenly Father, We are about to begin the most important
activity in life: studying Your Word. May we put aside all thoughts,
worries and concerns that might pull our minds away from what You
want us to learn and may we store Your truth in our souls. We thank
You for salvation through Your Son. We thank You for the Holy Spirit,
our heavenly guide and teacher and we thank You for Your glorious
Word.

I n JesusO name we pray, Amen.

REVIEW

Unrelated to review, but linked to a deeper understanding of the
Church Age are three New Testament books. Teacher might read | and
I1 Timothy on the importance of Bible doctrine in the church, and the
book of Titus on the importance of order in the church.

Vocabulary List

The number nhseveno and the words #nst a

REVELATION 1:20 As for the mystery of the
seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and
the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches, and the seven
lampstands are the seven churches.

6Sevendé means ofull and compdrigetr e Wn fis
full and complete report on the Church Age. ‘?ﬂnﬁ

Y 4

"he
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0Staro and oangel 6 arB&h measmseengtrimdl |y t he
the surrounding text reveals whether it is a heavenly messenger (angel) or
an earthly messenger (pastor).

| n REVELATI ON 1: 20, the word oOangel s
(symbolizing a leadership role) and refers to all pastor-teachers of local
churches in the Church Age. At the time REVELATION was written, the
apostle John held pastoral authority over seven local churches. Catholic
Church documents firmly establish the dates and years. However, Christ
(the authority over all churches) sends seven letters to all Church Age

pastors, which explains why He begins
each church. Hal | ey 6s Bi bl e Handbook, Hal | ey
Publishing luchnion, House, Grand Rapids, 1959, p. 688. The New

Unger 0s Bi bl e Handbook, Unger, Merril |
p. 340.)

OLampstandsO (Lucnion, /| u ¢ n)iis nnhe feminine form (symbolizing a
responsive role to the masculine 0ange
up the local churches in the Church Age.

These Greek words as well as Christods
in CHAPTER 1 VERSE 8 tell us that the Omniscient Christ knows the end

from the beginning. Because He knows everything about His Church, He

not only provided seven different messages to seven different local churches,

but also provided the right pastor for the right local church throughout

2,000 years of the Church Age. The pa
initiates (leads) and believers in the local churches have the opportunity to

respond and grow up spiritually by applying the truth to their lives.

REVELATION 1: 13 speaks of One o0l i ke
middle of the lampstands. Later in the message to the
Ephesi an Chur ch, t he s ame One i S
lampstands (Rev 2:1). The wording change is significant.

oWal king aroundd6 in the middle of t
not only speaks of Christds Omni s«
His indwelling of each believer in the Church Age. Christ is
in the midst of the churches not simply as an observer, but is
personally involved with each believer.
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The first di vi si on of t he book of Rev

You have seeno) is covered in Chapter
this single chapter might seem disproportionate to time spent on other

chapters, but is in harmony with this
understand the final book i n Godos Wol

essential for a good understanding of the rest of the book, are
introduced, carefully examined and taught in detail.

The second division, The Present (ATHh
Chapters 2 and 3. Letods continue to s
Revelation of Jesus Christ. It is not a mystery, you know.

I. TRANSITION FROM PAST TO PRESENT

A.INTRODUCTION TO SEVEN CHURCHES

The second division of the book of REVELATION, Chapters 2
and 3: The Present, covers the Church Age.

1. DEFINITIONS
a. The Church Age.

Godods divisions of hwuman history are

dispensations or Ages. They are big chunks of history

organized from Godds viewpoint. Tl
third division in our four simple divisions. The Church Age

began on the day of Pentecost and ends with the Rapture or

removal of the Church from earth. So far in our study, we

have only introduced the subject of dispensations. There is

much more to learn.

b. The Church.

The Church is made wup of all (a ofull
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of) believers during the Church Age. In Heaven, the Church
becomes the bride of Christ.

2. FORMERLY A MYSTERY

The Church is revealed only in the New Testament;
throughout all preceding ages the Church Age was not
known. It was a mystery!

3. UNIQUE FEATURES AND ASSETS : for the believer of the
Church Age.

a. No other age in history provides so many resources for the
believer. At the exact moment of salvation, members of the
Church receive 39 permanent gifts plus 1 temporary gift.

A complete | i st iI's i n Teacherodos Appen
helpful for this lesson.

1) The completed Canon of Scripture:

2) Indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

3) A Spiritual Way of Life, invented and tested by Jesus Christ
who proved it was possible to live life under the control of
the Holy Spirit (JOHN 13:34 ; 15:10; COLOSSIANS 1:27;

I JOHN 1:9).
Draw or display diagram comparing Christo
beli everds submission to the Spirit.
Jesus Christéods THE CHOICE

Choice? EEE——— \Believerés
Divine power choice?

or the power of Human power

the Holy ' or the power
Spirit. gﬁ’;:tt‘:eg of the Holy
Jesus always — pO\:/If:; of & ISplrlt. "
chose to live in JESUS CHRIST HOLY CHILD OF GOD L1s possible

for the believer
to live in
Godos pl an.

the sphere of the
power of the
Spirit.

SPIRIT or BELIEVER IN JESUS

CHRIST.

CHRIST PROVED IT IS POSSIBLE
TO LIVE I'N GOD6S PLAN.
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4) The indwelling of the Father.
5) The indwelling of Jesus Christ.

COLOSSIANS 1:25-27 Of this Church (the True
Church of Christ) 1 (Paul) was made a minister
according to the stewardship (dispensation) of
God bestowed on me for your benefit, that I
might fully carry out the preaching of the word
of God, that is, the mystery (the Church Age)
which has been hidden from the past ages and
generations but has now been manifested (shown
or revealed) to His saints (believers) , to whom God
willed to make known what is the riches of the
glory of this mystery (the Church Age) among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you (the indwelling of
Jesus Christ), the hope (confidence) of glory.

b. The local Church*

*Additional information comparing the local church with the Universal or
True Church of Jesus Christ is i

The | ocal church haseéeé

1) The completed Canon of Scripture for believers to study so they
might grow in grace and knowledge of God.

2) The indwelling Holy Spirit in believers in each local church to
provide power, teach the Truth and serve as mentor.

3) A pastor as Gododés earthly, messenge

for members.

3) ABendantso: True Church members

knowledge and gifts with each other and exhibit the glory of God to
the world.

CHAPTER 1 refers t
servant so. They a
-servantso bel t

t he
t he member s
o the master.

reci-pi ents

They
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no choice as to the master they served. However, we who trust Jesus

Christ as Savior have Aichoseno to s
free will. It is important to be careful whom we choose to serve. What

t hen are we, -se&g v@amrtisot, 6 se xfpbeacnded t o

up.

I PETER 2:16, 17 Act as free men (using your
volition or will), and do not use your freedom as a
covering for evil (be sure you choose wisely), but
use it as bond-slaves of God (choosing to serve
God). Honor all men ( respect the rights of others),
love the brotherhood (love other believers), fear
God( obey Gohlbios thd King gadide by the
laws of your country).

5) A Divine solution allowing the believer to get back in fellowship
with God (and thus in His plan) by being humble enough to admit sins
when convicted by the Spirit (I JOHN 1:9).

6) The Priesthood of every believer.

Because of the work of our Great High Priest, Jesus Christ, each
believer priest represents himself to God in study and prayer. It is
private between the individual believer and God. It is the obligation of
the believer to learn doctrine for advancement to maturity and to talk
to God in prayer. Believers receive personal blessings because of their
priesthood.

7) The ambassadorship of each believer (the missionary agency

of the Church Age).

As Godoés ambassador, the believer
Believers are Godoés interacting, pul
an outgoing spiritual service. Ambassadors are responsible for

presenting the gospel of Godobs King:¢

8) An entire set of solutions, designed by God, for believers to apply to
| i feds problems (EPHESI ANS, CHAPTER
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9) A mandated ritwual: communion (I COI
i n remembrance of Meo).

4. PURPOSE

a. The purpose of the Church is to exalt Jesus Christ and glorify God to
the maximum (JOHN16:14; EPHESIANS 1:21-23; 5:25-27; JOHN
7:39; JOHN 13:31-37).

In PHILIPPIANS 4::17, Paul tells believers of the Church Age that

God desires production or results in their lives to show they are

wal king in Godos plan.-19APautl, sadl vy, I n
describes some believer, church members, bond-servants who are

enemies of Christ.

The implication is that they are so joined with the world they are

Awal ki ng with Satano. |t made Paul C
whom we will study later, is one of the original examples of such

careless living. God hates this way of life. Believers who live only for

worldly things know the price of everything and the value of nothing.

They bring ruin and shame upon themselves in the end.

b. Israel and the Church are separate entities. Their purposes are not

exactly the same. Prior to the Church Age, Israel had every

opportunity to receive their Messiah and King. As a nation, they

rejected Him. Christ then turned to the Gentiles and established His

Church, which includes both Jews and Gentiles who believe in Him.

God is not through with the Nation of Israel. Though salvation is

avail able to al/l i n every dispensatio
substitute sin bearer, God deals with one group at a time.

Israel, as a nation, forfeited the privilege of glorifying God for a while.
That privilege will be restored during the Millennium.

The Tribulation is the last seven years of the Jewish Age, the seven
years promised to Israel in the book of DANIEL. The Church is
removed from earth before the Tribulation begins. Then, God turns
back to Israel.
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DISPENSATIONS DIVISIONS CHART

GENTILE

CHURCH Tribulation| MILLENNIUM

Use the Dispensations Divisions Chart or draw it on the board. Point to the
Church Age and the Tribulation. Be sure class understands they are two
separate ages or dispensations. Note: the Tribulation is part of the Jewish

Age.

5. CHURCH NAMES AND LOCATIONS
a. Order of Scriptural appearance.

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia,
and Laodicea.

Helpful hint for memorizing church names in the correct order. The first
letter of each church lines up as: E.S.P. - T.S.P. - L.

b. Locations on map.

Display a map of Turkey and the Aegean Sea Point to the location of each
church on the map and show how the locations form an irregular circle.

6. FIVE THINGS CHURCHES REPRESENT

a. Existing local churches.

1) Many other local churches existed at the time John wrote
REVELATION. However, God chose seven specific
churches. They existed, literally, at that time and continue
to exist in type throughout the Church Age. God chose
these seven churches for us to study. They must be
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important.

2) As we study Johnds (and Jesus Chri
churches, it is important to understand that Jesus Christ

addresses believers i n t hese l etter
involved in the shocking activities described. Many
believers in Jesus Chri st are owal k
horrible!

b. True Universal Church of Christ.

The term o0The Churchoé officially refe
believes in Jesus Christ in the Church Age (from the Day of
Pentecost to the Rapture). However, they are not all
members of local churches.

CHART OF LOCAL CHURCH VERSUS CHRI ST0OS TRUE

% - BELIEVER
Q = UNBELIEVER

CHRI ST6S UNI VERSAL -
CHURCH IS MADE UP OF
ALL BELIEVERS WHETHER
A LOCAL CHURCH THEY ARE CHURCH
MEMBERS OR NOT.

O

c. Different conditions of individual churches.

Each local church among the seven represents a different type,
condition or character of church throughout the Church
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Age. We can recognize the characteristics in churches
today. We can evaluate our own church by comparing it to
these seven.

d. Different conditions of individual believers.

1) The characteristics of these churches also help us evaluate
our own attitude as Godds <child.
meeting with fellow believers on a regular basis? Is the
Word of God the most important thing in my life? Or, are
too many things pushing God and His Word out of my life?
Am | rel axed wi t hin Godods pl an, 0
i mpress peopleépretendingéusing al
words, but not truly loving God and His Word? Am I
studying my Bible, searching for the truth, believing what it
teaches and obeying what I learn? Is my love for God
growing so that I want what is best for people in the light of
eternity no matter how they have treated me? Does love for
others flow from my own virtue, motivated by my love for

God because He first |l oved me?0
2) We might ask ourselves, oWhich ¢
per sonal attitude toward God and H

e. Pre-written outline of church history.

Excellent source for study of Seven Churches as pre-written history of the

Church Age is found in o0Church Histor
Book, Pensacola Christian College, Pensacola, Florida. Teacher might also

be interested in studying Matthewds pa
Churches. (the pearl of great price representing Philadelphia.) Additionally

it has been suggested that the seven blessings in Revelation correspond to

the seven churches. Exciting possibilities for those who love to dig treasure!

B. PREPARATION FOR STUDY
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1. DISPENSATIONAL CONNECTION

Addi tional I nformati on and a
Appendix. Review as needed. Concentrate on Church Age.

2. TWO BASIC PROBLEMS

a. Before-salvation.

1) The problem: the need to be born again.

JOHN 3:7 Do not marvel t
must be born again. o

2) The solution: faith alone in Christ alone.

JOHN 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes (has faith and trust) in Him should not
perish, but have eternal life (life received at the
second birth).

b. After-salvation.

1) The problem: sin and broken fell ows

I JOHN 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we are
deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

2) The solution: confession of sin restores fellowship with God.

I JOHN 2:1 My little children (children of God by
faith in Jesus Christ), I am writing these things to
you that you may not sin. And if anyone sins
(and we will), we have an advocate (lawyer) with
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous...
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I JOHN 1.9 If we confess (admit) our sins, He
(God) is faithful and righteous to forgive us our
sins (He always forgives the sins we confess) and to
cleanse (purify) us from all unrighteousness.

3. CHURCH REPORT CARD-CHART

Report Card Chart i's in Teacherods Apyg
classroom display) Explain each section of the chart and how to use the
report cards.

a. Sloppy copy.

Each student receives a O0Osloppy copyo
each church study. Students may write notes in the proper sections during
lesson.

b. Final copy.

are avail abl e
oppy copyo may |

n QO
)]

4. SIXIMPORTANT FEATURES

Refer to the large copy of the Report Card. Point to each section as you
explain.

a. The phrase o0l Kknowo.
Repeatedly, the words oI knowo appe
the seven churches. The fact that

works and accomplishments of the churches speaks of His
divine knowledge of the details in the life of each believer
(His omniscience). Jesus Christ knows exactly what is going
on and He is personally involved.
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b . The |l ittle word oObut 6.

OAllaé(al I am t he original Greek | anguage
introduces a sharp contrast between two subjects. It is often
used in the report of the seven churches. Sometimes the
contrast is between two periods of time, sometimes it is
between two emotions or feelings. Be aware of this little
word as we study and be sure you understand where the
contrast lies in each case.

c. Two more common phrases.

1) The first phrase (used in all seve
overcomes©o.

2) oHe who overcomesod refers to one
successful in a conflict by defeating great opposition.

3) Two categories of oOthose who over cc

a) First, Oohe wh o overcomes?©o6 refers
great opposition from the angelic conflict) places faith in
Jesus Christ for salvation. He has overcome the world. An
unbeliever overcomes the world by believing in the Lord
Jesus Christ as Savior. It is the divine solution for the
unbeliever.

Display the Family Circle symbol.

I JOHN 54 For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world; and this is the victory that
has overcome the world - our faith.

I JOHN 5:5 And who is the one who overcomes
the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the
Son of God?
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b) Second, o he wh o overcomes?o ref
salvation who overcome unbelief and sin (against great
opposition from Satan and the world) by applying I JOHN
1:9 consistently. This believer studies and responds to
Godds Word in the power of the Hol
spiritually victorious or successful believer.

IT PETER 2:20 For if after they have escaped the
defilements of the world by the knowledge of
the Lord Jesus Christ, they are overcome, the last
state has become worse for them than the first
(Description of a believer who has allowed the world to

over come hi méhe I S wintla bl e t o exp
again and start over. Though he does not lose his

sal vati on, he S not ' i ving an 0
God).

I JOHN 4:4 You are from God, little children
(John, speaking to believers), and have overcome
them (those in the world with the spirit of antichrist);
because greater is He that is in you than he who
is in the world.

Display the Fellowship Circle symbol.

I JOHN 2:14b I (John) have written to you, young

men, because you are strong (successful as

believers), and the word of God abides in you (a

reference to mature believers who
Word in their souls), and you have overcome the

evil one (Satan and his false teaching).

& Di splay the symbol of Godds child in
& Circle.

I JOHN 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the
boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but
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is from the world.

4) Another phrase used in all/l seven
has an ear 6.

Il nformation for further study of n“ﬁ;
Display symbol for spiritual ears. W £

MATTHEW 13: 14-15 And in their case the

prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says,

oYOU WILL KEEP ON HEARI NG, BUT WILL
NOT UNDERSTAND; AND YOU WILL KEEP
ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE; FOR
THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME
DULL, AND WITH THEIR EARS THEY
SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED
THEIR EYES LEST THEY SEE WITH THEIR
EYES, AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, AND
UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND
RETURN, AND | SHALL HEAL THEM. 0 B L
blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your

ears, because they hear.

a) OoOHe who has an earé refers to the
Godods children) to hear spiritual tr
Holy Spirit provides that ability.

b) Unbelievers possess only physical
spiritual truth. The phrase appears in each church report,
signifying the ofull and completed a

I CORINTHIANS 2:12-14 Now we have received,
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is
from God (the Holy Spirit), that we might know
the things freely given to us by God, which
things we also speak, not in words taught by
human wisdom, but in those taught by the
Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with
spiritual words. But a natural man (unbeliever)
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does not accept the things of the Spirit of God;
for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot
understand them, because they are spiritually
appraised (spiritually understood: an unbeliever does
not have spiritual ears and cannot understand spiritual
truth).

d. Top sections of the report card.

1) Name of church: the name of the real local church to which
John sent the letter.

2) The church number in the list of seven.

3) Meaning of the name: a translation of Greek names of
churches reveals something of each

4) Exact Scripture verses from CHAPTERS 2 and 3 describing
each church.

5) Character of the city: information for this section requires
extra research from history and archeological discoveries
regarding the city in which the church is located.

6) Character of the church: information for this section comes
from the Scripture describing each individual church, its
failures, problems and successes (sometimes information is
from other portions of Scripture).

7) Christ in CHAPTER 1.

a) Description of Jesus Christ: par
from CHAPTER 1. (One of the reasons we spent so much
time on Chapter 1.) In every case, it deals with a need of the
individual church.

b) Scripture verses where the description appears.
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e. Five reports on what Christ knows.

1) The Good: since Christ knows everything, He has
something to praise about almost every church.

2) The Bad: since Christ knows everything, He has something
to criticize about almost every church.

3) The Advice: since Jesus Christ knows everything, He has
excellent advice for each church.

4) The warning: since Christ knows everything, He is able to
give each church an appropriate warning. The warning

usually begins with oifo. Chri st S
stop doing) a certain thing, this other thing will happen to
you. 6 It is not a threat. It is a

5) The promise: since Jesus Christ knows everything, He
al ways has a promise for oover comer
victoriously). Remember, Jesus Christ always keeps His
promises.

f. Open Bible award.

At the top of the page, a space is | a
An entire lesson is devoted to the discussion of this
important award and whether each church deserves it.

5. MEMORY VERSE

COLOSSI ANS 1:27 ¢éto whom
make known what is the riches of the glory of

this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ

in you, the hope (the confidence) of glory.
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6. PARAPHRASE

God wished to reveal the precious, hidden details of the Church Age
and the biggest secret of all was that Christ would now live in
believers and guarantee their transformation into glorified bodies
suitable for living in heaven with Him, forever.

7. CHRIST, THE GLORY

When believers grow in grace and knowledge of God, the
invisible presence of the Lord Jesus Christ, living through
believer s, reflects Christads gl or
principle of the lampstands studied in CHAPTER 1).

8 . SONG: 0The Churchesd One Foundat |
the Faith, p. 186

CLOSING PRAYER

Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You, for all You have done for us by way of

the Spiritual Life. Thank You first for sending Your Son to open the way to

our salvation. Thank You for providing everything necessary for us to

fulfill the command to glorify Your Son in the Church Age. May we use

our spiritual ears to |isten to the Tr
I n Jesusd Name, we pray. Amen.

(At this time, as we enter into the Present division of Revelation, the
Church Age, you as teacher, might want to present the gospel. Even if you
believe everyone in class is already a child of God, there is no way to be sure.
An invitation to receive Christ may be presented in a very simple way.)

We dedicate the closing moments to anyone who is here without Christ,
without hope and without eternal life. We want you to consider in the
privacy of your own soul who Jesus is and what He has done for you. He is
the Lamb of God who died in your place and took the penalty for your sins.
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You should die, but He died in your place.

Without Christ, you are spiritually dead. At the end of physical life, if you have never
trusted Christ, your spiritual death becomes permanent and you will spend eternity in
the lake of fire.

It doesndt have to be that way for you.
died on the cross and God oput ondé Him vy
you. Sin is no |l onger the issue. The |
your place for your sins and rose again?:

The moment you trust Jesus Christ is the
has the Son has life. He who does not have the Son of God has not life, but the wrath
of God abides on him.o

The decision to trust Jesus Christ is yours and the moment of decision is now.

Thank You, Father, for the things we learn from this study.
Il n Jesusao name we pray. Amen.

CHART TO COPY AND DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS FOLLOWS
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THE CHOICE

= -

= > 0 Q

CHILD OF GOD
OR BELIEVER IN
JESUS CHRIST

-

JESUS CHRIST

—)

Operating
under the
power of
the
HOLY
SPIRIT

Jesus Chr Bel i ever 6s <c¢h

Choice?
Human power or the
Divine power or the power power of the Holy Spirit.
of the Holy Spirit. It is possible for the
Jesus always chose to live in believer to |
the sphere of the power of plan.
the Spirit.

JOHN 13:34 ; 15:10; COLOSSIANS 1:27; I JOHN 1:9

CHRIST PROVED IT POSSIBLE
TO LI'VE I'N GODOS PLAN BY LI
ENTIRE LIFE IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
Christ never once used His power as Deity for His own
personal benefit, only to display His credentials as God.



